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<so--mlittee# of which tr» Koenig was ch&irv&n.

Is study was designed to gather Information
concerning curling for i-Igh school age students In the
atales of north DaJo»tet Minnesota, Wisconsin and Michigan*
''he study was structured to gain information In. the areas
of history, finance and sponsorship of high school curl*
*&e It also determined the present level of interest
In curling am g high school students,

Tfco survey method was employed in this study*
Questionnaires were sent to those persons believed most
closely associated with high school curling In each
towi or city with a curling ‘rink, Seventy questionnaires
dero sent out and forty—eight we-re returned for a total
return of 68,87 per cent,

rhn findings of this survey' suggest that school-,
sponsored our!lag programs for high school students are
sore beneficial than programs with other means of Sponsor-

ship, It was also found that the level of interest In

ourllng <wwenic high school age students had increased



tfreatly,. Tho suggestion that the respoe fcivo dfcafce High
Ad-Jjool mcttvtt**» Associations Adopt the aport of curl-
ing wttn the main ree<Mn*&ec«id*tion to tm&tt from the findings
of this study* Many respondents stated that tJhelr school
will spcsnséor ©uritag as soon as the state ligfc school

nativities Association sponsors the sport*
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immmm -ion

wines the suit;lr is extremely interested in the
development of tto* snort of oarling, toe a®elded to do
ilia thesis .n ao:-.e aspect of that sport waieh la stim-
ulating to fclw* r« has had n great deal of experience
with teen a#e curlers both as a participant and as an
1"*s:-roctrr. In. i0*SO# he a,. it>nea the ri k ehitill repres-
ented SMtritoba in the Canadian Softool* CurllIn/: Ctoa 'fon -
«JhiB in e~psr.iia, .-ushe©* I; We4~HHi&, he was tiie
aupervieor ?tnd instruct/-.* of the nr*na rorus Pam
'Coerd darting promaw. Daring IJNI6-X966, ho instructed
ottrtlhg In the physical education service program at
the if-iveraity of -jcrth Oattotu.

Curling h*a ion;: been a favorite winter apart
for high Mto'ol student* In Canada* in fact, e«ore
Students compete In the gare of curling toon in :iny
otfeer winter snort In the Sool&ioft ©f Canada* The
spurt continues to .-row each year in tersaa of high
school participants.

In the tvtted states, curling is a relatively
naw sport for this - e roup, 'stoat areas of the United

states which now have high school curling did not begin



their programs until the latte 1959*3 or early IS>6-9*a*
vtaty other regions are beginning auodri |[MWgy«Ri each
year*

The continued. rowth of hlgj-* #enool curling la
the United states la virtually certain for two main
reasonss

1. The apart of curling la presently growing
at a fantastic rata among adults in the
United state™*.

2. In ferae# where high sphool curling progrnrr*#
have bean initiated, they have almost invar*
lably been ret with an enthusiastic acceptance*

Certain area# of the United States have high
school curling oro/rsns while other area# with curling
fact'* "tie# do not* The upper ;*tdwestern states #eo»
to be the hotbed for high school curling* One of tlaiae
states, namely flseonslo, ha# .Inolrided Curling a# an
activity in it# Interoeholaatlo Athletic vaaoelation
program. Many levels of competition, fro® physical
education classes to park board leagues, exist in the

other states.

listemant of the Problem
This study wee designed to collect infomatlon
pertaining to high school curllIn.- In selected states of
the upper saidwest.

Thera are various method# of sponsoring and con¥*



duotin# high school curling program** 'J0*~© such program
are sponsored by curling clubs or recreation board* and
are coy©lately independent of the schools. other program*
«w conduct©d as integral part* of school athletic depart*
monte.

Specifically, the purpose# of tala study wore:

1. to gather facta about the history of curling
and of high school curling In th© selected
ares;

8. to gather information on the financing of
high sctool curling?

9* to determine dominant practices of sponsor*
ship of M <h school curling?

4., to determine the status of high school curlingg

5. to deter-:!*e the level of interest among high
3chool curlers;

6. to wsko suggestions which will help to develop

high school curling program=*.

~eed for the Study
The increase in curling participation among high
school students in the Whited jnates has been exponential
In certain areas. However, there he* boon very little
research completed on the sport of curlin, ana there
apparently has been little such research reported rela*
tive to the high school level in the Whited States.

In the Wnsited .States, this game Is merely begin*



nJLnig to become an accepted sport in high schools* Vith
the results of th© study, the author hopes so b© able to
make »o»ind recommendation* to school* interested in
beginning a high aohool curtlng progra® or to those

interested In expanding: an already existing pvograa*

Definition of 'Perms
aiUK » a purling teat, consisting of four players Including
a akin (dlroota play), thirl, second and lead*
NOIT.FIKL - the traditional naro for a curling tournament
in which there are acvaral events* Knots, rink is
assured a certain number of ganee* depending
only upon the number of events included In the
bonaptel*
iAh or OOM3f ivJml CnhLING - curling leagues
in which both boya and girls participate* &ch
rink Is ueually composed of two members of each
sex*
Pr 'a/TXiPff - el initiation Play to determine the winning rink*
*Phf>sSOR e the agency which administers and/ or finances

the M”~h school curling program.

Dellr.Itatlona of the Study
31lnoe tie states which border Canada are the
one# In which ear!lnr. is west prevalent, this study
wea confined, to North 'Dakota* mnafteaeta, *Jaeonsin and

ft&efci, an. AIll the towns and cltlea in these states



vhioh contain#!! onrt.Inf, clubs \*er« included in the survey.

Limitations of the Study

The usual sbortooirtnisa of the questionnaire
retrod, cuch aa the ooasibility of :misinterpretation
or surgestlveness of the questions, have effected
the responses, The*# may have been a tendency for
respondenta to anrpfrastee the correct praotloes rather
than the prevalent ones.

Despite Its shorteonlnge, the questionnaire
method represented the peat feasible means of conducting
a study of this nature, Xnvolver-.ent of time <snd r-ortey
would have made it Impossible to Interview all the re~
apondonto even though such an approach conceivably could

have yielded wore valid end reliable data.

Survey of delated Literature

History of curling

Histortana are not absolutely sure of the date
or the location of the origin of curling, since fcho game
Is played on lIce, noafc of the feci that the game was
developed in countries located within the north Tetaporate
gone*

~th 'Scotland and Flanders clsi: credit for the
ort *in of the sport of curling, hew t* no evidence
that anything similar to curling existed In any part of

the v«therlfirnis before Scotland had elevated curling; to



the status of a Major sport, A pond drained near Dunblane,
Scotland about 1890 revealed a curling atone in which was
carved **1661.” This evidence that the game was estab-
lished in 3eotl©nd rsaro than four centuries ago pre-uafcod
claims by the Ittherlends advocates.”. Thus the birth-
plaoe of the *Soaring Omm** way well have been In Scotland.
The oldest curlln# club In existence la the
Cuttingston Curling dooietjr, organised in Edinburgh on
January 17, 1706. This group played according to its
own rules until 1834 at which tlsse the "Amateur Curling
Club of Sootland” was forced. This new organisation
decided that there should foe a standardisation of the
rules of curling and it went Into convention with the
Qudtngston and other outstanding oluba of that period*
Curling as a regulated sport dates from that tissue* The
Amateur Curling Club ceased to function as « separate
unit after Wove-nber 18, 1858 when it was nierged into the
Drand Caledonian Curling Club* In 1354, Ker Kajooty,
Queen Adelaide, granted this organisation the title
"Royal Caledonian Curling Club.tti? This club is still
regarded in all parts of the world as the i*sother-Club
and legislative body of the game of curling.

dome historians feel that the game of curling

Curling.” encyclopedia Britannica. 14th od*.
Thbi. nix, pp. ets-eT&T



wo& csW ftsd ftcwss ths ocean to the sovth
American Oontlnmt 1ft the fell of 1759* i>urlrig tise
winter of 1768-00, nrltl*h soldiers under the leader-
slit# of mltm lived on the Plain# of &bvrnhm In duebee,
m m autis'ije*# fee|] that tnoa® wen were the first to curl
or; the itorth 'icserican Continent. This reauacnlag see;?*
logical but there la tie actual evidence available to
support thetr beliefs*®

m ollnato ol* Canada is novo ooaduclvs to
curt l«g than, is that of most parts of the United State#.
m Inlr because of this factor, the sport of curling
bocals more p©malar north of the border, Organised
curllag began trs Canada In 1807 with the formation of
the ?oyai Montreal. Curling Club. This club confined its
activities to curling ana it r.ae the distinction of
being the oldest club for any alnd of sport in Sforth
America.

Curling caught on in iiaatern Canada and then
moved west with the settlers, Regularly constituted
curling clubs began to appear in Ontario. The first
one to appear was in Kingston In 1920 aria It was followed
by "argue in 1834, "Pronto in 1837 and Suit and <Oueipfa
in 1857.* i"fc« growth of the ~tmo rad begun.

The greatest expansion of curling was yet to
take place* The lon f, dry winters of the prairies were3

3*Curllir.".] Sncyolomedia OsnaAlsRn#. VfexX* 111.
1858, »r. 171-173. ' e e



ideal for febt development of the game, anti the Scottish
background at the sotflora ordained that curling would
beooito a major sport (.vest of the "reat Lakes# The cold
winters assured many months of natural ice of the highest
guality and In 137-5, the draiino© Curling Club beeerne
the first one in Manitoba. Boon after, clubs were ba<nm
In h'~eraon and portage La frairio tn 1890, in Brandon in
1885 and in Stonewall in 1H84. 1:i 1088, a meeting was
held at the Sfirailpey (Iranite Club to asvanise a provin
dal associfilian and cut of that ve«tin#r eventuallv

came the famous Winnipeg honsolel, which is now the
largeat in the world#

The spread of the across the prairies to
the foothills of the 8eckiea was certain and steady#
Oeth Saskatchewan and Alberta took up the gsste during
the 1880*» and, in 1808, « club was or*&nisged in i.aalo,
uridab Colisrhla*® The sport waa popular from coast to
coast in Canada by tho turn of the eexitury#

'br 1830, the caliber of curlers VUvoigtDttt the
Dominion-'had improved considerably# Donsplels were more
numerous end, t'rnnrth the game was still mainly a reerea»
ttonal peatiF'O, the better level of competition led to
increased empbaais upc m tv» rvif 920 »S
w of avid curlers met in Winnipeg to dlacuos the

Ernie fttel amson, oyc© heftee, *nd Dou ftaxweXM,
Curllagt fTorontot TfcoRsae leu Limited, X  #,



possibilities of isuorliig an annuel playdown to determine
the champion Canadian curllug rink, They ioped to
design a playdosm that wo.Aid pit rlatee representing

each province against each other in a round robin com-
petition. The Macdonald tobacco Oempany agreed to
sponsor the contest and donated the famous Brier Tankard
for competition* Plans war© laid Imedlately for the
first piaydown to be held at the Stranlte Club In Toronto
In X907,

Sloe® its origin in 1007, the Frier he# become
one of Canada’s najor snort spectacles™* It is held &mh
year in Sfarefc at various locations across Canada* Bleven
rinka participate sine© each province declares one rep-
resentative except Ontario which Is allowed a represent-
ative frost the north and another from the south*

otttil 1955, there was no single body to reflate
and unify all the various curling clubs In Canada* It
was felt that such a governing body was needed* The
Dominion Curling Association wm for. ed In 195& and was
affiliated with the Royal Caledonian Curling Club* At
that time the various associations coming under tills
body had an accredited membership of 02,604%*

Curling first appeared in the United States about
1050 when it crept down across the Canadian border Into

the Few England States and into the northern pert of

Michigan. The first club to be formed in the United
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StalM, the Orchard Lakes Club, near Pontiac, p&ehigan,
was organised in 1S42.5 ?be first association, Known
as the Orand National Curling Club of Arerica was founded
In 1067 and Is still In operation. The Hid- eat Curling
ARsoelation urns set up in X948 to revive the game In
the central states wi»re it had been dormant since about
1910, The sport of curling Is, In a sons®, relatively
young in the United States since It Is only In the past
few years that Interest has begun to gather momentum,

After the formation of the HIdk&'eat Curling
Association In 1945, curling cot.petition in the United
States began to approach the Canadian level. In Varofa,
1957, using the Canadian TSrler as a pattern, the first
United States ren*s Curling championship, sponsored by
Marshall Field and Corap'my, was held at the Chicago
Stadium. Tie state champions of Hew Hampshire, New York,
Maseaatmsett«, Michigan, North >ahota, Minnesota, Wiscon-
sin, Illinois, Washington end Alaska oompetod. There
were wore than 30,000 spectators In attendance at this
event,6

As In Canada, a National organisation was needed
to regulate curling in the United States, It was not
until 1959, the third year of the Rational Championships,

6"Curling,” Universal standard iSncyolopedla.
Vbl. VI, p. 2169,

®Oar Curtis, Carling—- m for hveryorte. p. 3.
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that the United States %&n'a Curling Association was
founded*7 The member* of this governing body aro
representstives of all areas of the United States where
curling flourishes.

"bus far* champions had bean deolared in several
individual countries. In 1950* the .'cotob Cup Whiskey
Association* covering all expensea, established the
international championships of curling known *a the
" scotch cup" watches. Since its origin, this affair
has been held each year in Scotland exoent la 1964
when it was held in Calgary, Alberta, Canada. It is
scheduled for Vancouver, Canada, froa March 81*24, 1966*
The nations which have competed In the Scotch Gup to
date are Canada, United States, Sweden, Scotland, Norway,
and Switzerland* In 1966, Prance will make its first
appearance in Scotch Cup play* Canada won the cup each
ye«r through 1964 but In 1965, Pud Somerville and his
rink from Wisconsin brought the honors to the United
States.

The ga*ae of curling has enjoyed a great deal of
growth in Perth Aperies from the standpoint of the nunber
of participants as well as the number of spectators*
There are many facta and figures available to substantiate
this statement*

7Amm.il of the United states /sen«a curling.

Association (South MIW'eukee. W'scbrmlInt '¥oica"""~uto»
| Vestions, 1964), p* 5.
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1* mum the Dominion curling Association was
forced In 1935, Ifc had a ts««bor»hip of 22,604.
In 1946, there were 880 clubs arid 08,000
curlers In Canada? In 1965, 1000 club* and
200,000 curlers] In 1965, more than 2,000
clubs and 600,000 curlers.-5

2. Curling la over one hundred yearni old in
the United States but It did not catch on
In this country until a few years ago.
"here are now 115 curling clubs In twenty-
one states and more than 12,000 curlers.
There is ice of legal sis® available in
forty-eight of the fifty states. There are
more than 20,000 curlers in the United states
Including both sexes and all age*.y

3. There are now raore than 1,000 curlers in the
floaton area where the game has been played
since 1897.10

4. The Chicago suburbs have witnessed the
greatest growth in curling in the United
States, In 1956, there were only 40 curlers
In this area and now store than 4,000 people

~The Curler. Vol. n, ?fe. 6, (November, 1966).

p. 30.
°lbld.

10?hllip PTAdy, "Curling Comes into its Own "
mttmt Mainline*. Vbl. X, No, 1 (January, 1960), p, 4.



curl at a number of suburban cluba. One
thousand of these participant* are woi?;,0On*XJ

5. Since Ita origin in Scotland, the gome of
ourltng has spread to many other parts of
the world* Other countries which now curl
are Switzerland (where there are upwards of
sixty clubs), Canada, United States, Inland,
Sweden, Horn-ay, franco, ltaly, Austria, Hew
Zealand and even China*18

6* (Jurling may soon become a part of the i?Inter
Olympics* If n®nff, Canada, Is chosen as
the alto for the 1972 winter Olympics,
officials lion© to Include* curling as one

of the host country’s choices of an "extra

There are several reasons for the tremendous

growth of curling*

1* ?b® development of artificial loo has lengthened
the season. The game can now be played earlier
in the fall, later in the spring or even in
the susaaer and also In the warmer oliratoo™*

2* The development Of the long sliding delivery

by Ken Watson made the game more spectacular

11The Purler, loo, clt*

18Il>ar Curtis, loo* clt~*

IsThe Curler, loe, clt.
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to watch and more challenging to try*
Curlers who move to reside in another
location where there la no curling often
initiate a general Interest in curling in
the new area. Many of the now curling

clubs have been developed in this manner.
the curling rink itself is now a more
attractive building. It is no longer a
drab, sold structure housing one noorly
illuminated sheet of ice. The waiting

room la no longer cold and dark. The

newer rinks contain up to forty-eight

sheets of ice in a well-lit, heated playing
area. The waiting room often has a restaur-
ant or bar and lounge area, f&jat rinks have
an upstairs with windows overlooking the ice
for better viewing* The currant trend seems
to be to combine a curling club with a golf
or country stub in one large building for
year-round entertainment,

better roads and modern methods of travel
make it possible for curlers to attend bon-
spiels at greater distances from home*
thirling has been found to be a satisfactory
activity for physical education and recreation
programs. It is also being used in industrial

recreation.
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The antnfessia on notional and international
championships has helped to create e'mthuslasra
In the snort* In Canada, there are several
dominion champions declared each year* There
la the Brier (open to all male curlera affil-
iated with a curling club) which declares the
ehsetplon Canadian rink; the 3o*alnion Diamond
D which declares the ladies champion Canadian
rink; the :>«scram cup for curlers older than
fifty years; the schoolboy championship; the
OttrI-O-Rama which declares a dominion far ore
champion (25,000 farmers participated in 1966);
and the O’'Keefe Mixed which has two men and
two wor.en on each rink. Some clubs sponsor
their own dominion curling championships such
as the ulka, hmé&ton, Firemen and police. The
Ifnited States now declares a men’'s champion
which competes with other national champions
in the Scotch Cup International flaydowna.
irises offered for winners of curlin, compet-
ition ere very attractive. For example, the
muma’ent of Champions in Toronto offers a
first prise of '510,000.

Tl-.ere is now more publicity #tvan to the sport
by television, radio and the press. There are

now ’'aama,zincs published on a monthly basis
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solely on the subject of eurllag.

10. Ouriing la a relatively Inexpensive aport.
Average yearly saembersfclp fee In moat oluba
would bo between twenty-five anti fifty cellars.
Fbr moat curlers, this foe would worn; out to
about seventy-five cents nor game or tidlrty-
ttve cents an hour which would have to be
considered aa reasonably Inexpensive enter-

tainment.

2:isr™>iry of Canadian totgb aohool oarlltig

Until fairly recently, curling had been considered

sm M Id ssftn's game,” One author statedt
In ooafc sports you»re an old man at 30 and out of
competition at 40. in the great old Scottish
gw9 of curling, you seldom start to play before
30, reach your peak at 60, and you are often still
going strong at TO.

This view may have been almost correct fifty
year* to, but today it could scarcely be further from
the truth*

Curling t» more and more beooring a young man*a
game. This fact is true mainly because those younger
people who have taken up the gene have become store profi-
cient than those wlso began to participate at a later a e.
Younger people iave more stamina and endurance and they
learn athletic skills easier than their elders do, a

14:i« Korean Maey, "sweep Your Cares Away,”
itotarian. ¥61. *CIV, Mu. 3, (larch, i960), pp. 16-17.
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the load of Manitoba, Spectators flocked to the rinks
to watch the bora and they liked what they saw.

Pecauae of the tpeiaendoue interest shown by the
public In school curling, the Winnipeg Free Press aug*
gested that a prairie champion shoala to® declared. In
1947, the Provincial Curling Association formulated plans
for this interpronrinelal playdown, Ktnka from Manitoba,
Saskatchewan ami .Alberta met in fMtgins, Saskatchewan
with Manitoba declared the winner.

In 1947, Jim mymva, organised school curling
in Quebec end from there it spread to the Meritlwee*

Me wrote?
'%er« is no doubt that students become better
mmbvra of society through the high ethics and
attributes of this, the greatest social sporting
gam© the world has ever known*

In 1960, all the provinces except Newfoundland
participated in the first Canadian i>ei»ol. Curling
Championship* In 19&1 at Melson, British Columbia,
all the province* participated. Each year since that
time, each province has been represented at the Canadian
School Curling Championship held at various locations
across Canada,

presently, -more teenagers participate in curling
than In hockey which hee long been considered Canada's
national apart. It Is the only school sport in Canada

*6«en »oir and a*H. fterjmgeeur, History of Canadian

=-mobool Curling aha.-aylonahtpa (Dominion ™ r li” d'Association
751HOT~7uF!Trut.ttee, 1»64}, p, 7*
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In which a Canadian champion Is dealnred* Hors than
90,000 students participate In the plsydowna in their
respective provinces for the right to attend the Don*
Inlon championships* The provincial winners fly to the
sits of ths championships to compete for the Pepsi-
Cola trophy.

Curling participation fcsmes piece tvoci leagues
which aro merely for recreation and exercise to those
which determine dominion ehmaplona as described previously*
iMis, students of all levels of ability can participate
and improve their perforaance. Many high schools have
been teaching; curling In physical education ©lasses for
years. Almost every high school In Canada has a curling
league of Its own. Youth organisations such as church
groups and 4B clubs often sponsor bonaplels as social
functions. High school bonaplele with several rinks
from many different schools competing are very ooawjon,
but dual meets between schools are not so common. The
fetontrend school system la just beginning to Introduce
this level of competition. It has been accepted fairly
well and this may be the next trend In high school curl-
ing*

In the hook. History of Canadian High School
Championships. two conclusion* regarding the results

of high school curling to the present time are drawnj

1* The unsung heroes of curlln are the ooaches*
If the caliber of curling Is to Improve, It



will b® because some man ista devoted ids ti»e to
coaching. if the caliber of curling not
Improve, public internal, will wane*

2m A survey of the pact fifteen year# tM» shown
that the non wi» spent so smei: time and offort
in the pro.-aotlon of Mi.ool curltrv- isowsa Oftnad#
wro justlflad In timir belief chat the g#s»©
would develop character and good citizensnip,
Boya who hare taiten part In Canadian GhnntpiensMps
are now doctors, lawyers, architects and executive#
In oota&croe and Industry? a»ore important, they are
continuing to be participants rather than spec-
tators, Many former provincial school ohanpion#
are now to be found taking part in Canadian
Curling tru*«ptoii#hif»#* In 1063# at Kitchener,
there were representatives on ssors than half
the viols# wim bed fOmarly competed In the
Canadian School Ghajspien#hipc,

"eiris are not left out of the sport of curling
in Canada* There are- hundred# of school girls who engage
In regularly scheduled curling Xei“sue#* Many league#
aiid honspicl# allow only female competitor#* There ha#

even been some discussion concerning the beginning of
a Canadian girls* high Softool curling championship

airtoe so™e of the western provinces have playdowna to
declare a provincial winner* Olrla who begin curling
a# teenager# and who continue after they leave school

become extremely accurate curlers.

171bid*, P* 15*



mhTvm n
mm o& aw vf

Perth Dakota, winrwmtu, %lsconsla awl Michigan
wore selected os the states to be included in the survey
sinee they displayed a greet deal of variation in their
high 80**001 ourlkir progr*y**a. Herth Dakota was chosen
because curling was popular in the state but nigh school
curling was in ita infancy* Minnesota was similar to
north Dakota but was somewhat wore advanced. 'In both
stat«« the trend was for the curling elub» or roenoution
departments rather than the schools to sponsor high
school curling* Wisconsin was chosen since it hod a
wail organised interseholastic curling program. -ilchigan
had m high school curling as such but did, in some oases,
allow youngsters of curling club onshore to curl in spe-
cial weekend leagues.

The author was familiar with high school curling
In north Dakota since he had worked with students and
curling enthusiasts frost all parts of the state in the
IOCS State High School Boaspiel In Grand Forks, Horth <
Dakota. JS» Jawaraky, secretary of the Minnesota High
School Curling Association, Slgie hoble, principal and

curling coach from, reynwtfee. risoonsin, and r.J. "-jrnkaw
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of Detroit supplied the author with pertinent background
infomotion which was used to design this study,

Xt was decided thet a well construeted question-
naire would be the saost appropriate mens of collecting
the necessary data. Such a quostlorinair©3* was constructed
and was worded in such a way that It could b© completed
in ten minutas. A cover letter*-9 and a stamped, self-

resaed envelope wero also inolMed, This material
was sent to all potential respondents on November 18th,
*

h complete Hat of the curling rimes In the
selected states was found In a boost called ¥orld Seating
Quids,86 For worth Dakota, the athletic directors of
the various high acboole listed In the florth Dakota State
High Sohool Activities Association Bulletin received
the questionnaires. In the case of Grand Foras, north
Dakota, the questionnaire was completed by Mr, Homer
Abbott, Park Board Superintendent, ?he same procedure
was followed for the state of Minnesota, In those cities
with more than one high school, a copy of the questionnaire
was sent to each school. Mr, Slgie flobls supplied the

author with a complete Hat of the curling coaches in

Appendix A,
*9Appendix A,

s-bdrld ttkatlng Guide {Madison. Wisconsin* Fenton
Kelsey Jr7rT AT r'r'CnN4qen
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the state of yiaoonain. questionnaires war®© sent to
the®* coholob, Ft>r tboae towns and cities In viaoorialn
with a ourling rink and no suvllng coach, the question-
naires wars sent to tbh® curling club presidents aa
Ilatod In the rmltod istatea Monl® Curling Association
~billettry* It was found that there ware only four
curling cluba in th® state of Michigan, In eacn oaao,
th® curling club president received a copy of the

guestionnaire,

?he tables in Appendix 8 abow the nueber of
guestionnaires sent to each state aa well aa th® number
returned*

Annual of the United States iAmx'a Curling
Association. loo. cit. L .
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PO&I fxBss OF 'm #51 f*AX« X HiSr >1ii, j*1ii

Position TooHI Per i.forth li'ttl- wa- wlakl
(tent Dakota ©acta conetn

*tfcletto Aruetor 7 1C. 67 2 4 1
Superintendent 2 4.78 1 1
Principal 4 9.,% 3 1

Club president 5 7.04 1 2

Toe final ©Ix wttwuj wor® fro® the ?sm :*>arel .Miper-
latMkliat; in Grand Forks, north ukQw&g§ a Forth Dakota f£irla *
'KWICHI emeatton instructor* a pXjyaloal education imitmc-
tor frot» Flnnseota, the secretary md the enair™un of the
Minnesota Jtato schoolboy <5urli»E AaaoolK.tiorc* and a volun-

teer Junior ourllnt; (thnirwun froas *Xaco*ailn*

fA»LE 8
LOGA?X07S -F -ON :tI*ir?22vV& tWPOrtflHfi
m HUH SOHOfflt, cm (U!W

State Hunfeer Per Cent
?Jorth Dakota 5 10.42
Tireteeota 8 4.17
*laeonslin 0 0.DO
x?iofcl™an 1 2.08

Tfefcal 8 16.97



Tabl® = pmg9 06# toll# of t. m® wtiich-
ra-porfced f» i-ias-i.”ol tturitn;.-; of any uafaspa* Cisiftaa of
tbda.s *«#pcmdwt# dtat©4 that ti-<ar sf-.ula ba initiatin;.

hi«h ac..ool ©urlir, in th©® near future*

ABLf 3.
]
X? '
Pnpu» Oradae fTPOII-
YOtt®«# dumr  Par in-  /lum Par < >Nt® 'ep
of tbft ber Oe»» m elu&mi ber Cant of tsfea bar font
in the BeSaaola

%10« fehool
LEBI3 faas
tlum mg if.5> 10-15/ - 18 39.1ft tshan 6 10.64
1 ,000 too
i,cm iioo

to SO 41*07 g*1* 14 00.04 to IS 26.53
10,000 600
10,000 *or©

60) 8 16.07 7-ie 7 15.09 than 50 &
40,000 500
WX
thm 14 29.17 1-12 7 15.88
4-\V>00

fifdrasi frr*- ’'Fable 3 ;cfav<»lkiaf. tfjafc student#

tw*r- act.<*Ca manor™XI™ i*ai a hert#r opportmity

to p#rtiaritpAl(N» In a etwiins imv*#* Uvm did tiboa© ffrom

3M#llar nebool3#

f-eneral fctatory of Curliiy, In the /r«& dtudlad

yea** for fefee origin of curling lit









r,. 4—IX :tinuad

S\VB
f i&l i-.<,0f club® 1965 *c?tal pr®s«
Inal wal© Reportliip’ emz -isle
and FRK'ftl© FT*@30nt i*ale i7«KaalO arid Partial©

WEmbQrimkitfy mm~b«injhio me«mbOrahip /aiirbarahlp H& bararip

6 870© 577 1286

SO 4 415 IBS 600
- ? 5:30 100 400
P, 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0
124 s 494 87U 772
1 BOS 125 530

2 430 152 £12

67 & 195 85 278
& 1 12 12 3¢
BO X 56 24 >30
0 0 0 0 0
30*7 4 208 99 301
346 4 515 178 495
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end Medford, srise*an.®in, had no curling at all for glr
Table 5, page '7x» reveals that sixteen of the thirty**
five high sohe>Ol turling programs began after 1960,
Almost one-half of the i.lgh school students curling In
1965 wer© curling In programs which began after 1960*
It also shows that ti:ere wore only ten girls of this
age curling before 1960#
rany additions and improvementa had been made

on the curllIlng rinks themselves in the selected area#

e forty*two puestlonttelres with this partieuler
eectlon comolefeed, t ontv-=five (59#52 per cent) Indicated
that a new curling rink heid been erected since curllru;
began in that cOIJSfilnity¥ The remaining areas wor© still
using original buildings* evost of the towns wbioh had
not built new curling rinks had not begun curling until
during the past ten years# Artificial ice had been
installed in twenty*alx rinka (61#90 per cent)¥# Mine,
or 21#43 per cent of the respondents indicated that
their rink had been enlarged and one respondent (2#30
per cent) stated that the rick in his community had
been insulatod#

Of the forty aonmunifelea with tilgh school

curling, only fourteen (35 per cent) reported the
sponsor*hip of a high school bonaplel* wviu* years of

origin for these bonswiels ranged from 1&4& to 1966

with the median year being 1959# The average number
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of bonaplot entries bad Increased from fifteen team*
Ir the to 19 tesms in 196b. In <iany eases,
the mi».b#r of entrf.oa was lInltea to sight, sixteen,
twenty-four op thirty-two since these numbers helped
to Simplify aehedulirtg the draw.

"I'nenfcY-fo :r (67,5*7 per cent) of tr;e forty-two
curling prowan* for loreol age studenta receives money
frose, the school to help to operate the high school curl-
ing pmgvaaa* Host of these wex*e from areas in which the
aahool assumed the responsibility of sponsorship of the
curling program* Eighteen respondents (43.43 per cent)
stated that they did not receive money from their school.
In th 'se cases in which the school helped to support the

the av»m«$ amount received was 1341.33. dome
schools wera on an unfixed or unit ifced budget for curl-
ing while others ranred from $S0 in nrand Marais, Minnesota,
to VBO In HedfOrd, Wisconsin* Only four of toe schools

heard fro In Wisconsin did not allot any money at all.

TA%IM 6
rzsMmxn'} school cokliko
Sources of Financed Humber Per Cent
Curling Club 13 30.14
Athletic department 7 23.92
Students 4 14. RS

deereation ;>epartn-eant 3 11.11
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The rcerjon ients were instructed to rank the four
agencies listed in Tabic G, page 33, from one to four in
tern# of 1xoortanco concerning financial aid, Following
tm curllnjj club which was a unanimous first, the other
three places war® distributed almost cver.-ly.

Curling is not an expansive sport, For tie
students, expenses seamed to be remaining constant while
the coat to the sponsoring agent had generally increased
sines the origin of the program# Table 7 illustrates
the coat of curling to both students and sponsor since
it hep--m* It would seem significant that the cost of

curling had decreased in some cases#

?A*LE 7

cost of ctmuno Ainas onvnn

TO the Student To the Sponsor
timber per Cent iMuraber Per Cent
Ncreased 6 S0.00 decreased 2 6.45
Remained Regained
constant 19 63.33 constant 14 43.16
Increased & 16.67 Increased 15 4»,39

T© curling clubs seemed to beer *ost of the
expenses associated with high school curling, hut the
schools also contributed financially. In most eases,

the students bought their own curling brooms while the



iIseteol paid benspiel entry fee# m wall an transport-
ation to and fvm tt» eurllng riste.,, Table S tUaitm tH

tbs trends In ttnm»$ng high aofcool Stirling*

TAIUJS B

pziiAmxva szqu soitoob emud®

Lssgtts Curling dsmapiel antrj Fees

Agent Ifuraber Per Cent Agent Muaber Per Cent
Student® 18 r5*14 . Students 13 41.94
School 14 37.04 School U 51*81
Curling club 6 18.33 Curling club 2 0*48
Other 1 Other
m fee® 3 3.11 M fees

Curling 'proofs transportatlon to the link

Agent Hueb«r Per Cent Agent lumber Per Cent
Student® 10 58.88 .Students 11 35.55
School 11 33.33 Sebool 10 57*50
Curlin?* club 4 11.11 Curllug club 1 5.05
Other Other o 6.06

In the pass of transportatlion to the curlirtg
rinita, both resno". \*ni$s #too cheeked "other* indicated
that parent® transported students to and from the Stirl-
ing rink*

Among the ferty-two towns with eem© typo- of
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high school curling, nineteen (45.33 per oont) respondents
revealed that the school athletic department sponsored or
administered the program. Of these nineteen, fourteen
(50.57 r>er cent) were from msoonsin while two others.
tvora Wisconsin stated that the sponsorship was handled
by a comteinatlon of the school athletic department work-
ing with the curling club. In thirteen of the forty-

two cases (30.95 per cent), the curling club itself
sponsored the program and in no cases did the students
sponsor their own program. Four recreation boards (9.512
per cent) organised and operated the high school curling
urogram. One respondent checked "other** and he stated
that the school, not the school athletic department,
sponsored the curling program.

In twenty-two oc-nnunitiea, the school did not
sponsor the curling program* As was previously stated,
curling Is not an expensive sport. This statement was
substantiated by the fact that none of the respondents
checked the colur r? on the questionnaire which would
Indicate that tbs expanse of curling was the reason why
It was not sponsored by the school. Table 9, page 37,
shows that there were various reasons why schools did
not sponsor curling.

It seems significant that more than one-third
of the schools which did not sponsor high school curling

did not sponsor the program simply because such sponsor-
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ship had never been considered by school officials.

TABLE 9
»SAIWS VRY $011001*1 DID VW SPOTEOH
HI3H SCJiOit cxmhtm

ReaMMfl Htinbwr Ler Cent

Too expensive 0 0
Lock of qualified personnel to

supervise 5 £5.00
Lack of Interest among these

gualified to supervise 2 10.00
Tovar boon considered 7 55.00
Other 6 30.00

Soisool sponsored progross® have proved the; salves
to bp rore aetlafaetory than any other typo according to
those schools which have adopted the sponsorship of the
progress. Ho respondent indicated that foe found the
school sponsored program to be leas beneficial to the
participants than under any previous type of sponsorship.
Only four (10.04 per cent) found this type of sponsor-
ship to be unchanged from previous sponsorship In tern¥*
of benefits to the participants. Seventeen respondents
(R0.96 per cent) stated that the program sponsored by
the school was more beneficial to tine participants.
Several reason# were stated concerning the benefits of

school sponsorship. f*i» Ann 3erenoher of Sveletb High
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School stated, "vie school-sponsored pro; raj allows for
a I»vmr nxmlbmr to participate*'* Jaws Sharp of taraidjl
cow antad that It ’'lets them have organised practice
and intramural league competition*li «Tr- iawarsnl,
secretary of the Minnesota State school my Curling
Association felt, *It gives students who don't like
contact sports a chance to engage In sports** Wayne
shell, curling coach in Lodi, flsconsln, said, Hffot just
the eons of curlers, but all students get a chance to
eurl*n Marv Crowley, Athletic Director at Superior,
Wisconsin, senior High School was all for his school-
sponsored curling pro ran* He noted, "The world ci.is5r-.pton
In curling last year was the dud Somerville rims of
superior and all four boys started curling in Superior
Senior High School*" A better opportunity with better
coaching seeded to be the post eotswon reason given sup-
porting the school sponsored program. It eecsae obvious
that the school Is the rest logical entity to operate a
curling program for school students*

Curlltig wad used for many different phases of
the physical education, athletic at?a recrostion pro,rams
in the various? schools. Table 10, page 39, illustrates
the number of schools or communities falling into each
category* Of these sixteen communities with interscholaa-
tlc curlIn?, twelve were In ffiseonsin* One other respond-

ent frees Wisconsin hoped to enter Intemaholaatie ooe.pet-
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itinn in the fall of 1966%*

VKWLE 10
PHA3H® OP TUB ACTIVITY PROQjIAI*
FOR WHICH CTOLIJfO J» USED

Fbaa© of the Activity Ffpgrmi *=|umber Far Cent
Fbyaleul education classes 9 16.89
Intramural activity 12 22.64
Zntaraohol rustic cospotition 16 50.19
recreational purposes 14 26.42
Other 2 3.77

Only thirtoan (81.85 por cent) of the sixteen
sohools which curled at the iuteraebolaatic level
indleeted that they ware In a league or conference,
rfce other three (1~.78 nor cent) had exhibition g&nou
-aid iw”™e-ani-loro Aeries with other schools. In Wis-
consin, there uere three irufcerachool curling leagues
under the control of tbs 7lcoonslIn Interscholuatlc
Athlotlc Association. It would seem that two of these
leagues Included four schools wall® the other one
included six.

Xntoraoljolestic curling was not wholeheartedly
accepted by those schools wra operated such a progra/ =
Tore then half the respondents (57.14 por cent) found

It to be about the same as bonaplel participation ulane.
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Bchmpl*!® would he7© to b© connid®rod as tntoracholaatic
competition since schools corap®t® against on® another*
In this survey, the Infcersobolaatic oorapotition refarrod
to scheduled ganeaca between two specific schools whoreas
bonsplel ®ossp#tltl<m roferred to curling tournaments
In which winners cojnpeted against winners. Two respond-
ents (14*89 per cent) stated that intersoholaatio oo«*
petition was less aatlafactory than bonaplel participation
while fotxr (SB.57 per cent) found it to b® wore satis-
factory. Mr* 31*1® noble of Fpynett®, 1aeonsin, found
the two levels of competition to be about the s«r®
because "both espiels and league play promote th® seem®
competitive competition*" Brian Gannett, curling coach
at /ftusau* Wisconsin, preferred bonspiel play# He stated,
"This is ry personal bias, bonspiel la traditional in
curling, more schools and boys are involved, ana in re
1 eediate competition*" fhea® wju> preferred tnterschol-
aatlc competition felt that nor© students were able to
participate In a better overall caliber of competition.
The number of gm s per season in the intarsenal-
astic leagues varied frots five to twenty. yoat schools
played one or two g®m®» per wee*: but one school reported
claying three entemcbolastle garv®a per week* These
curlers on the varsity rinks practiced an average of four

boars per wee™* All sixteen schools with intersaholastle

competition reported that they had a coach mho was, in
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{nost cases, a teselser paid extra fop this duty* Fourteen
{87*50 par cant) of the schools with internohool curling
offered school athletic letters for the »«rticlpants.

Twenty-eight respondents (77.78 par cent) statad
that they did not use curling in tbair physical education
classes while eight did uae the sport as a physical educa-
tion activity.

Table 11 Illlustrates the various reasons, cited by
respondents, that prevented schools fro® offering a unit

in curling*

7TAM 11
WwRMam me curling m hot oskd

Iff PHYSICAL BtJWJA?'OR CLASdm

Reason Number Per Cent
Lack of general student interest 5 13*16
Distance IVots the rinlc 14 56.84
Lack of qualified instructors 8 21.05
Considered bo H® an inapproprlate
activity 4 10*53
Other 7 18.42

M1 eight respondents who indicated that they
had curling classes stated that many of their students
developed interest in curling during their cl&an experi-

ence and, as a result, joined other curling leagues*



Ten respondents stated that they planned to fit curling
Into the physical education curriculum in the near
future*

Only Minnesota end Wisconsin declared a state
high school curling oharrpion. The Minnesota state
champion was declared by a charpionahip bonaplei* The
Wisconsin state champion was decided by a sectional
elimination playdown followed by o bonaplel for the
gualifiers from each region* neither Worth Dakota nor
mchlxm declared a state high school curling champion*

Table 12 tells of the levels of cotapetition at

which high school girls in the selected area competed*

TABLS 12

LEVELS OF CURLING COMPETITION FOR GIRLS

Level of Competition number Par Cent
Physical education classes 3 30*77
Intramural activity 9 34.62
Interacbolaatlc competition 0 00.00
Recreational purposes 9 34.62

Interest among girls wLo had been given a chance
to participate In a curling pro ‘ram had shown a definite
increase at the time of this survey. Table 13, page 43,
stews that in only one of nineteen cases had the level

of Interest decreased* The girls in more than three-
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14

ttwimm Arm mommmmo fo®» mtxtm m aunusm

Age Number Per Cent
Less than thirteen years of age 8 83,53
Thirteen years of age 13 39, S3
Fourteen 6 17,65
Fifteen 7 20.59
More than fifteen 0 00,00

Students of high school age ere Interested in
participating in activities which moot with the approval
of their follow students. 'Table IS relates the Xovel of
prestige associated with curling ability on the part of
high school students. It would seem significant that
In t.~.thirds of the cases9 the (mount of prestige which

eurllwf ability received was on the Increase#

table is

PUBSTIC® A330CIAT8D 9Ztt HIOM SCHOOL fim.LI»Q

ttimxmt of prestige Number Per Cent
decreasing 0 00.00
fteroalning constant 12 33.33

Increasing 24 66.67



Students who have been introduced to the g«®:0
of curling generally wanted to curl nore than they were
el lowed, by the school or the curlin,j club. Twenty-two
respondents (88.86 per cent) stated that their students
wanted to curl mope than thev were allowed while only
five (14.29 per cent) felt that their students did not
want raore curling than they were presently permitted.

In *1 ;ht cases (82.86 per cent) the respondent did not
knew wietber or not the students were satisfied with
the present amount of curling.

The Wisconsin Intorschol«3tic Athletic association
permitted students to participate In four boneplels per
.year, * » students In Wisconsin and other states do
not compete In. this m?my boneplels In a given year.
Table 16, page 46, shows the number of boneplels avail-
able to students in the selected area. The number of
boneplels tended to tneroaao every year. In only ten
cases of a possible' thirty wore there not mva boneplels
for students in 1965 than there were in 1960.

In six cormsunltles (15.79 per cent), the status
of curling w«s such that It drew participants from other
winter sports. In. eighteen cases (47,37 per cent) the
opposite was true while In fourteen Instances (36.64
per cent), the respondent did not know whether or not

curling drew partiatrents fror- other winter games.
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T\fSt& 16

of am?nm available

to uior octogol svvm m

Tur'ber of “maplels Avoliable Nuirber Per Cent
Tone 3 8.82
oG 4 11.76
Two 9 26.47
Three 5 14.71
Four 8 2b.53
?*r© than four 5 14.71

The Inowsiae In the interest that had been shown
in milling wa» fantastic at the time of tbia study. at>re
than seventy-five per cant of the eo™multtea realized an
Increase in ourlin& interest while no oowaaunitlo# felt a
decrease In interest, Table 17 illustrate® the increased

interest in curling.

TAQLIi 17
08KSHAL X9TBR3&? IS OUHLIKO

Interest Level Number Per Cent
Jocreaaod 0 00.00
Regained constant © 24.32
Increased 19 40.60

~reatlv increased 10 27.03



CHAPTER IV

DXdCtfciJIQB

It was gratifying to this writer to find that
only eight of the forty-eight returns Indicated that
no high school curling existed in their oarticular
oosKisnltliB. It was not so gratifying, however, to
discover that twenty~twe eotamunltlee which had. high
school curling did not anonsor a high school bonsplel.
Tills absence of bonspiels for high school ago students
la a shame since bonspiels are exciting and competitive
for the participants. In areas whore they have been
organised, bonspiels have helped to create interest In
curling among high school students,

The tremendous Increase in the muher of curling
participants In the selected area suggests that the game
has finally secured a liold In this region, £aob year,
psore and non curlers of all ages are anarming to the
rinks and each year wore communities are constructing
new or Improved curling facilities. This gam© has
been accepted in moat countries of the world In which
it has been given an opportunity, and It Is almost a
certainty that a sports-minded society as that of the

Tlhited states will be no exception.
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The expense of operatlttg the ousting program
was in no case an Insurmountable problem in operating
a birth school curling program. ‘rrhie survey indicated
that, in nost comsminitioa, curling club officials were
willing to naira their facilities available far the
promotion of curling for high school age youngsters.
After all, these youngsters are the future curlers of
America.

It would seen fair to require that students
buy their own curling broom hecau3®© this is all th©
equipment they need for the sport, ’'brooms cost 84*50
or less when bought by the do&en and one broom should
last mat students for an entire season. Students would
probably take better oar© of broods which were their own
than those Issued by th© school. Ths author feels that
th©® school should pay entry fees for students to attend
bonapid s. Ties© fees are nominal and in most cases
amount to less than >8.00 per rink per bonspiel. It
also seems reasonable to have the school pay any fees
which the curling club may charge for ice rental. Trans-
portation to and. from the curling rink could also easily
be provided by the school, ©speclolly In those oases
where the rink la more than a few blocks from the school.

?h© curling program for high school students woo
sponsored by the school in only twenty-four communities.

Sixteen of these twenty-four were in Wisconsin. The
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school would seen* fco b© feltd© moat logical entity to sponsor
the ourlin/ program for youngsters who attend school* ThO
reasons given by tics© schools which did not sponsor curl-
ing were, in most cases, feeble. More than one-third of
these schools did not sponsor owling merely because it
bad never been considered, Possibly some of theae schools
will learn of the merits of such an undertaking and will
adopt the curling program. Lack of qualified personnel
to supervise high school curling prevented twenty-five
per cent of the schools from sponsoring curling. It
seems to this author that moat teachers would be qual-
ified supervisors. They «ay not ->e qualified to coach
or instruct, but they could organise and administer the
programs with the help of students# No respondents
indicated that the expense of curling prevented the
school from sponsoring the program.

It was made obvious by this survey that apes
gualified instructors were needed to promote high
school curling. Possibly school administrators could
senst«Ser this aspect of the athletic program when hiring
new teachers.

Respondents from arena in which curling was
school sponsored felt that this type of sponsorship was
superior to any previous type, More than eighty per
cent of the respondents believed that since the scimol

accepted sponsorship of high school ourlin,?, the program



50

became issore beneficial to the participants*

only nine schools offered » unit in curling in
H¥l3teel o-iuoation Classen# I5fnee curling has & great
deal of carry-over value into later life, physical
educator® who have access to curling facilities could
do well In offering a unit in curling* In eight of the
nine ©©bools which offered a curling unit, the respondents
stated that many of their studenta developed interest in
curling in physical education classes and, m a result,
joined other leagues* This fact suggests that the
potential interest in curling Is present In many students
and that an introduction to the gawe could develop this
interest, 'fit® physical education class is .an ideal
condition in which to introduce students to a wide variety
of sports* including curling*

The main reason given for omitting curling from
the physical education etirrleuleMs was the problem of
transportation between the school and the curling rink*
Oorxmtlwg was a problem in fourteen oormmitioa, It
”-ey be a tough problem to overcome in son© cases*
Transporting the students to and frote the rina by
school bus would probably b© the simplest procedure.
Other communities stated various reasons, most of which
could easily be overcome* Ten other respondents stated

that they planned to use curling in physical education

«lesses in the future*
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The sport of curling could easily be adrainlstored
at the interaohel«atto level* Vary litlie equipment Is
needed for the snort and even smaller schools could
OOffinete since only four players comprise each team*
ffMa level of competition haul already been organized
in ftsconeln under the auspices of the Wisconsin Inter-
aobolaatle Athletic Association. Many respondents from
the other three states felt that their school would
sponsor curlini' for high school afro students if the
State High School Activities Association would adopt
the sport. Af such cpomonhlp were to teas place, high
school curlers would be under the same amount of control
as other high school athletes*

Sixteen communities which offered curling for
nigh school age students did not include girls in the
program* Of those areas in which girls were included
in high school curling, their interest in the sport
had been increasing at a tremendous rate. In only one
school had the level of interest among girls decreused
since the nrogrtm began and in nore than three-quarters
of the communities, the interest shown by the female
curlers had increased* All of these girls curled in
either physical education classes, intradural or rec-
reational leagues* Until 1966, there was no record of

any interacholastlc curling competition for girls* This

endeavor has been tried recently In parts of Canada and
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it has been met with a groat deal of approval. The
province of Alberta presently has an annual playdown

to determine the provincial high school girls* champion-
shir tearn, hundreds of girls frost all parts of the
province take part in these regional C©laydowns*

A very small number of respondents stated that
co- rocrenttonal leagues were included In their curling
program* This finding was surprising since this type
of organisation has been very eoumoa and extremely
satisfactory In programs with which this author has
been associated* It has been found in some oases that
this type of organisation serves as a stimulus to attract
members of both sexes to the curling club. High school
students are definitely at the age at which boys arid
girls enjoy being together and curling is one sport in
which boys and girls can compote together. This author
found, while working with the Orand Porks Park Board
curling urogram, that the girls were very Interested
in curling In leagues with two boys and two girls on
each team. Those girls were not so interested, however,
in competing with girls only. This survey revealed the
ssure types of findings. Kighty per cent of the respondents
concerned with co-recreations! curling stated co-recrea-
tional leagues attracted more girls than leagues Including
only girls. Sixty per cent of these respondents found

that the boys also would rather compete In oo-recreational
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OUpl 1
3tttdtnts of illgh school a Me oat Intere® ted

itdlpating in acllvifcies whleb i with che
il of thelr reel's* (br thlg rofusion, the author
sarestcd In datim Inlftg the uot of prestige
itad with eurllru* ahIXlty* Xxn BRI o the
this pre0%p® IMdn the ittOMase C*o fAw ‘respond-
STTfcS reported 8 CI90T'0s!58* The WTfIHIIItr Of high SChQOI
letters for curling participatlon would definitely
heir to increase the asjount of prestige associated with
\T sport. In 19ff># sist respondents felt
he sport of curling drew part:.io lpants ft.ta ©fcb
sports. Ab the interest raxi prestige tn OlilKL
JISPIUQ ila nurbar of participants drawn frora other
il MAI@ also i RfiPtIRED™
The increuse la the -nur>bar of curling p&rfclcipiinto
he $ast few *ears bas seen paralleled by the
Int**re»t Is Jhe apt)rt. fhe level of Interest
In the states surveyed showed a definite incwus® with
raore than one-fourth of the respondents stating that

their oor»sunifcy had experienced n "gnifft Increase* In

interest In curling.
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and Conclusions

e Of the forty-eight questionnaires returnee., only

elgr.t Indicated that ti,ors was no high school curling
program of any sort In their ©ormunifcy* Stoat of the
high school curling programs In the selected area
began in the late 1050'a or early 1960%*a.

""ho iioat prevalent oractloa In financing high school
curtim? waa for the sponsoring agent to pay league
carting fees, bonaptel entry fees end transportation
to and froa the curling rink* students were generally
required to purchase their own curling brooms*
Students frow large? corawunltiea with larger schools
bed a bettor opportunity to participate In an organised
curling prograru than did those students frow smaller
towns*

The cost of curling haa risen slightly but it Is still
a varv inexpensive sport for the participants In
relation to tours spent on the Ice enjoying the gome*
'sre then half* the ccwott;sttl*s in the selected area.
h«v» artificial curling ice, Several oorsnanitlea

have built new curlIn* rinks In th# past few rears
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to replace their old and, In some oases, original
buildings,

in slightly leaa than one-half of the communities
represented, the school atnletlo departraeata spon-
sored high school curling In 1065, This number
represents an Increase In school-sponsored pro--rar.ua*
In oases In which curling was not school-sponsored,
the main reason was that such sponsorship had never
bean considered* In no cases did the cost of curling
prevent a school from sponsoring a curling program
for high school students,

®hool-anonsored programs have proved themselves to
be wore beneficial than other types of sponsorship
in more than eighty per cent of the oases. Leas
than twenty per cent of the administrators of
school-sponsored programa found this school sponsor-
ship unchanged from other types of sponsorship in
terns of benefits to the participants. In no cases
was the schoolesponsored program found to be less
beneficial,

baas than twenty per cent of the schools surveyed
offered a unit in curling in their physical educa-
tion ppO*rar,

Verv few communities, In terns of the number of
communities with'high school curling pragratas, stated

that they sponsored a high school bOnapiel,
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11# teas tbm one-half of the schools In tkm selected

13*

15.

14>

15,

16.

area hodgctMl to help to finance high icinol curling#
In most cases, the curling clu™a footed the majority
of the expenses#

Wisconsin 1® the only state In the selected area
which has curling controlled by the Interaoholastlc
Athletic Association. Officials from Wisconsin
feel that this la the best weans of governing high
school ourllng* The benefits derived from Inter-
school competition were found to be about the earm#
as those derived from bonapiel participation alone#
Fourteen aohools offered .athletic letters for curling
participation*

The moat prevalent reason preventing the utilisation
of curling In physical edue t.ion classes ®as the
distance of the school from the rink and the problem
of transportation between the two. Mere than one-
third of the schools with no physical education
curling unit at the present time stated that they
planned to begin one In the near future#

State Champion curllag teems were declared only in
Minnesota and $laeonsin* This will more than likely
be the trend to be followed in other states#

Only fcwenty-aix aohoole offered curling for girls*
The interest 1*1 curllnc among high school girl® was

Increasing in snore than three-fourth* of the cases
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and In only on® case was the level of Interest
among girls decreasing*

17. Only ten schools offered co-rocre<>tlonal curling*
Klghtv per cent of these respondents felt that oo-
recreational curling leagues attracted more girls
than leagues Including only girls. Sixty per cent
stated that more bows were attracted to co-recreational
leagues than those In which only boys participated™*

18. The rcsrondenfca enerally felt that students should
begin to curl at an age in the late pro-teens or
early toons,

IS* The amount of prestige associated with curling
ability la undoubtedly on the increase*

20* In almost two-thirds of the cases, students wanted
more curling then they were permitfeed at the tirae
of the survey*

21. The number of Mgr. school bonaoiels available to
high school students ranged from none for 8.53 per
cent to more than four for 14*71 per cent* There
were many more bonspiels available to high school
students In 1965 than there were in 1960*

22, in six schools, curling drew atudents who would
otherwise be participating in other winter sports*
in fourteen schools the respondents did not know
whether or not curling drew participants from other

sports*
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In no eases has the general Interest in curling
shown a decrease. In ratoro than twenty-five per
cent of the coiwaunities a great increase in curling

interest has been reported.

Recomendatlons

The results of this survey allow the author

to make the following recommendations concerning high

school curlings

1.

3*

The curling proaram for high school age students

in each eo rwnity ehoulc be adwinistored and sponsored
by the school. The school la responsible for pro-
viding the students wit* activities which they can
use in their leisure tine In the future and curling
has a great deal of carry-over Into later life. A
school staff wewbor should supervise the program

even if he 1» not fully qualified as a coach.

The schools should budget to pay for league curling
fees, bonapiel entry fees as well as transportation
to and frorm the rink or to out-of-town ganeo. Students
should buy their own curling brooms.

School athletic letters should be given to those
peril©!cent* representing their school In the sport
of curling*

if at all possible, curl.inf should be incorporated
into the physical education program to offer all

students at least in introduction to the game.
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5, h state high school ousting champion should be declared
in each atat®© and the ost logical method «©uld be to
have regional elimination playdowoa follow®©1 by &
bonsptel for the regional qualifiers, duoh a champion-
ship could acrv©® aa a Motivational device for all
high school curlers,

6* Each community with curling facilities should sponsor
ft high school boueplel, Wonsplels are easy to plan
as well as inexpensive to administer and they are
+3*0itint and competitive for the student curlers,

#he *wM«w of accommodations for the visiting ourlers
could be overcome by billeting them with ®i»« town
students or Interested adult ourlers,

*?, Co~rocrr*1llon»l curling should bo encouraged., Boys
and girls of this Age IIk© to eowspet® with each other
end on-recreational leagues tend to attract both
sexes to the rime,

P, The minimum age for curling participation will vary
fror student to student. The mein criterion should
be that the student have sufficient strength to
slide the rooa from one end of the rim to the other,

9, More emphasis should b© placed upon the inclusion
of girls in high school curling. This is a sport
women can enjoy for many vesrs in later life. Bearly
all eurling clubs have ft women*s division and most of

the better female curlers are those who began the
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Rwsm at a reasonably early a-a.

High school curling should be under the auspices of
the state High school Activities Aeaoolction a? that
all program are under centraliced control. Under
the State High Sebeel Activities Association, either
cornetitlon In bonap!els or scheduled tnteracbool
games or a combination of the two would be satis-
factory.

Several schools did not sponsor curling for
the sterile reason that It was not a State High school
Activities Association sponsored sport. Jsmes sharp,
the curlln- coach at Uemldji, Minnesota, sttwraed up
the feelings of this author and of ntmy other
enthusiast* of high school curling when he stated
on the questionnaire he returneds

Our school board and administration will
support curling just as they do any other sport
when It becomes a state high school league
eponsored sport. It la the belief of our
administration that under the state high school
league the school would have some control over
the students at the various bonaplels around
the state. At present, these students are fix-
ing with adults who smoke, drink. and swear which
la not conducive to a high school sport. It
would be very unfair to student® participating
in basketball, wrestling, cite, for the school
to apanaor a sport and ©flow these tilings to go
on when individuals in basketball or wrestling
cannot do these things or he la penalised for
it by th® state hi/d scljogl leugue*

It JJa my belief that the one main recommend-
atlon from your paper should H» th© acceptance
of eurltn™ by the state school league*
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?5 i>art«iouth Drive,
Orand forks, north Dakota,

lovember 1S, 1965.

Dear

I am « graduate student at the University of ’'forth Dakota.
X have chosen as ary Master* Thesis topic "Qurling Partic-
ipation Anong High school Age Students In Selected States
of the Upper Midwest.t The study Is being conducted
under the direction of Walter C. Koenig, Director of
Graduate Study in the Department of Health, Physical
'Education and Bccrosvtlon.

vfould you please give this letter and questionnaire to
the person in your cojsa&tlty who is most closely asso-
ciated with or who is most familiar with high school
curling in your area. Possibly you would be the person
in your community best qualified to answer the question-
naire* If there la no high school curling at all in your
area, please oomnlete part I of the questionnaire and
return, it.

It eeeam apparent that very little has been done in most
areas of the United States to promote high school curling,
one primary purpose of this survey Is to establish the
current level of interest In high school curling. Another
la to use information gained as a basis for recommendations
designed to foster the development of high school curling
as an integral part of the state high school activities
program*

Your help i» essential in collecting the data for this
survey: pleas© fill out the questionnaire and return It
no later than December 10th* | will gladly send you a
stttwaary of the results of the survey if you so indicate
on the questionnaire.

The questions have been construetod an that the question-
naire may be completed In approximately ten (10) minutes,

sinclosed you will find a stamped, self-addressed envelope
for your convenience.

Your help end cooperation are greatly appreciated.
Tour® truly,
Don fotiinger,
dradust©® Assistant,
If you have any infer at!lon nertainlag to high school
curling which la not called for by any of the Questions,

please feel free to add it in any blank space or on the
back of the last page of the questionnaire.



A SURVEY OF OORUCH™ PAIIMOIPATI m AMONO hlI'OH SCHOOL AG3

am>»wps Xt a*2LJJOT«D &ta*m of th& uppma axaaflfti*

X. Information concerning your town and school

Your name N

Title (concerning high school curling; e.g* curling
ooaoh, curlinf club twwltty, ®to.)

Address* to which results will be sent.

1* Name of your town Or city

N?in©® of school

2, Population of vour town; pleas©® check
leas than 1,000
between 1,000 and 10,000
| between 10,000 end 40,000
more than 40,000

3, Enrollment of your aonoolj please check
less than 200
) between 200 and 500
AN 'r'ri more than 800

4, (trades included in your schools please check
_ 10 through 12
9 through 12
7 through 12
1 through 12

11* history of purlin,;? in your cn-~gfunlty

1* Curling in general
a) Year of origin of curling in your area
Original male membership (that is,
number of original members)
G << i ™ Original female membership
b) Present male membership
Present female membership

64
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2, ftegardlesa of spcmsor&nip, In what ve«r was the

curlinn rl first oaue available for bfgb acted

students m a group?

a) Origins! male student laedbershlp
Original female student, membership

b) Present male student- membership

Present female stuuont membership

5. improvement of curlin;* facilities sins© ©riginj
pie-**© ebook

— Hots rink * —- * * - - Year
irtifioisl lo» Installatton Ysar
Hnlargsd original rink — --—-------- Year
Other (pleas®© list) -—-----mmmmm- - Year

4. Answer this question only if there is a high school
bosaspiel In your community* Year of original bon-
*

spiel
a) JTuwbsr of entries in the original bonspiel
. 'r’sstaer of rinks entered in last year*©’
bonaplel

financing high acted purling

1. tees your school allot saoney to help sponsor curling*
Yea
Ho

tf so, k-m rmch money per year?

2* To®© importance of expense aa a factor limiting the
development of high school curling, (Pleas®© rank
the following in order with 1 meaning greeteat
importance—-omit those which do not pertain to
your community, )

To the curling club

"b the acted athletic department

To the individual students

" To the Poorestion or Parks department
Other (please list)

3, Since its origin, the coat of curling

®) the atudent b) to the sponsoring ageist

. hss'iecraaaedl ____ has decreased

: has retrained eoaatant ___ has remained constant
has Increased ____ has increased

4. 'eho pays the followinjj expenses?

a) isague curling fees b) tonspiel entry fees
Individual students Individual students
School ] School

___ Ourltng aiub (hurliiig Club

Other (please list) ____ Other (pteeae list)



e) Ourlin# Breeds d} Transportation to
curling rink
individual students Individual students
School . ohool
____ Curling Club _____ Curling UXub _
Other (please Hat) Other (pleas®© list)

IV*¥ Ad* U 1stration of >Ig» school curling prograta

1. m*> sponsors the high aciool curling program?
Curling Club
school Athi©tic oepartewmt
students
Recreation or Farit Poard
, Other (pleas® H at)

2. Ans«op only If curling la not school-sponsored#

wtf doca your school not anonaor curlinf*?

‘Jtto expensive

Lack of Qualified personnel to supervise
Leek of interest er-ong those qualified to
supervise

1Sever been considered

Other (please list)

5* Answer only if curling la sebool-epcneored#

dine© tiie school adopted curling, the program la
less beneficial to the participants

__unchanged o
~~IM"™ E-ore beneficial to the participants
ITeaaon
V* dtatua of aohool curling in your cof-“nmltt

1# For which of the following la curling used?
Physical education classes
Intramural activity
~ Interaolsjlaattc coapetifcion
fteoreational porpoact only
‘ Other (pleas© H at)

' Answer oi*lt if curling ts an interaebool snort#
*) Are you in a league or conference?
Yes

Vo

If vour school does compete in a league, iscw many
schools compete in I1t?



67

b) Compared to bouspiel participation alone,
intorsebool tewpetifeicm has been found to be
unsatisfactory
about the aaiae
anre satisfactory
Wesson N

C) The league aohe&slc ootiaiataof gawea, (total
number of ”“*ansos)

2ach tears plays Rare3 par week.

The curlers orm kTc'e "aporoxi®.ately hours per

week* {lumber of mum per seek ap«vt“oraotlcin,-— =

not including league genes*)

d} Do vou have a dupllng coach?

Yes

W/fz\l%eévbyour school offer a letter for curling?
T"m

~ ~ Mo

TT~"o, in uhrat year did this practice begin?

Answer only if curling is used for Physical gdueetion
classes,
a) jfHIv'mmy weeks In a unit?
Deye per week?
Hours per day?
b) yo esany of your~ HTmTonta develop interest In
curling in Physical Education classes and as
a result Join other leagues?
Yea

ZH Z m

Answer only if curling la not used for physical
Sdueaticn classes*
a) i9fey is curling not used for physical Education
elapses?
hack of general student interest
Distance fwn the rink
Lack of qualified instructors
Oonslder it to be an Inappropriate activity
Other (please list)
T>TTS* you plan to use curling for classes in the
future?
Yes

Answer only if your state aeol&res a state high
school curling oh&mplon,
K>w is _the state ohiispion declared?
State Championship bonaoiel

Championship elimination playdown
Other (please explain)
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msmr only if you here high school curling for girls,
a) «t whet level is the competition for girls?
Physiosi ifdueatlon Clesaea
intromureil activity
Xnteerseholaafcio compstltion
Merely for rocreattonal aurnoaos
Other (please list)
tiTtWfcerect in mrlim «flsng high school girls s
..... decreasing
nmaining aoitgilSMnt
insrssstng

Answer only if you i.sve eo-neoreatioral curling

for high school students,

«) .Do you feel' that co-re©reafcionel leagues attract
jjioro girls than ones in which only girls partic-
ipate?

Yes

*
b) Do eo-meresttonal leagues attract «ap# boys than
strictly male leagues?
Yea
2272 0

lat age do you feel should b® the ~Xnimta for curl-
iny participation?
. |§iss than veers

~——ee- 14

IS
Itor© than 15

The amount of prestige associated vifch being s
good curler is
_______decreasing

regaining constant

increasing

Do your students seem to went usore curling than
they are presently permitted?

Yea

»0

< Wakneum

Jfoaaber of hensoiels available to your high school
curlers

*«me Three
Four
—..... "'wo More than four

Are snere now more bonaolela avaTTable than tier®
were five years ago*

Tea
~ NO



Do you feed that the Interoat In eurilng is such

that it draws oartiolpent# from other winter sports
Ye*

""T ~ No

---------- rTnknown

Interest in curling In general (not sorely high
school curling) In your area hast

deeroused

regained constant

____ir.creused
" greatly Increased

#;>uld you be interested in a copy of the results

of this survey?
Yes
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M ahee
Cavalier
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>rayton
Kdmore
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Fordvillo
Oraffcon
Oread Forks
Langdcn

M iltong
Minot

Park Fiver
Peisblna
Petersburg
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Return Received

Bam/cijl

Hubl

Chlabola

Duluth (Cantral)
Duluth (Danfteld)
Duluth fB«Mit)
Duluth (Vent)
Sveletto

Gilbert

-rand liarata
l;alio ok

Ribbing
International Falla
Mankato

Mapleton

Roseau

$t* Paul

iit, Paul

TM»f River Falla
Two Harbors
Virginia

Total

»I»H2S0?A

X X X X X

X X X X X

X X X X X X

16

Ho return

For cent return * 76,16 p®r o«nt

72



Appleton
Clintonvlll®©
Eau Oleine
Oalesvllle
Janesville

La Orosse

Lodi

Madison (Central)
Madison (East}
Madison (West)
Medford
Milwaukee
Monroe
Pardeevlll©
Port Edwards
Portage
Poynett©
Racine
Stevens Point
Superior
"rernpeauletiu
Two Hivera
Waupaca
Wausau
Wauwatosa

Total

Per cent return » BO per cent

f1I30QU3X»

Return Received

X

wh

X

X X X X X X X X X X

>

20

No Return



5T HIASS

teturn Raoaivad

Dafcroit

East Lansing
nint
midland

Total

Par e»nt return

«

fifty par cant

74

Jeo Return
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