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Figure 3: Simultaneous referencing in ASL narrative (Czubek 2017).

In this example, “Body Classifier” is what I have described as constructed action.
The body of the signer takes on the role of the character (a gardener in this case), his
dominant hand is an instrument classifier (a type of entity classifier) representing a pair
of scissors and his non-dominant hand is an entity classifier of a flower. In that particular
moment the signer is producing references to three separate entities at the same time. In
the second frame shown above, the signer (still in the role of gardener, hands flowers to a
recipient. Taking on the role of a character foregrounds and highlights that particular role.
The eyegaze toward the recipient has a dual role of signaling the role shift (as noted in
Chapter 1) while also referring to the recipient. As for his dominant hand holding the
flowers, it highlights the flowers. The invisible flowers are moved through space from the
gardener to the recipient loci—which also serve as non-highlighted referring forms. All
of this information together is transmitted in the space of a few seconds. Czubek notes
that each of these reference constellations contains the information that would be present
in an entire clause in English.

These types of reference constellations are very common throughout the LSC stories
I analyzed. The example below is taken from a scene in which the sun is peeking over the

edge of the earth and looking with fear at the angry, dark clouds.
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Example 15: The boy and the thunder (00:54). Reference Constellation

In Example 15, the signer’s dominant hand is an entity classifier representing the
sun, the non-dominant hand is a SASS, representing the earth. His body has taken on the
role of the sun in his fearful expression, while his eyegaze is directed at the threatening
clouds on the horizon. That makes for a total of 4 distinct references, two of which are

referencing the same entity.
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CHAPTER 3 : METHODOLOGY

3.1 Background

INSOR (National Institute for the Deaf in Colombia) has a YouTube channel? that is
meant to be a resource to Deaf schools in Colombia. They have published lectures on
chemistry, biology, mathematics, and social sciences; as well as a collection of “Signed
Literature”. Under signed literature, they have two sets of stories: Colombian legends and
classic stories. Many of the stories included in the list are literature commonly used in
public school classrooms in Colombia. It is unclear how these stories were elicited and
whether they are direct translations from a textbook or reinterpretations for a Deaf
audience. If they are direct translations, this could have implications for the structuring of
the story, but my personal experience with LSC leads me to believe that these are stories
reinterpreted for a Colombian Deaf audience in a natural style. For this research, six
stories were chosen from the list. Two stories, The little mermaid and The pirate and the
treasure, were listed under “classic stories”. The other four stories were chosen from the
list of Colombian legends.

The stories average about 12 minutes in length each, and were chosen based on their
ease in translation to English and their incorporation of multiple characters. (For
example, The steadfast soldier was rejected because there was only one character
throughout the whole story which cut down on the use of referring forms. The Indian
Catalina was rejected because it included too many historical references to people and
places with sign names that I am unfamiliar with to be easily translated to English for
analysis.)

The signers of the stories are all Deaf. They are all between the ages of 20-45 (based

on appearances, exact age unknown). All of the signers are from Bogota. There are 5

2 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJQPAJZY GirtoNRraMgfc2w

39



signers in total for the 6 stories. One signer is female, and the other signers are male. The
signer of Munuani, king of the fish also signs The boy and the thunder.

I was not able to collect names of all of the signers, but present here the information
that I do know:

The signer of The waterfall of Tequendama is Giovanni Melendrez. He is employed
at INSOR and has a master’s degree from the National University of Colombia.

The signer of The Pirate and the Treasure is Christian Bricefio. He graduated high
school from Filadelfia Deaf school in Bogota.

The signer of The story of Llivian is Deaf from Bogota. He has, however, since
signing this video, left the country to study at Gallaudet University in Washington DC.

The signer of The boy and the thunder and Munuani, king of the fish is named Luis,
his sign name is L-nose, but [ was unable to discover his family name. He is currently
employed at INSOR.

The signer of The little mermaid (and the only female signer), is named Teresa. Her
sign name is T-chin, but I was unable to discover her family name. She is also currently
employed at INSOR.

All of this information on the signers from the videos was collected through personal

communication with Patricia Jones and John Jaider in Bogota.

3.2 Summary of Stories

3.2.1 The Pirate and the Gold’
This is a story taken from the list of “classic stories”. In this story there is a pirate
ship sailing to an island, following a treasure map. There are four pirates on the ship.

They are obsessed with gold and can think of nothing else. When they arrive at the island,

*https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dPTVEKrAWOM&list=PLyihWF0yVBhSvhjMe7HZ_dJLdDf2p
dRGW &index=5&t=88s
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they follow the instructions on the map and dig up the treasure chest. Inside the treasure
chest is some sand and a scroll. On the scroll is a letter written by another pirate. The
letter tells the men that gold is not the most important treasure in life, but experiences,
time and relationships are more important. The letter warns that they will waste their

lives in pursuit of gold if they don’t change their ways.

3.2.2 The Little Mermaid*

This is similar to the original story by Hans Christian Andersen, but takes some
unusual twists and turns along the way. Hand-close-chest is a mermaid princess living
under the sea with her three older sisters. She wishes to go on to land and see what it is
like. Her family has a tradition that each princess should go to the beach and look at the
outside world when they turn sixteen years old. When Hand-close-chest does this, she
sees a ship in the distance, and on the ship there are a bunch of people having a party. A
storm gathers and the waves knock the boat about. A young man, V-cheek, is thrown into
the water. Hand-close-chest swims over and rescues him, bringing him to the shore as he
is unconscious. She drags him onto the shore and leaves him there and hides. Curl-hair, a
woman, comes up and finds him and takes him back to the castle where he lives. Hand-
close-chest has fallen in love with V-cheek and can’t sleep. She cries all the time now.
Her father tells her to forget about the surface, but instead she swims to the black octopus
and gets a potion to turn her into a human in exchange for her voice. She then goes to the
surface, takes the potion and becomes a human but without her voice. V-cheek finds her,
takes her to the castle and introduces her around. Shortly after her arrival, Curl-hair
arrives and gets married to V-cheek. Hand-close-chest is very upset and goes back to the
seashore where her sister arrives and gives her a knife to kill V-cheek. Hand-close-chest

goes to kill V-cheek, but cannot follow through and instead attempts suicide. An angel

“https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GokE249UioA&list=PLyihWF0yVBhSvhjMe7HZ dJLdDf2pdR
GW&index=3
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swoops down to save her from death. Subsequently she is taken away to join a group of

angels who save people from suicide.

3.2.3 The Boy and the Thunder’

This is a Colombian creation legend. In the story, the earth is dark and covered with
storm clouds. The clouds enjoy shooting lightning at everything, which causes the sun to
be afraid to come over the horizon. An indigenous boy appears on the earth and is bullied
by the clouds and becomes very afraid of them. One day he climbs a tree and sees a
strange light flashing in the distance. He goes to investigate and meets an owl on the way
that gives him a nest with four owl chicks in it. Once he reaches the horizon, he sees that
the light is really the sun that is hiding behind the horizon. The four owl chicks fly out of
the nest and fly under the sun, forcing it over the horizon. When the light floods over the
horizon, the storm clouds run and hide and the land is filled with plants, animals, and
trees. The story ends with the first indigenous man and woman meeting in the fresh,

young world.

3.2.4 Munuani, King of the Fish®

From a copy of the story that I was able to find in Spanish, this signed version of the
story seems to follow the established folktale quite closely. In this story, there is an
indigenous village near a river. An old man named Kuntu comes to the village one day,
but the people in the village think he is useless so they send him on his way. He travels
farther down the river and builds himself a house where he lives. Sometime later,
Munuani the king of the fish arrives at the village and threatens them since they have

been eating fish from the river. He tells them that he has 3 powers: first he can turn into a

Shttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FMowFeyh6sU&list=PLyihWF0yVBhQZHHqYBa9IR CdCblttsR
jA&index=8&t=175s

®https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kwLuyAiwy98&list=PLyihWF0yVBhQZHHqYBa9IRCdCblitsR
j4&index=4
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