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IMODUO21CH

She purpose of this thesis i1s to gather
together so&ttcred information sad ideas ©on-
owning Hawthorne’s brief stay at Brook faroO,
his attitude toward the experiment, and his
part In it* In order to do this it has been
necessary to ask© a study of the enterprise and
some of 1ts member® and visitors* A study of
the American dote .~ooks was also necessary,
because i1t was there that Hawthorn© recorded
the accounts of his lifo at Brook farm mid his
reactions to 1It* fh«a too* a study of his novel
She Blithedale Homa&oe in connection with the
above studies revealed semi# very interesting
facts.

'2he material comes fro®© many varied sources#
Among them are biographies of Hawthorne, kargaret
fuller, and others5 books and articles on Brook
Farm; histories of American literature; and two
books mentioned specifically above, Hawthorne’s

American Hote-Bocks and Fte Bllthedale Homanee*



CHAPTER X

BROOK FARM

The Brook Farm Association, which was an outgrowth of the
transcendental movement, was started by George Tipley. Late
in 1840 he, a Unitarian minister, resigned his charge in Boston
and urged the members of the Transcendental Club to make some
practical application of their new views and philosophy of life.
His project did not at first receive much support from the mem-
bers of the club; in fact, Hawthorne and Dwight were the only
ones who followed him. The place selected for the experiiaent
was a milk farm on which the Ripleys had boarded earlier 1iIn the
summer of 1840. It was locates iIn West Roxbury.

It was Mr, Ripley’s purpose to establish a community the
chief aim of which was "a society of liberal, intelligent, and
cultivated persons whose relationships with each other would
permit a more wholesome and simple life than can be led amidst
the presnur* of our Csompetitlve institutions,” 1 Here he pro-
posed to bring about a more natural union between intellectual
and manual labor, Ripley wrote in a letter to merson: 'To
accomplish these objects we propose to take a small tract of
land which, under skilful husbandry, uniting the garden and the
far ., will be adequate to the subsistence of the families; and

to connect with this a school or college, iIn which the most

1. Swift, Lindsay. Brook Farm, 16



complete instruction shall be given, from the first rudiments
to the highest culture*" 2 Kipley proposed to raise the neces-
sary funds for the foundation and operation of such a oonmunity
as he had outlined fay forming a joint-stock company among those
who were friendly to the enterprise. Sen thousand of the total
thirty thousand dollars required oould, he believed, be raised
among those who were to lend their personal cooperation, and
the rest would be given by those who oould take part in lending
money. She shares were placed at 1500.00 each with five per
oeat IiInterest.

Kipley decided in the winter of 1040 to buy Brook Farm,
thus making himself responsible for the management and success
of the venture. About the first of April, 1041, he, his wife,
and some fTifteen others moved on to the farm. It was not, how-
ever, until in September that the "Brook Farm Institute of
Agriculture and Dduoation™ was organised. Xhe signors of the
original agreement were George Kipley, hie wife. Miss Marianne
Kipley, hathan!el Hawthorne, Mrs. Minot Pratt, Georg® P, Bradford,
Warren Burton, Minot Pratt, Charles Dana, Tarauel B Bobbins, hie
wife, David lack, George O. Leac i, and Lemuel Capen. iHventy-
four shares of stock were taken and one third of the amount was
actually paid. Shece shares were distributed as follows: George

Sipley held 0O, amounting to ;,.156G; Minot Pratt, £] Lilllam B.
Allen, 3; Charles Dana, 0; Marianne Kipley,3J Sophia Kipley, 2;

M. Hawthorne, 2; Maria Pratt, 2; Sarah Stearns, 2jJ and Charles2

2. Ibid., 16.



Whitmore, 1, At the same time the following officers were
elects ; General direction, Ripley, Pratt, and Ulen; ;iree-
tion of finance, Hawthorne, Dana, and Allen; Direction of
Agriculture, lien, Pratt, and Ripley; Direction of Education,
Sophia W. Ripley, Dana, and Marianne Ripley; Recording Sec-
retary, Dana; Treasurer, Pratt. 3 The motive and aim of most of
the members and particularly of the more sober ones was to work
out for themselves a life better suited to their own personal
tastes and feelings than any which might be evolved iIn more
complicated surroundings, and which was for this reason judged
to fulfill more nearly the demands of humanity.

Host of these persons were of what are balled the cultured
class. They were, as a whole, unused to manual labor and
particularly furm labor. They knew very little of the best
methocs of agriculture of the time. Their condition might be
likened to that of travelers in an unknown country. New pros-
pects were constantly developing. However, most of the writers
on tize subject of Brook Farm are agreed that the eventual fail-
ure of the enterprise was not due to lack of knowledge and
skill on the part of the farmers, but to the lack of capital.

Brook Farm Association is known mainly not for what it
accomplished nor because it was a group working for a better
liffc but because of some persons WhOo were members or visitors
there. lawt torne and >mer3on are perhaps the best known of

these. The former was a resident there about a year and the

3. 3wift, Lindsay, Brook "arm, 16.



latter was a frequent visitor. Kargeret Fuller was another
outstanding visitor ae were A. Bronson Aloott and Charles Lane.
Emerson and Margaret Fuller were not iIn sympathy with the theory,
but they were interested in the progress of the community as an
experiment. Aloott and Lane were in sympathy with the theory,
but they considered that the experimenters were merely playing.
There were many others, but my intention Is to discuss
only those who playsd an important part in the life of Hawthorne
while he was there or afterward. Hmeraon was also asked to Join
the community at Brook Farm, but he believed that reform was
an individual matter and that group endeavors along that line
would not amount to much. He was too much of an individualist
to surrender his own rights and perogatives. He entered these
words in his Journal concerning Brook Farm. "I do not wish to
remove from my present prison to a prison a little larger. I
wish to break all prisons. I have not yet conquered my own
house. It irks ana repents me. Shall 1 raise the siege of
this hen-coop and march baffled away to a pretended siege of
Babylon? It seems to me that so to do were to dodge the prob-
lem I sa set to solve, and to hide my i1apotency in the thick
of the crowd. I can eee too, afar that 1 should not find my-
self more than now,— no, not so much iIn that select, but not

by me selected, fraternity.** 4 Hq refUSea to Join the enter-

prise but he did not sneor at it.

4. Journals , 473-474.



"Like Emerson, Thorsuu was urged to Join Brook Farm* He
refused to try the experiment.” 5 He considered that Brook
Fern was merely another attempt to make the world over; he
wasn®"t in the world to make i1t a good place to live; but to
live in 1t, whether It was good or bad.

Strange as i1t nay seem, for their characters ad 1ideals
were, as far apart as the poles, ;:ar,;aret Fuller had her place
in the life and writings of Hawthorne. It will be necessary
to give a few details of her training and pe acmality, in order
to understand what will come later.

At an extreme-y early age she was taught to read. Her
father did not believe in letting her intellect take a natural
course of development; instead, he forced i1t almost beyond all
human reason. en she was at the aga when most of the children
of today are just starting school she was reading the classics,
and not only that but Horace and Ovid iIn the original. Every
evening before she could go to bed, she was required to recite
her lessons to her father. There was v ry little love iIn the
early life of Margaret# Her mother was too busy running the
household end taking car®© of children. Very soon the mother was
worn out and Margaret had to tcke over the duties of the house and
the teaching of the young -r children. Mr_."Fuller was quite an
autocrat In his own domain.

At an early age Margaret remarked upon the fact there were

b. Blankenship, 5useel, American Literature. 306-307.



many things which men amt boys did which wom*n and girls could

not. wvhs could not understand why. he decided that when she
grew up she would do as she pleased. I believe, on the contrary,
that she, even then, was not allowed to do as she wished. It 1s

true that she wished to become an outstanding woman, and that
she corampiished it; but it was not by doing as she pleased, but
by overcoming her handicaps. Her training was not the only stone
in her path; she was handicapped by her physical appearance.
She was not attractive. In her youth, before she learned to
make her personality her most outstanding trait, it might be
said that she was repulsive to most people. Of course a good
deal of that repulsivenesr: was due to her training, she was
not interested in the ideas or amusements of the other young
people of her day. Her chief occupation was to read and study
the classics* she loved them. Her clothe® were never suitable.
Finally the wife of one of the professors at Harvard took her
in hand and tried to help Margaret make the uoat of her good
qualities. She hud the full cooperation of Margaret herself,
and the two of them were able to accomplish much along the lines
of clothes, conversation, and mannerisms. It took a great deal
of effort on the part of Margaret to develop her sparkling per-
sonality. She soon became known up and down the country as the
outstanding woman of her time. Her father had taught her not to
be afraid to express her opinions end to be able to back them up.
She championed the cause of womanhood and stuck to it. 1in

this, she was fur adead of her* time. It wasn®t until over Tifty



years after her death that the Tfirst steps toward equality of
the sexes were taken, some of her contemporaries did cot think
that she was feminine. ;er wide reading and contacts with great
people developed in h«r characteristics which were far above the
petty distinctions between feminity and masculinity. Her inter-
ests were world wide and not centered in just a few of her more
intimate friends. he was interested in the trends of the world
and not iIn just the workings of her own particular household.

The burden of being, after her father’s death, the mainstay
of her family was one which she had to carry for a lon*; time,
hoot of her nervous energy was spent in consideration of others.
At Tirst it was the younger cliilcren and her mother, then it was
the young Jew whom she thought she laved, then it was the liberal
cause in Iltaly, and then it was her husband and child; which
absorbed her.

sirs. Franklin D. Roosevelt iIn her introduction to Margaret
Bell’s biography says of largaret Fuller, "She happened to live
in New Ragland but her nature was not stamped with the mark of
any locality. It had the warmth of the South and the breadth of
the whole world.” ® _Ad again, ™ack of it (her writing) we
still sense the enthusiasm for greatness of mind and soul; the
humility which was prepared to sit at the feet of any great men

or women; the self-sacrifice which gave always in every way6

6. Margaret Fuller, 13.



possible.™ Then, "It was a day when woman were of little
account in the intellectual field. There were few women of note
in this country in the world of letters end she stands out as
teacher and writer." S Mrs. Roosevelt Tt lves the following as
the one quality which stands out iIn Margaret Fuller: *the belief
and trust that human beings ware marching on through wider
sympathy and tolerance and understanding to a higher and finer
destiny.” ®

Lindsay swift in his discussion of her says, "if her youth-
ful aim had been more salf-cuiture, the refining process of years
had converts It into self-forgetfulness; IT her early sphere
of interests had been contracted, It had grown to embrace all
human service. Strong, yet without health, her capacity for
work was always astonishing; with an inborn live of ease and
luxury, her acceptance of almost uninterrupted poverty was oheer-
ful and sometimes greatful;-"" 10

Later 1 shall discuss in connection with his work,

Bllthedaie Romance. Hawthorne and Margaret Fuller and his reaction

to her.
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CHAPTER 11

HAWTHORNE AND BROOK PAW

It ssu.s odd that the least gregarious of Men should have
been drawn into a socialistic community"*j% but, although ho was
not urged on by any great transcandental fervor, he was willing
as an unoccupied young man to lend a hand in a reasonable scheme
for helping people to live together on better terms than were
common. Not only for this reason was he interested in the plan,
but also for some very personal reasons. George Parsons Lathrop
says, "‘Hawthorne had two objects iIn joining the community; one of
which was to secure a suitable ami economical home after mar-
riage; the other, to hit upon a mode of life which should
equalize tha sum of his exertions between body and brain.”™ 2
George P. Bradford, a fellow laborer and frisrni, said that he
believed that Hawthorne was attracted to the enterprise by the
hope of finding some more satisfactory opportunity of living
according to his tastes and views and also of uniting successfully
manual with intellectual work. 3

The Peabody*s book shop in Boston was a center of trans-

cendentulism and the preliminary meetings of the new association

were held there; and Hawthorne may have beconys acquainted with

1. James, Henry Jr. Hawthorne, 78-79.

£. "Biographical sketch”, Tales, sketches, and Other Papers,
Nathaniel Hawthorne, 487"

3. "Reminiscences of Brook Farm™, Century, Vol. 23, 143.
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the raoveraent there. He had been iInterested previously in the
community idea, in the case of the i"hakers, and he had twice
written tales with motives suggested by the life In such com-
munities. But the radical ideas would not have Interested him
so much if it had not happened to fulfill his ows private needs.

oodberry is of the opinion that,”Ko man was les™ of a
reformer than Hawthorne; he was constitutionally plegnatic
about society, a party man in politics, and an ironical critic
of all “coraeouters* as these people were then popularly nrraed;
and in this instance, which is the only apparently freakish
action in his life, he was certainly swayed by whet he supposed
to be his own interest. He was merely prospecting for a home
in which to settle. In this new community hopes were held out
that there would be cottages for the families, and the whole
business T supporting a family was to be simplified and made
easier by the joint arrangement of the community In an economi-
cal sense.” * <QOodberry also mentions the union of manual and
intellectual Ilabor.

Bradford believes that Hawthorn® was uisappointed la this
latter reason, therefore he gave up the manual labor after the
first summer. ”“Ue was shy end silent, and he was apparently

self-absorbed, but doubtless carefully observing and finding

material for his writings.” 8

4. Hathenlel Hawthorne. 105-106.

5. "Reminiscenses of Brook Farm,”™ Century. Vol. 23, 143.
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Hawthorne arrived at the farm in an April snow-storm. The
first mention of Brook Pam in his Note-Books 1is the line, 'Her
I an In a polar paradises " He wondered whether it was to " a
good or evil omen, bat he had faith in it. It appears that his
main Job was to help take care of the cows. He says, "l intend
to convert nyself into a milkmaid this evening.® "I have milked
a cowlS ” He also mentions foddering the cattle. " ® At first
Hawthorne was filled with enthusiasm and worked very hard. He
thought that by working six hours © day, he might earn the rsst
of the timr to writej but his six hours soon became sixteen. He
was so enthusiastic the first day that he worked the hay chopper
so hard that It broke. Dr, lipley declared that Hawthorne work-
ed like a dragon, ;

In a letter to his sister dated lay 3 he said, MAt the first
glimpse of fair weather, hr. Ripley summoned us iInto the cow-
yard, and introduced me to an iInstrument with four prongs,
commonly entitled a dung-fork. ith this tool 1 have already
assisted to load twenty or thirty carts of manure, and shall
take part iIn loading nearly three hundred more. Besides, |1
have planted potatoes and pease, cut straw and hay for the
cattle, and don® various other mighty work®. This very morning
I silked three cows, end I _.ilk two or three ev ry night and

morning. The weather has been so unfavorable that we have®

6. ~.merlcun Note-Books, 287, 228, "and 289.

7. Lathrop, George r. "Biographical Sketch™, Tales, Sketches.
and (ther apars. Nathaniel Hawthorn®, 4SE7"
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worked comparatively little iIn the fields; but, nevertheless, X
have gained strength wonderfully, - grown quite a giant,in fact,
e and can do a day’s work without the slightest iInconvenience.
In short X am transformed into a complete farmer,” Q The manure
spoken of her© was taken from a pile which he refers to In many
of his letters as his "gold mine."

Soon after his arrival he stated in e latter to Sophia that
he liked "his brethern iIn affliction v ry well,*™ 80 He also soon
noticed the beauty of the place. Ho ssys, 'l have not yet boen
twenty ye ds from our house and barn* but I begin to perceive that
this i1s a beautiful place.” © Later in the fall after he became
merely a boarder his letters are full of descriptions of the woods
and the surrounding country. He describe the changing colors
until finally the predominant color was a seered brown. Evidently
he liked Nature best in the fall, because he says, 'There is no
season when such pleasant and sunny spots may be lighted on, and
produce so pleasant effect on the feelings, as now iIn October.

The sunshine 1is peculiarly genial; and in sheltered places, as

on the side >f a bank, or of a barn or house, one becomes ac-
quainted with the sursM ", xt seems to be a kindly and homely
nature. A«a the green grass, strewn with a few withered leaves,
looks the more green and beautiful for them. In summer or spring,

Nature is farther from ones sympathies.”™ lie had his own par-

6. Hawthorne, Julian, Hawthorne and Hie 1ife, 227.
9. Hawthorne, Nathaniel, rican Note-Books, 227.
10. jjaarlcan Note-Books. 229.

11. 1bid, 256.
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ticular haunts which he visited and where he consumed with nature
and himself. One of his favorite walks was along the Needham road,
and another wbb through a wood of pines and along the edges of

the marshy land toward Cow Island. Cow Island was not an island,
but a piece of high ground surrounded by marsh and the Charles
River. Another of his haunts was a tree iIn which a grape vine

had so entwined itself that it made a bower.

He used to sit in the old-fashioned hall, hour after hour
holding a book before him; but he seldom turned the leaves,
because he was listening to the chatter arid fun of the young
people. He entered into the labor of the farm, but he seldom
entered the conversations. Tames remarks, "'Some of his com-
panions, either then or afterwards, took, 1 believe, rather a
gruesome view of want ol”articulate enthusiasm, and aecuae&Mfr
coming to the place as a sort of intellectual vampire, for purely
psychological purposes. He sat in a corner, they declared, and
watched the inmates when they were off their guard, analysing
their character, and dissecting the amiable ardour, the magnani-
nious illusions, which he was too cold blooded to share.™ "9 This
attitude was childish. IT Hawthorn®© was there without really
being a part of it, it was fortunate for posterity because Brook
Farm would, otherwise, have been forgotten long ago. iss
Sedgwick, 1in her article, remarks upon the fact that Hawthorne

did more observing than reading when ho was sitting In the hall.2

/
12. Hawthorne, 64-85.
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She tells a story or two about him which I think It might be
Interesting to note here. One evening, when Hawthorne, reading
as usual, was alone In the hall, she and another girl were going
up the ateirs. It waa suggested by one of them that they throw
sofa pillows at him. They reached over the banister and each
took a cushion and threw it. awthornc immediately seized a
broom and worded off the cushions and then threw them back at
the twirls. >s fast as the girls could throw them at him ths
pillows came back with raoro effect, hitting the girls every
time, while they could only hit his broom. Not a word was
spoken during the battle. Hie eyes shone and twinkled like stars.
It would seem from this that he could enter into the fun when

he wanted to do so. hhe says forth r, *W memories of Hawthorne
are among the pleasantest of ray rook farm recollections. Us
manners to children were charming and kind. | sew him on© day
walking, as waa his custom, with his hands behind his back,

head bant forward, the two little Bancrofts and other children
following him with pleased faces and stooping every now and then
with broad smiles, after which they would rise and run on again
behind him. Puzzled these lanoeuvres, | watched closely,

and found that although he hardly move a muscle except to walk,
yet from time to time he dropped a penny, for which the child-
ren scrambled.”

Here and there in the Notes one notices a faint hint that*

13. nk Girl of Sixteen at Brook Farm,'" Atlantic. Vol. 85, 397.
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he wax getting tftxeA of the axxw.gemeu.tj -t It Im not until in
August that hr, soy* anything tangible, "And, joyful thought! 1in
a little more than a fortnight I shall be free from ray bondage,
— fro® to enjoy Bature, — free to think end feel!” And
again, '"0: labor 1i1e the cure®© of the .orld, and nobody can
meddle with it without becoming proportionally brutlfiod, Dost
thou think 1t a praiseworthy matter, that 1 have spent five
golden months providing food for cows ©ad horaeof Dearest it ie
not so, Shank U-od, ray soul ie not utterly buried under a dung-
heap, || ©hall retain It, somewhat delighted, to be sure,

but not utterly unsuacepti j*> of purificatlon, * /

On the SSnd of jtuguet he wrote, ™hat | am becoming more and
more convinced that we most not lean upon this community* What-
ever 1lb to be done must be done by my own undivided strength*

X shall not remain here through the winter, unless with an ab-
solute certainty that there will be a house ready for us iIn the
spring*”

On the 3rd of September he rote from nalea, "But really
I should Judge it to be twenty years sine© | left Brook farm;
and 1 take this to be one .roof that my life there was an un-
natural and unsuitable, and therefore an unreal, one. It al-
ready looks like a dream behind me* The real mo was never an

associate of the community! there has been a spectral nppe* e iced

14, /userloan Mote-Books«™Mho,

15, "Berio* of low? Letters of Hawthorne,” hatlon. Vol. 85, 160.

le* African foto-jooks. 237.
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there, sounding the hern at daybreak, and ranking* the 03wo, end
hoeing t.— potatoes, and raking hay, tolling in the eon, and
doing me the honor to assume my name*”

evidently he found nothing hotter in kale® or Boston, or
perhaps there was hope of them getting a cottage builtj because,
however it was, we find him writing from Brook farm the 28ned of
SeptemberHero 1 am again, slowl.*adapting myself to the life
of thin queer community, whence 1 seem to h* re been aba--at half
a lifetime, <« bo utterly have 1 grown apart-from the spirit and
manner of the jincO." *u A little farther on iIn the letter me
find a brighter prospect, "1 have a friendlier disposition to-
wards the farm, now that 1 am no longer obliged to toil iIn its
stubborn farrows, * A tm days inter he wrote that ha eimply
could not and would not spend the winter there# Hear the end
of September- he was ©looted to two offices in the association$
trust®# of,the estate# and chairman of the oo»siti®e of finance.8*
But this In no way decided whether he whoold remain or not,

mhawthom e 1le farewell to the place in given in the words of

Kilos Ooverdale in -he BUthedale Bomanee, Jo sagacious man
will long retain his sagacity If he live exclusively among r®»

formers and progressive people, without periodically returning@

17. lbid. , 837.

10. Ibid., 840-241.

19* Ibaorloan Jot jo”s. 841.
80. lbid., 242.



to the settled system OfF things, to correct himself by a new
observation from that old standpoint*” )

Hawthorne wrote & very Interesting word picture of a Mew
Tngland village fair to which he journeyed with Million Allen to
sell a oalf and toy some pigs to take the place of those which
he had tended all singer* 9 later on ho wrote a eulogy on those
pig* juat before they were hilled* E4 Perhaps i1t won of his
sentiments concerning these that liios Sedgwick told when she
wrote, "hhen, in the following winter, the Brook Farmers, m a
delicate attention, sent a sparerlb to lirex 6 s. 1illlard, with
whom e wae then staying iIn Boston* thinking to please him, he
raised his Lands in horror, and exclaimed, “1 should as Boon
think of & sculptor®s eating a piece OfF one OFf file own statues*"‘g§

It wae la a letter written on the 80th of September that he
described a picnic party in the woods* lie showed iIn that
letter that the formers could not only work out could elec play
with a vengeance* It might te said oonoemiag Brook Farm that It
war: all one big-picnic, tout that assumption would toe unfounded*

She last letters from the farm io NOt make any mention of

what he iIntended to Ac* [Ilhe last reference iIn hie Botes is dated38

88.  iOffigg, Vol. 4, 1S?.
S3* American Bote-hooka,. 347-391,

34. Ibid., 353-855.

35. ndoirl of Sixteen -at drool: Farm,” Atlantia. Vol. 85, 396*

86. Amorioan hote-Booke. £51-853*
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October 87, 1841 atta reads, '"'Fringed gentians, I found the
I=t, probably, that will bo seen this year, growing on the margin
of the brook.'27

In summing up Hawthorne’s attitude toward Brook Farm, we
find that i1t was a changing attitude 1 so far as he and hie own
needs were concerned, iIn the first place he was not a 1"ranaocen*
dentallnt, and he was not iInterested iIn the experiment because
of the Ivories which wore book of 1t* J?a*rir.gtoo says, '‘cool,
detac ©d, rationaliatie, curiously inquisitive, he looked out
upon the ferment of the times, the olaoh of rival philosophies
and rival interests, only to bring them into hie study and turn
upon them the light of Ms critical analysis, Hadioal In his
intellectual processes, he oould never become greatly iInterested
in specifics radicalisms* He is often thought of as a "traaeoen-
dentalist, and his association with the leabodys and his venture
into Brook Farm might seen to lend color to euoh an interpreto**
tion. lot nothing In his intellectual sympathies marks him as
of the school.” 28 She plunge into the Brook Farm Utopianism
proved that the waters wars colder and less hospitable than he
hoped. Morris says, *_.ioty 1 1the abstract concerned Lin very
little. Me was not the temperascent of a reformer and he had
no interest and but small sympathy with refers* in any sphere*

In so far as he possessed any philosophy, fee was 1n agreement

8T. XM&., 272,
88. gho Bomantio Bevolutioa. in toerioa. 18Q0*186u. 448*443,
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with seisess of th® belief® commonly held by the transoeadentaliatst
but the tamper of his salad was skeptical and habitually he
reached his conclusions by observing life rather than by absorb-
ing doctrine# Neilther hie temperament not his opinion*) pre-
disposed hie. to active participation in a regenerative experi-
meat conducted by a group of rrdioal theorists*** ' jJamkanship
gives Barringtoil®s ideas In this manner, "Although h® was a
membor of Brook Farm and nominally a romantic idealist, he had

no belief in human perfectibility, that he mistrusted man®s
instincts, and that he was barred from participation in transcen-
dentalism by hie I»ok OF raystioiem."

Share is NO doubt, but that Hawthorne joined the association
for practical reasons* And it is also very plain that he was
disappointed In these expectations* Blankenship says that th®
experience MM dietasteful to him and that ever after he was
skeptical about tixeories of social betterment* Georg® Curtis
wrote in the Easy Chair that Hawthorne chewed no marked affection
for Brook Farm*" " Hawthorne, himself, referred to his stay,
there as the one romantic episode in his life, but that was
years later™ It is clear that at first <o enjoyed the experience*
he wrote to his sister, '"such a delectable way of life has

never been seen on earth elno® the days of tae early Christians.3

39* hhe Aebolllouc hurlfen. 131*
HO* American literature. 373-373#
81. s.bid~ . 374.

3S. Swift, Lindsay. brook Farm. 170-171.

33* hawthorn®* Julian, hawthorno and His hjfe, 328.



Ee entered Into the experiment with the spirit that a email
bop might have In taking hie first dose of sugar-coated pills.
It was all right until the sugar was gone, then It was quit®O
bitter, "When he discovered that there was small chance of it
fulfilling his own practical needs, he was ready to try some-
thing ele-T, lie said himself that the only thing loft for him
to do there was to “observe, think, end feel, and content my-
self with catching glimpses of things which may be wrought oat
hereafter,"” 34

It 1s with what was wrought out later that I shall concern

myself in the next chapter*3

34, American iiote-Booka. 241*
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Obviously Brook Fains provided the setting for Uav.thorns s
-iillthedale Hoiaaaea. although many of his biographers, oven his
son and hie son-in-law, claim that the experiment had only
slight connection with the novel. In this novel Hawthorne shows
himself to be more of a realist than would be guessed from some
of his other works* Swift says, ""Having clearly in mind cer-
tain iIncidenta and experiences at Brook Furr, some of which
amused and irritated him, he did not avoid the impulse to tell
these happenings pretty nearly m he found them, until, un-
substantial as the diameters may or may not, be, the daily life
and doings, the scenery, the surroundings, Mid even trivial
details are presented with a well-nigh faultless accuracy,” 1
Ulthedale Romance was written iIn the early part of 1862, while
Hawthorne lived at Host jJowion, An entry In the notebooks on
the 20th of April, 1062, says, "Wrote the last page of Hie
iilithedole romance,”™ 8 Again on my 1st, "wrote Preface, After-
wards modified and conclusion and lengthened it to 201 page®.

First proof-sheets May 14," 8 host newton was only a few miles2

1. Brook Farm. 17£,
2, American Hote-i1i1ookr;.409,

3. Ibia., 409.



from Roxbury; and m m though Ripley*® experinent had long since
passod out of existruaco, the scene of the Utopia was still there*
Undoubtedly Hawthorne visited the place iIn order to refresh his
memory* Bat Morris says, '"'For Nathaniel this proximity to the
scene of his story was convenient but not oscontin!j his note-
books covering the period of his sojourn at Brook Farm yielded
a mass of precise, minute observationst his memory, reviving
these iImpressions with greater enjoyment than he had anticipated,
served him admirably*” 4

Hawthorne in a letter to a friend said, *.hen I write
another rornano®, — * 1 shall give some of my experiences and
observation® at Brook Farm,”™ s In the preface of the novel,
which he wrote after he had finished the story and, perhaps,
after some oorameate had been mad© upon the resemblance, he*
wrote, "‘Uhe author does not wish to deny that he had this com-
munity iIn mind, and that he has oocasetonally availed himself
of hi® actual reminiscence®, iIn the hope of giving a more life-
like tint to the fmioy-sketoh In the following pages, lie beg®
it to be understood, however, that he B&& considered the in-
stitution itself as not less fairly the subject of fictitious

handling than the imaginary personages whom he ha® i1ntroduced

4. 28&3*
5. Ibid*, S6S.
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tiierO*”“6 And, nim short hi® present concern with thO socialist
community la merely to Ost blish a theatre, a little removed
from the highway of ordinary travel, where the oroaturey of hla
brain may play their phontassutgorical antics, without ©joeing
them to too eloae a comparison with the actual ©Ovents of real
lives,"” " Again, '"Slhese characters, he feel© it right to say,
are entirely fictitious* It would, indeed (considering km

few amiable qualities he distributes among his Imaginary pro*
geay), bo a most grievous wrong to hi® former o oollont a®»
sedates, were the author to allow to be supposed that he had
boon sketching any of their likenesses* Had he attempted it,
they would at least have recognised the touches of a friendly
pencil* But he las don© nothing of the kind*, The self-eoa*
oentr ted Philanthropists Hie high-spirited Woman, bruising
hers:-I1T against the narrow limitations of her sox; the weakly
Maiden, whose tremulous nerves endow her with sibylline at-
tributes; tt®© Minor Poet, beginning life with strenuous aspera*
tlons, which die out with his youthful fervor;* all these might
have been looked for at Brook Far®, but, by some accident

never usd® their appearance there*n "

fhere are certain feature® of the sotting of the novel¥
6* Blltnedale :io»aance. Iil,
7. 1bid,, 1Il.

0. Blithedale Bananas, V*
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which coincide with corresponding features st Brook rfamt
Coverdale®e "hermitage'" i1s an elaboration of Hawthorne’s haunts,
the bower formed by the grape vine entwined in the pine tree*
They both climb into the tree in search of seclusion and both
oat grapes from the vines,*Q Eliot*s Pulpit was a huge boulder
which reoieved its name from the tradition that John Eliot had
preached there to the Indians*2,0 Coverdale®s longing for the
building of the oottages reminds one of Hawthorne"s search tOX

a home for himself and Eophia*22, More important are some of the
author *s own experiences at Brook Farm, which 1*awthorne took
from his Hote-Books. Ooverdale®s arrival at the farm iIn an

April snow-storm oorreB onds to Hawthorne"s arrival .Uoverdale
too, was sick after his arrival* aoh one uses that for an
excuse for not working even after he Is well* Silas Foster®s .
saying that some one would have to go to the fair at Brighton

to buy pigo corresponds to the buying of the pigs by Allen at
the eam© F ir mentioned iIn the Bote-Books. asset toe, Hawthorn®*e
eulogy on the hogs wae copied almost verbatim into the novel*25

She aooo.mt of the picnics, table ux, readings from bhakespeare A

9* AmerlO N ~ote-Books. 247, Compare Jllthedale Homanoo. 120-121.
10. Ibid* , ESS, Compare tillthedale Homunos. 141,

11* 1bid., 227, Comp re blithedale Bomaaoo. 156.

12. American Hot©-Books. 226, Compare Bllthe&ale romance. 14-15.
13. Ibid,, 231, Compare Bllthed.-le Bomanoe* 49*

14. 1bid.. 247-251, Compare Blltheflale Homance. 27*

15. Ibid., 255-255, Compare Bllthed&le Bomanoe. 170-171.
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were taken from Ms memories of Brook Farm* An aocoont of a
pionio la the woods in honor of a little do,? at Brook farm
recorded In the Bote-Books was rewritten as the masquerade iIn
the woods in the novel*16 Coverdale®s description of his ear.
rounding® in the hotel la Boston, too, was taken from his note*.
nooks*l?

Swift says, “whoever chances to know the topography and
history of Brook farm, must of necessity folio the eBltthedale
Bomanoe* from the opening transcript of the author *e arrival
in the April storm, through real scenes sad real events corre-
sponding only too faithfully with the mlse-sa-soono and movement
of the Brook Farm Association*" 10 Shore oan he no doubt that
Brook farm furnished the setting for the novel* burner, whom
I am following in the detailed aheck of iIncidents, saye,
"Clearly She Blithedala aoaanoa was fTirst planned with the Brook
Farm community as s basis*"

Since .illthedole Bomanoe was written in the first person,
Coverdale 1is the spokesisan of the author, and his thought© and

opinions correspond to those of the author, and iIn addition,¥

It 1bid,. £61-263, Compare Bllthe&ale Somano”™. 244-247,
17. Ibid*. 204, Compare Bllthedale homf?_use. 176-17C,
18* crook far&r* 178.

19* Autobiography la Che Bllthedale Boicaaoe. 41*



87

his experienooa are very similar to those of Hawthci 1©. Corner
says, “To begin with, Coverdale and Wewthorn® obviously oc-
cupied similar positions in the world* Both were bachelors
somewhat advanqsd in agg, find both spent noise time In a social*
istio oomunity, making oosasional viaito to the oity* doth
were men of letters* Likewise Coverdale’s relation to the
world is identical with what hawthorn* recognized aa his own,
and frequently attributed to himself** so Coverdale is a ro*
oluse and a spectator and is regarded as an Intruder even as
Hawthorne was* he was always anallsing the souls around hiia*
Coverdal© had the same attitude toward Blithedale that Hawthorne
had toward Brook farm, exoopt that Hawthorne puts doubts and
misgivings into the mind of Coverdal® at the beginning* coverdal®,
like Hawthorn®, chopped hoy; worked in the "gold mine'; milked
oo»"/B= and, like Hawthorn®, was nimbi© to aoaompllsh anything
along the literary line. Coverdal® like Hawthorne disapprovf
of any attempt at reform and philanthropy* Again Coverdal®
agrees with Hawthorne iIn the matter of women*a rights and also
in the matter of women entering the fields of oratory and
literature* Among many other little things In which they agree
are their love of seclusion and their disapproval of spiritual*

_ 81
lets and mesmerists*

80* Ibid*, 48*

81, darner, Arlin. “Autobiography in She Bllthe&ale Homnnoo*"'
42-46.
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I am Inclined to believe with too&berry that “Lis Hawthorn*1*
mm attitude is sketched frankly In Milos Goferdale,”22* Swm
though Hawthorm©® said the oharactora wore imaginary™ it must be
agreed that Hawthorme is self-portrayed in the person and atti-
tude Of Liles Oovordalo.

Whoa Hawthorne learned that some of his contemporaries who
knew t.argarot Puller were identifying her with Senoblc. he mad®
haste to declare that no ohar- otere iIn the book had a prototype#
lieverthaleao down through the year* the i1dea has persisted. He
motioned a letter, which Goferdale had reelaved from Miee
Fullor, and the fact that Jrisoilla resembled her, probably In
the hope of diverting the renders attention from the likeness
between Zenobia and Miss Fuller, Surner says that the passing
reference to Miss .Fuller serves only to convince anyone that he
really had her In mind when ho created Lonobia,23 Heley agrees
that Zenobin represents Margaret Fuller, whose forwardness
offended Hawthorn*1* latent juritantea,"'84 Margaret Fuller*
among those Interested iIn reform, was probably the only one with
whom Hawthorne had oontaot, She was never officially associated
with jrook Farm, mainly because she detested, the farmj but
she was a visitor there and her name was connected with the

venture. Shat alone would give one the i1dea that Hawthorn® had

22, nathaalel Hawthorn®. 228,

88. "Autobiography in filee mithedale homagetw48*

84. Amorloan Literature, 98-99*
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her In mind. burner points out a moh closer resemblance, "A
striking parallel between Eenobia and Miss Fuller lies in their
backgrounds. >aoh was preoooiouB as a child, and each suffered
from being brought up by a man; both were driven by unsatis-
factory early lives to devote themselves to futile attempts to
Improve the position of women. The two resemble ©aoh other,
furthermore, 1i1n their natures. Miss Fuller was famous for her
personality, as well as for her oratorical and conversational
powers; and hawthorn®©*e account of Eenobia gives her the same
traits. The closest parallel, however, between Eenobia and her
apparent prototype lies iIn their purpose and work. Like Margaret
Fuller, Eenobia had written stories and tracts "in defense of her
sex”™ and had made lectures on the stage, and she was determined
to continue advocating women®s rights.”*% Of course there were
scrip differences. For instance, Eenobia was beautiful and
healthy, whereas hiss Fuller was pr&etioally an invalid and was
rather masculine, naturally I1f Hawthorne did not want his readers
to connect the two, he would not portray them too oloeely. Then
too, the heroine of hie book had to be beautiful and healthy.
Again quoting Turner, "lt seems impossible, then, to escape the
conclusion that Margaret Fuller suggested to Hawthorn® a good

. . .86
many of the traits In Eenobia“d character.8

85. "Autobiography in L- Jllthodalo Homanoe,* 49.

26. Ibju., 50*
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HaWthorne disapproved of Use Fuller’s championing of women’s
rights, and they certainly were not on Intimate terms, Ila
November, 1840, he cays,"l was invited to din© at hr, Bancroft*e
yesterday, with lie©® Margaret Fullere but yrovidenc© had given
me some business to do, for which | was very thankful#"27
Blankenship states that, "In ivenobla the novelist has given a
spiteful picture of Margaret duller, But lkterson says,
"Hawthorne drew some sketches, not happily, as | thinkj |
should rather say, quite unworthy of hie genius. Ho friend who
knows liargaret Fuller oould recognise her rich and brilliant
genius under the dismal mask which the public fancied was meant
for in that disagreeable story*" I think that if merson had
seen an estimate of hor and an aooount of her life in Italy
which Hawthorn© wrote from Bom®, he perhaps, would have believed
with some others that Hawthorne’s iapr©salons of her wore tinged
with his owm prejudioes. In th© following quotation he gives his
informant’s ideas, but they must have been his own too* "She
was a great humbug, . of course, with much talent and much
moral reality, or ©OIs© she oould never have been so gro t a
humbug.”" He goes on, "She had stuck herself full of borrowed

qualities, which she chose to provide herself with, but whichg

27* A&orloan Hote-Booka. 225.
28* American liter .tore, ; 76-377.

29. "Historic Hotee of life and letters in liassachus©tie,”" 541.
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had no root in ho**"™ *It wac such an awful joke, that she should
have resolved — in all einoorlty, no aoubt —* to sake heroolf
the greatest, wisest, best wosaan of the ago* And to that and
she set to work on her strong, heavy, unpliable, and in many
respects* defective and evil nature, and adorned it with a
aoeaic of admirable qualities, flush a® she aliooe to possess*
utting here a splendid talent and there a moral excellence, and
polishing eaoh separate piece, and the whole together, till it
seemed to shine afar and dazsle all who saw it,” "But she was
not working over an inanimate aubstuaoe, like marble or slay*
there was eonsthing within her that she could not possibly some
at, to re-oreat® or refine it* and, by arid by, this ru a old
potency bestirred itself, and undid all her labor in the twink-
ling of an eye*w3u

"The incident introduced into The Blithod:.lo homagee which
1© commonly considered as giving the result of hawthorn©*® life
and observation at brook farm, — the drowning of one of his
oharasters — with its ghastly features, did not really occur
here, but In another place at some distance, and really had no
connection,” Of sours®, the incident which Bradford here
recalls Is the suicidal drowning of Senobia* CM the first

anniversary of his marriage Hawthorne helped hunt for the body

30* Hawthorn®, Julian, Hawthorne and HI® wife. 260,Sol,

31* "Bet.lttieenaes of Brook form,” Century. Vol* 23, 142,



of a young girl who lived near Concord and who had become des-
pondent and had tacovm herself into the river* 2h© account of
the tragedy which he recorded in hie journal furnished material
for the tragic end of the story* 2he t o accounts ar- practically
the same*I® Bome of Hawthorne's contemporaries considered this
incident of the story prophetic of the way in which Margaret
Fuller met her death#

Carl tan Boren ©peaks of friaellla as toeing# "closely
studied from the little seamstress at brook farm#”gJI *S3ie two
women have had the same background* - that is, Priscilla has
the same background which Hawthorne learned or surmised the
seamstress at Boxtoury had had* ©eh has been a seamstress in the
city, and shows clearly the effects of hor confining work* both
are exceedingly slight of stature and ar® on the ‘'outer limit of
girlhood.1 Bespit© a diminutive physique and fair ©Kin, each
little seamstress is extremely vivacious; bounds and dances
Instead of walking, laughs continually, and runs races with the
boys, and oheer© those about hor by her gaity and playful spirit.
Both are liked by all their associates, even though neither can
do her part of the work*”gg On account of the likeness in theSB

32* Hawthorne, Julian, Hawthorne and Hie Wife. 298-303, Compare
blithedale Boaanoe, 266-27¢*

33. Burner, Arlln, “Autobiography in Bite Bllthednle Bomanoe,”
48.

34» American ilovol. 98-100*

35, Burner, ArlIn. "Autobiography in She Blithedale Romance,”
48, 47.



33

wording of the accounts of two incidents concerning Priscilla,
as they wore written in a letter, and as they appe r In the story,
burner ie convinced that Hawthorne inrote the latter with the
former before him, She incidents are, her ride on too back of
one of the oxen, and her climb up on to a load of hay and cons®©-
quant upset of the Ioad.36

It might be Interesting and profitable to note hero burner's
idea aa to a possible source for the clear .otexizations of Senobia
and Priscilla* It Is Ladcuue a© stable Ccrixmo* ”In each novel
tno older sitslor is vivacious and beautiful and is talented, most
of all in extemporaneous speaking and in dramatizations of scenes
from Shakespeare'* plays; whereas the younger sisters in each is
a frail and retiring creature# mystery surrounds the past lives
of & oh pair ofs,sisters, and the sister relation is not revealed
until late in each story. hash older sister meets death, stores
over, as a result of griof over losing her lover to her sister#

Hollingsworth does not nave any one prototype* His character
seems to include traits taken from various philanthropists of
Hawthorne *s day. burner has chosen three main ones; 111lata B*

un

Pike, Orestes Augustus Brownson, and George Bipley,* A reviewer

of Blithedale é’omanoc suggested Dana or Charming.SB Swift con-8

36. Ibid., 47.

37* "Hawthorne*e Literary Borrowings,” 660#

38# "Autobiography in She Blitmedale hoxaanco® 50*
39* "BUthedalo Homaneo,” Living Age* Vol. 34, 332.
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aiders Blast Pratt to bo the original of Silas foster,40 But
EriOQtlia 1is scolded for climbing on the load of hay,
foster takes the part of William Allen* for in Hawthorn©eo letter
it ms Allen vho .threatened to "riftt two horse shoes around hex
neck, " 41 footer is "lUlatu Orange when he stands looking on at
the matsquerade*A'Z and when foster helps recover the body of
Seiaobifi he corresponds to the unidentified m&a who helped recover
the body of Earths Bunt at Concord,43
Bllthedale Bomanoe "simply borrowed from Brook Texts. Borne
suggestions of character and a few touche® of local color* but
was neither intended nor received a®© an account of the Associa-
tion* She artlet did as painters do* - used the material in
his possession, and produced hie effects by such combinations
a® suited his purpose. Bis work reflects upon Brook Fora
neither credit nor discredit*"4%' Hawthorne would not have had

a much better picture of Brook Farm, the life there, and some

of its residents had he photographed it instead of painting It.

4qu, Brook fata, 175*

41* American Bote-Books.S00, Compare All thedal e Aoaaaoe, 69*
432*  Ibid, * SSU-F&S* Compare Bllthedalw Aoiaanoe. 246*
43* Hawthorne* Julian, hathan!el Hawthorne and Hie Wife, 297.

44, Frothtngham* 0O, B* George Btaley, 163-154,
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-hie study shows that, although he was a member of Brook
Faxm Association, Hawthorn® w& not In sympathy with the theory
of the enterprise, ua was In searoh of & home where he could
take Sophia Peabody. M© hoped that there would be a cottage
built for them at the farm* Perhaps If he had stayed longer,
the aottoge would have been built eventually; but h© got Im
patient and oould not wait. Another attraction was the thought
that at the farm he oould earn a living and still have tiiao
and energy to spend in literary efforts. Me was disappointed
in this, too, so all in all, hi® entrance into the venture was
not very fruitful, perhaps the only fruit®© were a few friend-
ships and the experience© which were later incorporated into
fho Blitne&aie homanoe,

She study of She HIllthodale Jfop&acc reveals that Hawthorne
must have had the farm in faind beoause it certainly furnishes
the setting of the novel. Liles Coverdale is a very thin dis-
guise for the author* M has the same attitudes and experiences
that awthorn© had while they . darts of Hawthorne's letters
and journals are transcribed into the story. Hawthorne must
hpve had harrrarot Fuller in mind when he created Senobia* At
least he considered hor typical of her clam and he mad® Senooia

true to type. Priscilla is undoubtedly tho 3.1ttle seamstress of

Brook Perm as recorded In his Hote-Books. She rest of the
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characters do rot lend themselves so readily to this kind of
study, because they are raade up of traits taken from several
people.

Hawthorne stated in the preface to She Biithedal hoaspoe
that ho wished someone vjould write a history of the Brook
Farm community.1 He did not realise that in his romance he

had written the best possible history of the oduiesanity.l

1, nilthedale Boiflace, v.
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