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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

One of the basic principles of our democracy is that good
schools should be provided for all. Equalization of educational
opportunity has been one of the chief topics of educational
writers for "any decades but particularly during the past few
years. The financial problems that have arisen as a result of
the depression have made it imperative for educators and others
all over the United States to give serious consideration to
legislation which w m tend to provide the necessary funds for
our public schools. As a result of this Increased iInterest and
the consequent publicity given the data that have been prepared
by numerous research writers the general public has come to re-
cognize the actual inequalities that exist in our educational
system.

In many of the states there are examples of the existence
of a modern school plant with all Its conveniences located but
a few miles from a rural school of poor construction and which
offers very little iIn the line of an educational program. This
Inequality dates back to the beginnings of Industrialism and
the machine age. Massachusetts first took note of 1t about 1872
and took steps to correct the evil. Today many school districts
are one hundred times as able to support education as the poor-
est districts. The consequent effect of this situation upon
the comparative opportunity given the pupils is obviously one

of the most serious problems that confronts us today.



The failure to adjust taxes as conditions have changed
and the neglect by the states to provide sufficient school funds
are two of the principal causes of these i1nequalities. It must
be admitted, however, that in the final analysis our problems will
not be solved until we have oomoletely reorganized our complex
and highly i1nefficient state systems of public schools. The
success of such a reorganization program has been well i1llustrated
by the states of Ohio, Washington, and our sister state, Minne-
sota, all of which reoort that their reorganized systems have
proved not only more economical but much more efficient. Our own
No~th Dakota, forced by circumstances beyond its control, 1is be-
ginning to make rapid strides in this direction although no defin-
ite state urogram has been suggested.

Purpose of this Thesis

Before an intelligent and constructive program can be re-
commended, 1t iIs necessary to give serious consideration to our
school system as 1t now exists, so that we may determine whether
or not it is feasible to make changes similar to those made in
other states. This is a matter to be decided upon by the people
o-f North Dakota, end it is only fair that they be given an honest
picture of existing conditions before they are asked to assist
In making a decision. A complete survey of the program of work
has already been made in several of our counties. It i1s the
object ir, this report to give as complete a report as possible
of the comparative offerings in the schools of La™oure Oounty 1in
North Dakota. An extensive report has been received from each

town and rural school iIn the oounty, and it is the intention in
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this thesis to present thoroughly all the faots relating to our
county schools ana to set up a proposed plan for a fair and
efficient reorganization program.

Sources of Data

Most of the data iIn this report were secured by a ques-
tionnaire sent to each teacher and school head in the county. A
one hundred per cent return of this questionnaire should serve
to make this report reliable. The authenticity of this informa-
tion was assured by a check with final records of the county su-
perintendent . Information regarding the financial expenditures
of the county school districts was received from the financial
records in the county superintendent’s office, Data on road con-
ditions In the county were secured from the office of the county
road commissioner. In a few oases It was necessary to consult
teachers and administrators personally to secure data which were
not made clear in the questionnaire. The actual data secured
from the questionnaire were as follows:

1. Name of school

2. Number of teachers

3. Number of puolls In each grade

4. Number taking correspondence work

5. Pupil-teacher ratio

0. System of organization employed

?. Playground equipment available

8. Science laboratory and how many make use of It

9. Shop and number using it

10. Home Economics department and number using it

11. Textbooks furnished by district

12. Number of fiction and reference books

13. Number and names of periodicals

14. School lunches

15. Gymnasium facilities

10. Kiscellaneous equipment (radio, piano, mimeograph, etc.)

17. Subjects offered iIn each grade and time per week devoted to
each subject.

18. Extra-curricular activities and number participating In each

19. Testing program



20. Pupil classification and attendance records

21. Marking system employed

22. Health agencies in the school

25. Guidance practices

24_ Community rctivitles contributing to education of child
25. Miscellaneous agencies contributing to education of child
26. Number of children of school age not iIn school

27. Number of high school graduates continuing education
28. teaching load of each teacher

29. Experience of each teacher

50. Educational preparation of each teacher

31. Extra-curricular duties of each teacher

38. Community activities participated iIn by each teacher
33. Salary of each teaoher

34. Certificate held by each teacher

35. Leisure reeding of each teaoher

Limitations of This Study

Errors were avoided in the tahulation of data by checking
three times, twice by the author end once by a second party. The
county superintendent read and approved the findings. As no com-
parisons were made with other counties In the state, 1t iIs Impos-
sible to conclude from this report that this represents a con-
dition prevalent in the entire state. The data given include that
of the school year 1938-1939 only. A check on the school census,
enrollment, and financial records of the oounty superintendent,
however, revealed that these conditions have remained almost the
same for the past ten year period. It was found, generally, that
people have not moved out of LaMoure County as they have from

counties to the west.



CHAPTER 2
DESCRIPTION OP LABOURS COUNTY

LaMourt County is looated in ths southeast section of North
Dakota end is hounded on the north by Stutsman ?nd Barnes, on
the south by Dickey, on the east by Ransom, and on the west by
toran counties. The greater pert of the county x® located iIn
what i1s known as tlie central drift prairie. The extreme west
end 1s located in the eoteau do Missouri section. The surface
of the land i1s that of a gently rolling plain, well drained, but
untightred except in the valley of the Jamas River, which runs
throu h the central part of the county. The soil i1s a very rich
loam with a clay subsoil. In many places i1t is mixed with sand
and gravel. It is rich with needed plant food elements, list,
potash, nitrogen, and phosphorus* blended so as to make the land
very productive If there i1s sufficient rein. The lack of mois-
ture during the past few years, however, hes made “he land sub-
ject to numerous dry weather pests. The crop of 1938 was com-
pletely ruined by the grasshopper plague.

The county, 1147 square miles In ares, ranks twenty-ninth iIn
sia# iIn the state of 53 counties. Its population In 1930* was
11,917, 7717 of shom lived in the rural areas and the other 3800
in towns. The county ranked twenty-third in population in the
state. The largest town 1# L#;*oure, the county seat, with s pop-
ulation of 889. 1dgeley and Kulm are the only other towns having

a population of over 600. Other interesting facts regarding the

1 United States Census Reports, 1930,



population are included In the following table:
Table 1

Population In LaMoure County in 1930

Total population---————————-—-—-—-—— — ——— 11,517
Males— —-————————- - - e — — 6,096
Females--------—\ - ——— - —— 5,421
Native White-----—-—————————————— 9,785
Native parentage—-—— —*~ ————————————— 4,553

Foreign or mixedparentage--—-———————- 5,232
Foreign born white— ———— - 1,731

Under 21 years of age--—-———————-——-—————————— 5,602
Over 21 years of age-—--———--——--——-—-——————- — 5,915

There were no Negroes and only one of the yellow race.
The large majority of the people are of the sturdy Gorman or
Russian stock. They are as a whole a cultured type, extremely
Interested iIn the education of their children. The i1lliteracy
in the 1930 census was only ,9 per cent. Ninety-seven and nine-
tenths per cent of those between the ages of seven and thirteen
were In attendance In the public schools.

Industries

Of the 3,860 gainfully employed in the county, 2,526
were engaged iIn agriculture. Two hundred and seventy-two were
in the professional fields, the great majority of these being
school teachers. Two hundred and twenty-two were employed iIn
wholesale and retail trade. Building, railroad service, banking,
postal service, and industrial hand trades were the only other

important fields of industry.



Railroads and Roads
The following table will show the mileage of roads and
railroads in LaMoure County by school districts.
Table 2

Mileage of Roads and Railroads iIn LaMoure County
by School Districts

Name of District ______Road Fileagel ——___Railroad Mileage
Banner

Badger 19 none
Black Loam 18 none
Bluebird 18 7.71
Dean 29 2.24
Golden Olen 18 3.07
Grand Raoids 17 9.35
Grand View 33 1.91
Gladstone 23 none
Greenville 11 none
Glen 27 7.64
Glenmore 18 6.00
Henrietta 18 6.01
Kennison 29 6.03
Kulm 3 .50
Litohville 22 none
LaMoure 31 13.94
MIkkelson 27 none
Norden 25 5.60
Nora. 21 15.50
Oovid 11 none
Pearl Lake 27 none
Prairie 25 1.26
Pomona View 15 4.33
Potts 12 3.17
Ray 22 1.13
Raney 23 .44
Roscoe 34 6.31
Russell 26 none
Saratoga 24 3.49
Sheridan 39 2.90
Swede 15 none
Verona 24 6.19
Wano 27 6.00
Wil 1lowbank 23 10,3,0

_ > No specific information regarding actual roaa mllaage ii
available In LaMoure County offices. This mileage Is an approx-
imation. Only all-weather roads were considered.



Figure 1.— Location Map of LaMoure County

LaMoure, a southeastern North Dakota county, lies In a
very fTertile agricultural area and would yield excellent crops
iT there were sufficient moisture.

From the standpoint of size and population the county is
distinctly average for the state of North Dakota. There are no
large, densely populated towns, the largest having a population
of lees than o1» thousand oeoole.

All but one of the entire population iIs of the white race,
Germans and Russians predominate* There i1s very little i1lliter-
acy.

About two-thirds of the gainfully employed are engaged iIn
agriculture. The professional and small business field® rank
second and third respectively.

Railroad mileage In the county is about average for North

Dakota, There is a large number of good all-weather roads.



CHAPTER 3

COMPARATIVE OFFEMFO- IE SCHOOLS OF LAMOURE COUNTY

In the school year 1938-1939 there were thirty-five
school district* in LsMoure County. Four of these districts had
classified high schools, one of which had a rural school in con-
nection with the town school. Seven districts had consolidated
high schools. Two of these hRd two rural schools In the same
district rnd one had one rur™l school. Of the remaining twenty-
four districts, two had town graded schools, one of which had
two rural schools In connection; four districts had two rural
schools each, eleven had three rural schools, and seven had four
schools. This makes a total of ninety, four of which were
classified, seven consolidated, two town graded, and seventy-
seven rural. There were 154 teachers employed, forty-one in the
classified schools, thirty-two in consolidated, four in town
graded, ond seventy-seven iIn rural.

The total enrollment for the school year was 8,637, 1,030
of whom attended classified schools, 617 consolidated, eighty-five
town graded, and 905 rural. The puoll-teacher ratio for the
classified schools was 25.01; consolidated, 19.28; town graded,
21.25; and rural, 11.75. The average oupll teacher ratio for the
county was 17.12.

Statistics of previous years reveal that the total enroll-
ment In the county aohools has remained about the same for the
past ten years. A slight decrease iIn the number of elementary
school students and a comparative Increase In the number of high
school students is noted. The table and figure on the following

pages will serve to give a more detailed and exact ploture of
the school situation in the county.
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Table 3

General Organization of LaMoure County Schools In 1938-1939

Pupil- Pupils Pupll- Number
Pupils Teacher In el- Teach- iIn Cor-
Number  Number In Ratio eraen- er Ra- respon-
Name of of of High in High tary tlo In dence
District Teachers Pupils School School Grades Grades Work
Classified schools
Golden Glen 11 311 138 25 173 31 0
LaMoure 1 14 306 148 22 158 23 0
Kulra Special 9 274 147 29 128 32 5
Sheridan 7 139 54 18 85 21 3
Consolidated schools
Verona 6 125 65 23 60 20 6
Roscoe 2 5 123 50 25 73 24 2
Bluebird 2 5 87 40 20 47 16 2
Henrietta 5 90 35 18 55 18 0
Grand Rapids 4 82 29 15 53 27 3
Kennlson 1 4 61 23 12 38 19 3
Banner 3 49 13 13 36 18 5
Rural schools in same districts as classified
or consolidated schools
LaMoure 2 1 5 5 5 0
Roscoe 1 1 19 19 19 0
Bluebird 1-2 2 19 19 9.5 0
Kennlson 2-3 2 27 27 13.5 0
All other districts
Badger 3 40 40 13.3 0
Black Loam 4 33 33 8.3 2
Dean 2 18 ie 9 0
Grand View 3 25 25 8.3 0
Gladstone 3 61 61 20.3 0
Greenville 2 17 17 8.5 0
Glen 4 79 79 19.8 1
Glenmore 2 40 40 20 0
Litohville 4 55 55 13.8 0
Mikkelson 3 30 30 10 0
Norden 3 46 46 15.3 0
Nora 3 44 44 14.7 0
Ovid 2 23 23 11.5 0
Pearl Lake 3 28 28 9.3 0
Prairie 4 41 41 10.3 0
Pomona View 3 30 30 10 0
Potts 2 20 20 10 0
Ray 4 63 63 15.8 0
Raney 4 40 40 10 0
Russell 3 28 28 9.3 0
Saratoga 4 34 34 8.5 0
Swede 4 53 53 13.3 0
Wano 3 37 37 12.3 0
Wil lowbank 3 35 35 _qu31-.. O
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Figure 2.— School Organization in LaMoure County
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Two of the classified schools gave correspondence courses
along with their regular work. Sight students were enrolled in
these courses during the 1938-1939 school year. Twenty-one stu-
dents iIn six of the seven consolidated sohools took correspon-
dence work. [In the rural sohools and the two town graded schools
only three students took such courses.

Although correspondence work such as i1t is given in North
Dakota iIs advantageous in some respects, there are many disadvan-
tages resulting from i1t. In two specific oases iIn LaMoure
County consolidation was stopped largely because the school
boards of the smaller schools were satisfied to employ men with
standard diplomas to run their schools, have them teach two
years of high school, and allow the Juniors and seniors to take
correspondence work. Such a situation as this will serve to
discourage the merging of attendance areas iInto larger units.

Of the eleven high schools iIn the county only two employ
the 6-6 organisation. All the others us the 8-4 clan. This means
that the Junior high school organization, adopted by many schools
to provide for exploratory work in the seventh, eighth, and
ninth grades i1s available for only eight per cent of those of
Junior high school age i1n the county. Larger schools would make
it possible for almost all students of that age in the county to
come under this tyne of organization. The sudden break from a
small rural school to a town high school is much too abrupt for
many of the students, and this may have been a reason why many
oupils have dropped out of school. A Junior high school organi-

zation in larger schools should help keep more of them iIn school.
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ISrulpment

The following severe?! pages will show the comparative
amount of school equipment In each of the schools iIn the county.
This i1tem will he subdivided iInto six groups: playground equip-
ment ; laboratories; books and periodicals, including texts, lib-
rary books, both fiction end reference; school lunches; gymnas-
tum; and miscellaneous.

Playground Equipment

In the opinion of the county superintendent only ose of
the classified schools iIn the county has sufficient equipment for
the clayground. This school, with an enrollment of eighty-five
in the elementary grades, has a set of four swings, two teeters,
a merry-go-round, a giant stride, and an outside basketball
court. The largest .school, with an elementary enrollment of
173, has only a set of four swings and three teeters. The other
two classified schools have also very limited playground mater-
1als. This situation is due largely to the lack of funds mr the
attitude of school officers end officials that playground equip-
ment is not.a very important item In the school. In the consol-
idated school group the school with the largest grade enrollment
has but one swing on the playground. The school with the next
largest grade enrollment Is very well equipped, having a set of
four swings, three teeters, a slide, and a giant stride. Each of
the other five schools iIn this group seems to have sufficient
equipment for its enrollment, One of the town graded schools
is well equipped with a slide, a merry-go-round, and two teeters.
Of the seventy-seven rural schools In the county, twenty-five

have no playground equipment whatsoever. Although most of these
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schools have rather small enrollments, two of them have more than
twenty students each. All the other schools iIndicated some equip-
ment, but thirty-two of these stated that i1t was entirely inade-
quate for the needs of the puolls.

Table 4

Number of Pupils Using
Science Laboratories, Shops, and Home Economics Departments

Number Number Using Number Number using
School in High Science Using Home Economics
District School Laboratory Shon Department
LaMoure 1 148 98 26 43
Kula Special 146 116 none none
G-olden Glen 138 93 28 31
Verona 65 46 none none
Sheridan 54 53 9 12
Roscoe 1 50 27 12 none
Bluebird 2 40 21 none none
Henrietta 35 none none none
Grand Rapids 29 14 none none
Kennison 1 23 23 none none
Banner 13 6 none none

The nine students listed as taking shop In Sheridan dis-
trict and the twelve In Roscoe district are seventh and eighth
grade students. This means that of the 741 high school students
in the county, 386 of whom were boys, only fourteen per cent were
given the opportunity to study shop work. Of the 355 high school
girls only twenty-four per cent were in home economics courses.

All but thirty-five students of the county were given the opoor-
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tunity of using a science laboratory at some time iIn their high
school attendance, although the last six schools mentioned on the
list indicated that their laboratories were poorly equipped.

The first six schools listed used laboratories for the
seventh and eighth grades as well as for the high school grades.
Neither the town graded schools nor the seventy-seven rural
schools listed laboratories. This means that of the 43? seventh
and eighth grade students in the county, only thirty-eight per
cent were given the opportunity to use these very important de-
partments. It is a commonly accepted theory that courses offered
to junior high school students should be of en exploratory nature.
Not half of the students of the county of Junior high school age
were given such courses.

In connection with this, only three of the county high
schools had complete commercial departments. This means that less
than half of the high sohool students were given the opportunity
to become trained in commercial work.

These data seem to bring out certain inequalities iIn the
educational opportunities offered to puoils In the county rather
vividly, A proper reorganization of attendance districts and a
combination of attendance into larger schools would make it
possible fal almost all students of Junior and senior high school
age iIn LaMoure County to take advantage of exploratory and voca-
tional courses.

Books and Periodicals
The state law requires that the school district furnish

text books for elementary school children. Three of the consoll-
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dated schools and nineteen of the rural and town graded schools
Indicated that their suooly of texts was Inadequate for effective
teaching, Two of the four classified schools and one consolidated
school furnished texts for high school pupils. In an attempt to
make It as i1nexpensive as oossible for the school to furnish texts
to the pupils in the county, the principal or superintendent in
one or two of the schools has failed to furnish new texts often
enough and has continued to use books until they are completely
worn out and much out of date. Surely, adequate, up-to-date
texts are essential for effective teaching, the lack of which re-
sults iIn the lowering of the value of the iInstruction to a great
extent. Reorganised school systems in the county, iIncluding the
adequate provision of texts, would conserve important values for
the pupils end their parents.

Perhaps more important then the text book i1tem is that of
library books (fiction and reference) and periodicals. In the
eleven high schools of the county the largest school, with an
enrollment of almost 150 pupils in high school, had an average of
fourteen library books per pupil, while one of the smaller schools,
with an enrollment forty, had only four books per pupil. One
hundred fifty ouQside reading books for a high school department
is not sufficient to cover the wide range of necessary subject
matter and the fiction desirable in a school library. To satisfy
the i1-orth Dakota course of study in English 150 books In fiction
alone would not be enough to cover the minimum essentials. One
wonders how the teachers of districts with such limited library

facilities can present sufficient material to get the students
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through the final state examinations. An iInclusive test on the
material covered iIn the course of study would cover such a wide
range that the library facilities In eight of the high schools of
LaMoure County would be entirely inadequate.

Table 5

Library Books and Periodicals in the LaMoure County High Schools

Number of
Number of Number of Periodicals
Name of Number of Library Books Per and
District Pupils Books Puoil Newspapers
Classified schools
Golden Olen 138 2000 14 15
LaMoure 148 1670 11 38
Kulm Special 146 985 7 9
Sheridan 54 500 10 8
Consolidated schools
Verona 65 400 6 6
Roscoe 50 500 10 6
Bluebird 40 150 4 7
Henrietta 35 300 9 6
Grand Rapids 29 300 10 6
Kennison 23 300 12 6
Banner 13 200 15 3

The number of extra reading books for the elementary de-
partment of the eleven schools referred to above was comparatively
about the same as the number of high school library books. Eight
of the eleven schools had less than 1,000 such books for both high
school and grade departments, four of these having less than 400.
In the rural and town graded schools the number of library books
ranged from thirty iIn a school of twenty-two pupils to 260 iIn a
school of twenty-eight pupils. Nine of these schools had over 200,
thirty-seven had between 100 and 200, and thirty-three had less

than 100, The range was from less than two per pupil to eleven

per pupil.
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Of the eleven high schools only the four classified
schools h«d libraries in separate rooms. The consolidated schools
had their libraries either In the principal’s office or iIn the
assembly. The Importance of having the library in a separate
room equipped with proper facilities is well-established. It Is
difficult to cause the students to become library-minded in the
crowded quarters available In the majority of our small high
schools, .

One can but look at an ordinary news stand to note the
great variety of periodicals available. Upon checking with the
newsman It can be seen that the gi*e t majority of the magssines
sold are definitely not of the type that would be conducive to
high intellectual or morel standards. To create iIn the pupil a
desire for the right kind of periodical reeding is one of the
foremost functions of a good English teacher. This becomes al-
most impossible, however, when the periodical materiel 1is either
limited or non-existent.

An i1dee of the wide variation in available periodical
material can be easily gotten from th® following two lists. List
number one represents the magaslnes subscribed to by the smallest
village eohool of the county with a total of forty-nine pupils.
List number two indicates the magsaines and newspapers available
to the 10% pupils of the second largest school of the ootinty, =udi
a variation as this should not exist. Surely this iIs not fair to

the pupils of the smaller school.
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List it Newsweek, Look, Popular Science

List- 2; American Girl, American Boy, Boy’s Life, Breeders Ga-
zette, Hog Breeder, Dakota Farmer, Poultry Tribune,
Better Crons with Plant Food, Agricultural Leaders Di-
gest, American Sheep Breeder, Aberdeen Angus Journal,
Hoards Dairyman, Shorthorn World, Current Events (ten
copies), National Geographio, Scholastic, Pathfinder,
News Week, Hygela, Good Housekeeping, Ladies Home Jour-
nal , Turkey World, Child Life (two copies), School Activ-
ities, Current History, Musical America, Grade Teacher,
Instructor, Athletic Journal, Young America, Readers Di-
gest, Magazine Digest, Nation’s Schools, Educational
Digest, Fargo Forum, Minneapolis Journal, Christian
Science Monitor, United States News.

All the other nine schools subscribed to the Readers Di-
gest. Time, Life, Scholastic, Popular Science, American Boy, and
American Girl ranked about equally in popularity. There were dai-
ly newspapers in three of the four classified schools and two of
the seven consolidated schools. Although the other consolidated
schools had more periodicals than are indicated in list one, the
general trend was for the classified schools to place a much
greater stress on this very important function of the school.

All the town schools subscribed to some type of weekly
newspaper such as Current Events or Weekly Reader for the elemen-
tary school children. The high school periodicals were, of course,
available to the upper grade children. Only twelve of the rural
and town graded schools used any periodicals for olass work. This
means that over 800 rural pupils, or almost one third of all the
La"toure County elementary and secondary school pupils, did not
use any periodical materials for class work. The periodical read-
ing habit, so essential in high school courses, is poorly developed

in rural children Just when they finish the rural school. Their
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exceptionally poor background In this phase of rural school edu-
cation shows up decidedly.

It Is obvious that the larger schools can supply a much
greeter variety of reading materials for their students than can
the smaller schools. The elimination of smaller schools would
tend to correct this evil.

School Lunches

Two of the classified schools and one consolidated school
sponsored school lunches at the noon hour. As the material to a
great extent was furnished by the Surplus Commodities Commission,
the cost to the pupils was very little. In one of the classified
schools the coat was but two cents per week. Such dishes as
cocoa, soup, baked potatoes, rice pudding, muffins, and other sl
il.:r ones were served. The object of these dishes was merely to
give the student something warm to go along with the lunch he
brought in his lunch bucket. None of the schools had cafeterias
but served the lunch In the hone economics department or the
assembly room. The work iIn preparation of the dishes was done by
Rational Youth Administration workers or in one case by volunteers
from the community. Most of the other schools did not serve
lunches because of the lack of the necessary facilities.

Tills sytera of serving hot dishes proved very popular in
the communities sponsoring lt. The management and arrangement
of the supervised lunch room was used to teach proper eating
habits. As almost half of all the high school students In LaMoure
County and over seventy-five per cent of the elementary school
students carry lunches to school, lunch room management met a real

need In the schools which provided it. Larger schools, equipped
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with Horae Economics departments, or possibly cafeterias, i1n place
of the one room rural schools which now are numerous, would make
it possible for all school pupils In the county to enjoy the ben-
efits of lunch room management. |If there came to be a sufficient
number of pupils In a school, there could be a cafeteria where
they might procure good lunches at a nominal price.
Gymnasium Equipment

Two of the four classified schools and three of the conso-
lidated schools had gymnasiums In the school buildings. The other
six high schools rented other buildings for that purpose. One of
the consolidated schools transported its basketball players to a
town eleven miles away one® a week for a two-hour drill. Because
it was 1mpossible to make arrangements with the owner of the only
hall available iIn town, one school entered a girls* basketball
team in the county tournament with no previous practice. In none
of the five gymnasiums of the county was there any equipment with
the exception of baskets for basketball and, iIn some cases, a
volleyball net. There were no mats, parallel bars, horses, or
any other such equipment. One of the consolidated school gymna-
siums Is so small that when the spectators are assembled on the
sidelines the space for the players does not measure more than
fifteen by thirty feet. This i1s less than one third the size of
& regulation high school basketball court. Ine one of the town
halls two unprotected stoves, usually red hot during: a game,
occuoy two corners of the playing floor making play extremely
hazardous. None of the gymnasiums are of regulation size, although

five are quite definitely large enough. It Is Impossible to ex-
pect physical education teachers and coaches, most of whom are
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already overloaded with other work, to do satisfactory work In
gymnasiums of this type.

Miscel laneous Equipment

Most of the village schools had such necessary equipment
as pi nos, vlctrolas, mineographs, end the like, hut the”e were ra-
dios In only two of the eleven schools. There was a radio In
one of the rural schools. There were school typewriters for a
commercial department In all the classified schools end In two of
the consolidated schools. The mimeographs In most of the schools
were extremely poor as was Indicated by the school papers, edited
In all hut one of the eleven town schools. In many cases the
editions were entirely unreadable. The equipment In most cases
was so poor than even the beet workers could not make clear
copies. Slovenly work like this, usually performed by the best
students of the school, Is certainly not conducive to proper work
habits. It would s”™em that there was more harm than benefit de-
rived from the editing of theee school papers.

The proper use of a radio In a school can be highly de-
sirable teaching practice. Musical programs and dramatic pro-
ductions, especially adapted to children of all ages, prove not
only popular but informative, “reouent patriotic programs serve
to aid In establishing desirable ldeals. The failure to use the
radio in many schools In LeMoure County is lamentable.

Respite the cuite general use of visual education equip-
ment In larger schools today there is not a single projector in
the schools of LaMoure County. Because i1t Is still the opinion

of many in the county that movi-s of any kind lead to loose morals,
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it i1s difficult to get them to see the possible educational ben-
efits of motion picture equipment. Inadeauate funds constitute
another reason for the failure to install such equipment.

In general, classified schools In the county are better
equipped iIn all respects than the consolidated, town graded, or
rural schools. The opinion iIs heard expressed by school patrons
in the county that the modern child has too much school equipment.
Such a statement becomes more and more misleading as the stan-
dards of modern living continue to change. There 1s, of course,
the danger that children may not fully appreciate their oppor-
tunities, but this oan be avoided by good instruction.

Administrative Practices

This division has to do with the testing program, pupil
classification and office records, practices to encourage atten-
dance, and the marking system used.

Testing Program

Of the four classified schools, two used intelligence
tests, one using the Kuhlman-Anderson tests and the other the
Otis. The same two schools used the Public School Achievement
Tests for grades three through eight. One of the classified
schools used only the Wonroe reading tests and the othE had no
standard testing program. OF the seven consol idated schools, two
used Kuhlman-An&erson and two used the Otis tests. Two of these
schools used the Public School Achievement Testa. The other four
consolidated schools used no standard tests. Vocational aptitude
tests were not used In the county. Six of the seventy-nine rural

and graded sohools used intelligence tests and two of these
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schools used diagnostic reading fc'sts. Diagnostic arithmetic
tests were used by one rural school. Current standard testing
was confined to the town or village schools. Very little, how-
ever, has been done iIn this respect In the county.

Pupil Classification

Most of the village schools used the McCormick Mathers
system of filing grades end other data concerning students. Two
schools had no method of filing such data. Two classified
schools and one consolidated school kept a separate file for each
student enrolled In school. In this file were kept records of
standard scores, grades, end other Important personal data re-
garding the student. The rural and graded schools sent monthly
reports to the county superintendent and kept no records on file
in the school. Oniy three of the village schools had a definite
system of keeping financial accounts of money received and ex-
pended by student organizations. Lack of time due to extensive
duties was the reason given by the others who kept no such re-
cords.

It would seem that such i1nadestate record keeping and the
difficulties that are bound to arise as a result of i1t should be
avoided. Reorganization of attendance areas with larger school
units should make it oossible for administrators to have more time
for this very important function of the school and should make
i1t economical for them to employ well trained clerks to help them.

Practices to Encourage Attendance
Only one of the classified schools demands excuses an a

means of encouraging attendance. This school also presents
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attendance awards. Two of the classified schools do nothing
In the matter of encouraging attendance. The other classified
school offers attendance awards. One of the seven consolidated
schools demands make-up work after absence, Tfour give awards for
attendance, one has no practice iIn this respect, and one allows
one skip day each month for perfect attendance during the month.
Of the seventy-nine rural and graded schools, forty-three offer
stamps for perfect attendance, eight use stars or dote on a
chart, two use the merit system with no prizes, one offers cer-
tain privileges, four give medals, two give other prises, and two
offer calendars for the pupils to color. The other eighteen
have no specified means of encouraging attendance but suggest
that they have no difficulty with this matter.
Marking Systems

All but one of the eleven classified and consolidated
schools use the letter system of marking. There 1is very little
variance iIn the system used, most of the schools employing the
method suggested in the North Dakota manual. One of the consol-
idated schools used the oeroentage system of marking. All the
rural and graded schools used the letter system suggested by
the county superintendent. These letters are translated into
numbers for the permanent records.

Health Agencies

None of the schools in Lrd"oure County demand physical
examinations of the pupils. One of the classified schools de-
manded examinations of those participating In athletics. This

school also had a school doctor. |In all other schools the county
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nurse Is the only one definitely assigned to medical attention of
the pupils. One of the consolidated schools conducted e daily
inspection of the students. A classified school sponsored r pos-
ture contest for the girls. The rural schools seemed, to conduct
8 much more thorough health orogram than the village schools.
Over half of them had dally inspection of the pupils and iIn the
majority of these schools better health habits were encouraged by
contests, awards, charts, booklets, or clean-up campaigns.

It iIs perhaps true that there Is greater need for a de-
tailed health program in rural areas than iIn towns or villages,
but 1t is obvious that insufficient stress was placed on this very
important phase of school administration iIn lLa. cure County. Al-
though details of health Instruction were given more attention
in the rural than iIn the town schools, there i1s a question us to
whether or not the rural teachers have sufficient training to do
Justice? to the health objective of teaching. Reorganized schools,
in which each school would be large enough to include one or two
teachers especially trained for health teaching and whose spe-
cific duties would be in this field, would seem to be the answer
to this obvious need.

The lack of adequate training given in the physical edu-
e.tion ad. athletic departments of the small aohools in the
county is deplorable. There have been exhibitions on the baseball
field, the basketball court, and the track field by individuals
who have become almost exhausted because of lack of proper
training or poor physi ue. This oonditlon is particularly evident

in the activity of girls® basketball. Many of the girls who play
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basketball have been trained by men who have little unde;sténding
of the physical problems involved. The element of "winning" 1is
eo strongly emphasised by some Improperly trained coaches that
the physical welfare of the competing students becomes a matter of
secondary i1mportance if it iIs considered at all. Three indivi-
duals were discovered in LaWoure County ”~ho have physical hsndl-
caps caused by overstrain in high school athletic activities that
will deprive them of things fundamental to theilr very happiness.
Larger school unite, employing Instructors especially trained in
physical education and the activity relative to athletics would
serve to reduce the obvious evils of the prerent system of con-
ducting athletic contests.

Outdance Practices

The i1mportance of a properly functioning educ tional and
vocational guidance program in the modern school cannot be over-
emphasized, The impression that the term 'guidance* refers only
to directing the pupils in vocational pursuits is iIn e~ror. This
term, as used here, refers- to scientific diagnosis* and suggested
solutions of a child’s problems from the time he first enters
school .

In Lafcoure County very little guidance work is done. One
of the classified schools gave programs str”sning vocational in-
formation, and another one presented this material through write-
ups In the bi-weekly newspaper. In all the other classified and
consolidated schools g idance activity was limited to conferences
with whomever wished to Alacu s these problems and to vocations

classes. So constructive guidance programs Tere reported by the



graded or rural schools. Tw"? of the rural schools had literary
societies, sixteen reported participation In e young people’s
citizenship league, and ©any reported one or two programs a year™*
Hone of these activities, however, offered a great deal iIn the
line of educational or vocational guidance.

It 1s true that informal discussions between teachers
end pupils made available in a small school situation could come
to be highly beneficial. Some of the county coaches Indicated
that conversations with their boys while on athletic tripe fre-
euently turned toward probable vocations, fha informality of
such a conference situation lends Itself splendidly to construc-
tive guidance, but here again one questions the authenticity and
breadth of scope of the iInformation offered. In perhaps no other
field 1s there greater need for specialised training than in that
of guidance of school pupils. A guidance officer who could be
employed In a larger school system seems to be the best solution
to this problem.

Summary

During the school year studied there were four classified,
seven consolidated, two village graded, and seventy-seven rural
schools i1n Leicure County.

The total enrollment for the school year was 2,6.77, 905
of whom were In rural schools end 1,712 in vlilage schools,

Only thirty-two students took high school correspondence
work. Three of these were taking the work under the* supervision
or rural teachers.

The Junior high school was organized In only two of the
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eleven systems which conducted high schools. Both of these
were classified schools.

The classified and consolidated schools tended to have
more playground equipment than the rural schools, although a
few rural schools were well Oquipped.

One of the consolidated schools had no laboratory al-
though science classes were taught. The other consolidated
schools had limited laboratory facilities.

There were four shops and three home econo ics depart-
ments iIn the county. With one exception these departments were
limited to the classified schools.

In eight of the eleven high schools the students furnished
their own texts. The variety of extra reading boohs in the con-
solidated end rural schools was very limited. The classified
schools tended to have a greater variety of periodicals.

Only three of the county schools provided hot lunches
during the noon hour.

All four classified schools had adequate gymnasium fa-
cilities. Only one consolidated school had a sufficiently large
gymnasium.

The use of the radio was very limited in the county.
There was no visual education equipment. General equipment, such
as mimeographs or ditto machines was iIn poor condition in most
cases, although the classified schools tended to have better
equipment than the others.

Three of the classified, three of the consolidated, and

six of the graded and rural schools used standard tests as an
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Instrument of iInstruction.

The classified schools tended to hove a much more complete
system of keeping office records then the other schools.

Health agencies In the county were extremely limited.
Those In charge of teaching health were, as r rule, inadequately
preoared for these duties.

Only two of the schools had definite guidance programs.
These were both classified schools. Guidance activity in the re-
mainder of the county schools was limited to occasional confer-
ences and what was done iIn oonnactlon with class worh.

The term town graded as used thus far applies to the two
graded schools in the two sm»llest villages iIn the county. " This
term is used In thr oounty superintendent’s records. In 1ij}e re-

mainder of this thesis the term village will he used.
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CHAPTER 4
PROGRAM OF STUDIES

The tables on the following pages will show the compara-
tive amount of class time given to subjects from the first through
the eighth grades. Data regarding high sohool subjects will also
be Included. These data were taken from programs presented by
the teachers and administrators. It will be noticed that In such
subjects as health, music, and art the smaller schools, iIn many
cases, did not offer actual classes. This type of work was done
to some extent, however, in opening exercises. The size of the
classes iIn the smaller schools was, of course, much smaller than
In the larger schools. In many oases In the rural schools there
was only one in a class. It Is difficult to say whether or not
a child in a fifteen-pupil reading class, conducted for thirty
minutes, would get more or less Instruction then one In a one-
pupil class conducted for five minutes. It is evident that al-
though the child in the larger class may not be required to read
as a rule as long one in the smaller class, he could be exposed
to a greater variety of subject matter and tb various ways of pre-
senting It to hold his interest. The competitive element iIn the
larger class can be used to advantage by the teacher.

The average number of pupils to a grade in each of the
three tynes of schools is given at the end of each table. This
enables the reader to make comparisons. The average number of
minutes devoted to each Glass was found to the closest number di-
visible by five. The two village schools which had graded schools

were included with the rural schools. The number of schools iIn



this group wss different in each grade, since all rural schools
did not have pupils in all eight grades. In tables six, seven,
eight, and nine reading Incudes phonics, word drill, and lan-
guage. In table nine, ten, eleven, twelve, and thirteen social
science includes geography, history and nature study. In tables
twelve and thirteen English Includes reading, literature, gram-
mar, and spelling; and science Includes general science, agri-
culture, and health.
Table 6

Minutes per Week Devoted to First Grade Glasses
in Three Types of Schools of LaMoure County

dumber of Schools and Minutesper “eek &pent by”
Each School in the Following Classifications:

Subject Classified Consolidated Rural
(Four Schools) (Seven Schools) (Fifty-Five Schools)
Schools Minutes Schools Minutes Schools Minutes

Reading . all 340 all 230 all 185
Numbers all 100 all 80 all 55
Writing all 95 all 65 all 50
Health 3 40 2 25 2 25
Music 3 70 3 45 5 25
Art 1 30 4 50 11 25
Average number of First grade pupils inclassified schools- —— 17
Average number of first grade pupils inconsolidated schools 7
Average number of first grade pupils in rural schools 2

Reading, writing, and arithmetic were still the popular
fundamental subjects in the primary grades in these schools. Work
In art In the primary department was seemingly considered more im-

portant in the consolidated schools than in the classified ones.
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Classes In music and health were more popular in the classified
than i1n the other two types of schools*
Table 7

Minutes per Week Devoted to Second Grade Classes
in Three Types of Schools in LaMoure County

Number of Schools and Minutes per Week Soent by
Each School in the Following Classifications;
Subject Classified Consolidated Rural
(Four Schools) (Seven Schools) (Sixty-Seven Schools)
Schools Minutes Schools Minutes Schools Minutes

Reading all 385 all 255 81X 150
Numbers all 125 all 75 all 55
Writing all 65 5 60 8 25
Health 3 55 4 50 9 25
Art 2 30 4 40 6 25
Music 3 70 3 30 8 25

Average number of second grade pubils iIn classified scbooiV---«I8
Average number of second grade puoils iIn consolidated schools— 6
Average number of second grade oudlls In rural schools———-————- 2
The small schools did not usually teach writing as a reg-
ular subject. In the eight schools In which penmanship was given,
several grades were combined iInto one class. Thus the freshmen
in high school who came from rural schools had less training in
writing than those who came from village schools. This lack of
training In penmanship was particularly noticeable when graduates

of rural schools entered high school.
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Table 8

Minutes per Week Devoted to Third Grade Classes
in Three Types of Schools iIn L&Moure County

dumberof Schools and Minutes per $eek Spent by
Each School in the Following Classifications:
Subject Classified Consolidated Rural
(Four Schools) (Seven Schools) (Sixty-Seven Schools)
SchoolsMinutes Schools Minutes Schools Minutes

Reading all 335 all 255 all 145
Numbers all 120 all 105 all 55
Writing all 50 all 50 12 25
Health all 55 5 45 51 35
Art 3 55 2 20 16 20
Music 3 75 3 50 20 15
Social

Science 3 100 5 95 39 50
Average number ofthird grade pupils inclassified schools——— 16
Average number ofthird grade pupils inconsolidated schools— 7
Average number ofthird grade pupils Inrural schools————————- 2

The classified schools stressed work iIn art more than the
smaller schools. The failure on the part of one of the classi-
fied schools to offer social science In the third grade was due
to the fact that the high teacher-pupil ratio in this school ne-
cessitated the elimination of the subjects offered iIn one or two

grades.
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Minutes per Week Devoted to Fourth Grade Claeses
in Three Types of Schools In LrMoure County

Humber of 3ohools and Minutes per Week Spent by
Sach School in the Following Classificationss

Subject Classified Consolidated Rural
(Four Schools) (Seven Schools) (Sixty-Two Schools)
Schools Minutes Schools Minutes Schools Minutes

Reading all 310 all £05 all 115
Arithmetic all 175 all 80 all 45
Social

science all 170 all 140 all 90
Penmanship 3 65 3 40 6 20
Art 3 60 4 40 7 25
Physiology all 60 all 50 50 30
Music 3 100 3 50 2 25
Average number of fourth grade pupils in classified schools— --16
Average number of fourth grade pupils in consolidated schools- 5
Average number of fourth"grade pupils in rural schools-——-——-- 2

Physiology iIs required by the

twelve rural schools do not teach it.

state course of study but

The lack of penmanship

classes i1s noted here. Only two of the rural schools offered

music as a regular class.
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Table 10

Minutes per Week Devoted to Fifth Grade Glasses
in Three Types of Schools in LaMoure County

"lumber 'of Softools axd® rfinutesrper®VeeE:.Spent by
Each School in the Following Classifications:

Subject Classified Consolidated Rural
(Four Schools) (Seven Schools) (Sixty-two Schools)
Schools Minutes Schools Minutes Schools Minutes

Reading all 310 all 100 all 55
Language all 105 all 80 42 45
Social

Science all 205 all 145 all 75
Arithmetic all 125 all 105 all 55
Penmanship all 35 2 35 31 20
Art 3 55 6 45 7 20
Health all 125 all 105 all 60
Music 3 95 4 50 3 20
Spelling all 65 all 50 all 35
Average number of fifth grade oupils in classified schools—— 23
Average number of fifth grade puolls in consolidated schools— 7
Average number of fifth grade oupils in rural schools-—— — 2

A greater variety of subject matter was offered in the fifth grade
than in the lower grades. The rural schools offered oenmanshlo

in the upper grades more frequently than in the lower ones. |In
the fifth grade exactly one-half of the rural schools offered

this course.
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Table 11

Minutes per Week Devoted to Sixth Grade Glasses
In Three Types of Schools in LaMoure County

dumber ot Schools and Minutes oer Week Soent by
Each School in the Following Classifications;
Subject Classified Consolidated Rural
(Four Schools) (Seven Schools) (Fifty-Three Schools)
Schools Minutes Schools Minutes Schools Minutes

Reading all 155 all 120 53 65
Language all 145 all 95 all 40
Social

science all 275 all 190 all 95
Arithmetic all 140 all 105 all 60
Penmanship 3 75 4 55 6 25
Art 3 60 6 45 2 15
Health all 150 7 120 all 65
Music 3 95 4 45 3 15
Spelling all 100 all 55 all 25
Average number of sixth grade pupils in classified schools————— 18
Average number of sixth grade pupils iIn consolidated schools——- 7
Average number of sixth grade pupils iIn rural schools— —-————-—- 2

The failure onthe part of one of the classified schools tooffer
penmanship, art, and music was probably due to the excessive
teaching load in that school. This is an example of what can
happen even iIn a large system If care i1s not taken to provide an

adequate number of teachers for the number of puoils enrolled.
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Table 12

Minutes per Week Devoted to Seventh Grade Classes
in Three Types of Schools In L&ffioure County

dumber of "Schoora "ahd Minutes per Week Spent by
Each School in the Following Classifications:
Subject Classified Consolidated Rural
(Four Schools) (Seven Schools) (Fifty-Four Schools)
Schools Minutes Schools Minutes Schools Minutes

Reading all 155 all 120 53 65
Language all 145 all 95 all 40
Social

science all 230 all 185 all 105
Mathematics all 175 all 140 all 80
Science all 225 all 160 all 65
Art 2 60 4 45 ) 20
Penmanship 2 50 2 25 none none
Music 2 80 1 55 none none

Average number of seventh grade pupils inclassified schools— 18
Average number of seventh grade moils 1i1n consolidated school- 6
Average number of seventh grade pupils iIn rural schools - 2
Two ofthe classified school systems had junior high
schools iIn which four basic subjects, English, social science,
mathematics and science were taught. Most of the smaller
schools used the older conventional subjects, such as grammar,
arithmetic, nature study, and writing. Fifteen or twenty minute
classes 1In these subjects were conducted iIn the consolidated

schools. In the rural schools some of the classes were only five

minutes iIn length.
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Table 13

Minutes per Week devoted to Eighth Oracle Classes
In Three Types of Schools in L?*Moure County

Number of Schools and Minutes per Week Spent by
Each School i1n the Following Classifications!
Subject Classified Consolidated” Rural
(Pour Schools) (Seven Schools) (Fifty-Five Schools)
Schools Minutes Schools Minutes Schools Minutes

Reading or all 155 all 120 63 65
English
Social
science all 230 all 185 all 105
Mathematics all 175 all 140 all 80
Science all 225 all 160 all 85
Art 2 60 4 45 5 20
Penmanship 2 50 2 25 none none
Music 2 80 1 30 none none
Average number of eighth grade pupils in classified schools— 15
Average number of eighth grade pupils iIn consolidated schools— 6
Average number of eighth grade pupils in rural schools-——————- 2

In the two classified school systems using the Junior high
school organisation, the pupils iIn the seventh and eighth grades
participated in the high school glee club and band. However, no
other music courses were taught iIn these grades. Inequalities
between village and country were brought out by the fact that none
of the rural pupils In the seventh and eighth grades were given
penmanship or music as referred to before. This shows that the

rural schools especially neglect the upper grade pupils.
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Table 14

Comparative Subject Offering In LaMoure County High Schools
Second Semester, 1939

Classified donsol idated
Schools Schools
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Problems of democracy X X X X
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General science
Physics X
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Health problems X
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the failure to change to larger attendance areas appears to he
the height of folly.

From the eight preceding tables It way he generally con-
cluded that the opportunities offered In the classified schools in
La oure County are far superior to those offered In the consoli-
dated end rural schools. The number of preparations required of
rural school teachers In the county ranges from sixteen to forty-
four, the median being thirty-four, for elementary school
teachers In the consolidated schools the median naber of prepar-
ations waa twenty-one, while In the classified school It was only
eleven. One oould hardly expect a teacher making as many as
forty-four preparations In one average day and spending only a-
bout seven minutes for each cites to do Justice to the subject
matter ehe teaches. Ons county superintendent stated that all
hie rural teachers had time to do was to ‘“Oram* state examination
facts i1nto the pupils* heads nnd then prey that they might get
through so that the teachers oould get their positions back again.
Although this statement may be somewhat exaggerated, it becomes
evident from t¥, ebovs figures that the average rural school
teacher hen little time to be thorough In teaching. The limita-
tions nlooed on the average teacher because of the necessity of
getting her pupils through the state examinations provides little
opportunity for studying her puoils and adapting her Instruction
to the different needs found.

The final elimination of the rural school appears to be

the only solution to the above problem.



Extra-Curricular Activities
The extra-curricular activities participated in by county
schools and the number of students iIn each school taking part
were tabulated for greater convenience of the reader i1n making
comparisons.
Table 15

Number of Pupils Who Participated in the Extra-Curricular Activi-
ties iIn the Schools of LeMoure County, 1939

Classified Consolidated

Schgols Schoolgl oz B
m = p 5 o
i s F B3 LS EE
Activity = g S 5 % = 20 9o o

< @ S

o
Football 28 44 no no NO NO NO NO hO NO nO
Boys® Basketball 30 40 25 25 25 15 13 10 12 15 11
Girls* Basketball 60 36 35 35 30 no 27 15 13 10 12
Boys®™ Track 12 10 10 10 8 6 310 7 8 7
Girls®™ Traok no 5 no no NnO N0 NO NO N0 NO NO
Girls®™ 1ilttenball 20 50 74 15 25 26 15 15 13 10 12
Boys®™ Kittenball 32 48 72 15 25 24 13 10 12 10 11
Di’amatics 60 35 15 30 25 17 40 20 8 23 no
Debate 20 no no no NO N0 NO no 8 no no
Declamation 30 15 15 10 no no no 17 no no no
Band 30 30 30 35 20 no no 14 no no no
Glee Clubs 60 82 55 20 17 22 23 23 11 23 no

In the four classified schools girls* basketball was not
an inter-school competitive activity.

About one fifth of the high school boys of the county
were given an opportunity to play football. The advant of the
ever popular six-man game has so far been of no effect in LaMoure
County. The expense involved In football equipment is still too
great for moat of the schools to stand.

Boys* basketball was the most popular athletic activity In

\
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the county. The, .number of participants In this activity In Table
16 Included grade boys who played on Junior basketball teems.

The percentage of boys In consolidated schools participating was
greater than that of the boye In the classified aehoole. Thle
was due largely to the fact that there was no other activity for
the boys In the smaller schools. In many eases, =3 has been men-
tioned beforee¢ lads who should not participate con*>t! t.lvely be-
cause of poor health, rare doing so because their absence would
have seriously orlrtnled the team. In two cases the school could
not have had a team without those boys. This evil could be elim-
inated In a larger school In which the variety of activities was
extensive enough to allow each child to participated in that ac-
tivity which suited him the best.

Although all the el<&<Ifie* schools offered girls* bas-
ketball (Table 15), Inter-school competition for them has been e-
IIminated. The elaborate organisation for girls®™ basketball in
the consolidated sohool league of Horth Dakota, on the other hand,
has encouraged the exaot reverse of this situation in the consol-
idated schools.

In LaMoure Oo\intv & good track at one of the smaller towns
makes It possible to have a county track meet in which all the
consolidated schools and the smallest classified schools may par-
ticipate. The other classified schools compete with other schools
of their approximate slse iIn invitational meets.

Only one school provides track activities for girls.

These are not competitive activities but aw used as corrective



Measures In the physical education program. Sueh a plait Is
approved by well-trained physical education directors.

The same eight schools that participated in the county
track meet competed iIn county boys* and girls” kittenball tour-
naments. This i1s another example of over-emphasis upon an ath-
letic activity. The kittenball tourney is usually held within a
week or two of the track meet end the same boys who are iIn one
art- as a rule in the other. Because of the limited number of good
spring lays in North Dakota It becomes impossible for da coach to
give the participants sufficient, training. Kittenb%!I activity
in the three largest schools is confined to intramural competition.

All but one of the county high schools presented class
plays and other dramatic productions.

Only two of the high schools did anv wnrv *n debate. This
wae perhaps due to the laok of time and properly qualified in-
structors, Larger high schools, employing teachers specially
trained iIn debate work, would make this very important activity
available for the students. [In many cases there have been stu-
dents who have unusual abilities in this line but who are not able
to develop these abilities because debate work was not, offered.

Declamation work was offered in all of the classified
schools, but in only one of the consolidated schools. The led
of time jnd properly trained teachers is likely the reason for
the failure of consolidated sohools to participate in declamation
work. The competition is usually between students within osoh
school .

All the classified and two of the consolidated schools
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had hands. All these were under the direction of well-qualified
instructors. Although such organisations had been started In many
of the smaller schools, they failed to function possibly because
of poor iInstruction and laok of time. This Is an activity that
should be made available to all high school students, Many stu-
dents with considerable talent have not been given the opportunity
to develop their ability.

Glee clubs proved to be the most popular musical activity
in the county schools, this is likely due to the fact that ouch
organisations are comparatively inexpensive. Only five of the
schools, however, had directors with advanced training in this
type of work.

Summary

Such subjects as health, mini*, art, rod penmanship war -
neglected In the elementary departments of the rural and consol-
1dated schools.

The time devoted to actual class work in each subject iIn
the elementary departments of the classified schools w.s on the
average from two to six times as great as in the consolidated and
rural schools.

Reading, writing, and arithmetic were still the most pop-
ular subjects taught in the primary departments.

The smaller schools tended to offer courses iIn art iIn the
lower grades more than the larger schools. This situation be-
came reversed, however, iIn the upper grades.

Only two of the eleven county high schools offered the ex-
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ploratory courses typical of a Junior high school system* The
subjects taught In the seventh and eighth grades of the smaller
schools were distinctly of the older conventional type.

The two largest high schools of the county offered twenty-
six different courses. The smallest high school offered only six.

The pupil® of the large schools were given much more
opportunity to study a variety of subjects than those of the small
schools.

The classified schools had e much greater variety of ex*
tr- —curricular activities. It was found that the Instructors in
the classified schools were much better trained to direct these

activities than those In the other schools.
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Comparative Date Concerning Heads of Schools

Subjects
Taught

2 1In high
school
5 i1n high
school
5 1n high
school
5 1n high
school

4 In high
school

6 1n high
school

4 1n high
school

2 1In grades
4 in high
school

4 in high
school

6 1n high
school

5 in high
School

Average salary for heads of classified schools
Average salary for heads of consolidated schools

Table 16

Other Community
Duties Activities
Classified Schools
Administrative city club
administrative city club
lodge
administrative city club
lodge
administrative lodge
glee club choir leader
assistant coach PTA worker

NYA director

Consolidated Schools

administrative

assistant coach

administrative
coaoh
aromatics
school paper
administrative
dramatics
declamation
administrative
dramatics
administrative
coach

admlni strative
coach
dramatics
admlni strative
coach

city club
church
volley ball
PTA

tfYA director
church

PTA
church

church
lodge
PTA
ohuroh
PTA

none

College
Training

degree
BA degree
BS degree
2 summers

BA degree
2 summers

BA degree
1 summer

BA degree

BA degree

BA degree
2 sualalrs

BA <ieg**ee
BA degree

BA degree

In Labours County

Sxper--Annual
lence Salary

25  $2200
34 2400

9 1510

9 1500

13 1500

6 990

3 1035

7 1215

9 1080

4 1125

12 1012
—————— $1910
------ 1137

In only one of the Labour® County olty schools is the su-

perintendent *s teaching load light enough to offer- him sufficient

tine for administrative duties.

The detailed office records whioh

seem necessary In this school require more time than iIs now

allowed for them in most of the schools.

However,

in the three
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larger schools of the oounty the superintendent has no other tasks
than the administrative functions of the school, while In the small*
est classified school and in all the consolidated sohools the su-
perintendent iIs required to perform numerous other duties that are
assigned to teachers in larger sohools. The load of the second
consolidated school administrator is undoubtedly the heaviest (Ta-
ble 16). This person oould not have any time for observation of
classes and the only time he oould do his office work would be be-
for ?nd after school hours.

Most of the oounty school heads keep participation in com-
munity activities within reasonable bounds. One or two oases will
show the extent of the demand for suoh things iIn some communities.
It seems that in some cases the sohool head oould take a less ac-
tive part In community activities and use his time to improve the
services which he renders the school. 4

Only one of the oounty sohool administrators has a Master’s
degree, although seven of the others are working toward it. The
advantages of the Saturday class organization offered by the Uni-
versity of North Dakota re clearly evident in LaMoure County. Five
of the seven would never be able to do graduate work If it were not
for this accommodation.

Table 17 will show the comparative data on activities,
training, experience, and salary of the LaMoure County athletic

coaches.
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Table 17

Comparative Data on School Coaches iIn LaMoure County

Subjects 6tKier Community College Extier- Annual
Taught Duties Aotivitles Training ience Salary
Classiftied Sohools
4 i1n high coach, physi- basketball BA degree 2 $ 900

sohool cal education dramatics
4 1n high coach, physi- oity club 4r| years 2 900
sohool cal eduoation men®s chorus BA degree
basketball

4 1n high ooaoh, physi- basketball BA degree 4 1080
sohool oal eduoation, oity club

principal
5 i1n high coach, physi- none BA degree 7 900
sohool cal education

Consolidated Sohools

5 1n high ooaoh, physi- churoh BA degree 2 810
school oal eduoation city club
4 1n high coaoh none BA degree 3 990
sohool
2 1In grades
14 in grades ooach, physi- volley ball 3& years 3 675

cal education
Average salary for coaches of classified sohools-— -— — — $ 945
Average salary for coaches of consolidated schools-———— -— 825

Only three consolidated school coaohes are Indicated here
as four of the consolidated school coaches are school heads. There
appears to be very little difference between the classified and
consolidated school coaohes with respeot to their loads. There is
a strong tendency in LaMoure County to demand young ooaohes. They
are usually either dismissed or promoted to larger places after a
period of two or three years.

Table 18 Includes data on high sohool music teachers of
LaMoure County. This will include only those muslo Instructors
who have charge of specific musical organisations suoh as band,

orchestra, glee club, mixed chorus, or drum corps.
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Comparative Data on High School Music Teaohera of LaMoure County-

Subjects Other Community College Exper- Annual
Taught Duties Activities Training lence Salary
Classified Schools
6 1n high school glee club church BA degree 8 $ 900
mixed chorus
declamation
4 in high sohoolglee club community 3& years 3 900
2 1In grades band
5 1n high school band community BA degree 1 900
All music In glee club band BA degree 14 1215
school drum corps male ohorua music spe-
oial
8 In grades glee dubs none 2 years 5 630
10 in grades band community BA degree 2 855
band, bas-
ketball
14 in grades band community 2i years 1 765
band, ohoir,
basketball
14 i1n grades glee club PTA, Choir years 7 650
grade music
dramatics
Consolidated Schools
6 1n high school glee club choir BA degree 5 855
6 in high school band none 2 years 2 720
17 1n grades glee clubs PTA, church 2 years 5 720
17 in grades band PTA 2 years 2 702
18 i1n grades glee club choir 2 years 7 630
20 1n grades PTA, choir, PTA 2 years 18 675
glee club
20 1n grades glee clubs PTA, choir 11 years 2 030
grade music
Average salary for music teaohers of classified schools-—— $ 852
Average salary for music teaohera of consolidated schools—— 705

Three of the seven classified school

music teachers and

five of the seven consolidated school music teaohers were grade

teachers with less than four years of college training.

of the county music instructors had a speoial certificate.

Only one

Very little work In music was done iIn five of the seven

consolidated schools.

necessary to eliminate”™this activity iIn some of the schools.

"Possibly the limited time available made it



53
There was a tendency for most of the music Instructors to
participate In some music activity in the community. In some
eases, however, no such activity existed.
19
Comparative Data on High School teachers iIn LaMoure County

Subjects "'""h" = Other Community College Exper-Annual
Taught Duties Activities Training lenoe Salary

Classified Schools
5 in high school physical edu- Adult home- BS degree 1 <« 950
cation, club making class

adviser
5 In high sohool principal choir, Sun- BA degree 4 990
dramatics day sohool
4 i1n high school [librarian social club BS degree 6 900
newspaper churoh
4 in high school principal social club BA degree 1 855
4 1n high school dean social club BS degree 2 1000
6 1n high sohool principal social club BA degree 10 1125
dramatics
3 in high school Smith Hughes agriculture BS degree 2 1800
work
5 In high school dramatics none BA degree 3 855
7-8 music
6 In high school librarian none BA degree 2 810
O in high school accompanist none BA degree 1 785
5 In high school O-AA adviser PTA BA degree 13 810
newspaper
Consolidated Schools
6 In high sohool girls* coach PTA BS degree 5 720
grade art churoh 1 summer
dramatics
newspaper
6 in high sohool girls®™ coach PTA BS degree 3 810
newspaper
dramatics
6 in high school none none BA degree 3 675

3 in grades
Average salary for high school teachers of classified schools-#900
{Salary of Smith-Hughes man not Included)
Average salary for high school teachers of consolidated
schools— - ——————————- - - = = = 735
There were only three consolidated school high school

teachers who did not direct activities in music and athletics.
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All three of these were required to teach six olasses a day In
high school work and one taught three grade classes iIn addition.
The average number of classes taught by classified high school
teachers was about five.

Three of the classified school teachers iIn this survey
were junior or senior high school principals. The other two high
school principals in the classified schools were coaches. In the
consolidated schools, the school head took care of this work.

There was only one Smith-Hughes instructor iIn the county.
The other schools seemed to regard this department as either too
expensive Or unnecessary.

Data on grade teachers of LaMoure County show similar com-
parisons so a lengthy table would not be necessary. Some conclu-
sions on grade teacher comparisons may prove Interesting, however.

The average salary for classified school grade teachers
was $758, for consolidated school grade teachers, $662, and for
rural and village graded teachers, 8652.

The rural and town graded teachers had two and three times
as many preparations to make as the consolidated or classified
school teaohers. The latter, however, had two and three times as
many pupils.

None of the grade teaohers had college degrees. All but
one of the village school grade teaohers had at least two years
of college training. Twenty-four of the rural teaohers had less
than two years of college.

There seemed to be little difference iIn the demands of the
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community on classified, consolidated, and rural teachers. The
absence of activities i1In most of the rural communities was perhaps
the reason for the failure on the part of many rural teachers to
participate.

The matter of years of experience seemed to make very
little difference i1n salaries of grad® teachers. A rural teacher,
starting out with a salary of #60 might look forward to a raise
of only seven per cent iIn ten years of rural teaching. The men
grade teachers iIn the classified and consolidated schools re-
ceived about #45 a year more than the lady teachers. In the rural
schools the lady teachers received on an average about #2 more a
month than the men.

Miscellaneous Data

One hundred and thirty-six of LaMoure County school
teachers graduated from North Dakota high sohools, nine from Minn-
esota, fTour from South Dakota, three from Wisconsin, and two from
Washington. Eleven of the seventy-three classified and consoli-
dated school teachers graduated from LaMoure County high sohools
whille Ffifty of the elghty-one rural and village-graded teachers
finished their secondary school training within the county.
Twenty-six of the remaining thirty-one rural teaohers finished
high school In nearby counties. Most of these teachers seek po-
sitions away from home, but many of them accepted the “home
School* position as a last resort.

Only nine of the eighty-one rural teachers subscribed to
any other magazine but the North Dakota Teacher. Seventeen rural

school teachers did not take any magazine. Two of the forty-one
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classified and six of the thirty-two consolidated school teachers
did not subscribe to any professional periodicals. The great ma-
jority of the teachers of the county stated that they had little
or no time for professional reading. Only five iIndicated that
they did extensive reading and all of these were school adminis-
trators or high school teachers.
General Conclusions

From the facts presented it Is evident that the students
in the classified schools were given much greater opportunities
than those in the consolidated and rural schools from the stand-
point of instruction. Not only were the village school teachers
better prepared, but they showed a superior professional attitude
as evidenced by their professional reading. The tendency to allow
the teaohers in the village schools to teach only within their own
fields of training gave an advantage to the pupils of the larger
schools, i1f training for the work has the effect of Improving
teaching. A reorganisation plan, providing for the elimination of
the smaller schools, would eliminate many of the serious obstacles
that hinder the progress of over sixty-five per cent of the stu-
dents of LaMoure County, Such a detailed plan i1s suggested in the

following chapter.
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CHAPTER 6
A PLAN FOR REORGANIZATION

One of the chief objections to a very large high school
system is that there is insufficient individualized i1nstruction.
The main objection to a very small high school system is that not
enough subjects can be offered. It would seem, then, that a high
school department (grades 9, 10, 11, and 12) with an enrollment
of between 100 and 200 would be almost ideal. Similarly a school
with a grade enrollment of between 200 and 300 would perhaps be
the most satisfactory iIn this county. Sjioh a school system would
be large enough to provide a sufficiently extensive variety of
subject matter and small enough to make possible the advantages
of a small school system.

The reorganized program suggested in this thesis inoludes
five classified schools, eight village graded schools, and twelve
rural schools. With continued building of better roads the plan
iIs to eliminate gradually the graded and rural schools and have
finally six or seven classified schools, each with enrollments
designated above as i1deal for this county. The 6-3-3 plan of or-
ganization is suggested for the classified schools.

Detailed maps of each of the present districts of the
county as well as maps showing the plan of reorganization will be
found on the following pages. In the lower right hand corner of
eaoh page will be found a county map showing the location of the
present district. Following the district maps there are two
county maps showing the reorganization plan. The 1938-1939 en-

rollment , 1938 census, all weather roads, railroads, and total

1938-1939 cost of eohoolB are given after each district map”
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Figure 3.— Horden School District and Kulm Special
School District

1"Kulra Special School District

*Present looation of rural sohools. Cirole around 1t indicates

that school is retained In reorganization plan.
«*All*weather roads
me"Rai lroads
*

Horden School District

SracCe enroll*ment—

1938 School Census— 72

Total cost of schools for year 1938-1939- #3142.25

Kults Speolal School. District

Srade eriroiKment— 12h

High school enrollment— 148

1938 School Census— 242

Total cost of schools for year 1938-1939- |12»437.60

m -
Location Map



* Rural Rohools, All three of those would be eliminated iIn the
reorganization plan*

All-weather roads
~mRai lroad*
GdaselSt hidRgally to U E
School census, 1958- 68
Total cost of schools for year 1938-1959— 12180.36

The students fro® this district would attend school at

fwulm. Rdgeley, or a rural school about two miles north of the

school iIn the northeast corner of the district.

1
Location Map

69
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x Rural Schools. These would he eliminated iIn the reorganization
plan.

mm All-weather roads
//"Railroads
Potts School District
$racTe enrollment- 2d

1938 School Census— 42
Total cost of sohools for year 1938-1939- 11881.95

The students from these two schools would be transported to

Edgeley under the new plan.
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Figure 6 .— Golden Glen School District

® Classified School At Edgeley, Square around It Indicated
that school Is retained in reorganization plan.

N All-weather roads

<H+eR&I 1 roads

High School enrollment- 138

1938 School census— 269

Total oost of schools for year 1938-1939- 116,482.88

The Sdgeley school has the largest enrollment in the county.

A new building, burlt in 1938, Includes a splendid gymnasium, a
library, and several classrooms. This school would be able to
accommodate between 100 and 150 more students. This means that
the reorganization plan would not require additional buildings.
The fine facilities iIn the Sdgeley school, together with i1ts cen-
tralised location iIn the county, make it a fine center for county

tournaments.

7, L
Location Map
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D ic K*¥Y C ou-n-ty
Figure 7.— Wlllowbank School metric*

v Hural Schools. These three schools would he eliminated in the
reorganisation plan.

-eAll-weather roads
++*H-Railroada
fchool gif-n, fit

Grade enrollment— 35

1930 School Census— 68

Total cost of schools*for year 1938-1939- §2829.94

The pupils of this district would attend the school at

S&geley or a rural school about two miles east of the southeast

school of the present district.

N

Location Map
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P ic Key Cou-nty
Figure 8.— Badger School District

? Rural Schools, The school encircled would he retained In the
reorganisation plan,

—*All-weather roads
Railroads (None in this district)
Badger School District

SraYe'enrol iment— 4d

1938 School census— 72
Total cost of schools for year 1938-1939-— -2915.33

The students from this district would attend the rural school
encircled, a town graded sohool about three miles northwest of
the northernmost school of the present district, and another rural

school about three miles east of the easternmost school.

H 5o

Location Man
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A Rural Sohools. Circle around school indicates that It will be
retained In reorganization plan.

-~All-weather roads
Rai lroads
Dean School District
(Trade enrollment— 18
1938 School Census— 42
Total cost of schools for year 1938-1939-— $1850.12

The pupils iIn this district would attend the LaMoure school

or the rural sohool retained.
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“PICK ey coifwry
Figure 10.- *LaMoure School District

NClassified Sohool at LaMoure. Square around i1t Indicates that
school Is retained In new plan.

XRural Sohool. This would he eliminated.

mm Al l-weather roads
fw+Ral lroads

I.f” ,;ure School District

Grade enrollment Tn classified sohool- -158

Grade enrollment In rural school- 5

High School enrollment In classified school- >148
Total cost of schools for year 1938-1959- #82,331.81
1938 Sohool Census— 337

The condition of the present LaMoure school building i1s such
that a new one will have to be built In the very near future.

Such a plan is being considered at present.

Location Map



Figure 11.— Ovid School District

* Rural Schools, The one encircled would he retained In the
reorganization plan.

mwv Al l-weather roads

No railroads

Ovid School District

3ra#e™nroliMenl--]8§

1938 School Census— 41

Total cost of schools for year 1938-1939— #2791.09

Students of this district would attend the rural school re-

tained or a classified school shout four miles north of the

north school.
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- Consolidated School at Verona. Square around i1t indicates that

sohool would become a classified school iIn the new plan.
-»Al'l-weather roads
«t"flail roads

Verona School District

Grade enrol Iraent— d-

High School enrollment— 65

1938 School Census— 156

Total cost of school for year 1938-1939- 08332.23

Verona is 1n dire need of a building program. The school

is very old and iIn poor condition. A gymnasium was built in 1937,
but more would have to be added to provide for the iIncreased en-
rollment of the reorganisation plan. The closing of two small
consolidated schools i1In Ransom County, east of Verona, would serve

to increase the total enrollment of the Verona sohool to about 300.

Location Map
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Figure 13.— Greenville School Dietriot

X Rural Schools. These schools would be eliminated in the reor-
ganization plan.

— ?All-weather roads

No railroads

Greenville School District

tfrade enrollment— 17

3o0hool Census for 1938- 34

Total cost of schools for year 1938-1939- 11461.53

The students of this district would attend the rural school

north of the northwest sohool or Verona. Students from other
closed schools nearby would tend to increase the enrollment iIn

this rural sohool to about twenty-five.

t:

Location Map
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Figure 14._.--Pearl Lake School Dietriot

jcliural Schools. These schools would be eliminated In the re-
organization plan.

— mAll-weather roads

No railroads

Pearl Lake School District
5rnde enrolTtnenf—rh ----------
1938 School Census— 77

Total cost of schools for year 1938-1939- #2341.50

Most of the puolls of this district would attend the LaMOure
school .

Location Map
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Figure 15.— Oran3 Rapids School District

eConsolidated School. The circle around it indicates that
school will become a town or village graded school.

ma All-weather roads
H#+Rallroads
3-rand Rapids School District
5r_ae enrollment— 53 "
High School enrollment— 29
1938 School Census— 76
Total cost of Bchool for year 1938-1939- $6862.11
Most of the students of four surrounding rural schools would

attend the Grand Rapids school under the reorganization plan.

-ocat lon Map
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Flgtire 16.— Henrietta School District

e Consolidated School at Berlin, Circle around i1t iIndicates that

it would become a town or village graded school In the new
plan.

—*All-weather roads
+\-Rsil roads
Henrietta School District
Tra<leen?oTTraent— 5# 1
High School enrollment— 35
1938 School Census— 134
Total cost of schools for year 1938-1939- $8280.22
Students from two nearby rural schools would likely attend

the Berlin school.

w/

Location Map



*Rural Schools. The one encircled would be retained in the
reorganization plan.

—*All-weather roads
erw+Railroads
Ws_.no School District
$ra ;e enrollment— $7
1938 School Census— 68
Total cost of schools in year 1938-1959— $2616.42
The rural school encircled would take cere of most of the

students of this district. Some would attend the Edgeley school.

Location Map
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Figure 18.--Nora School District

X ur?l Schools. All these schools would be eliminated in the re-
organization plan.

—w All-weather roads
Railroads
Nora School District

O+ de enrollment--5F

1938 School Census— 79
Total cost of schools for year 1938-1939— $3244.33

Pupils of this district would have a chance to attend a town
graded school two miles north of the northeast school or the

Edgeley classified school.

™06

Location Map
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/Jmoiu ~Nlew
Figure 19.— Ray School District

% Rural Schools. The one encircled would he retained iIn the re-
organization plan.

All-weather roads
+H+w?al lroade

Ray School District

Grade earollment--£3

1938 School Census— 116

Total cost of schools for year 1938—1939r $3469.52

Students from this district would attend the rural school

eneircled, one two miles west of the school In the northwest cor-

ner of the dletriot, or the village graded school at Jud

L5J
LocatJLon Map
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Mofdeu
Figure 20.--Swede School District

* Rural Schools. The ones encircled would be retained iIn the
reorganisation plan.

"All-weather roads
bH-rMo rai lroads
Swede School District
G-1"ece enrolIment--53r
1938 School Oenaus— 94
Total cost of schools for year 1938-1939- $2854.12

The students would attend the two schools encircled.

m u

Location Map



Figure SI.— Raney School District

XRural Schools. All these schools would he eliminated In the
reorganization plan.

All-weather roads
+at++Rai lroads
Raney School District
Or;de enrollment— 40"
1938 School Census— 81
Total cost of schools for year 1938-19?0— $£945.23
The pupils from this district would attend a village-graded

school at Jud and a rural school about a »lle south of the south-

east corner of the district.

L
Location Map



flary-
Figure 22.--Bluebircl School District

eConsolidated. School at Jud. - The circle around 1t indicates
that 1t would beocoree a village-graded school.

* Rural Schools. They would be eliminated.
~“All-weather roads

R pPdg

Bluebird School District

&ra&e enrollment— 65

High School enrollment— 40

1938 School Census— 126

Total cost of schools for year 1938-1939-— $7710.53

The grade pupil# of this district would attend the towmn or

village graded school at Jud. This school would coree to have a
grade enrollment of between 100 and
125. The high school people would

Location Map
attend the Edgeley sohool.
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figure 23.— Clenmore”efiool District

©Town-grade school. Circle around 1t indicates that 1t would
be retained as a village-graded school under the new plan.

< Al l-weather roads
=+ -Rall roads
Clenmore School Dierict
14

1908 Sohool Census— 53
Total cost of sohools for year 1938-1939- #3355.17

The pupils of this district would continue to attend the
village-graded school. With the pupils from other rural districts
this school would come to have an enrollment of about seventy-five

to one hundred.
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Figure 24_— Russell School District

X Rural Schools. These schools rould he eliminated iIn the new
plan.

mr All-weather roads
+H¢ iailroa da
™ n?el7 School ptstrict
*Ide enrolTment 2S*"
1928 School Census— 45
Total coat of schools for year 1958-1929— $2700.98
The students of this district would attend the rural school

encircled or the village graded school in Gletimore district.

*70
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rlguro 25.— Roaooo School District

e Qoneoildated i1™boal at Dicke This school would "‘become a
village-graded school un er the reorganization plan.

X Rural School. This would be eliminated under the new plan.

me Al l-weather roads

+r Rpi17oodn
Roscoe School District
6-rade"'enrol laenT-"-S"

High School enrollment-92

1938 _School Census—_150
Total cost of schools for year 1938-1939- #0763.29

The enrollment at Dickey would come to be about 150. This
would be the largest village-graded school of the county, but there

are anple facilities there.
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ASur* 26.— Grandview School District
X Rural Schools. The northeast school would be retained.
All-weather roads
Railroads
Grandview School hjgtrlot
Givd e enrollraenti— ?5
1938 School. Census— 43
Total coat of schools for year 1938-1939- §9280.53
The pupils of this distrlot would attend the rural school en-

circled or the village-graded school at Grand Rapids.

L1
Location ‘I\/?létp
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x Rural Softools. The encircle! school would be retained,

nmm Al l-weather roads
Railroads
Gladstone School District
i1k pghobX enrollrout—~61
193 School Census— 101
Total cost of schools for year 1938-1939- $2864.43
The pupils of this district would attend the encircled school,
the village graded school at Grand Rapids, or other rural schools

about a $lle west of the northwest school and two miles east of

the southeast school.

Location Map
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Gee-mi"ii*
Figure L8,— black Loam School District
* Rural Schools. The school encircled would be retained.
— mAll-weather roads

Railroads

Black Loam School Dlstrict
brr.dc; cnroiSra'eni--zo ' f
School Census for 1978— 91
Total cost of schools for year 1958*1939— #9776.38
Moat of the puolls of this district would attend the en-
circled school. Soma would attend the rural school about two

miles northwest of the northwest school.

94500



V

gare-s Cou-+ty-

QAT =+ < TTY

Blick Lon*

Figure 99,— Lltchvllle School Platriot

*Rural Schools. These would be eliminate under the new plan.

mm Al l-weather ro&us
Railroads

LItchville Sohool

District

Grade enrollriant— 56 "
1938 School flensue— 110
Total cost of schools for year 1938-1939-**$2769.58

The pupils of this district would attend the classified

school at Lltchvllle

in Barnes County or the rural school about

two miles west of the southwest school.

Location Map

84
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Li ehvitilie

Figure 30.— Prairie School Hiatriot
X Rural Soriools. The one ensiroled would be retained.
«o* Al l-weather reada
Rail roads «
Prairie School Dlstrlot
drsde enrollment--"*1
1938 School Census— 98
Total cost of schools for year 1938-1939- $3872.32
The pupils of this distriot would attend the rural school

enoircled or the classified school at Marion.

Location Map
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Figure 31,— Sheridan School District

/8/Classified School .it Marlon, This would he retain::! under the
new plan.

mm All-weather roads
= Railroads

Sheridan Sohool District

Grade enrollment— 85

High School enrollment— 54

Total cost of schools for year 1938-1939-— #10,895.12

1938 School Census— 161

This community has a large building with ample facilities

to accommodate between 300 and 350 students. The reorganisation

plan would provide about this number.

Location Map



Figure 32.— Saratoga 3ohool District
VRural Schools, Thee.-" would be eli-ninat ir tre new plan,
w All-weather ro-aio

Rai lroads

Saratoga School District

ffraSe enrollnent- 34

1938 School Census— 66

Total cost of schools for year 1938-1939- 82935.54

The pupils of this district would attend the classified

school at Marion or the village-graded school at Adrian.

87
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= Consolidated Sohool at Adrian* This would become a village-
graded school under the nolan,

~  All-weather roads

Railroads

Banner School District

3rade™enrol Iment— 13

High School enrollment— 36

1938 Sohool Census— 66

Total cost of schools for year 1938-1939- 15031.15

The grade enrollment in this school would come to he about

sixty-five. This would he the smallest village-graded school in

the county.

Location Map
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Figure 34.— Kennison School District
a Rural Schools. These would he eliminated under the new plan.

e Consolidated School at Hortonville. This would become a town
or village-graded school.

mm All-weather roads
»cRal lroads
Kennison School District
ffracte enrollment— »
High School enrollment— 23
1938 School Census— 81
Total cost of schools for year 1938-1939— $6597.61
The grade pupils of this district would attend the school at

Nortonville or a rural school about two miles west of the north-

w

west school.

“Location Map



x Rural i-0™ools. i"he one encircled "ould be retained.
mm Al l-weether roads

Rail roads

MIkkelson School District
Grade enrollment—

1938 School Census— 63
Totsl cost of sohools for year 1938-1939— 12435.95

The pupils of this distrlot would attend the rural sohools

nesrby or the town-graded school at Jud.

90
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Figure 36.— Glen School District

X Rural So.a0"18. 1"aeae would “cs eliminated under the new plan.

p Village-Graded doaool. The circle around It indicates that it
would be retained under the new plan.

All-weather roads
tH* Railroads

Glen School District

Grade enrollment--TO

1938 School Census-— 112

Total cost of schools for year 1938-1939- #3934.96

The pupils of this district would attend the village-graded

school encircled or the village-graded sohool at Jud. High school
pupils from this oomer would possibly

attend the high sohool at Gaokle.

U

Location—ap
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A classiftied school at Lltchville, three miles north and
six miles east of Marion, would draw many of the students from dis-
trict five. The total enrollment at Marlon would come to be be-
tween 275 and 325.

A reorganization movement would doubtless include two con-
solidated schools in Ransom County, both of which are about ten
miles from Verona. The total enrollment at Verona would come to
be about 250 or 300. A small building would likely have to be
built to accommodate the added enrollment.

The enrollment iIn the LaMoure schools would likely be in-
creased about 125 pupils. The total enrollment would be between
400 and 450. The already proposed building program in LaMoure
would easily take care of this added enrollment.

The Edgeley enrollment would also be between 400 and 450.
These could be taken care of In the present Edgeley structure.

The Kulm enrollment would be between 300 and 350. A
building program, going on at the present time, would easily take
oare of this Increase.

Added equipment would be necessary in all the classified
schools. Much of this could be purchased for a reasonable price
from the closed high schools.

The reorganization plan would include a slight change in
the administration of the schools. The new plan would place the
county superintendent in charge of all the sohools of the county.
This change would tend toward greater uniformity and increased

eftiolenty.
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The enrollment In the village graded schools would he be-
tween fifty and 180. The gradual elimination of other rural
schools when proper roads were built would tend to Increase the
enrollment In these schools unless, of course, it was found feas-
iable to eliminate them. No buildings would be necessary to take
care of the pupils iIn the village graded schools as the iIncrease
in the elementary school students iIn each case would be about the
same as the decrease iIn high school students.

The enrollment in the rural sohools would be between fif-
teen and thirty iIn each of the twelve sohools. The present lack
of good roads in these violnlties would require the retention of
these schools. Necessary added equipment would be gotten from
olosed rural schools In the county.

A high school at Gackle, about eight miles west of Alfred,
would take care of many of the high sohool students from the north—*
west section of the county.

Brief Financial Survey

As the sohool finances of LaMoure County will be discussed
in detail iIn another report, only a brief mention will be made of
this phase here. The total expense of the LaMoure County schools,
exclusive of added buildings, in the sohool year 1938-1939 was
$179,942.25. The estimated minimum and maximum expense for the
new plan were tabulated (Tfble 20). The maximum expense pre-
supposed the maximum enrollment Indicated and a complete trans-
portation system. From the figures given i1t would seem that the
actual expense would come to be about $150,000.00, about $30,000
less than the 1938-1939 figure.



Table 20
Estimated Expenditures For Reorganization Plan

MEInEmum Max  mum MEInEmum Max imum
School Enrollment Enrollment Expenditures Expenditures

Classified schools

Edgeley 400 450 # 23,000 $ 27,000
LaMoure 400 450 23,000 27,000
Kulm 275 350 16,000 20,000
Marlon 275 325 15,000 19,000
Verona 250 300 14,000 18,000

Village-graded schools

Dickey 100 150 5,500 7,500
Jud 75 125 4,500 6,500
Berlin 75 125 4,500 6,500
Grand Rapids 75 125 4,500 6,500
Nortonville 75 125 4,500 6,500
Adrian 50 100 3,500 5,500
G-lenmore 50 100 3,500 5,500
Alfred 50 100 3,500 5,500

Rural Schools

12 school8 180 360 9,600 14,400
Totals $134.600 $171,400

The difference iIn expenditures in one year would more than
make up for the Increased building costs necessary. The maximum
expenditures include free textbooks for all elementary and high
school pupils.

The advantages of larger schools have been brought out In
the first five chapters. The added fact that the new plan would
cost about $30,000 a year less than the present organization should
encourage the belief that the proposed changes should be made.

With the gradual elimination of rural and village graded schools

the total cost should eventually be reduced to about $110,000.
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; CONCLUSION

There were iIn the school year 1938-1939 ninety sohools in
LaMoure County, four of whioh were classified, seven consolidated,
two village graded, and seventy-seven rural. Of the 2,637 pupils
In school, seventy-two per cent were in the elementary school.

Of the 742 high school pupils, sixty-five per cent were in the
classified sohools and the other thirty-five per cent in the con-
solidated sohools. Of the elementary school students, fifty-four
per cent were iIn the rural schools, twenty-nine per cent In the
classified sohools, and seventeen per cent In the consolidated
sohools.

The classified schools had more and better equipment to
work with than did the consolidated and rural schools. The dif-
ference was particularly noticeable In laboratory and gymnasium
equipment, although the larger sohools had a much greater variety
of library books and had much more miscellaneous equipment than
did the smaller schools. The classified schools tended to stress
such features as standard testing, guidance, and health activi-
ties. Most of the consolidated and rural schools did not partici-
pate In these important phases of school work.

The time devoted to elementary classes i1In the classified
sohools was found to be from two to six times as great as In the
consolidated or rural sohools. In the high school departments the
classified schools offered an average of twenty-one different sub-

jects while the consolidated schools offered an average of ten.
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The smaller schools tended to offer older conventional subjects
while the larger schools offered more up-to-date courses. The
classified, schools provided a much more extensive extra-curricular
program than did the consolidated or rural schools.

From the standpoint of instruction i1t was found that the
teachers iIn the classified schools were on the whole better pre-
pared than those iIn the consolidated and rural schools. It was
found that the teachers in the larger schools were teaching more
in the fields of their preparation than were those iIn the smaller
schools. Thirty-three per cent of the rural school teachers did
not have the educational qualifications required by the state de-
partment of education for elementary school teachers. Thirty-one
per cent of the high school teachers in the consolidated schools
did not have bachelor’s degrees. All the elementary and high
school teachers in the classified schools met the educational re-
quirements necessary for their respective departments.

Based on average expenditures of larger schools it was
found that the county schools under the suggested reorganization
plan would cost the county approximately $35,000 less than in
1938-1939. This would be a saving of about twenty per cent. Fur-
ther eliminating of school districts as road conditions may come
to permit would effect added reductions In expenditures.

The proposed reorganization plan was based on the theory
that no elementary pupil should be forced to go more than six
miles to school. Changes were proposed only when 1t was found that

present road conditions were such that pupils could get to school
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during the winter months. Further elimination of smaller schools
would depend upon future road programs.

From the above general conclusions and more detailed data
found throughout the thesis i1t would appear that a serious problem
confronts LaMoure County. The situation as revealed In this county
may be typical of that found In the state of North Dakota. In re-
cent years our state has met with serious financial difficulties.
The outlook for the school year 1939-1940 seems more serious than
ever. In an attempt to curtail expenses those In authority are
recommending the eliminating of teachers, eliminating of trans-
portation of pupils, cutting ordinary maintenance expense to the
bone, raising tax levies. In LaMoure County alone about fifteen
teachers will be eliminated. In one of the districts of LaMoure
County about one-fifth of the pupils will not be In school be-
cause the district can no longer finance transportation facilities.
IT this condition is indicative of that over the state, it
warrants Immediate action.

Dean J. V. Breitwieser of the University of North Dakota,
in discussing conditions iIn the schools of our state, made this
statement, '‘Democracy oannot survive unless positions of authority
and responsibility are removed from incompetent individuals,* IT,
after an intelligent and honest presentation of existing facta,
members of boards of education still do not see fit to authorize
the necessary changes, there must be made possible authority from
some other betcer-informed source. The only solutions to the
serious educational problems that confront us In the state of North

Dakota today are a thorough knowledge of existing facts, an iIn-
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telligent analysis of these facts, and a sincere determination to
cooperate in doing something about it. By this means only can we
hope to provide for our children an educational system which will
adequately prepare them for the many problems of a very fast-moving

world.
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