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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

When North Dakota, South Dakota and Montana were
admitted into the Union in 1889, provisions were made
granting to each state, lands to he set aside and the
investments from these lands to he used for the educa-
tional institutions of each state. The Federal Gov-
ernment stated the amount of land granted to each insti-
tution Iin the three states. However, in each state
additional grants were given. Each state was to use its
own method in selecting and distributing these lands for
the different institutions.

In each case the state legislature was given the
power to make laws regarding the selection and sale of
the lands and the amount to he sold. Provisions also
were made as to the method of investing the money, as
each state Is held responsible for the Investments. In
order to cover the entire field the title "“School Lands
of North Dakota, South Dakota and Montana" has been
selected.

Purpose of the Study

The purpose of this study is to determine how
much land was finally selected for each Institution in
the several states and what method the states have used

in the sale and leasing of these lands; to find out how



much land has bean sold, how much has gone back to the
state and the total amount on hand at the present time.
Also to see wnat methods have been used in investing the
money for the different, institutions and how much is on
hand at the present time; as well as which of the methods
of investing has proved the most successful and satis-
factory up to the present time.
Sources of Data

Ihe Information is taken from the national and
legal provisions of the Feaerol Constitution, Prom
the laws of North Dakota, South Dakota am Montana, other
Information is derived. The state legislatures meet
every two years and constant changes are being made in
the laws governing the handling of scnool lands. For
tills reason it is hard to get the compiled laws of the
different states up to date. The laws for North Dakota
are compiled up to 1913* and from 1913 to 1930 the ses-
sion laws contain the information.

In addition to the laws, a questionnaire was sent
out to the county treasurers of the fifty-three counties
in North Dakota, asking the total amount of school land
on hand at the present time. It also asked for the num
ber of acres leased, the number of acres under cultiva-
tion and the amount that was received for each lease.

Letters were sent, to the commissioners of each



state asking for information about school lands. From
North Dakota, the "Nineteenth Biennial Report of the
Commissioner of University and School Lands, for the
period beginning July 1, 1928, and ending June 30, 1930,
was sent.

From South Dakota, the "21st Biennial Report of
the Commissioner of School and Public Lands, 1928-30,
was sent.

From Montana, "The State of Montana, Reports of
Commissioner of state lands and Investments, for the
Two Fiscal Years Beginning July 1st, 1928, and Ending
June 30th, 1930," was sent. From these reports the
amount of land on hand, the amount sold, the amount
leased and the Investments are taken.

Delimitations

This study will deal only with the land grants
of the three states in question. No lands outside of
the original grants will be considered. Common school
sites and locations of common school buildings will not
be considered. No attempt will be made to discuss the
grants in the townships and school districts.

One county in North Dakota will be selected and
the lands plotted in the map of the county to show how
this could be worked out If necessary. Only the county
treasurers in North Dakota were asked to fill out ques-

tionnaires.



CHAPTER 2
NATIONAL AND LEGAL PROVISIONS

Montana, North Dakota and South Dakota were ad-
mitted into the Union in 1889* Every state which is
admitted into the Union must have an enabling act passed
by Congress in order to function as a state. In the
enabling act passed for these states, there were cer-
tain sections passed for schools, which provided for
public lands to enable these states to adopt a free
system of public education. This land was to become
valuable some time as settlement increased. The money
derived from sales or leases would aid the pioneers who
were just getting started to provide for establishing
free schools, common and secondary, and also state inst-
itutions.

One of the sections in the enabling act stated
that provisions should be made for the establishment
and maintenance of a system of public schools, which
should be open to all children of said state, and free
from sectarian control.

One section stated that upon the admission of
these three states, sections sixteen and thirty-six of
every township should be used for common school purposes.
If any of this land had been occupied by homestaaders

before it was surveyed, an equal amount was to be



selected as near as possible to the land that was so
occupied,

Ths se lands might be disposed of at public auc-
tion for not less than ten dollars per acre. Probably
this minimum amount has caused considerables difficulty
in the method of handling school land. The last legis-
lature, North Dakota 1933» passed a new measure, that
provides for the sale of grazing land at $5,00 per acre.
Before this act may become effective each state must
change its laws and adopt this measure into its consti-
tution.

The money from the sales of school land shall
constitute a permanent fund. Only the interest may be
used for public school purposes. In addition to this
fund, five per cent of the net proceeds of the sale of
all public land shall be added and the interest shall
be used for the support of the common schools.

For the support of agricultural colleges, 90,000
acres of land, to be selected as provided for in sec-
tion 10 of the enabling act, were granted to each of
the states, with the exception of South Dakota, whose
grant was 120,000 acres. Swamps, overflow, or alkali
lands were not included in these grants.

To the state of South Dakota were granted, for

the School of Mines, 40,000 acresj for the Deaf and



Dumb school, 40,000 acres; for the nefoxm school, 40,000
©ores; for the Agrieul tural colie®©#, 40,000 acres;for

the University, 40,000 acres; for th© state normal schools
80.000 acres; for public bu.*idikgb at the state capital,
50.000 acres, and for such other eduoationtil and chari-
table purposes as th© legislature of the state might
determine, 1VQ,000 acres; in all, 500,000 acres* To
Hortii Dakota was given the etm& amount of land to be used
In the eam®© way.

In Montana there ware granted for the establishment
and malnteaano®© of a school of Mines, 100,000 acres; for
the Agricultural College, 50,000 acres; for the estab-
lishment of a Reform School, 50,000 acres; and for the
e&pitol buildings, 100,000 acres.

The enabling act furthe* states that no state shall
receive any more great© for any purpose, but that those
grants my bo disposed of and used in such a manner aa
tlie different state legislaturea rmey provide. Mineral
lands were not included in these grants; but in case any
cinoral lands should be included in the sections desig-
nated, an equal amount of other was to be a©looted to

tafco its place*



Table 1

Summary of Lands Granted to Public Institutions In Three

States
Institutions North Dakota South Dakota Montana
School of mines 7 40,000 40,000 100,000
Reform school 7 40,000 40,000 50,000
Deaf and dumb school 40,000 40,000 50,000
Agricultural college j 130,000 160,000 190,000
University ' 40,000 40,000 46,000
Capitol 50,000 50,000 200, 000
Normal schools- 80, 000 80,000 100,000
41! other purposes 170,000 170,000 170,000
Total 590.000 620.000 906.000

State Laws

4n attempt will be made next to trace the effects
of some of the state laws down to the present time, to
determine their wisdom in anticipating the conditions
that later arose. Some provisions in those laws had a
very beneficial result, while others caused great em
barrassment.

The state laws have added to the provisions of
the Enabling Act, that all lands that become property
of the state by escheats, donations, and fines for vio-
lation of state laws, or all other properties that

the state acquires, shall be and remain a perpetual



tmA for th©® maintenance of common sebools. AIll three

states seem to agree on this# This is (tolled a trust

fund. The principal remains intact. It may be inarea**
ed, but never diminished, and the state shill make good
all losses, should cay occur. As to the laws for making

up the?so losses the three states vary in their practices.
North Dakota and Montana handle their losses in much the
mMum way, making th© state reaponBiblej #111© in South
Dakota the loans are mad# through the oountiee end each
county ia held responsible for its own losses. All
states a ;ree that only the interest end income from
these funds shall be used and applied eve;y year for
the ccranon schools. This money shall be divided among
the common schools according to the number of Children
of school age within each district. In case earn# of this
fund is not used in any year, it must be added to the
general fund#
Amount atl Sale of Lends

The following provisions wore made for the sal®©
of school lands. In North Dakota, beginning one year af-
ter the me© ing of the first legislature, one-fourth of
the common school land might be sold within five years,
ono-balf of the remainder within the next tea years, and
the rest any time after that. Goal and mineral land can
never be sold, but the legislature may provide for leas-

ing it* J



Vubie £
Tim Whan PuM.!© Land Bight Be Sold 1b

the Following btaies

North Dakota South JbafcdbsL ilontai&a}
One-fourth within One-third nithin As soon as
3 years 5 years possible

One-fourth within
next O years
One-fourth within Two-'thirds the next
next O years XS years
One-fourth my
time after
la South Dakota cm®©-third slight bo aold within
the first five yec.ro, and act atre than foio-third®© *itBin
the fifteen yearse -ho legibleeare bus the right
to rte?» pitvialot.* for the sale of tit Ifti.de* In Mor.t-
ans it umms that Shore tree SO time fixed <for the eola
of ay specified amounts of load* The land was to ho©
sold and convorted into c peraaaant fund a© soon as prac-
ticable*
"Bern of Board and Caapositien
Cjn Berth Deketa the board vm celled the "Board of
University m| rehool Lands*' It was ccmpoaea of the
eapa Intendont of public instrue"lon, the governor* the
attorney general, the aoerct&by S 1 & the state
auditor* The gevernor vm;- given the right to appoint ©

land oocjrd.©.blotter« That board bed charge of th© appraise-

ment, ©ale, and dlapoanl of oil school land, and of the



investment od funds arising frcia the sale or leasing of
the land* The county superintendent, county auditor,
and chairman of the lord of county oommisaloners, con-
stituted the board of appraisers* They were to do as
directed by the Board of University and School Lands* )
In South Dakota the Board of school and Public Lands
has control of all school and public lards. That board
was composed of the governor, commissioner of school
and public lands, state auditor and county superintend-
ent in each county for the lands included therein*

In Montana the board’s name was the Department
of state Lands and Investments* It was composed of the
governor, superintendent of public instruction, secre-
tary of state, and attorney general. That board had
full charge of all school and public lends. The
governor had the right to appoint the land commission-
er. AIll the land was to be appraised at its true and
full value. The writer was unable to find whether
there was a special board of appraisals in Montana or
whether the land commissioner looked after that work

and appraised the value as he saw fit*

10
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Table 3

Hama and Cdeposition of state Beards

Board/ oF W{fvOri5» Board cf School Z%>artai©Ont dr
ity and .ehool and Public State Lands and
Lands Lands Investments
Superintendent of governor governor
public instruc-
tion
Governor auditor
Attorney general commissioner of sup at*in tendont
school and of public
public lands instruction
Secretary of secretary of
state state
State auditor county superin- commissioner ap-
t undent pointed by the
governor
Commissioner ap- attorney general
pointed by the
mvernoT

Taras of Payment and Place of Sale aid Publication
In North Dakota the purchaser ranat pay for Ms
land, one-fifth down in cash; one-fifth in five years;
one-fifth at the end of ten years; and one-fifth at the
| S>44*f O* 4 Ve
expiration of twenty years* The: interest must not be less
than six per cent payable annually in advance and on
interest bearing date®, The place of sale shall be the
county seat. The land shall be sold at public auction
to the Mghest bidder and shall be advertised for sixty
days in a newspaper of general circulation in the vicinity
where the land is located, ant! in one paper at the seat
of government. The land is sold usually in tracts- of one

hundred sixty acres. |If the land is not sold withln two

years* it must b© reappraised*
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Table 4

Terms of Payment for school Land in Three States

llon'tenart ', T ™

ilorthDalcQto" }
dno-tentE' in cash

'Cne-fifth in"cash;

One-tenth in cash;

one-fifth in five Legislature makes and balance must
years, an®© -fifth provision for be exact multi-
in ten years, one payment of the ple of twenty-
fifth in fifteen balance* Must be five . Must pay
years and one- paid within 30 difference in
fifth in twenty years. Interest cash* Twenty-
yearn. Interest at five per cent, five dollar fee
at six per cent to get certifi-
annually. ale cate. Payable
advertised for 60 in thirty-three
days. Sold to years at five

highest bidder,
100 dollars earn-
est money paid
down, If purcha-
ser fails to take
land, he forfeits

the earnest money.

South Daiota
purchase price must

laws regarding the payment of the balance,

all

cent.

sixty days in three papers, twice
nity idler© the land

paper at the seat of government.

offered

be paid within thirty years with

per cent inter-
est, an the am
ortization plan,
sale published

four weeks. Sold
at public auc-

tion to highest
bidder at court

house, If pur-
chaser falls to
take land he

forfeits from

$50 to #1,000,

as determined by
board.,

laws say that one-tenth of the

be in cash.

is located, and a third time

The

in tracts larger than eighty acres,

The legislature make©

but this must

interest at five per
The land must be appraised end advertised for

in paper®© in the vici-

in a

land must not be

In case it
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ia not sold within two years It Emnst be reappraised, 11
sales must bo condueted through the Cossmilssioaer of .school
and Public Loads,

la Montana the terms are expressed ia words that
are difficult to understand* The purchaser shall pay
tea per cent la cash and ia case the balance is not m
erect multiple of twenty-fire, dollars he shall jay enough
to make it a multiple of twenty-five dollars, A fee of
twenty-five dollar© is necessary to get the eertificete
of purchase, #iich stall draw interest at the rate of
five per cent, payable annually In advance through a
period of thirty-throe years on the amortization plan.

In town and city lots the time limit is twenty years.

In Montana the notice of the sals must be in the
official county paper, and must appear one© a nook for
four consecutive weeks preceding the sale* This land
must be sold to the highest bidder at public auction
conducted by the Cosrxissioner or his assistant, for not
less than ten dollars per acre. The auction is conduc-
ted at the county court house, but in case the court
house is too crowded, then a suitable place say be select-
ed as near the court house as possible* The old loess©
need not sack® a higher bid than others, but if hie bid

iIs an equal arrmnt las shall be given preference.
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Forfe itures

( In North Daiota If the highest bidder falls to
meet the payment, he must forfeit one hundred dollars
for oaeh tract purchased by him* This land is put up
again for pale. No bids sill be accepted a second time
from the person who failed to meet his bid the first time*
The writer was unable to find anything in the south Dakota
laws dealing with forfeitures. According to the Montana
laws, if the purchaser fails to meet Ms bid he shall for-
feit not less then fifty dollars nor sore than one thous-
and dollars. The amount is to be determined by the State
Board of Land Commissioners* In case he fails to meet
this forfeiture the attorney general shall institute a
suit for recovery*

Classification of Lands

{In North Dakota there are farm lands, grazing lands,
and lands containing coal and minerals.) In South Dakota
lands are classified as those which are most valuable for
agricultural purposes, those which are mast valuable for
meadow and pasture purposes, end those which are valuable
for timber, coal and other purposes. This is much the
same as in North Dakota. In Montana there ore grazing
lands, tinter lands, agriculturel lands, which include
irrigable lands end non-Irrigable lands, and lends within,

three miles of a city or within its limits*



Dealing with Grants for Higher Institutions of
Learning

Section IS© of the Horth DaJdsota laws reads "that
all money or property, donated, granted or received from
the United tatos or any other source for a university,
school of mines, reform school, agricultural college,
deaf and dumb asylum, normal school, or other education-
al or charitable institution, and the proceeds of all
such lands and other property so received from any
source shall remain a perpetual fund, the interest and
income of which together with the rent of this land,
©hall 1© used in the same way a© the original gifts or
grants. The principal of this fund may be increased but
never diminished. The state shall mate good all losses
that may occur thr ugh their investment.” This provision
is practically the same in ell three states.

Section 7 of the -outh Dakota laws states “that
all lands, moneys, end donations, granted or received
from the United bates or from any other source for a
university or any i stitution of higher learning, shall
remain a perpetual fund. Only the Interest shall be used,
together with the rent of unsold land. The principal my
be increased, but never diminished, and the state shall
make good all losses. These lands may be appraised and
soldj but sopor te accounts must be kept for each of

such funds."
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Powers and Duties of the Board of University
and School Landsl

( The board has full control of the selecting, ap-
praisement, rental, sale, disposal, and management of
all school and public lands of the state and the invest-
ments of all permanent funds from these sales. It shall
appoint a competent person to act as general agent for
the board (Commissioner of University and school Lands),
whose power and duties have been given elsewhere. The
board meets on the last Tuesday of each month. Any
three members constitutes a quorum. Special meetings
may be called at any time by the president or two board
members." This is a little different in Montana. In the
compiled laws relating to school and public lands in
South Dakota,2 the meeting of the board is not given.

In North Dakota the Board invests all money be-
longing to the permanent funds of the different institu-
tions in bonds of school corporations, townships or
municipalities within the state, state or United States,
or other state bonds, and in first mortgages on farm
loans up to one-half of the value of the land as appraised
by the county board of appraisers™ No farm mortgage
shall be for longer than twelve years, with interest at

NSection 285 of the North Dakota State Laws.

2Complled July 1, 1930» by Commissioner of School

and Public Lands.
"North Dakota Laws, session 1931.
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five per cent, payable annually to the county treasurer
where the land is located* }
Powers and Duties of Board in South Dakota

The Board of School and Public Lands in South Dakota
has the power to make rules and regulations pertaining
to all the following: classify lands, designate lands
for lease, regulate leasing, appoint board of appraisal,
give minimum or maximum leasing rates, make rules for the
manner of payments, of plowing, rent for the summer fol-
lowing a two years* lease, noxious weeds, Improvements,
agricultural purposes, assignments, sale of improvements,
trespasses, cutting wood, easements, art and mineral
leases, land offered for sale, advertisement, tern® of
sale and everything that pertains to the sale or leasing
of land and the investment of funds derived therefrom.

Powers and Duties of Board in Montana

The Department of btate Lands and Investments is
the body in charge of school land in Montana. The com-
position of the board has already been given. It
exercises all general authority, care, direction, and
control of all state lands and moneys arising from their
sale, lease, and Investments of the money derived from
such sale or lease.

The Board’s guiding rule shall be that these lands

and funds are held for the support of education and other
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worthy objects for the well being of the people of the
state. The Board*a duties are to administer this trust
so as to secure the best interest of the state at all
times. These powers and duties are conferred upon the
board by the state constitution and are necessary for the
proper discharge of its duties.
Commissioner’s Powers and Duties

( The North Dakota Laws describe the powers and
duties of the Commissioner. “He has general supervision
of all lands, custody of maps, books and papers which
relate to the state. He must procure the necessary
plots, maps and books to keep the record of all state
sales, leases, permits, patents, and deeds and all
payments for sales and leases with the number of acres
and the name of purchaser or leaser. He directs all ap-
praisements, executes all contracts, and shall have an
official seal with the proper signature. This seal
shall be affixed to all contracts Issued by him. He
makes out a report biennially to the legislative assem-
bly, the work of the preceding term, showing the quality
of land sold or leased, with the amount accredited to
each fund. He keeps records of all offers for the sale
of bonds, makes all bonds necessary for the investment
of the funds, and registers all bonds purchased by the

Board.*'4 )

4Saction 299 liorth Dakota State Laws
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I He also keeps a record showing the quarterly
statement of conditions of all permanent funds under
control of the Board, the amount of each fund, how in-
vested, Interest paid, and makes a biennial report of all
such Investments to the governor to be laid before the
legislature. These records are open at all times for
public Inspection. The powers and duties of the Commis-
sioner in South Dakota are very much the same as in
other states. 1

South Dakota’s Commissioner

The Commissioner shall keep an accurate account of
all money due or coming due, an account of the sales and
leases of all public lands, and interest from the same.
He keeps an account with the state treasurer, showing
separately the amounts received by him and paid out for
various purposes. He keeps a separate account for each
county, showing the receipts and payments for each pur-
pose. He looks after all collections due the state, fur-
nishes statements to each county treasurer of the
principal and interest on sales and on leases coming due
in the county on the first day of January following.
Each County Treasurer must furnish the commissioner with
a report on the first day of March, June, September and
December to show how much he has received from the sale,
rental, and lease of lands in his county.

The Commissioner then shall draw and deliver to
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the state treasurer a draft for each county treasurer In
full amount shown to be due the state. And he shall
specify the various funds to which the money belongs,

and at the same time send a dup lleate of this to each
county auditor. The county treasurer must send this am
ount at once to the state treasurer. The state treasurer
properly receipts this and returns the draft.

In Montana the Commissioner is appointed by the
Governor, with the consent of the senate. He is ex-
officio secretary of the state Board of Land Commission-
ers and keeps minutes of its proceedings. He is custod-
ian of the seal and records, and carries out the board*s
orders. He has charge of the selecting, exchanging,
classification, appraisal, leasing, management, sale and
other disposition of the state land, and the investment
of all funds belonging to this department. He receives
and collects all moneys payable to the state through
his office as fees, rentals, royalties, interest, penal-
ties, payment on mortgages or lands purchased from the
state. AIll moneys he receives must be turned over to
the state treasurer on or before the thirtieth day of
each month. He is to make a biennial report of all the
transactions of his office during the two preceding fis-
cal years, showing fully the assets belonging to each

of the permanent funds, and any other material that may
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be worthy of publication;5 His salary is fixed at
thirty-six hundred dollars a year.
Leasing of State Lands? Price and Terras

/ In no case in North Dakota is the leasing of land
for a longer period than five years and this lease is
also subject to the regulations regarding sales. This
land can be leased for pasture and agricultural purposes
only and at public auction to the highest bidder after
due notice by publication of the sane, North Dakota has
a minimum price for the leasing of grazing land, which
is fifteen dollars with an additional fee of $5.00 for
making out the lease. The last legislature (1930)"
changed the fee from 53,00 to $5.00. The leasing is
done under supervision of the Board of University and
School Lands, who also select the land to be leased
when in their Judgment this will add to the permanent
school fund. This land for lease must be advertised
once a week for 60 days in the vicinity where the land
iIs located, with the terms of the lease.

The Commissioner of University and School Lands
has charge of all leases, which shall be at public auc-
tion to the highest bidder at the court house. The
bidder must pay the first year's rent and in case he

NSection 10, Montana Laws.
6N. D. Laws 1931, PP* 339-354.
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fails to do so at once the next highest bid will be ac-
cepted If it is not leas than the minimum* The leasee
is not allowed to destroy timber, break uncultivated lands
nor to cut the hay before July 1. The board has the
right to lease coal lands, without interfering with
the right to lease the land for pasture or meadow.

The minimum shall not be less than ten cents a ton of
2,240 pounds, and no lease shall be less than ten dol-
lars for each and every forty acres. It may also

lease mineral land on the royalty basis. The royalty
must not be less than twelve and one-half per cent of
the gross output of oil from this land. This lease

shall not interfere with surface rights*
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Table 5

Prices and Terms of Leasing State Lands

ftorth Dakota South Dakota Montana

Coal, oil, gas gas, oil, asphalt coal at a royalty
and mineral land or mineral land of 12%% per ton.
leased on a roy- at a royalty of Lessee must pay
alty of 1299 of one-eighth of >80 in case it
gross output the products does not amount

to this much.
Family leases
coyer 30 tons at
12%% per ton.
Ores are leased
for B% of whet is

taken.
Lease for 5 years advertised for 60 lease agriculture
on pasture and days. Not more land for 5 years
agricultural than 370 acres to at 5% of a|i)—
lands. Pasture one person for praised valua-
land in 160 acre agricultural pur- ation. No more
tracts. Minimum poses. Goes to than 320 acres.
?15 with addi- highest bidder. Grazing land for
tion of 85 for 5 years at not
making lease. more than 8100
Advertised 60 per section.
days. sell to asing fee is
highest bidder. If.SO.

Failure to pay
causes it to go to
next highest bid-
der. Agricultural
land is leased at
not less than 2%
of its appraised
value.

The Board also has the right to lease cultivated
lands for a period of two years for the purpose of summer
fallowing. The lessee must pay rent in advance. Other-
wise farm land is leased every y ar. The court board has
to appraise all farm land for leasing purposes. This

shall be reported to the Board of University and school
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Lands, who will fix the amount per acre as a minimum.
For cultivated lands this shall he not less than two and
one-half par cent of the apnralaed value of each cultlvat-
ed tract.'7

There is no provision for the leasing and sale of
islands formed in the beds of navigable streams; also
for the leasing of land supposed to contain oil. This
may be leased on a royalty basis for not less than 12fjb
of the gross oitput of oil. This lease shall not inter-
fere with the surface rights. In 1931g a bill was passed
providing for the leasing of lands that are supposed to
contain gas, sodium, chemicals or allodial end other
clays. It was left to the board to make all necessary
laws and charges for the same. 3

Leasing Public Lands in South Dakota™

The board has the right to lease agriculture land
at a minimum rate, but no more than 320 acres may be
leased to any one person. In case no bid Is received
on the land it may be leased with other land. If the
lessee fails to pay the rent, the commissioner may bring
suit, through the Attorney General, whenever he thinks
It to the best interest. Licenses are also given for
the removal of coal, ores, oil, gas, ashfaltum, metals,

?Laws N. D. 1927, H. 9. 208.

°Laws N. D. 1931.
D, Laws, s 5643.
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minerals or mineral rights, not to exceed five years, on
a royalty basis. In no case is it to be less than twenty
doll%rs. When the board is convinced that the lessee has
developed these projects for the beet interest of the
state, it may grant him another five year lease.

The South DakotalO laws state that all public lands
not sold, may be leased for pasture, meadow, farming,
the growing of crops of grain and general agricultural
purposes, at public auction to the highest bidder after
due publication, and shall be in tracts not over one
hundred and sixty acres in size. All rent must be paid
annually in advance and the lease shall not be over five
years. All leases must be approved by the Governor. A
notice of the lease must be published for nine consecu-
tive weeks in a paper of general circulation nearest to
such lands and a sixty day publication in a paper in the
county seat in which the land is located. The board may
lease land from one to five years at its own discretion.
It shall fix the minimum rate and not more than three
hundred twenty acres shall be leased to one person or
firm for agricultural purposes.

The Commissioner may authorize a two year lease
for the purpose of summer fallowing, when he thinks best,

the leasee to pay only one year’'s rent. In 1931 the

10S. D. Laws s"$.
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legislature passed laws for the leasing of oil and gas
lands for a period of two years with a royalty of one-
eighth of all oil and gas produced. It also made innum-
erable provisions regarding the lease, a small rental
charge of twenty-five cents per acre is made annually.
In Montana the regulations are somewhat different
from those of the Dakotas, for the leasing of grazing
land, agricultural lands, and town or city lots. They
shall be rented by the commissioner after being duly
advertised to the highest bidder, subject to the prefer-
ence rights of the former lessee. |If the lessee has paid
all rental dues, he may renew within thirty days prior
to the expiration of his lease for an additional five
years. A person Is allowed to lease only one section of
land at any one time, which shall not be longer than a
period of five years. The minimum rental for agricult-
ural purposes shall be 3% of the appraised valuation and
in no case less than fifty cents per acrs. The maximum
annual rental for grazing land shall not exceed flOO per
section. The other two states give the minimum, and
only allow 160 acres, while Montana allows 320 acres and

gives the maximum. Montana classifies the lands as

follows:
Class 1, extra good grazing land, from ,$/0 to $100;
Class 2, good grazing land, well sodded, |60;
Class 3, fair grazing land, with medium grass, #50;
Class 4, poor grazing land, thinly grassed, $40.
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In case the land is not appraised it may be rented
for 61% of the grazing valuation. Agricultural and gra-
zing land may be rented at different times of the year
to terminate at the end of the year, at different percent-
age bases. Town and city rental is 5% of the appraised
valuation.

The rent for the first year is due at the time of
leasing with an additional fee of two dollars and fifty
cents for making out the lease. The rest is due on the
first of f/arch annually. Montana is the only state that
grants the privilege of shore rent for agricultural
lands. This rent must not be less than that commonly
paid by other lessees in that vicinity, and in no case
for less than one-fifth of the entire crop delivered at
the elevator. The state holds a lien on all crops
raised on these lands till the rent is fully paid.

In coal mining leases in Montana, not more than
one section of coal land can be leased try one person
for every period of five years. A fee of $2,50 is
charged by the commissioner. The board makes all rules
and regulations regarding these leases. These leases
are on the royalty basis, but in no cases shall the
royalty for coal be less than 12~ cents per ton of 2000
pounds. This is 240 pounds less than in the North Dakota

laws. The lessee must pay t?50 and in case the royalty
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does not amount to that, the difference is taken out of
the fifty dollars. |If the royalty Is over fifty dollars,
this $50 applies on the next year's lease till its ex-
piration. The royalty must be paid on the fifteenth day
of each calendar month.

Family permits for coal are granted annually for
f5 royalty for not to exceed 30 tons of 2000 pounds
each. School districts are granted the same privilege
and the same amount; but they must pay 12-] cents per ton.
Mining leases for ores, metals, precious stone and other
valuable minerals may be granted for five years to allow
for prospecting, for $10 per section or any part of a
section, but the prospector is not allowed to remove
any of the ores, metals or minerals, or precious stones
except for testing purposes. In case these are found
in sufficient quantities, the land Is leased on a roy-
alty basis of 5% of the ores, metals, minerals, or
precious stones, similar leases are granted for lime-
stone, oil shale, clay, gravel, sandstone, or stone used
for commercial building purposes.

Sale of Lands in North Dakota

(Whenever the Board of University and school Lands
thinks that It is necessary or to the best Interests of
the state, it may order the bounty Board of Appraisers
to appraise the land that it thinks is worth $10 per acre

or more and send a list. The Board of University and
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School Lands makes out a list of lands in the respective
counties and send =it to the county auditor. This land,
after being advertised for a cort in time, is put up at
public auction from 10:00 A.K. until 5:00 P. . until it
is all disposed of. The commissioner or his deputy con-
ducts the sale, and sells to the high st bidder.

The county auditor acts as clerk of sale. The
purchaser through the county auditor, receives notice
that the sale has been approved by the right authorities
and to appear within ten days and pay the treasurer the
first payment. In case the purchaser falls to do so,
he forfeits the initial payment of $100. Land may be
divided into small tracts and lots when necessary; but
these small tracts must be reappraised in case of sale. )

Sale of Land in South Dakota

The Board of School and Public Lands shall select
and direct the sale of not less than fifty thousand
acres and not more than one hundred fifty thousand acres
each year. It may postpone the sales for a year if the
conditions are not favorable and satisfactory. It may
also postpone the sale for a year if there is more than
one hundred thousand dollars in the treasury without
being loaned. The Boardl”™ has the right to appraise and

sell the improvements on foreclosed lands to the highest

n S. O'"Law's"~T523 as '5°69-a.----------
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bidder. The sale must be advertised for two weeks.

Whenever a civil,12 religious or public organization
wishes to buy land in tracts of less then ten acres, this
is appraised by the Board of Appraisal, and upon the full
payment the Governor shall give to the organization the
Instrument of Conveyance and in case the property is not
used for two successive years, it goes back to the state.
In case lands have been sold on payments and the purchas-
er is unable to meet the payment and the Board is convinc-
ed that there is sufficient reason, an extension of
payment may be given without extra charges.

The Commissioner is also given the ri“ht to sell
timber, the trees being sealed and stamped. Enough trees
must be left for re-seeding and in no case must trees be
cut that are less than eleven Inches in diameter and
about four and one-half feet from the ground, A minimum
rate shall be charged per hundred board feet and in no
ease over one million board feet sold in one year. This
sale should be advertised for five weeks, and sold under
sealed bids.

The land must be cleared of all rubbish. All coal
may be sold by the Commission under rules and regulations
made by the Board of School and Public Lands.

The purchaser of real estate pro -arty shall pay

one-fifth cash and the remaining 80% in annual

121blIH-
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installments of four oar cent of the purchasing price
on the first day of January, with interest at the rate
of 5% per year payable annually}®

The Board of School and Public Lands has the
right to sell lands for highways, irrigation projects,
railroads and for any public improvements, whenever they
are convinced that it is to the best Interests.

Sale of State Lands in Montana

In Montana there are certain lands that are not
subject to sale, such as timber lands, oil, coal, shale,
gas, phosphate, mineral, sodium, and other valuable
mineral deposits. This does not include lane that con-
tains sand, gravel, building stone, brick, clay, or
similar material. This also holds good for all lands
taken by the state through mortgage foreclosure. All
lands sold after this takes effect must be paid for by
a royalty of 1% of all such gases or oils. This does
not apply to the minerals.

The state receives the right to lay out forty
acre tracts along the shores of lakes and navigable
streams for summer resorts and public parks, this land
to be measured off in lots and sold to the public.
However, the land 125 feet back from high water mark

must be reserved for the use and enjoyment of the public.

13s. o
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City lots in cities and towns may bo plotted and
sold, also lands within irrigation projects may be sold,
out will be liable for their share of reclamation charg-
es. The Board decides the time and manner for sale of
lands. Any one person is allowed to purchase one section
at one time and no more, and in no case is this to con-
tain more than 160 acres of land susceptible to irriga-
tion. The land is sold to tho highest bidder at public
auction after the notice is given. The terms and manner
of sale are described elsewhere in this paper.

Investments1#

The method of handling and investing funds that
belong to the state institutions seems to have caused
considerable com:ent and trouble. It is the duty of
the Board of University and School Lands to Invest this
money in the following manners in school, county,
municipality, state drain bonds, United states bonds,
State of North Dakota bonds, and other state bonds, or
in first mortgages on farm lands in the state, not to
exceed one-third of the actual value, which shall be
determined by the Board of Appraisal. One-third of the
sever 1 permanent funds at the end of each year 3hall
be Invested in first mortgages on cultivated lands in
this state.

The mortgago on farm lands should be for not

1"*Compiled Laws of North bakoia, 1913. Section 287.
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longer than twelve years, and bears interest at the rate
of 5% payable annually to the County Treasurer, He may
pay 10% or any multiple thereof of the principal at any
iInterest bearing date, and the Interest becor;a a part of
the income fund.

First mortgage loans upon cultivated land to
persons who are actually residents in the state and in no
case where the land is appraised at less than ten dollars
per acre, are provided. In no case can one person
receive more than five thousand dollars. Any or all of
the mortgage may be paid on any interest bearing date.

The person who wants a loan must apply to the
land commissioner, stating the amount he wants, give a
description of the land and fill out a blank signed by
at least two members of the County Board of Appraisers.
This will be considered by the Board at their next meet-
ing, and If the application is approved, the applicant
Is notified and must send an abstract up to date to the
Attorney General who shall pass judgment on the title.
If everything is clear or the loan can satisfy the
accounts against the land, the lease is then granted.

The 1929 legislature changed Section 287 to read
thus: “The Board shall invest funds in farm lands to
the amount of one-half actual value, at % interest for
a period of twelve years.”* The rest of the law is the

same as has been stated.



In South Dakota all permanent school and educa-
tional funds are apportioned and invested in farm
mortgages and bonds of school corporations. >tste
bonds that are due and r turned to the treasurer may be
taken up at par value. They also have preference over
other bidders for bonds. The rate of interest on refund-
ing or other state bonds is less than five per cent.
They may be invested in farm mortgages or school bonds;
provided, however, that there is sufficient demand to
use not less than twenty-five thousand dollars. The
commissioner divides the money smong the organized
counties according to pooulat.ion. On the first day of
May and of November the commissioner makes an estimate
of the funds that will be on hand by the first of July
and the first of January. He then notifies the counties,
and the county commissioners publish the notice for six
weeks, that so much money will be available for mort-
gages on farm lands. The commissioners also publish
the amount and the terms at which this money may be
loaned. In case on© county does not use all the money,
it is returned and is apportioned out among the several
counties that are in need of more money. AIll the money
Is sent by the commissioner to the county treasurer,
who is responsible for the money and will pay this money
out when ordered to do so by the county auditor.

By this method we see that the county is

34
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responsible for- all investments of township and municl-
pal bonds and farm mortgages. The amount of the loan
shall not, be over one-third of the actual value of the
land, which is determ'ned by the Board of County Commis-
sioners, and no more than five thousand dollars is loaned
to any one person, firm, or corporation. The rate of
interest Is five oer cent per annum, payable the first
of January and the first of July. The Attorney General
must prepare and send out all forms to be used, and must
examine and approve all abstracts of lands that want
loans from these funds. When these loans are pale back,
the county treasurer shall cancel the notes and stamp
them paid, and give the person a certificate of payment.
This certificate is given to the auditor, v;ho shall
thereupon give a full release of the mortgage.

The money that Is to be Invested In mortgages or
bonds of schools, corporations or cities is divided
among the organized counties, in proportion to the popu-
lation. The counties hold this as a trust fund and are
responsible or the orinelpal and Interest of all moneys.
In ease there is a loss such county shall make this good.
Not over $5,000 shall be loaned to any one person, firm
or corporation, at the rate of 5& payable semi-annually
on January 1 and July 1. In case the county Is unable
to loan all the money it Ig returned to the state treas-

urer and sent out to other counties where it can be used.
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In case of farm loans not more than $1,000 shall be
loaned to any one person, firm, or corporation.
Investments In Montana

In Montana the money of the permanent school
funds Is Invested In much the same way as In Forth and
South Dakota. In addition they may invest their money
in bonds issued by the federal land banks. Forth Da-
kota has the right to 1 vest in any state bonds. Out-
side of the federal bonds, Montana invests all the money
In the state. AIll bonds as far as possible must be on
the amortization plan; however, if there are not suf-
ficient amortized bonds, other bonds may be purchased.
As far as possible all other bonds are converted into
amortization bonds payable in twenty years. In no case
shall the 1it rest be over six per cent per annum.

County or school district warrants may be pur-
chased at face value, but without oayment of accrued
Interest, to the amount of not less than $500. This
must go through the ordinary course of procedure, must
be registered, and draw interest at the rate provided
by law. The Board may also Invest in public school in-
come funds, in state general fund warrants, in county
general fund warrants, poor fund, road fund, and school
district warrants, whenever the Board thinks best. No

funds can be Invested without first the approval of the
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Attorney General, much the same as in North and South

Dakota. When these warrants are all right, the auditor

Issues an order on the treasurer to pay hy check and

mail at once to the person entitled thereto.
Amortization Mortgages

If any farm loan mortgage becomes due or delin-
quent the holder may have it converted into thirty-three
year amortization loan and mortgage at the rate of six
per cent per year. This mortgage is secured by the same
land or on additional land. The state also holds a
lien on all crops covered by this loan which is above
all liens excepting the seed and thresherman lien. Any
officer of the department may seize the crop and upon
three days' notice sell by private or public sale the
same to satisfy the amount delinquent with the cost and
expense of the sale. The Attorney General has charge of
all delinquent loans and mortgages.

In a mortgage foreclosure sale, in case the land
does not bring enough to pay the mortgage, Interest on
loan, taxes unpaid, and all expense of the sale; it nmay
be sold at whatever reasonable sum it will bring, and a
judgment taken against the mortgagor for the difference.
The state also has the right to buy this land and a
sheriff's deed be given. The mortgagor may repurchase
the land, and has one year's time to redeem it in case

of foreclosure. He must pay the full amount with all



the expense with Interest at 6% from date of Judgment or
from the date of repurchase. The county commissioners
release the leases whenever r:quested to do so by the
Attorney General. The Attorney General may appoint the
county attorney to conduct all mortgage foreclosures
without exwa charges. )

The writer noticed that lin North Dakota no lands
can be resold unless they bring the amount of the mort-
gages plus interest charges and expense added. This,
however, is an impossibility due to the depression and
slump in land values. As a result we still hove on hand
nearly all the land that was taken by the state through
mortgage foreclosures. North Dakota should do as Mon-
tana has done. This land should be sold even if it does
not bring enough to satisfy the mortgage, and the diff-
erence should be charged to the state. The writer
feels that a Judgment against the person is of little
value to the state. )

Public Institutionsik

f,The following public institutions of the state
are permanently located at the places hereinafter named,
each to have the land specifically granted to it by the
United States in the Act of Congress approved February
22, 1889, to be disposed of and used in such manner as

the legislative assembly may prescribe, subject to

m~General school Laws of North Dakota 1927. pp. 7-10.
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limitations provided in the article of School and Public
Lands contained in this Constitution.*4

2. The State University and School of Mines in
the city of Grand Forks.

3. The Agricultural College in the city of
Fargo, in the County of Cass.

4. For a State Normal School at the city of
Valley City in the County of Barnes; and the legis-
lative assembly in apportioning the grant of 80,000
acres of land for Normal Schools made in the Act of
Congress referred to, shall grant to the said
Normal School at Valley City aforementioned 50,000
acres of land, and said lands are hereby approp-
riated to said institution.

5. The school for the Deaf and Durb of North
Dakota at Devils Lake in the County of Ramsey.

7. A State Normal School in the city of
Mayvllle in the County of Traill; and a legis-
lative assembly in apportioning the grant of land
made by Congress in the aforesaid for state
Normal Schools, shall assign thirty thousand
acres to the Institution hereby located at Uay-
ville, and said lands are hereby appropriated
for said purpose.

8. A State Hospital for the Insane at the
city of Jamestown in the County of Stutsman.
And the legislative assembly shall appropriate
twenty thousand acres of the grant of lands made
by the Act of Congress aforesaid for the educa-
tional and charitable institutions, to the
benefit and for the endowment of said institu-
tion, and there shall be located at or near the
city of Grafton, in the County of Walsh, an
institution for the Feeble Minded, on the grounds
purchased by the Secretary of the Interior for
a penitentiary building.

“The following named public institutions are
hereby permanently located as hereinafter provided, each

to have so much of the remaining grants of one hundred



and seventy thousand acres of land made by the United
States for other educational and charitable institutions
as is allotted by law, namely:
X* A Soldiers Home at Lisbon in the
County of Ransom, with a grant of forty thous-
and acres of land,
2. A School of the Blind of North Dakota,
at Bathgate, In the County of Pembina, with a
grant of thirty thousand acres.
3. An Industrial School and School of
Manual Training at the town of Ellendale, in
the County of Dickey, with a grant of forty
thousand acres.

4. A School of Forestry, at the city of
Bottineau, in the County of Bottineau.

5. A Scientific School at the city of
Wahoeton, County of Richland, with a grant of
forty thousand acres.

6. A State Normal School at the city of
Minot in the County of Ward.

7. A State Normal School at the city of
Dicki'json, in the County of Stark.

n\ State Hospital for the Insane at such a place
within the state as shall be selected by the legislat-
ive assembly. No other institution of a character sim-
ilar to any one of these located by this article shall
be established or maintained without a revision of this

constitution.*17*
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Summary of national end Legal Provisions

Chapter 2 deals with the laws in North Dakota,
South Dakota and Montana in respect to school and public
lands and investments in each state, including the terms
of sale of these lands and the amount that can be sold.
The titles of the different board members are given,
together with the composition of each board. The sales
are held at the county court house of the county in which
the land is located. |In case the purchaser refuses to
take the land, certain forfeits are required in each
state. Before the land can be sold it must be classified
and appraised, which takes place at intervals. All lands
sold between those Intervals must be disposed of for the
appraised value.

The Federal Government made grants for the insti-
tutions of higher learning in each case. These grants
were strengthened by additional grants to each state,
which may be divided according to the desires of the
states.

In every case the State Board has complete charge
of the handling of the school lands. A commissioner is
named as a ne ber of each board, with the power and duty
of keeping a complete record of the proceedings of the
board, all sales, transactions and other things that

pertain to the Isnds. He is also to keep the bo; rd
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informed on ell matter?? In connection with school and
public lands.

The land is leased to the highest bidder, but in
no ease for less than the minimum rental fixed by law*
The leased lands are duly advertised and leased at the
court house of each county.

The method of investing money derived from the
sale and leasing of these lands includes time loans on
farm mortgages and investment in various kinds of

bonds.
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CHAPTER 3
COMPARISON OF LAND GR'NTS, SALES AND UNSOLD LANDS OF NORTH
DAKOTA, SOUTH DAKOTA AND MONTANA

Besides the grants of sections 16 and 36 in every
township for common school purposes, we have lands that
are acquired by sheriff's deeds, cancelled contracts,
indemnity lands and donations.

In this report, as far as possible, the total
number of acres selected for each institution will be
given, together with the amount sold and the amount re-
maining unsold. However, in the amounts remaining unsold,
It must be remembered that this will Include the amount
that has been returned by cancelled contracts and sher-
iIff's deeds. For this reason, the amounts of sold and
unsold land will not equal the original grant. The data
are taken from the commissioners' reports of the three
st tea. A report of all the unsold land in each at te
will be given in the last part of this chapter, with a
table comparing the unsold land in the three states.

Under the term, “acres sold,“ the writer was
unable to determine from the reports whether or not this
includes the original sales only, or includes all of the
resales. In North Dakota the item, “acres sold,"” Is
left out; in most cases because much of the land has

been sold several times. However, the acres unsold
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subtracted from the total grants would give the number of
acres sold.
Table 6
Number of Acres of Conmon school Lands 1930

Items North Dakota South Dakota Montana
(original ~

Total acres grants)

acquired 2,748,776.74 2,810,050.21 5,188,000.00

Acres sole 1,228,454.82 591,665i66 1,523,437.35

Acres unsold 1.520.321.92 2,218, 384.53 4,132.390.18

As far as possible the writer Included In his
statements the lands that were selected and Included from
all sources. As none of the states have systems alike,
this report is very difficult to summarise and compare.
The writer gives these tables to show the comparison,
and will not be responsible for any of the figures. The
data are taken from the 1930 reports of the different
commissioners. The writer was unable to find from the
study whether the number of acres in Montana included
only the grants or all the land acquired otherwise;
how ver, the difference between the number of acres se-
lected and the number of acres sold would not give the
number of acres remaining under state control, so the
indemnity lands must be included. In South Dakota the
"acres unsold" Include the indemnity land.

Agricultural College at Fargo

In North Dakota the original grant for the
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Agricultural college was 90,000 acres. The state added
another 40,000 acres making a total of 130,000 acres.

This has been added to by sheriff’'s deeds and cancelled

contracts.
Table 7
Land Grants for Agricultural Colleges

Items North Dakota South Dakota Montana

(includes (original 5ori inal)

all grants) grant) 40,000
Total acres (additional)
acquired 156,335.87 160,000.00 50,000
Acres sold 109,044.97 38,871.22 45,226.40
Acres unsold 47.290,90 130, 349.20 99.864.14

In South Dakota the acres sold and unsold equals
more than the original grants, whSch indicates the number
of acres to the mechanical arts endowment were added to
the original grants. In Montana the number of acres sold
and unsold do not equal the amount granted. This is due
to the fact that certain grants were made for agricultur-
al and manual training schools as provided for in the
1915 legislature.

Universities

The enabling act granted 40,000 acres to the North
Dakota University at Grand Forks. 46,080 seres were
added by the state legislature, making a total of 86,080
acres. To this lias been added a number of acres by can-

celled contracts and sheriff's deeds.
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Table 8

Land Grants for the Universities

Items aortn‘ Dakota South Dakota" 1'ontana

Total acres Al ourooses Original All purposes
acquired 99,186.44 66,080 46,720

Acres sold 69, 356.15 10,337.00 31,694.91

Acres unsold 29.826.29 79.421.87 17.369.83

Again the number of acres sold and unsold equal
more than the number of acr s appropriated to this insti-
tution in South Dakota and Montana, due to the fact that
the number of acres to cancelled contracts and other?<ise
ere not given.
Capitol and Public Buildings

In Korth Dakota 32,000 acres were granted for this
purpose in addition to the 50,000 that were already grant-
ed. Then there was an over selection of 326.14 acres,

besides what was added by sheriffs deeds and cancelled

contracts.
Table 9
Capitol and Public Buildings Grants
Items* North Dakota "Tlouth Dakota Montana '
Total acres Total Federal Total
acquired 89,239.71 82,000.00 200,000.00
Total sales 52,498.80 182,000 in

origiréalﬁggi

Acres unsold 33.411.07 32,981.12 124*. 107°33



As before, Mo tana does not take Into account the
cancelled contracts ar*3 delinquency*
uoldlern* Homes
Of the 170,000 acres given to North Dakota for
charttable purposes, the legislature oat aside 40,000
acres for the Soldiers* Home at Lisbon. However, they
have selected only 39,972.36 acres.
Table 10

4
Land Grants for 'loldlera* Home®

Items North Dakota Douth Dakota Kontana
Totel acres original
acquired 39,792.36 170,000,00 1,275.61
Total
46,899.22
Acres sold 32,062.14 1,171.65 218.84
Acres unsold 14,837.03 83,267.14 1.056.??

In South Dakota this gr nt for charitable Insti-
tutions is Included In the 170,000-acre grant on page
26 of the Twenty-flrat Biennial Keport of the Cocwtlaoion-
er of School and Public Lands. We find that only
1,171.65 acres have been sold. However, the legislature
ha© granted from this lend tracts to the Normal School,
Feeble Minded, Normal end Induetrial school, and School
for the Blind. This results In a total of 145,000 acres.
To get the correct data all these sales must be added.

This, however, will be discussed In this chapter.



In Montana the Soldiers’ Home is included in the
minor grants and not figured in with the other state ins-
titutions, Evidently there are other provisions for old
soldiers.

Reform Schools

According to the enabling ctt in North Dak ta
40,000 acres were set aside for tills purpose. An addi-
tional selection was reade of 24,094 acres*

Table 11

Land. Grants for Training Schools

Items North Dakota South Daleta Montana
Total acres Original Ori -inal
acquired 50,242,80 40,000 50,000
Acres sold 9,697.78 14,828 .11
Acres unsold 16,242.80 35,092..7 37,159.55

School for the Deaf
Of the 40,000 acres granted to North Dakota by the
federal government for a school far the deaf, 559,966.53
have been selected.
Table 12

Lard Grants for Deaf Schools

Items North Dakota South Dakota Montana

Total acres Original Original
acquired 45,901.14 40,000.00 50,000.00

Acres sold 11,125.24 16,013.84

Acres unsold 15,311.30 32,931.35 3, ,967.26
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Schools for the Blind
Out of the 170,000 acres for charitable purposes,
North Datots lias apportioned 30,025.76 acres for the

School for the Blind, at Bathgate.
Table 13

Land Grants for Sctools for the Blind

Iltems ‘Oy~r Da> Va "''3outh~ Dakota  Tfontifna.......
Total acres Total
acquired 34,059.04 85,000.00 (no
provisions)
Acres sold 3,052.59
.ores unsold 12,090.75 82,441 .94

The writer4was unable to find what provisions Men-
tana made in caring for the blind. At any rate this is
not mentioned under lands donated for charitable purposes.

Feeble Minded fhat itutions

Of the grants for educational and charitable ins-
titutions, North Datota selected 20,000.98 acres for
the institution for the feeble minded, at Grafton.

Table 14

Grants for Institutions for Feeble Minded

Items North -Dakota’ 'SdutH -Onto'a T/,itana
Total acres

acquired 23,198.91 40,00a.00
Acres sold 3,172.00 (no

rovis ions)
Acres unsold 8,018.65 36,101.18 e s



Schools of Mines

The original grant for the North Dakota School of
Mines, at Grand forks, was 40,000 acres; and the state

made an over-selection of 5.51 acres.
Table 15

Land Greats for School of Mines

Items r' '""North IkTkpta__"South Dakota ~Monttama
Total acres Total Original Original
acquired 46,197.41 40,000.00 100,000.00
Acres sold 5,702,35 51,247.70
rcre3 unsold 14.579,02_ 00,1 0.01 57,619.59

Normal Schools
Under the enabling act 30,000 acres was given for
North Dakota Normal chools, and the state appropriated
50,000 acres to Mayville and 50,000 to Valley City. There
was an over-selection of 5.90 acres.
Table 16

Land Grants for Normal -chools

Items <forth "Dakota' South' Dakota Mon'tona

Total acres Total Orig Inal
acquired 97 ,919.49 80,000.00 100,000.00

lores sold i'iomal lands 35,965.79
16,514.82
Southern Normal
10,283,28
Northern Normal
7,115.58
lores unsold 3, ,205.56 Spearfish 69,432.77
67,206.62
Southern
34,837.35
Northern
55,070.15
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It will be noted here that the Dickinson and Minot
Normal chools had no land grants at all. The land do-
nated for Normal Schools was given to Mayville and Valley
City. Therefore, the Dickinson and Minot Normal Schools
are derated by appropriations from the legislature en-
tirely. They seem to he progressing very nicely ana tis
may be as satisfactory, if not more so, than the public
grant institutions.

Report of Coomon School and Indemnity
Lands in North Dakota

This contn ins the original grmt as well as addi-
tions other than land grants, to July 1, 1930, and is as
follows:

Table 17
Report of Goomon School and Indemnity Lands

Acres, Sections 16 and 36 2,332,509.27
Acres indemnity land 190,874.51
Acres acquired by sheriff's

deeds 59,207.27
Acres acquired by cancelled

contracts 141,491.99
Acres on reservations, Sec-

tions 16 and 36 24,693.70
Acres sold on contract 1,189,213.82
Acres sold on right of ways 6,116.89
Acres sold under Chap. 214

N. D. laws 1929 8,40041
Aores on re.;ervations 24,693.70
Acres remaining unsold 1,520,321.92

Totals 2,784.776.74 2,7 8,776.74
*19th’ Biennial Report of Com issioners of"Univers-
ity and School Lands for North Dakota, p. 11.
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On its admission to the Union, Corgress granted
North Dakota for the support of common schools, sections
16 and 36 in every township, and in case this lam was
not available an equal amount might he selected wherever
they chose to select it. This land is known as "Indem-
nity Lands,"” and goes to the conmon school fund.
Table 18

Land Grants to the Agricultural Collegea

Acres selected 129,999.98
Acres acquired by sheriff’'s deed 12,639.56
Acres by cancelled contracts 13,696.33
Acres sold on contract 107,626.04
Sold for rights of way 140.91
Sold under Chap. 214, N. D.

laws 1929 1,278.00
Acres under state oontrol 47 ,290.90
Totals 156,335.87 156,335.87

al9tE Biennial Report, !IT.~D. Commissioner, p. 15.

Under section 16 of the Enabling Act admitting
this state ther were granted 90,000 acres and under
section 17 an additional 40,000 acres for the purpose of
support of an Agricultural College, making a total of
130,000 acres granted by Congress for this institution at
Fargo, North Dakota. Of this grant, 129,999.98 acres
have been selected end on July 1, 1930, the condition of
this grant was as stated above.

Blind Asylum L nds
Under section 17 of the Enabling Act there were

granted 170,000 acres for educational purposes to be



determined by the state legislature. 30,025*76 acres of
this gr nt have been apportioned to and selected by the
st te for the benefit of the Blind .Asylum at Bathgate,
North Dakot:. The condition of this grant on July 1,
1930, was as follows:

Table 19

Land Grants for Blind Agyluma

Acres selected 30,025.76
Acres acquired by sheriff's deeds 1,917,87
Acres by cancelled contracts 2,115.41
Acres sold on contract 21,412.36
Sold under Chap, 114, N. D.
laws 19® 520.00
Sold for rights of way 35.96
Acres under state control 12,059.04
Totals 34.059,04 34,059.04
*|9th Biennial' Heport, iI” D. "Soomissionor. p. 17.

Capitol Building

Section 12 of the Enabling Act admitting North
Dakota, granted fifty sections or 32,000 acres, and
Section 17 granted 50,000 acres for public buildings at
the capitf.il of the st te, making 82,000 acres for the
capitol building. There vias an evor-selection of
326,14 acres for this state institution, making a total
selection of 82,325,14 acres.

The condition of this grant and selection on

July 1, 1930, was as shown in the following table:



Table 20
Capitol Building Grantsa

Acres selected 82,326.14
Acq\iired by sheriffs deed 2,918.22
Acquired by cancelled contract 3,995.35
Acres sold on contract 55,729.07
Sold for rights of way 99.57
Acres under state control 33,411.07
Totals 89 .239.71 89.239.71

al9WwW "Si'ennial ISe'pcrt, E. =" Camiissioner. p. ID.
School for the Deaf

Under section 17 of the Enabling Act admitting the
state, there were granted 40,000 acres for the Deaf and
Dunb School. Of this gr nt 39,966.55 acres have been se-
lected by the state, for this institution at Devils Lake.
The condition to July 1, 1930, was as follows:

Table 21

Land Grants for Schools for the Deaf*5

Acres selected 39,966.53
Acquired by sheriff's deeds 2,356.16
Acquired by cancelled contracts 3,578.45
Acres sold on contract 30,452.14
Sold far rights of way 137.70
Acres under state control 15,311.30
Totals g : 45.901.14  45.901.14

ul9th Biennial 'Réport, N. D. Commissioner. p. 21.
Industrial Sohool
Under section 17 of the Enabling Act admitting the

state, there were gr nted for educational purposes 170,000



acres, of which 40,000 acres have been apportioned and

59,997.24 acres have been selected by the state for the

benefit of the Industrial ='Cbool at .-liendale. The

co oiti n of the gr at to July 1, 1930, was as follows:
Tatie 22

Land Grants for Industrial choola

Acres selected 39,997.24
Acquired by sheriff's deeds 3,594.16
Acquired by cancelled contract 3,270.92
Acres sold on contract 30,913.97
Sold under Chap. 214 (1929) 200.00
Sold for rights of way 55.69
Acres remaining unsold 15,692.66
Totals 46,062.32 46.862.3

NWh feiennial Report, N. U. Co iiaissloner. p.
Asylum for the Insane
Under the Enabling Act there were granted for
educational and charitable institutions 170,000 acres to
be apportioned as the legislature should determine. Of
this gr nt 20,009.98 acres have been selected for the
Asylum at Jamestown, North Dakota. The condition to July

1, 1930, was as follows:

Table 23
Land Grants for the Insane Asylum
U

Acres selected 20,000.98
Acquired by sheriff's deeds 1,588.76
Acquired by cancelled contract 1,609.17
Acres sold on contract 15,119.44
Sold for rights of way 60.83
Acres unsold 8,018.64
Totals 25.198.91 25.198.91

~19th filennial Report,’N. -D_ Commissioner, p. 25.
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School of Mines

Under the Enabling ct there were granted for the
School of Mines 40,000 acres. There was an over-selection
of 3.51 acres by the st~te, making a total of 40,003.51
acres for this institution, which is located in Grand
Forks in connection with the University. The grants and
selections on July 1, 1930, were as follows:

Table 24

Land Grants for School of Mines®

Acres selected 40,,003,.51

Acquired by sheriff*s deeds 2,,595,.08

Acquired by cancelled contract 3,598,,82

Acres sold under contract 31,,174,,91

Sold under Chap* 214 (1929) 360,>00

Sold for rights of way 82,,68

Under state control 14,,579,,82

Totals 46,,197,,41 46,,197,,41
al~9tii Biennial Report, Il. t>. "Commissionere p."™27

Normal School Lands

Under the Enabling Act there ware granted for the
State formal Schools 80,000 acres. The legislature has
appropriated 30,000 acres to Myville Normal, and 50,000
acres to Valley City Normal* In the selection of these
lands no division was made, tut the full 80,000 taken for
Normal Schools, and the division was that five-eighths be
given to Valley City and three-eighths to Mayville. There
was an over-selection of 5.90 acres, making a total
number of acres selected of 80,005,90, which were as

follows on July 1, 1930:
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Table 25

Normal School Grantsa

Acres selected 80,005.90
Acquired by sheriff's deeds 6,400.86
Acquired by cancelled cantracts 11,512.73
Acres sold on caitracts 64,874.98
Sold under Chap. 214 (1929) 705.86
Sold for rights of way 135.09
Acres remaining unsold 32,205.56
Totals 97,919.49 97.919.49

al9th Biennial Report', SIT D. Commissioner, p. 29.
School of Science
Under section 17 of the Enabling Act for education-
al and charitable purposes, 40,000 acres have been given
by the state legislatures to the Science School at Wahpeton
and of which 39,997.10 acres have been selected. The con-

dition of this grant and selection on July 1, 1930, was as

follows:
Table 26
Land Grants for Science School®

Acres selected 39,997.16
Acquired by sheriff's deeds 3,573.38
Acquired by cancelled contract 3,964.19
Acres sold on contract 28,914.45
Sold under Chap. 214 (1929)
Sold for rights of way 52.65
Acres under state co trol 18,567.63
Totals 47.534.73 47.534.73

Noth'Bienn'lal Heport~ li'. D. Commissioner, p, 51

Soldiers* Heme Lands
Of the 170,000 acres granted by Section 17 of the

Enabling Act for educational find eharitublo purposes,
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the state legislature apportioned 40,000 acres to the
Soldiers1l Heme at Lisbon, North Dakota, and 39,972.56
acres of this great have been selected. The condition of
this selection to July 1, 1930, was as follows:

Table 27

Grants for Soldiers* Horaea

Acres selected 36,972.36
Acquired by sheriff’'s deeds 2,320.00
Acquired by cancelled contracts 4,606.86
Acres sold on ccntracts 31,629.73
Sold under Chap. 214 (1929) 400.00
Sold for rights of way 32.46
Acres under state 14,837.03
Totals 46.899.22 46.899.22

triTbh Biennial Report, 'U. dY Coininissloner, p* 33.
Training School Land

Under section 17 of the Enabling not admitting the
state of North Dakota, there were granted by C ngress to
the State Training School 40,000 acres. An over-selectlon
of 24.94 acres was ede, racking the total acres selected
for this institution at Mandan, 40,024.94 acres. The con-
dition of this grant on July 1, 1930, was as follows:

Table 28

Grants for Training SchoolO

Acres selected 40,024.94
Acquired by sheriff's deeds 5,003.27
Acquired by cancellation 5,.14.59
Acres sold on contract 3L,633.99
Sold under Chap. 14 (1929) 1,84: .25
Sold for rights of wa 66.62
Acres remaining unsol 16,699.94
Totals 50,24: .80 50.242.80

tTO9tF"Biennial Report, N. D. Consriissionor."p.35,
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University Lands

Under section 14 of the Enabling Act admitting the
state, there were granted seventy-two sections or 46,080
acres; and under section 17 of the same Act, 40,000 acres,
making a total of 86,080 acres for the state University at
Grend Forks. Of this grant, 86,066 acres have been select’
ed for the institution. The selection is as follows:

Table 29

University Land Grantsa

Acres selected 86,066.00
Acquired by sheriff's deeds 4,627.91
Acquired by cancelled contracts 8,492.53
Acres sold on contract 69,246.52
Sold for rights of way 61.53
Acres remaining unsold 29 ,828.29
Totals 99.186.44 99.136.44

~NOth feiennial 'Report, "D, Can. issioner. p,' '57.
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Table 3

North Dakota Cancelled Land Contracts Fund to June 30, 1930s

Conmon schools f 2,449,38835
Agricultural college 257,489.46
Blind asylum 34,977.88
Capitol building 58,848.55
Deaf school 62,853.54
Insane hospital 29,462.52
Industrial school 53,160.64
Normal schools 122,209.63
Reform school 88,754.18
Science school 62,745.59
School of mines 56,735.40
Soldiers' home 78,524.14
University 142,630.89
Total # 3,497.780.77

aloth Biennial Report, N.IJ. Commissioner, pp. 56-57.
This shows the amount of contracts that have been

cancelled, and the land returned to the state*



Table 31

Sale of Lends in North Datota to July 1st,

Institutions

Comnon school
Agricultural college
Blind asylum
Capitol building
Deaf school

Insane hospital
Industrial school
School of mines
Normal schools
Science school
Soldiers' home
University
Training school

Totals
al9th Biennial

1.616
Report, N.

Acres

sold on
contract

107 ,626,.04
22 ,092,.36
55,729,.07
30,452,.14
15,119,.44
30,913,.97
31,175,,29
64,727.,70
28,914.,45
31,789,,73
69, 296,,52
31,633,,99

Amount
sold for

1,166,980 .72 $20,627 ,756

1930a

Amount
paid in to
7-1-28

.40 $15,639,747,.07

1,568 ,540 .90 1,171,750,.42
308,506 .75 237 ,260,,46
749,253 .95 609,937,.88
439 ,555 .75 335,174,.80
217,898 .20 168,841,.23
433,346 .05 348,060,.27
453,212 .98 341 ,420..33
915,195 .07 703,235.,90
456 ,999 .98 346,160.,44
4791314165 342 ,221.,36
987,430 .28 758 ,587.,08
497 ,655,.40 372,758. 70

27 $28.134,666,.36 $21,,375 ,155.,94
Commis:si oner.

pp., 42-55.



F Balance
'unpaid to
6-30-28

Biennial

collections

*28 to '30

987,959.33 $375,708.46

396,790.48

71,246.29
134,316.07
104,380.85

49,056.97

85,285.78
111,792.65
211,959.17
110,830.04
137,093.29
228,843.20
124,896.70

18,798.42
3,730.78
5,720.04
6,998.06

729.42
7,428.73
7,665.32

19,574.57
6,280.21
6,675.86

11,385.27
5,291.31

Balance

deferred,
delinquent

$4,612,250.87

337 ,992.06
67,515.51
133,596.03
97,382.89
48,327.55
77,857.05
104,127.33
192,384.60
104,558.83
130,417.43
217,457.93
119,605.39

Loss by

cancelled
contracts

257,489.46
34,977.88
58,848.55
62,853.54
29,462.52
52,108.64
58,969.88

112,209.63
62,745.59
78,524.14

142,630.89
88,754.18

61

Balance

collectable

7-1-30

82,435,606.90 $2,176,643.97

120,502.60
32,487.63
74,747.48
34,529.35
18,865.13
25,748.41
45,157.45
70,174.97
41,813.24
51,893.29
74,827.04
30,851.21

.. 754.459.82 8§475.986.45 §6.243.471.47 ,3.471,181.80 8§2,798,241.77
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Table 51 shows the amount of lands that have been
sold in North Dakota; far how much they were sold; how
much has been paid in; the amount still due; the amount
collected biennially; the amount deferred and delinquent;
how much lias been actually lost to the fund; and the amount
that is collec .able. The writer believes that the amount
collectable may have changed because of the depression.

Table 32
Acres delected and Acquired and Under -tate Control of the

Different State Institutions of North Dakota®

Acre's selected Acres under
Institutions and acquired state control
Common schools 2,748,776.74 1,520,321.92
Agricultural college 156,335.87 47,290.92
Blind asylum 34,059.04 12,090.75
Capitol building 89,259.71 33,411.07
Deaf and dumb school 45,901.14 15,311.30
Industrial school 46,862.32 15,692.66
Insane hospital 23,198.91 8,018.64
School of mines 46,197.41 14,579.82
Normal schools 97,919.49 32,205.56
School of science 47,534.73 18,567.63
Soldiers* home 46,899.22 14,837.03
Training school 50,242.80 16,699.94
Unirersity 99,186.44 29,828.29
Totals A 3.532*353.82 1,778,855.53

""""" B6H: Bienni® Report, N. D. ~animis”ioner. pp. Il -37
Table 32 shows a total of 3,532,353.82 acres of

school lands that have been selected or acquired. Of this
amount the state still owns 1,778,855.53 acres which will
be disposed of as soon as conditions will permit their

sal e.

The department has on hand at the present time
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1,780,140.17 acres of state lauds, the difference in
figures being accounted for by the foreclosed lands
listed after the data were obtained. Of that total,
10£,104.14 acres are foreclosed land with other fore-
closures pending. This land is scttered in every coun-
ty in the state. None has been clas ified, since the
department has no knowledge of the intrinsic value either
for sale or rental purposes. The prices for pasture
lands are the ame all over the state. No doubt there
is considerable difference in quality, and changes
should be made.

By the last three tables in this chapter a com-
parison can easily be made between the three states as
to the amount of land remaining for the different state
institutions. This may be of importance to anyone de-

siring to buy lands for speculation.
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Table 33
Lands Unsold in Montana to June 30, 1930a

Public school (acres) 4,132,390.18
State university 17,369.83
Agricultural college 99,864.14
School of mines 57,619.39
State nonaal school 68,432.77
Deaf school 36,967.26
State reform school 37,159.25
Public buildings 124,107.33
Total (acres) 4,573.910,15

"eState of Montana, deport of Carunissioner of Stnte
Lands and Investments, beginning July 1, 1928, and Ending
June 30, 1930.

This table reveals the number of acres of land
remaining unsold in Montana that are available for public
disposal; the money derived from the sales to be invested

and the Interest used to support the various institutions.



Table 34

Lands Unsold in South Dakota to June 30, 1930a

Common school

Indemnity land
Agricultural college
University

Public buildings
Educational and charitable
State training school
School for deaf

School for blind

School for feeble minded
School of mines

Normal school

Southern normal school
Northern normal school

Total

twenty-first biennial

1,623,385.92

594,998.63

130,349.20
79,421.87
32,981.32
23,267.14
35,692.37
32,951.35
22,441.94
36,101.12
35,140.91
67,206.62
34,837.55
33,870.13

2.782.625.77
Report of Commissioner of

School and Public Lams, South Dakota, 1928-30.

This table shows the number of acres remaining

unsold in South Dakota for the various institutions.
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Table 35

Comparison of Unsold Lands in Worth Dakota, South Dakota

Institutions

and Montana

North Dakota

Common schools 1,520,331.92
Agricultural

college 47,290.92
Indemnity land
Universities 29,828.29

Public buildings
Educational and

charitable
Reform schools 16,669.94
Deaf schools 15,311.30
Blind asylums 12,090.75
Feeble minded 8,018.64
School of mines 14,579.82
Normal schools 32,205.56
Northern normal
Southern normal
Capitol building 33,411.07
Industrial school 15,692.66
Science school 18,567.63
Soldiers* home 14,837.03
Totals 1.778.855.53

South Dakota
1,623,385.92

130,349.20
594,998.63
79,421.87
32,981.12
23,267.14
35,692.37
32,931.25
22,441.94
36,101.12
35,140.91
67,206.62
34,837.55
33,870,13

2.782.625.77

Montana

4,132,390.18

99,864.14

17,369.83

124,107.33

37,159.25
36,967.25

57,619.39
68,432. 77

4.573,910.15

This table makes it easy to corapare the lands for

each institution

tana.

in North Dakota, South Ddcota

nd Mon-
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North Dakota has 1,778,855.53 acres of land unsold;
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while South Dakota has 2,78? ,025.77 acres unsold, and
Montana has 4,573,910.15 acres.
Summary of Comparison of Three States

The writer made a comparison of the number of
acres granted, the sale, and the amount on hand in the
three states. This was difficult because South Dakota’s
and Montana’' s Commissioners report that a great number
of sales contracts have been cancelled on account of
delinquency in payment. These cancellations were not
taken into account in the summary; the summary only diows
the results of the sales as they were rude. This holds
true in the South Dakota report, lor this reason it is
impossible to make a check as was possible in the North
Dakota report. In the writer’s opinion the North Dakota
report is the best and most ecnr.lete of the three.

South Dakota makes a grant of 640 acres for parade
and camp grounds which was not included in the other two
states.

North Dakota has set aside 40,000 acres for an
Industrial School at Allendale. The total of this grant
up to the present time is 46,862,32 acres. Of this
amount 15,692.66 remains unsold. Forty thousand acres
were set aside for a feience School at '“'ah=aton. This
is at present 47,534.73 acres. There still remain
18,567,63 acres to be sold. North Dakota also has a

School of Forestry. The last three institutions, the



other states did not have. The writer is forced to ask
himself whether North Dakota would not he better o ff
without these institutions and use the land and money
for other educational purposes*

While these reports may not bo accurate in all
respects, the writer is led to believe that they give
the reader seme insight into the conditions of these
several lane grants.

By the use of the last three tables in this chap-
ter, a comparison of the remaining land greats in the

different states may easily be xaade.



CHAPTER 4
THE QUESTIONNAIRE

The questionnaire was made out and sent to the 53
county treasurers of the different counties of North
Dakota. Nineteen of the county treasurers, some only
writing letters without other information, replied. One
stated that he would have over 1500 entries which would
take several days’ time, and as they had no additional
help, if the information was desired to send about seven
dollars. Some gave other valuable information. Two
counties replied -with information too brief to be ‘'used.

As this work was all gratis and the treasurers
were under no obligation to furnish the information,
their work is doubly appreciated. Some papers show that
not much time was used in filling out the blanks, and as
to the accuracy and reliability the writer will leave
this for the render to judge. The questionnaire has be-
come a hobby in some schools, and in most cases is about
the first to reach the waste paper basket when it calls
for so much information and is so difficult to fill out.
The writer greatly appreciates the efforts put forth by
the different county treasurers and extends to them his
thanks.

Reports from Cav lier County
The reports will be taken up and discussed in

alphabetical order for each county. Cavalier county is
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first on the list with one hundred and twenty-three
entries. It has a total number of 16,693.91 acres of
school lands distributed to the common schools, Agri-
cultural College, Normal School, School for the Blind,
"eeble Minded Institution, Training School, University,
Soldiers* Home, School of Mines, School for the Deatf,
Industrial School and indemnity lands. Of this amount
8,061.40 acres were under cultivatian, which rent for
more than the uncultivated lands. Of this amount,
10,981.05 in 1932, le ving 5,712.49 acres not leased.
This land was leased for 55,236.50. Of the land that was
not rented the number of acres under cultivation and the
number of acres uncultivated were about the same.
Report from Cass County

Cass county had thirty-one entries. There are
4,754.96 acres of school lan . No attempt was made to
state what institutions owned the land. Of that amount,
4,173 acres were under cultivation. All except 600
acres were leased. Most of the land was (under culti-
vation) leased for three years at 5120 per year. The
annual rental for Cass amounts to 52,981.75.

Report from Divide County

Divide county had three hundred and nine entries
with a total of 49,125.13 acres of school land distrib-
uted among the educational institutions. The capitol

building was accredited 318.04 acres. Of the total
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acreage, 5,886.44 acres were under cultivation. The
average lease of the cultivated lands vms $80 per quarter,
while the uncultivated lands rented for $15 per quarter.
All but 1120 acres of tils land was leased during 1932.
The annual rental for the leased land amounts to
$8,718,50.

Report from Grand Forks County-

Grand Forks county had 47 entries with a total
number of 7,600 acres, of which four hundred and five
acres were under cultivation. Of the 7,600 acres,

7,280 acres were leased for $2,089.85. Orne quarter sec-
tion, having fifty acres urder cultivation, was leased
for $190. This quarter was leased in 1931 for a period
of three years.

Report from Grant County

Of the counties reporting, Grant county leads tie
list with four hundred and thirty-one entries and a total
number of 67,721 acres of school lands far the vax-ious
institutions. Only 1,204 acres were under cultivation,
and most of this cultivated land rented for the minimum
of $80 per quarter. Of the total number of acres of
school land, only 3,317 were not leased. The 64,404
acres leased brought in an annual Income of only
$7,209.35. This vfould indicate that the land was used for
pasture orhaying and leased for $15, which is the minimum.

Gr nt county is located in the southv/est part of the state



where the lend is rather rolling and of little value.
Report from Golden Valley County

In Golden Valley we have seventy-three entries.
Most of the entries were put in for the section or half-
section whenever possible. For the annual rental, $15
was listed per Quarter. In some cases there was less
than a section so the writer had no way of determining
the exact amount. Adding the tot- 1 annual rent 1 as it
was listed brought the amount to $£,104 .85, but according
to the amount of school land te? rental should be four or
five times this amount. Golden Valley has a total of
41,S0S.94 acres of school land. Of t is amount 26,075.35
was leased, leaving 15,727.59 unleased. Only 1,726 aero s
were under cultivation. Ore quarter section rented for
$190, and another quarter rented for «200. 1'his is the
highest rent that was paid for cultivated land in the
western part of the state. In Cas, county two quarters
were rented for more, one for $210 and the other for
#250.

Report from McKenzie County

The report fran McKenzie county was too brief to
tabulate. More than half of the land was not rented.
The treasurer wrote a letter and explained that time
would not permit them to give all the desired informa-
tion. Considerable of the Worth Dakota badlands run

through this county, which accounts for so much of the
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land being unleased. Most all the leased uncultivated
land rented for the minimum.
Report from McHenry County

McHenry county, more to the north central part of
the state, had three hundred and thirty-three entries.
This was listed in quarter sections and was very can | te.
McHenry has a total of 50,985 acres of land far the vari-
ous institutions. This is the first county in the list
that has all its school lands leased. Of this amount,
7,058S acres were under cultivation. The cultivated and
uncultivated lands rented for the minimum which was 8§80
for the former and $15 for the latter. The total annual
rental for McHenry county was #8,786.25. McHenry county
contains a eonsi enable amount of sand hills which in
time may prove valuable for other purposes. At Denbigh
one time a brick factory was started tut later was shut
down for lack of funds. The government is conducting an
experiment station southeast of Denbigh, where different
kinds of trees are being grown.

Several years back some gold was discovered in the
sand hills of Denhi{"i and Rega* This created a market
for much of the land around the old Buffalo Lodge Lake
which was surveyed and sold for lots. For this reason
considerable land exchanged hands in tills vicinity. In
order to sell, the back taxes were aid and the county

treasury was enriched greatly.
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Report from Slope County
Slope county made most of its entries in sections.
It had 83 entries containing 44,124 acres. Only 621 acres
were under cultivation, which is very small considering
the great amount of school lands. This is the second
county in the list to have all its land leased. The most
sizable share of the land was uncultivated and rented
for sixty dollars per section. Slope is in the south-
western part of the state and the land is used largely
for grazing. The total annual rent.1 for Slope in 1932
was $4,642.15.
Report from Stutsman County
Almost all of the land in Stutsman county is leased
by the quarter. Stutsman had three hundred and eighty
entries with a total of 50,782.92 acres. This co\mty is
the second largest that replied. Of this amount 5,833
acres were under cultivation; 49,884.70 acres were leased
and 8,898.28 acres were not leased. In most cases the
uncultivated land rented for $15. The total annual
rental of sctool lands in Stutsman is y6,034.35.
Report from Stalk County
Stark county had eighty-six entries, and the un-
cultivated land was listed separately from the cultivated
land. For the cultivated lend the amount of rental was
not given. The treasurer wrote that this was improved

land, evidently containing buildings. As the amount for
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cultivated load was not listed, the annuo.l rental will
be too snail r figure. The land was all leased and a
total of £,639.76 acres was under eultlv tloii. The
uneultlvoted load rented for ,329.50. .rom this mount it
appear® that there mmt he case m stoke in the tabula-
tions, as tark county has 14,350.75 acres of school land.
Report from eteelo County
teela county ie in the east central pert of the state
ana joins Grand forks county on the south. teele county
has only 4800 acres of school loads, and of this amount
3,898 acre® are under cultlv si au &11 is leased but 3£0
acres. The annual rantel for teele county is 33,13: .50.
Feat of the cultivated lands leased for 1£0 per quarter.
Report from Traill County
Traill county, adj inlng teele county on the east,
has only 480 acre® of school land. The number f ©ores
under cultivstim ms not given. Only three entries were
made. One quarter secti >nrented for 157,70, which would
indie to thit it was oc under cultivation* Ono quarter
rented for #310 which la rather high, and th© third quar-
ter rented for $880 which ia the highest rental paid in
the state.
Report from Ward County
Ward county Me three hundred and eight entries,
all listed in quarter sections or lee; = It has 47,981.58

acres of land, of which 5,391 acres were under cultlvet! onl
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All but 720 acres were leased at a tot; 1 of 17,480.15.
In the majority of cases the leased and unleased lands
rented for the minimum.

Report from Williams County

Williams county filled in part of the information,
leaving out the number of acres and the acres under cul-
tivation, but wrote in the annual rent <1 when the land
was not leased. The ?;riter did not attempt to add the
data as the info rotation was too incomplete.

Report from, dalsh County

Walsh county, in the northeast part of the state,
had only thirty-one entries with a tot 1 number of
3,659.23 acres. Of this amount 2,154 acres were under
cultivation and 480 acres were not leased. The annual
rental amounted to $2,115.64. In nearly all cases the
cultivated land rented for $120 per quarter, while the
pasture land was leased for $15 per quarter.

Table 36 summarizes the data from 14 counties—
Cavalier, Cass, divide, Grand Forks, Gr nt, Golden
Valley, McHenry, Ilope, . tutswan, tank, teele, Traill,
Ward and Walsh.

In Table 37 are given all the statistics for
one representative county— Slope. In each case three
maps were called for of each county. Selecting Slope
county, the writer has colored the school lands in each
township, putting down the number of acres v/hen less than

a whole section belonged to school land.



Table 36
Summary of leased and Unleased School Lands Reported by

Treasurers of 14 Gounties

County Number of Acres Acres

acres cultivated leased
Cavalier 16,693.91 8,061.40 10,981.50
Cass 4,754.96 4,173.00 4,154.96
Divide 49,125.13 5,886.44 48,005.13
Gr;uid Forks 7,600.00 405.00 7,280.00
Grant 67,721.00 1,204.00 64,404*00
Golden Valley 41,802.94 1,716.00 26,075.35
McHenry 50,985.00 7,022.00 50,985.00
Slope 44,124.00 621.00 44,124.00
Stutsman 58,782.98 5,833.00 49 ,884.70
Stark 14,350.72 2,639.76 14,350.72
Steele 4,800.00 3,595.00 4,480.00
Traill 480.00 not given 480.00
Ward 47,951.58 5,391.00 47,231.58
Walsh 3.659.23 2,134.00 3.179.23

This table shows the amounts as filled in by tie ct
treasurers. This was given in 1932 and compares very fav<
with the 1930 tax ccm lasloner *. report. Most of the lan<
leased for a term of three years, which accounts for the i

that there are so few changes.



Acres

not leased

5,712.41
600.00
1,120.00
320.00
3,317.00
15,727.59

8,898.28

320.00

720.00

480.00
Dunty
Drably
1lis

ract

Annuel
rrontrl

3,230.30
.2,901*75
0,710*50
2,089*35
7, 09.38
2,104.05
7 *-3
4,642*18
4tG34.05
329*80
3,132.80
517.70

7,4 0.18



Table 37

Summary of Leased and Unleased School Lands In Slope Cou
North Dakota

Description Township Range  Acres Name of
of land t ownship
All of 16 133 98 640 Cedar Creek
All 34 ft g tt tf tt
All 36 ft tt ft tt
sef, NWH 16 t 99 320 Woodberry
NE';, swj 16 x ft ft o
All 36 t ft 640 t
Ng 16 t 100 320 Mineral Springs
All 36 t ft 640 ft T
Si 16 = u 320 ft ft
All 16 t 101 640  Sheets
All 36 t ft ft ft
m i 20 ft 102 160 Cash
All 16 t t 640 ft
N|, WS\ 18 tt ¢ 400 ft
All 36 t tf 640 t
All 16 n 103 640 Deep Creek
SN 24 t ft 320 ft ft
All 36 tt tt 640 It tt
SEi 10 134 102 160 Slope Center
NEs 15 t t ft ft ft
Ni.NiSEi, SSIiSEi)
NEESW|, 36 r ft 480 f «
All 16 u 103 640 Harper
All 36 s 2 e .
All 16 % 104 ft Mound
18 t ft 320 ft
All 36 ft ft 640 b
All 16 e 105 b Unorgani zed
All 36 ft ft tt ft
All 16 u 106 ft ft
All 36 ‘t ft u ft
All 16 135 98 ft Rainy Butte
All 36 ft ft 624 t ft
All 16 ft 99 640  Moord
All 36 Tt ¥ i tf
All 16 ft 100 T White Lake
NWE, 4 133 104 140 Crawford
All 16 ‘t ft 640 t
mi 28 ft ft 160 rt
Nisi, 32 ft Tt t L
NWi.SiNEi, 34 ft ft 240 t
All 36 ft & 640 T
All 16 ft 106 ks Unorgani zed
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Table 37 (continued)

description Tov/nship Range  Acres Name of
of land township

All of 16 134 98 640 Carroll

All 36 i ft ft o

All 16 © 99 t liume

A” 36 ft D) tf ft

N?t 12 t 100 160 Conner

All 16 ft i 640 ft

All 36 ft ft t t

Sf 14 ft 101 320 Chalky Butte

All 16 ft ft 640 tf ff

A” 56 ft ft tt ft ft

All 16 ft 102 ft Slope Center

All 56 135 100 ft .hi te Lake

NI} SWi 16 ft 101 480 Sand Creek

All 36 ft ft 640 f ft

N? § SEj 16 ft 102 480 o t

SEi 24 ft ft 160 ft Tt

All 36 t f-’ 640 tt ff

All 16 ft 103 i Richland Cnt

Ni 26 f f 160 ft m

All 36 ft ft 640 ft ft

All 16 ft 104 u Sunshine

All 36 it tf tf t

All 16 " 105 t Unorganl zed

All 36 t t t it

All 16 ft 106 tt ft

All 36 ft u ft tf

W& & 3E; 16 136 98 480 t

All 56 it tf 640 E-Six

All 16 it 99 tf Dovre

All 36 ft ft ft Dovre

All 16 P 100 tt Peaceful va

A” 36 tt ft ft tt ft

All 16 ft 101 ft Uni%ue

N24 24 « ft 160

W 36 tf it 320 ft

All 16 ft 102 640 Ranger

A|| 36 tt tt ft ft

H ie ft 103 320 Unorgani zed

All 36 it ft 6#0 tt

All 16 t 104 i

All 36 t ft t ft
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Stannary of the Questionnaire

The questionnaire was sent out in the summer of
1938 and, as the North Dakota tax commissioner's report
was not out at that time, a comparison can be made with
the commissioner's report of 1930. Cav lier had
18,978.57 acres of land in 1930 and 16,693.91 acres of
land in 1932,

Cass county had 5,539.51 acres of lend in 1930
and 4,754.98 acres of land in 1932. Divide county had
46,371,91 acres of land in 1930 and 49,125.13 acres of
land in 1932. This shows that sane of the land had
returned to the state. Grand Forks county had 7,108.91
acres of land in 1930 arid 7,600 acres in 1932, Grant
county had 67,742.02 acres of land in 1930 and. 67,721

acres in 1938. Very little change occurred in this

81

county. Golden Valley county had 41,866.03 acres of land

in 1930 and 41,802.94 acres in 1932. McHenry county had

50,075.87 acres of land in 1930 and 50,985 acres in 1932.

Slope county had 46,044.04 acres of land in 1930 and
44,124 acres in 1932. This would indic ts that land was

sold in this county. tutsmart county had 53,188.93 acres

of land in 1930 and 58,782.92 acres in 1932, showing that

some oX the land has gone back to the state hiring the
drought and depression period. There was a difference o
over 25,000 acres in the data from tark county, which

has been explained in the early part of this chapter.

f
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Steele county had 3,600 acres of land in 1930 and 4,800
acres of land in 1932. Traill caunty had 900.99 acres
of land in 1930 and reported 480 acres in 1932. Ward
county had 48,610.13 acres of land in 1930 and 47,951.58
acres in 1932. Walsh county had 2,832,76 acres of land
in 1930 and reported 3,658.23 acres in 1932.

In the comparison of these reports it seems that
the questionnaire is reliable in the majority of cases

where it was answered fully.
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CHAPTER 5
INVESTMENTS AND FINANCIAL STANDING, UP TO 1930 OF NORTH
DAKOTA, 30Um DAKOTA AND MONTANA

In Chapter Two a full discussion Is given as to the
manner of investments. Each state is allowed to invest
the money obtained from the sale of school lands in about
the same kinds of securities: namely, in school, county,
municipal, state and United states bonds and in first
farm loan mortgages. Only the interest can be used for
school purposes. It is also well to note that all three
states are affected by a clause in the federal constitu-
tion which provides that in case there are any losses in
the investments, the deficit must be made up by the
state. The deficit is usually made up by some form of
taxation.

Each state has its own way of keeping records of
its investments.

North Dakota reports take up the investments for
each institution, stating the farm loan mortgages,
tax and foreclosure costs, bonds, cash on hand, bolenee
due on land cor.tracts, and the number of acres of unsold
land valued at fifteen dollars per acre. The following
tables give these statistics for each state institution

in North Dak taf as of June 30, 1930.
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Table 36

Financial Standings of Comnon Schools*

Farm loan mortgages | 7,625,726.53
Taxes and foreclosure costs 198,166.95
Bonds 8,568,549.39
Cash 250,827.15
Balance due on land contracts 2,176,643.97
Unsold Land 1,520,321.92 acres at $15 22,804,8 £8.80
Total $41.624.778.79

aloth biennial Report, N.D. 'Commissioner. p.~73
In North Dakota there is a total investment of
$41,624,778.79 for caramon schools; in Montana a total
investment of $61,547,754*79, while in South Dakota the
reports are not set aside for the caamon schools but are
added in with the final report. The permanent school
and endowment fund for South Dakota is $21,342,355.17.
Table 39

Financial t. ridings of Agricultural CollegeB

Fam loan mortgages # 851,269.31
Taxes and foreclosure costs 39,585.80
Bonds 282,100.00
Cash 12,252.02
Balance due on land cctitracts 120,502.60
Unsold lands 47,290.92 acres 709,363.80
Total JL2.015.073.53

For the Agricul tural College in North Dakota there
is a total investment of $2,015,073.53, while in Montana
there are two gr nt for this institution v;ith a total
investment of $18,215,600.56. In outh Dakota the
investments for the State Agricultural College total

$495,898.60.



Table 40

Financial Standings of Institution for Blinda

Farm loan mortgages $ 163,844.44
Taxes and foreclosure costs 5,970.53
Bonds 69,200.00
Cash 4,126.85
Balance due on lan contracts 34,772*11
Unsold land 12,090.75 acres at $15 1 1,361.25
Total

. 459.275
alo9th Biennial Report, N.D. éo Jrdssioner:— p. 5’%8
In North Dakota. the total investments for the
Blind -sylua are 459,275.18. In South Dakota the total
amount of investments far this institution is $32,993.84.

In Montom no provisions are node for an asylum for the

hiind.
Table 41
Financial Standings of Capitol Building”®

Farm loan mortgages $ 79,700.00
Taxes and. foreclosure costs 9,575.0.9
Bonds 279,750.00
Cash 15,329.78
Balance due on land contracts 74,747.48
Unsold land 33,411.07 acres at $15 501,166.05
Total $ 960.268.40

~19th™BlehniaX Re'poxt™'W."S.rCcmmis'sToner. pe.. 72T
North Dakota’s total investments for the capitol
building amount to $960,268.40. After the burning of the

state capitol at Bismarck, this fund was used to start th
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new two million dollar structure. In outh Dakota no pro-

vision is made for this institution, but Montana has a

total of vI1,361,184.46 invested for the capitol.
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Table 42

Financial Standings of Deaf School8

Farm loan mortgages | 241,780.00
Taxes and foreclosure costs 5,784.73
Bonds 84,700.00
Gash 9,715.96
Balance due on land contracts 54,529 ;35
Unsold lands 15,311.30 acres at #15 229,699.50
Total g 606,179.54
~ AWtK" BWiiniaX deport, Il.:". Coramissioner. pe ~73.

In North Dakota there is a total of ¢g606,179.54
invested for the school for the D®af. In >outh Dakota
1105,021.68 is invested while in Monton- a total of
$589,792.80 is invested for this institution.

Table 43

Financial Standing ' of Insane Asylum*3

Farm loan mortgages $ 110,950.00
Taxes and foreclosure costs 5,660.30
Bonds 44,400.00
Cash 8,791.93
Balance due on land contracts 18,865.03
Unsold land 8,018,64 acres at $15 120,279.60
Total # 308.946.86

*9th Die nnial Beport, NII37 Coomissioner. p. 75.

North Dakota has a total of $308,946.86 invested
for the Insane Asylum. In South Dakota 469,416.62 is
invested for the State School and Home for Feeble Winded.
Montana makes no provision for investments far this type

of institution.
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Table 44

Flnencial Standing of Industrial School§

Farm loan mortgages « 261,220*50
Taxes and foreclosure costs 11,285.42
Bonds 67,000.00
Gash 30,372.52
Balance due on hand contracts 24,696.41
Unsold land 15,692*66 acres at #15 235,389.90
Total # 619.962.75

biennial..Acpbrt'7 ;7°p. C<5missioner. p7“737
North Dakota is the only one of the three states
which has made provision for this institution. The total

investment is #619,962.75.
Table 45

Financial Standing of Mayville Normal*3

Farm lorn mortgages $ 190,384.53
Taxes and foreclosure costs 6,921.20
Bonds 64,050.00
Cash 11,562.33
Balance due on land contracts 26,315.62
Unsold lands 12,077.08 acres at #15 181,156.20
Total 480.553.88

"*19tK Biennial Kepert, T1.1)HT6"missTonct/ *p7" 74.

All three states have provisions for normal
schools. North Dakota provides f480,353,88 for the May-
ville Normal and >799,314.62 for the Valley City Normal,

South Dakota has three provisions, including the invest-

ment of 1217,160.94 as permanent funds for normal schools.

For the Southern trt© Normal #114,134.51 is invested and
for the Northern Normal, 75,680.58.
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Table 46

Financial Standing of Talley City Nom la

Farm loan mortgages $ 208,976.28
Taxes and foreclosure costs 14,486.39
Bonds 222,050.00
Cash 8,015.40
Balance due on land contracts 43,859.35
Unsold lands, 20,128*48 acres at 15 301,927.20
Total # 799.314.62

"Meuniaf ‘rtepo r t 1C TC~CTa-inisaioner. p, 74.
Table 47

Financial Standing of State Training School®

Fam loan mortgages # 287,459.17
Taxes and foreclosure costs 7,562.13
Bonds 43,650.00
Cadi 13,893.95
Balance due on land contracts 32,503.21
Unsold lands 16,699.94 acres at 15 250.567.56
Total 8 655.567.56

" “19th Biennial "lieport™ if. D. Commissionor, p. 74. "
North Dakota thus Ms set aside #635,567.56 for
the training school. South Ddcota has invo. ted v111,084.81.
In Montana permanent fund of -..582,665.02 is invested for
the Reform School, north Dakota anti South Dakota name
the institution the Training school, while Montana retains

the old name.



Table 48

Financial Standing of Science School®

Farm loan mortgages $ 222,795,00
Taxes and foreclosure costs 7,607.03
Bonds 107,700.00
Cash 14.989.18
Balance due on land contracts 45.982.18
Unsold lands 18,567,63 acres at $15 278,514.45
Total $ 677.594.95

Forth Dakata has set aside $677,594.95 as a
permanent fund for this institution, the Science School,
South Dakota end Montana have made no provision for a
separate science school. It is the writer’'s belief* that
this Institution should be operated, in connection with
the Agricultural Collage.

Table 49

Financial standing of Soldiers* Home'0

Fam loan mortgages $ 72,049.00
Taxes and foreclosure costs 6,832.18
Bonds 262,000.00
Cash 8,634.04
Balance due on land contracts 51,893.29
Unsold lands 14,579.82 acres at 15 222,555.45
Total $ 623.963.96

~19ill liermiai' 'oport, hVi' (Toiv.raissioner'. p7"W7

Only two states have permanent funds for a
Soldiers* Home. Worth Dakota has a fund of $625,963.96,

while Montana $jas the small sum of vI7,663.98.
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Tabic 50

Financial Standing of School of -inesa

Farm loan mortgages $ 242,808.40
Taxes and foreclosure costs Q,001.2L
Bonds 88,400.00
Cash 4,467.29
Balance due on land contracts 45,157.45
Unsold lands 14,579.82 acres at 415 210,637.0)
Total $ 614,551.65

' al9th Biennial Report", n7d1 Cooiiuisslbner. p. 74.
All of the three states have permanent funds for
the school of Mines. North Batota's fund is *614,531.65.
douth Dakota has a fund of m59,920.31 and Montana has
the largest amount, which is *1,320,852.60,
Table 51

Financial Standings of University3

Fam loan mortgages 478,529.50
Taxes and foreclosure costs 11,220.23
Bonds 276,650.00
Cash 4,462.94
Balance due on land contracts 74,827.04
Unsold land 29,328.29 acres at vi15 447,424.55
Total 1,293.114.06

AT9th '‘Biennial Deport, II.D. Co missioner. p. T4”'

All of the three states have made provisions for
State Universities. North Dakota leads the list with a
fund of *1,293,114.06. Montana is the next highest with
#724,203.96, while outh Dfkot; has sot aside #107,091.53
as a permanent fund for its university. It must be borne
in mind that the figures for South Dakota do not include

all the Investments.
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Table 58

Financial Standings of Capitol La.nda

Fain loan mortgages # 18,255.89
Taxes ad. foreclosure costs 1,159.82
Bonds 260,300.00
Cash 29,383.20
Balance due on land contracts ,00
Unsold land .00
Total 0 309..3 -3.91

H'9th Biennial Report, 'IT. D. CoDimissloner, p. 74.

North Dakota has a special Interest and Income
fund on Capitol Land which amounts to $309,568.91. The
other states do not have this investment. However,
Fontana has an investment called the Trust and Legacy
Fund which amounts to 779,381.28. Then, there is another
fund for the 0. H. and T. g. Society with a total grant
of ,2,148.74.

In North Dakota the total value of unsold lands is
not computed by itself. The value of the unsold lands in
this state is estimated et 715 per acre. Montano estimates
the value of unsold lands at 710 per acre, making a total
of 345,749,730.20. Montana has #1,624,699.26 invested in
general fund warrants and #1,014,299.88 cash deposited
with the state treasurer. These figures can be calculated

easily from the previous pages in this chapter.
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Table 53
North Dakota Investments in Loans During the Two Years
1928-30, Including Renewals on Old

Loans in All CountiesQ

Acres raortmged 334,106,38

Common school loans # 2,000,450.00
Agricultural college 149.200.00
Blind asylum 76.800.00
Deaf and dunb school 117.500.00
Feeble minded school 59,900.00
Industrial school 97.500.00
Valley City normal 48.100.00
Mayville normal 85.900.00
Training school 117.300.00
Science school 90, .00.00
School of mines 51.100.00
University 66.300.00
Total $ 2,960.650,00

"al9th Biennial Report, A. D.Commiesloner. pp. 76-79.

North Datota investments for the two-year period
of 1928 and 1930 are given, The total invested in loans
in the two years was $2,960,650.00 for all the institu-
tions, which is about one-fourth of the total investments
since statehood. It is impossible to give this information
for outh Datot- nd Mntana, outh Dakota givos the data
for 1929 and 1930, hilch may be found by subtracting the
1929 dat frees the 1930 data. Yet it would be impossible
to make a comparison. Montana totals are given up to

June 30, 1930.



Table 54
Farm Loan Investments for all North Balrota Counties to

July 1, 1930a

Comnon school $ 7,625,762.53
Agricultural college 851,269.31
Blind asylum 163,844.44
Capitol building 79.700.00
Deaf and dumb school 241.780.00
Feeble minded school 110.950.00
Industrial school 261.220.50
Valley City normal 208,976.28
Mayville nomal 90,348.53
Training school 287,459.17
Science school 222.795.00
School of mines 249,808.40
Soldiers* home 72.049.00
University 478.529.50
Interest and Income capital 18,225.89
Total 11,062,718.55

(Representing 5.297 loans on 1,222.808.76 acres)
19th Biennial Report, N.D. Comifiissioner. pp. 60-63

North Deafovfen thus has $11,Qe2,718.55 invested in
farm loans, Vshile Montana lias *4,301,661.94 invested in

farm loans for all the different institutions.
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Table 55
Investments in Taxes and Foreclosure Costs in all North

Dakota Counties to June 30, 1930a

Common school $ 198,166.95
Agricultural college 39,585.80
Blind asylum 5,970.53
Capitol building 9,575.09
Deaf and durb school 5,784.73
Feeble minded school 5,660.30
Industrial school 11,283.42
Valley City normal 14,486.39
Mayville normal 6,661.20
Training school / 7,562.13
Science school 7,607.03
School of mines 8,001.21
Soldiers home 6,832.18
University 11,220.23
Interest and income capital 1,159.82
Total $ 339.817.01

al9th Biennial deport, if.l5,Commissioner, pp. 64-£

In North Dakota tbe total amount invested in fore-
closure costs and taxes is $339,817.01. This amount must
be added to the expense of the land when sold. In Fon-
tana we find the deferred payments on lend sales amount

to $7,242,104.89.
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Tabl® 56
Total Amount of Bond# for North Dakota Institutions to

July 1, 1930a

Common Schools $ 8,508,549*39
Agricultural college 282,100.00
Blind asylum 69,200.00
Capitol building 279,750.00
Deaf and. durb school 84,700.00
Feeble minded school 44,400.00
Industrial school 67,800.00
Valley City Normal 222,050.00
flayville .Normal 64,050.00
Training school 43,C5C*00
seicnee school 170,700.00
School of mines 80,400.00
Soldiers* hem# 262,000.00
University 276,650.00
Interest and income capital 260,200.00
Total 6 10.720.499.39

°19th Biennial Deport, N* D. Commies'loner, pp. C

North Dakota has |1G,720,499*39 invested in bonds,
mostly state, county and tosnship# In Montana $925,047.50
is invested in state bonds, ~£,831,000.00 in United state#
scouritins and Federal Lend Bank bonds, anti -0,470,011.08
la county, city, toera and school district bends, asking a

total of 9,434,059.38.



In South Dakota the investments are all grouped

tog ther. The commissioner’'s report lists each institu-

tion, and gives the farm mortg ges and bonds together.

Table 57

Investments in Mortgages and Bonds in South Dakota to

July 1, 1930a
Permanent school funds, exclusive of
endowments
Agricultural college
University
Charitable institutions
Training school
School for the deaf
School for the blind
School for feeble minded
School of mines
Normal school permanent funds
Southern normal
Northern normal

Total

$15,592,732.90
495,098.60
107,091.53
20,532.72
111,084.81
105,021,68
32,993.84
69,416.62
59,920.31
217,160.94
114,134.51
75,680.58
S17.001.669.04

“South Dakota Commissioner*o report, 1928-30, pp.

39-44.

This table shows the amount invested in mortgages

and bonds in South Dakota
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Permanent Assets for Each Institution

Table SB

1030

TnsITMulToS"rHjfortfrTHAN
Comer, school 941,024,778,79 $24,681,583.66 $ >1,547,784.40

Agricultural
college
Blind asylum
, capitol
Beef school
lasane asjlm
Industrial
school
Normal schools

Training school
School of mines
soldiers homo
Universi ty
X.&X. earital
Public

M il ding land
Charitable en-
dowment lands
0.11*IdI*| .-0ocC e
Trust and

8,015,073.S3

459,i70.1-S
960,268.40
606,172,54
308.946.86

619,96 .75

May* t 11©
400.35.3.86

Talley City

799,314.62
665,567.56
614,531.65
6;8,96, ,9C

1,293,114.06

509,568.91

1,P28,605,42

68,771.27

371,279.04
95,086.77

148,039.33

3,1,731.60
southern
393,648,777
403,971. 8
120,476.26
95,086,77?
234,632.11

489 4760.18
39,602.62

in the Three state©

1,815,600.56

1,361,184*4%
509,792,80

1,325,957.36
532 4665.02
1,320,852.60
17,663.98

2,148.74

e . Kumi.m.

In North Baleste. and Montana these figures are the

gr ad totals,

including

unsold lan , ©to.; while in

interest,

cash on ten

value of

outh Batota tbs figure® rep**

reamt the ©ale price of the lend, without adding cash on

tend,
sold lead®.

interest fro® the money loaned or the mine of un-
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Table 59

Montana Permanent Assets, .Turne 30, 1930a

Institutions Value "of Deferred * Farm
and funds unsold lands payments on mortgage
to wMch at ,;10 land sales loans
assets belong per acre (C,P. *s)
Public school #41,325,901.80 |6,733,907.69 #4,301,561.94
University 173,698.30 69,834.69
Agri. eollege-

Morrill grant 608.958.20 66,889.08
Agri. college -

second grant 389.683.20 26,316.61
School of mines 576,193.90 14:,654.68
Normal schools 684,327.70 47,093.77
Deaf asylum 369,672.60 20,657.60
Reform school 371,592.50 14,662.41
Capitol bldg. 1,241,073.30 115,487.68
Soldiers home 9,978.70 3,200.69
O.H.&T.P.soc. 650.00 1,399.99

Montana trust
and legacy fund

Totals #45.749.730.20 #7.242.104.89 #4.301.561.94

aReport of'Montana 'Cominisai oner of °tate Lands and
Investments for the two years beginning July 1, 1928, and
ending June 30, 1930.

"The State is responsible for the investment and
perpetual pre ervation of these various permanent funds.
Section 3 of Article Xl of the Constitution provides
that the public school fund ‘'shall forever remain invio-
late, guaranteed y the State against loss ox diversion,
to be invested, in so far as possible, in public secur-
ities v/ithin the state...* Section 12 of the same
article provides that 'The funds of the state university
and of all other state institutions of learning, from
whatever source accruing, shall forever remain inviolate
and sacred to the purpose for which they were dedicated
...and shall be guaranteed by the -tate against loss or
diversion'."1

~Report of Montana Commissioner’, 1923-30.
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Table 59 (continued}

Montana Permanent Assets, June 30, 1930

InstitutTons U.SVsecuri'tio s State- County, city,
and funds and federal bends to:n, school
to which land bank district
assets belong bonds bonds
Public schools $1,881,800*00 $317,647.50 $4,422,467.75
University 49.600.00 80,000.00 340,989.28
Agri. college-

Morrill grant 10,000.00 164,347.30
Agri, college-

second grant 25.000. 00308.000. 00 197,999.21
School of mines 25.000. 00115.000. 00 449,092.05
Normal schools 50.000. 00 534,600.01
Deaf asylum 49.600.00 39.000. 00 99,743.99
Reform school 5,400.00 187,227.58
Capitol bldgs.
Soldiers home 4,344.71

0.H.&T.B.soc,
Montana trust
and legacy fund 78,000.00

Totals $2,031,000*00 #925,047*50 $6,478,811.88

"It is encouraging to note that in our state
(Montana), these funds are not only being preserved but
are rapidly increasing; one year ago the grand total of
all the assets representing these funds was $68,902,873.10;
today it is $69,287,804.27, not including the Montana
Trust and Legacy Fund, an increase of more than
$384,000.00. This increase results partly from the
special additions to the permanent funds...and partly
from the sale of lands at a higher price than $10.00
per acre, the figure at which all unsold lands are car-
ried among the assets.

~Report of..Montana Commissioner, 1928-30



100

Table 59 (Concluded)

Montana Permanent Assets, June 3®, 1930

Institutions state Cash with
and funds general state Totals
to which fund treasurer

assets belong warrants

Public school $1.,624,699.26 $ 941,768.85 $61,547,754.79

University 10,081.69 724,203.96
Agri. college-

Morrill grant 10,111.95 860,306.53
Agri. college-

second grant 8,295.01 955,294.03
School of mines 12,911.97 1,320,352.60
Normal schools 9,915.38 1,325,937.36
Deaf asylum 11,118.61 589,792.80
Reform school 3,782.53 582,665.02
Capitol bldgs. 4,623.48 1,361,184.46
Soldiers home 139.88 17,663.98
0.H.&T .B.soc. 98.75 2,148.74
Montana trust

and legacy fund 1,381.28 79,381.28
Totals $1,624.699 .26 S1.014.229.88 69.367.185.55

Summary of Investments and Financial .standings

In North Dakota™ the total invested in bonds is
$10,720,499,93; in farm loans, $11,062,718,55; in taxes
and foreclosure costs, $339,817,01; making a grand total
of $22,123,034.95« The state also has left 1,780,140.17
acres of land, divided among the different institutions.
This land has different values as some of it has been
improved.

In South Dakota2 the grand total for all the
investments on first mortgages on real estate, county,

N-State of Nortff liakot™r,™i?inetoentil liennial Report
of Commissioner of University and School hands.

%'wenty-first Biennial Report of Commissioner of
School and Public Lands, south Dakota, 1928-30.
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school and municipal bonds up to June SO, 1930, amounts
to 8§15,592,752.70. This does not include the value of
unsold lands.

In Montana3 the value of the unsold lands, defer-
red payments on land sales, fern mortgages, United
-tates securities and Fadem| Laid Ban!: bonds, state
bonds, county, city, tovm and school district bonds,
state general fund warrants, and cash on ha.id, amounts
to 069,367,185.55. Montana included all the unsold

lands at $10 per acre.

3Report 'of Montana Coamis'sioneir.of*"'state Lards
and Investments, 1923-30.
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CHAPTER 6
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

In the first chapter a brief discussion was given
as to the statement of the problem, “he general purpose
of the study and the sources of data that are used in
this study were mentioned. It would have been very int-
eresting to have taken up more states in connection with
the study. The only reason why these three states were
selected was that they were admitted into the Union at
the same time.

Chapter Two deals with the national and legal
provisions of the laws in the three states. The
national provisions ?/ere about the same in all cases,
with the exception of the grants. The land grants for
North Dakota were 590,000 acres; for South Dakota,
620,000 acres; and for Montana, 906,000 acres. The meth-
od of handling these grants has caused considerable
trouble. Lach state was allowed to sell a certain amount
of the land at specified times. After a number of years
had elapsed, all the remainder could be sold. However,
it had to be sold under certain regulations. Montana is
the only state that does not designate the time or amount
in the law. It says "as soon as possible” the land may
be sold.

The composition of the boards in the three states
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is much the same. In North Dakota it Is called the
"Board of University and School Lands" and is composed
of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, Governor,
Attorney General, Secretary of state and a commissioner
appointed by the Governor. In South Dakota it is known
as the "Board of School and Public Lands" and is com-
posed of the Governor, Auditor, Superintendent and
Commissioner of School and Public Lands. In Montana it
iIs called the "Department of State Lards and Investments"
and consists of the Governor, superintendent of Public
Instruction, Secretary of state, Attorney General and a
co missloner appointed by the Governor.

Under the terms of payment, North Dakota requires
one-fifth in cash, one-fifth in five years, one-fifth in
ten years, one-fifth in fifteen years and the remainder
in twenty years, “outh Dakota provides that one-tenth
must be paid in cash and the rest within thirty years as
the legislature may provide. In Montana the arrangement
is different. It provides for the payment of one-tenth
in cash and the balance must be an exact multiple of
twenty-five. The difference must be paid in cash, to-
gether with a twenty-five dollar fee to obtain the
certificate. The rest Is payable in thirty-three years
at five per cent interest.

North Dakota and Montana require that a certain

amount must accompany the bid. In case the bidder does
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not take the land and the hid is forfeited. Montana
adds a penalty in addition to the forfeit.

The lands ere commonly classified as farm lands,
grazing lands, coal lands, timber lands and mineral
lands. The grants for the hi her institutions vary
somewhat in the three states. These lands may be sold or
leased but in each ease the state is held responsible
for losses, should any occur. The power of leasing and
investing is all left in the hands of the board. The
commissioner is to carry out the plans of the board and
in e general way look after everything that pertains to
the state lands and their investments. Each state has
outlined the commissi ner”™ powers and duties.

Each state has made its own regulations for the
leasing of public lands, Royalties are charged for
coal, oil and mineral lands. The royalties range from
twelve- and a half per cent of gross output to fifty
dollars as a minimum. The leases run from three to five
years. North Dakota has placed a minimum of fifteen dol-
lars per quarter on pasture land and eighty dollars as
a minimum on improved land. The leases are put up at
auction and the highest bidder is the successful man.
In South Dakota the lease goes to the highest bidder,
and no amount is stated* Montana has set a maximum of
one hundred dollars on a section of grazing land, with

two dollars and fifty cents leasing fee. North Dakota
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charged five dollars as a leasing fee, hut this was
reduced to three dollars by the 1933 legislature.

The method and manner of the sale of state land
have been discussed fully. The length of time, the
advertising, the appraisal and sale of lands are much
the same Iin all three states. Due to foreclosures, the
sale and leasing of land have become a very difficult
problem to handle. In each state the Federal government
made provisions in the Enabling Act that no lands could
be sold for less than ten dollars per acre. The ap-
praisals of land nmay be made as the demands v/arrant.

(JXm North Dakota the sale of grazing lands has ceased for
several years, because of conditions.

The method of investing the money from the sale
and leasing is approximately the same in the three
states. The investments may be placed in United States
bonds, state bonds, county bonds, school district bonds
or municipal bonds. Investments in first mortgages are
permissible up to a certain amount of tie land valua-
tion and also a certain per cent of tbs valuation on the
improvements.) The maximum also is set in each state.
The chapter is closed by giving the location and grants
for the different institutions in North Dakota, as
supplied by the General School Laws of North Dakota in

1927, and a brief summary of the chapter.
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In the comparison of the land grants and their
sales, in Chapter Three, the common school and indemnity
lands rank first on the list. Sections sixteen and
thirty-six of each tomship are given over to comnon
schools. Montana is the largest state and loads the list
with 5,188,000 acres. It still has on hand 4,132,390.18
acres. South Dakota has 2,810,050.51 acres of land
grants with 2,218,384.53 acres unsold. North Dak>ta has
a total grant of 2,748,766.74 acres, with 1,520,321.92
unsolde

For the agric uLtural colleges, Montana leads with
190,000 acres selected and 99,864.14 acres ueder state
control. Couth Dakota has a total grant of 160,000
acres with 130,349.20 acres remaining unsold. North
Dakota has a total grant of 156,335.87 acres with
47,290.90 acres unsold.

For the universities, North Dakota is first with
a total of 99,186.44 acres and 29,828.29 acres remain-
ing unsold. The original grant for outh Dakota was
86,080 acres, of which. 79,421.89 acres remain unsold.

For capitol or public buildings Montana has a
total of 200,000 acres with 124,107.35 remaining unsold.
North Dakota has a total grant of 89,230.71 acres, with
33,411.07 unsold.

For the soldiers* home, North Dakota selected
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46,899.22 acres and has 14,837.03 on hand. South
Dakota had an original grant of 170,000 acres, with
23,267.14 unsold. Montana has a total of 1,275.61
acres with 1,056.77 remaining unsold.

For the training school, North Dakota has
50,242.80 acres with 16,242.80 acres remaining unsold.
South Dakota has the original grant of 40,000 acres,
and 35,692.37 remain unsold. Montana has the original
selection of 50,000 acres with 37,159.55 acres remain-
ing unsold.

For the School for the Deaf, North Dakota has
selected and aoouired a total of 45,901.14 acres, of
which 15,311.30 acres remain unsold. South Dakota has
the original grant of 40,000 acres with 32,931.35
acres remaining unsold. Montana has the original
gr nt of 50,000 acres with 36,967.26 acres unsold.

The conditions for the Schools for the Blind aie
as follows: North Dakota, a total of 34,059.04 acres,
with 12,090.75 remaining unsold; South Dakota, the
original selection of 25,000 acres, with 22,441.94 acres
unsold. Montane 'as made no provision for this institu-
tion.

Montana likewise made no provision for the
institution for the feeble minded. South Dakota granted
40,000 acres for this couse and has on hand 36,101.12

acres. North Dakoto has a total of 23,198.91 acres
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selected and. acquired with 8,018.65 still in the hands
of the state.

Each state rade provision for the School of Mines,
Montana had 100,000 acres in the original grants, and
57,619.3? acres still under state control* North Dakota
had a total of 46,197.41 acres, with 14,57,0.82 acres
remaining in the hands of the state. South Dakota has
the original grant of 40,000 acres with 35,140.91
acres belonging to the state.

The grants for the normal schools in North Dakota
amount to 97,919.49 acres, with 3 ,205*56 acres in
char e of the state. South Dakota has the original grant
of 80,000 acres, and according to the report the state
has on hand for these Institutions more than the origi-
nal grant. This is because the land, frcra appropriations
was not added with the original grants.

The rest of the chapter takes up the method of
determining how the total number of acres of land for -
North Dakota had actually been figured out. This report
iIs copied from the Nineteenth Biennial Report of the
Commissioner of School Lands for North Dakota, The final
standing is given for each Institution. Montana and
South Dakota do not make a report of this kind*

In Chapter Four the questionnaire is discussed.
The questionnaire was sent to the county treasurers of

the fifty-three North Dakota counties, but the returns
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from only fourteen counties were tabulated. The infor-
mation from the rest of the counties was so brief that
the writer was unable to use the maLa id . Frcaa the
counties that filled in the blank in full, the reports
correspond very closely with the reports of the Commis-
sioner. However, the Commissioner’s reports are for 1950
while this questionnaire was sent out in the summer of
1932. Due to the fact that the lands are leased for a
term of years, ert n*es are few. The s les and foreclos-
ures would be responsible for some changes.

A brief summary is given on the reports of each
county. One representative county is selected and the
tabulation for this county is given in full. In addition
to this information, a mp showing the location and the
number of acres of school lands in each township is in-
cluded.

Chapter Five takes up the investments. The method
and manner of investments is discussed fully in Chapter
Two. The financial standings for each institution are
taken from the commissioner *a report in North Dak ta.

In the discus ion at the end of each table, the- financial
st ndings of the other states* institutions are given.

The total investments in the three states may be
sum ed up as follows: North Dekot: , #22,123,034.95;
South Dakota, #15,592,732.90; and Fontana, #69,367,185.55.

The investments in Montana include the unsold lands which
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are rented. In North Dakota, however, the unsold land
is not included in the investments, but is included in.
the financial standings.

Recommondati ons

The writer believes that a uniform systar of
accounting should be adopted for all states. As the
three states have similar boards, they also have the
Federal regulation as to the price of lands. This
would simplify the matter in the event that a comparison
of the load, money end investments was desired. The
writer believes that, due to the fact that very little
money is ever lost through investment in bonds, and be-
cause investments in farm mortgages have resulted in
considerable losses and caused the states a great amount
of worry, that less farm loans should be made and more of
the money invested In secured bonds.

The writer believes that the state government,
with the consent of the Federal government, should re-
appraise the prairie land on a lower bosi , and in
figuring up the assets for the different institutions
in North Dakota, ‘'outh Dakota and Montana, each state
should use the same value for the unimproved lands. In
the reports North Dakota used the valuation of $15 per
acre for all unimproved school lands. Montana used $10
as the value of all unimpr ved ami unsold lands, while

South Dakota did not include this in its assets at all.



Another reason why the writer believes the land
should be re-epprelsed is that most of the unimproved
land that remains under the state’s control is of infer-
ior quality, and the state never will be able to dispose
of it at the appraised price.

The writer believes that instead of s commissioner
sup 'Orted by each state to keep account of all proceed-
ings, this could be done by the state tax officials and
thus save considerable expense for this department.

The writer believes that, by uniting the Normal
schools and placing some of the other schools with the
university and agricultural college, considerable saving

could be made on the general expense and upkeep.
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