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Introduction.

It has been my pleasure to study the 1life and works of
Friedrich Steines to seme extent, He is an interesting character
for he was one of the strong pioneers on the western frontier in
the days of 1834 when St. Louis was a small town, Expecially
is he interesting from an educational point of view because of |
hies progressive ideas and because he was the first German school-
master west of the Mississippi River, But he was not only a |
teacher. He has also left us & number of fine poems,

It is the purpose of this paper to give something of his
political background, to tell the story of his life, to tell of
his teaching experiences, and to discuss his poetry.

Since he has not been written of before, 8ll the facts
contained in this paper, with the exception of the politicel
background, have been gleaned from original unpublished letters
and other documents. For the material used in the background
the following works were consulted.
1. Bayard Taylor: "History of Germany". pages 309-429
2, Henderson: "Short History of Germany". pages 1-410
8. Lewis: "History of Germany". pages 495-688
4., Von Sybel: "Founding of the German Empire". pages 1-300
5. Kuno Fra&ke: "A History of German Literature as

determined by Social Forces". pages 228-544

6. Carl Schurz: "Reminiscences". pages 133-305




Chapter I,

The Country Thich Produced Friedrich Steines,

In order to study thoroughly any man's life and works, it bea
comes necessary to familiarize ourselves with the characteristics
of the country which produced him, We must know something about
his surroundings and the country in which he was molded. Thus,
for a better understanding of the man,teacher, and poet, Fried-
rich Steines, I shall briefly discuss his historical background,
namely, the situation in Germany prior to and during the early
part of his life,

It is almost impossible to tell the story intelligently by
beginning in the middle and finishing it, Neither is it possible
in desling with the political situation of Germany during the first
part of the nineteenth century, to begin with the date 1800 &and
continue to the end of the century., Germeany's rise to power began
and continued in such definite steps that in order to understand
any phase of the development clearly we must know something of its
gradual evolution, For this reason I shall briefly enumerate the
important steps which laid a foundation and made it pdssible for
Frederick the Great to create Prussia, s Buropean power,

With the end of the Thirty Years War, concluded by the Peace
of Westphalia in 1648, Germany, & national state which figured in
the polities of Europe, eeased to exist, Politicelly in shreds, ec-
onomically exhausted, commercially dead, intellectually stunted,
and humanly depopulated, it remained nothing but a barren waste,

Back in the Middle Ages, however, there came into being a-

mong other principalities, one which was called Brandenburg, Its

origin was military protection., Esrly it came under the leader-
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ship of men from the Hohenzollern House who, 2lthough not remark-
able rulers, were able to safeguard it and incressd its wealth,
population, territory, and military strength so that it held its
own in the orisis of the Thirty Years War,

In 1640 Fredeick William the Elector came to the throne, He
witnessed the hopeless struggle in the closing years of the war,
understood finance, economy, government, and commercial hostilities,
had confidence in his constructive ability and set to work with the
state always uppermost in his mind, He soon saw that Branden-
burg could never maintain its existence without a strong standing
army and immediately began the process of creating one, Under him
the 1little province became a nucleus of energy‘and strength and at
the end of his reign occupied the leading place in northern Ger-
many, He called into being a centralized administration and & pro=
fessional army, two factors which maintained the state during the
reign of his weakling son,Frederick I (1688-1713),

Frederick William I, father of Frederick the Great, ceme to
the throne in 1713, He followed in the footstepé of the Elector,
His system of gevernment, although rude in many wags, was system-
atic and vigorous as & result of his own dominating personality,

He practised rigid economy, furthered industry, made education of
children compulsory, and maintained & large standing army, When
his death occurred in 1740 he left a state with the population of
2,600,000 inhabitangs, and an area of about 50,000 square miles,
Bducation was on the high ygdy road to success, the army was strong,
and about 9,000,000 Thalers reposed safely in the treasury.

Frederick the Great succeeded him and continued in the work

which had been so well begun, He was forced to wage several wars
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and in the first one, the War of the Austrian Succession which
ended in 1748, he acquired Silesia, This was not 2ll1 however, for
he created & mortal enemy in Meria Therese of Austria, and the ri-
valry between Prussia and Austria started here, was to last for
more than one hundred years. In the second war, The Seven Years
War,(1766-1763) Prussia was all but crushed. The timely interfer-
ence of Russia saved her, but underneath and deeper than this wsas
felt FPrederick’'s military skill, moral courage, and power of en-
durancs.

At the end of his reign the national soul of his state had
been stirred and & new Germeny began to emerge. It was unified
in interests and dominated by the powerful personality of its
king who was at once an autocrat and a servant of his people. Kuno
Franke says of him in his History of German Literature (1), "He
gave to Prussias an Administration more efficient and more just
than existed in any European country of his time. He established,
in principle at least, equality of all his subjects before the
law, He made the unrestricted liberty of religious belief and
philosophical thought a fundamental prineciple of legislation. He
delivered Germany from the curse of princely libértintsm, whiech
for more than & centruy had been gnawing at the very root of her
national l1ife. In & word he gave the sanction df the state to
that protest sgainst arbitrary despotism which we have seen to be
the motive power in German intellectual life during the preceding
epoch," The dualism in his political attitude led, in the nine-
teenth centmwy, to & populer demand for & share in the government

and eventually the creation of the German state.

An age is always reflected in literature. In this periodthe
(1) Kuno Franke: "History of German Literature". Peges 231-272.




mirror of reflection is the works of Xlopstock, Wieland, and Les-
sing, all of which aim at intelleectual and spiritusl freedom.

Klopstock, the exalted ideslist, (1784-1803) waes a threefold
leader of a downtrodden people. It seemed &8 though he realized
that Prussia needed & higher view of humen existence, the kindling
of larger emotions and the pointing out of loftier ideals. In his
works he gave utterance to a needed religious idealism, exalted
nationalism so that it was destined to inspire his generation with
& new faith in Germany's political future, &nd kindled the flame
of universal sympathy.

Wieland (1733-1813) the men of universsl culture, helped in
the preparation for intellectusl freedom and universality of humen
interest and endeavor. He fostered & refined sensuality end at-
tempted to develop the realistic current in German literature

Lessing (1729-1781) contributed intellectual fearlessness
and constructive energy. He has done more than sny other men of
the period to solve the problems of literary and artistic reform,
of social progress, and religioue emancipation. He together with
Wieland and Klopstock were the forerunners of the Storm and Stress
period whose watchword was, according to Kuno Franke, in his His-
tory of German Literature, individualism (2)--"Destruection of every
berrier to individual growth; war against authority of whatever
kind; the glorification of primitive, uncorrupted nature, of in-
stinet,of passion, of genius; the vilification of the existing
social order, of regularity, of learning, of conscious effort."

Because of a mild reform policy adopted by the governments, the

political decentralizetion of Germany, &and the intellectual nature

of the agitation, it remained an intellectual revolution instead

of expres- :
- (2) Kuno Franke: "History of German Literature." Page 30l.



!

I 5.

e e S A .

;aing itself i; f;litioe as it had done in France,

| The literary exponents of this period were Herder ,Kant Goethe,
'and Schiller, Herder (1744-1803) was & follower of Roussesu who
'preached freedom and individuality, It wgs not the individual soulj
ihowovor, bnﬁ the soul of the people which he glorified, He saw the’
lgreat achievements of civilization as the outgrowth of national ine |
8tincts and conditions, as a collectivistic produect, While he saw
jmankind a8 an organic whole consisting of individual types, Kant

?( 1724.1804) saw it as & community of moral Beings held together by
'the stern law of duty, He combined empiriciem and idealism in anchg
?a manner that personality usurped the place of individuality, The |
?teaohings of thaése two men resulted in the regeneration of Prussia
:by such men as Fichte, Humboldt,Stein, and Scharnhorst,

T Similar to the close relation existing between tle two phiw
llonPhers, we find a distinet harmony between the two poets Goethe
and Schiller, Goethe, like Herder, saw an organic unity consiatingi
lof se many individuals, His field of stuly was nature and humsn, |
;affoctions, and his ultimate aim was aesthetic universality. Sohil-l
glor, like Eant, saw life as a continual struggle for perfection

and in thies struggle strove for moral freedom, He worked in the
ffiold of history and human aspirations, Although separate and dis- |
:tinot on certain principles the ideals of Goethe and Schiller were j
identical, We might call this ideal & perfect all-embracing per- %
;sonality.

The Storm and S5tress period extended over the closing year

|
%of the eighteenth century, Frederick the Great's illustrious
Ereign had come to a close in 1786 and he had been succeeded by his

P@&k and dissolute nephew,Frederick William II, whose unstable |

o Jrelz&rg!e.r _expressed itself in & weak governpent, He in turn was



succeeded in 1797 by &n irresolute son who continued in his fa-

ther's slack footsteps and who was soon forced into the war. The
disaster came in 1806 when the Prussian forces were defeated by
Napolean in the battle of Jena. Henceforth Prussia was under the
heavy yoke of Napoleon. Its people were physieally and mentally
erushed.

Out of the chaos, inspired by the nobility of Queen Louise,
there arose & powerful administrator, Stein; an educational re-
former, Humboldt; & military diplomat, Scharnhorst; and patriotic
ideslists, the great poets. These men succeeded in reawsekening
the courageous national spirit of the people. They realized, each
in their own way, that in union there is strength, and founded the
creed of the nineteenth century which is collectivism. They aimed
to reorganize life on & national basis and to concentrate individ-
ual endeavor into & central power. With them the individual be-
came, not a factor by himself alone, but & useful link in the gre=st
chain--the state.

The exponents of this great collectivistic tendency were
Sehleirmacher, Fichte, and Arndt. Schleiermacher felt keenly the
loneliness of isolated individuality, the lack of community inter-
este. He preached the doctrine of sn all-embracing and all con-
trolling spiritual order. More than Kant, Herder,Goethe, and
Schiller, he felt the need of rooting out individual culture &nd
substituting for it universal convietions regarding the ultimate
aims of existence. PFichte was the forerunner of modern social-
ism, The absorption of the individusl in common life, was his
theme and & perfect society the aim. Arndt expresses Fichte's
ideals but not through philosophic speculation. He appealed strong-

ly to the national sense of honor. Out of the doectrine of =lt-




ruism preached by these men arose, between 1806--1870, the German

State.

Prussie, having gredually recovered from the wounds of its
ecrushing defeat, had been secretly and patiently waiting for anm op-
portunity to throw off the French yoke. The year 1812 furnished
the longed for opportunity. Napolecn attempted to conguer all
surope, but nature conspired against him. Conditions of heelih &ard
weather made it necessary for him to retreat from Russia. Rumors
of this retreat spread guieckly. Not only Prussie but men from all
. parts of Germeny rallied to the cause--liberstion from tyranny--and
thus the war of Liberation was begun in 1813, England, Austries, end
Prussia joined the ranks. Napoleon was captured in 1814 snd forced
to abdicate, He was seut to the island of Elba in honorable exile,
but returned in 1815 to resume his former plens. Friends rsesllied
eround him and triumphently he entered Peris. He was defeated at
the battle of Waterlco &nd this time exiled to the island of Helena.

The whole affair was settled at t he Congress of Vienna (1815)
which restored to Prussia as mueh territory as she had held before
the disgrace of 1806. The little kingdom had not suffered so in-
tensely and was not broken in spirit. On the contrary I might say
that morally it was strong and physically it tended to be, for it
once more assumed an important position in Europe&n polities.

Two important influences were felt permanently &s & result
of Kapoleonicec troubles. First, the many little provinces had been
disposed of and a certain social and political solidarity was felt.
Second, the people had exercised a certain asmount of freedom in
some métters which aroused the spirit of democrscy. This had been

stimulated by Stein end was reenforced in 1815 when Frederick Wil-
liem III promised that & représentation of the people should be




| egtablished in Prussia. They preised him heartily for grenting
this privilege, but little did they realize that it would never
have been given had the king not been forced.

For & time after the was the tendency was once more toward
absolutism because of the peace and unity which it had brought
with it. PFrederick Williem III therefore retracted his promise re-
garding representation and the dissppointed people once more saw
their hopes shattered. He vetoed every attempt to obtain & psrlia-
ment and &djourned meny meetings. He was & descendant of the
spirit of enlightenment, however, and for this reason his autocratie
rule could be endured.

The Prussian schools were taken by the government. Msany pri-
mary and high schools were built. Lehrfreiheit and Lernfreiheit
was introduced in &ll the older universities, and publie school
attendance was made compulsory for all children. Thus by 1880 il-
literacy had disappeared and Prussia towered above her neighbors in
education,

In 18165 a trade reform was begun. PFinanciers and administra-
tors became interested in the English system and finally suggested
& union of Prussia as a trading state in which petty tariffs
should be abolished. This was grented and its influence spread. In
1842 in spite of opposition from the petty princes, consolidation: |
was agreed upon. Financial barriers fell and Germany became an
immense trading territory.

Austria had been omitted from the trade union and now &8 be-
fore remeained Prussia's rival for the leadership of Germany. She
felt herself losing ground, however, for people began to lend favor-

able ears to Prussia, the scientifie, intellectual, and progressive
state. Prussians demanded & constitution and a union of Germéany
. but Frederick William IV who had succeeded his father in 1840, had

B | w L it LIS
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the same petrified politioal thoorios as his worthy parent aidd

showed no inclination to gratify their demands, In 1847 he called |
together delegates from the provincial assemblies but when they of- |
fered opposition he dismissed them indefinately. Once more the sit-

uation was hopeless,

| In 1848 a revolution brokeain Paris aidd was immediately fole
?lo'cd by one in Vienna, The same thing threatened Prussia, and
frightened by & prospective civil war, Frederick William IV at last |
égave hie consent to & Prussiasn constitution and the union of Gere |
—

| Two assemblies met in May of 1648, a local one at Berlin, and
;a national one at Frankfort-on-the-Main, The former drew up & come
‘plicatod constitution which the king promptly rejected, To his |
‘groat surprise nothing happened, 80 he decided to offer the people |
one of his own manufscture in which parts of the other document

were included, This, with some revisions, was accepted in 1850, The
other assembly was & nationael one which tried to unify Germany, Af$.
:or much debate, the majority of its members agreed to elect the i
Pruseian king as emperor of Germany and thus dispense with the Aus-
trian rivalry question, They took their offer to the king and he
:rofuaed to be emperor because Austria threatened him with war and
;ho had not been elected by his fellow princes. He was not great
enough to accept this gift from his people and bravely face trouble,
consequently the unification of Germany was not to be realized un-

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
l
t11 1971, ?
|
|
|
—
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chaptor 11,

Life of Friedrich Steines,

f
!
|

Friedrich Steines was the son of a mester shoemaker, He was

but not an exceptionally bright child, there is nothing very re-

barkablo about his childhood, He possessed one strong trait, how-
Eevor;'hich manifested itself very early, and that was rebellion a-
'gainst presumptive authority., He could not bear to have his rights
iinfringed upon., This trait need not seem strange to us if we will

1
only recall the politisal situation in Germany, French tyranny

@uring these years became more and more pronounced and the disaster

Pf Jen& ococurred when the child was only four years old, When all

Pormany dispised foreign rule, 1t is hardly to be wondered at that

whis very feeling expressed itself in the youth as well as the agod |

Pf the land,
! At the age of five years, Friedrich was sent to & parish
%ohool. His education was closely supervised by & loving but ex-
Boting father who favored education, and spent his evenings study-
%ng with his seven industrious children, In this delightful way
&ho first ten years of Friedrich's life passed,

| In 1816 he was confirmed by the pastor of his church and ina |

{
| same year became a subordinate teacher in Barmen., Thus he very

l

his brother was a teacher, Among other things he studied and
loved foreign languages such as lLatin, French, and Greek, Due to

the fact that a younger boy had once corrected him on & German

(Taken from original unpublished letters and other documents)|

born on December 4,1802,at Keftwig on the Ruhr river, Being an alert

“tha |

.early began his life work., The next year he once more returned to |

' his beloved studies by attending a Normal School at Elberfeld whoro'
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| sontonoo;hh;»;;;;d %or mé;ter ﬁié ﬁotioi tongue first of ail.i He
' wished to have actual practice and develop style,so he began a cor-
3 respondence with a friend and let an instructor oriticise most of
| the letters, In these he used both poetry and prose. In addition
| to his regular cousse he pursued the study of music acquiring pro-
,; ficiency on the piano and trying his hand at composition, ‘
j Bec:iizgo teach at Hassels and in 1818 at Loehdorf, in esach
instance taking the place vacated by an older brother, When he
| taught at Hasseld he was not yet sixteen years old but it seems
| that he met the reqmwirements o he would not have been called to
' Loehdorf to succeed his brother, He was happy and in spite of his
work he faithfully pursued some studies, Then a series of great
blows came, His brother at Loehdorf and two other brothers, a
| sister, the friend with whom he had corresponded, and a little
sweetheart who had been the inspiration of poetry which had been in-

cluded in his letters, all died in guick succession,

Balm for the terrible wound he found by burying himself in
| the school work at Loehdorf where he taught, with the exception of

one year, from 1818 to 1834, The excepted year was the one from

|
|
!
!
|

' 1821.1822 which he spent in miliyary training, We read in his au
itobiograpyy,"tftor two years of work in Loehdorf, I spent a year 1n§

the service of my king., This was indeed a year rich in experiences

|
{Porhapa at no time in my life did I gain so much knowledge of man-
i kind as during this period of my military service, My inborn foel-§

ing of justice was oftem greviously hurt, but the stern rules of

military service always forced me to submit again to the restraint ?

they impose, tho I inaya felt as tho I were incarcerated, ;
"My period of military training having ended I returmed to

my formor»etgtioqﬂgpiLoghgo;f; here my brother Peter had filled

|

|

|

e e e —_— o TR }
|

|
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my place as teacher during my absence. With lofty ideals and firm
resolutions I began again to teach, at the same time resolved not
to neglect my own private study." He was married in 1824, at the
age of twenty-two.

His work as a teacher 1 wish to discuss under & separsate
heading but here I will simply state that he suffered many vexs-
tions to which other teachers have been subjected. He was pro-
gressive and offered suggestions which fell on the desf ears of
antiguated, unprogressive, higher authorities. In addition to his
efforts to further educetion, he tried to sccomplish other worth
while things. He planned and received governmental sanction to
lay out and establish a tree nursery in connections with his
school, Several years of work put the project well under way,.
Bitter disappointment came when the government refused to allow
him the original sum of money and declined to return to him the
amount he himself had advanced to further the undertaking.

Still patient, Steines waited for better fortune when he could
once more rejoipe in the juetice of his government. The bresk ceme
in 1871 when &ccording to the rules of military service he wsas
sub jeot to second summons but petty officers insisted on keeping
him in the list subject to first summons. He complained and the
matter was taken to court. The trial was & political farce, &
travesty in justice, and the malicious officers afterwards even
held up Steines &s & warning to other militismen. This insult to
his sensitive nature was too much. He appealed to the king, Fred-
erick William III, and demanded a public apology from the officizal.
In January 1834 & reply came which was so unsatisfactory and

ambiguous that Steines immedistely resolved to leave Germany with
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its petty officialdom and autocracy and come to America.

He had read Gottfried Duden's famous "Report", giving & glow-
ing description of the Missouri Valley, and received many enthu-
siastic letters from his brother Hermann who had come to America
in 1833, He even visited Duden in order to meke more inguiries
about the new country and received much encouragement from this
gentleman, who had spent a number of years on the lower Missouri,
and who described the country as one in which milk and honey
flowed, where the opportunities for parents to bring up a family
were unsurpessed, as far as physical environment was concerned,
where land was almost free, where man was free, where democracy
reigned and autoeratic rule and military oppression were 2 myth.
Enthused by this information, & number of families from Solingen,
left Rotterdam on April 17, 1834. In all the Solingen Emigration
Society, as it was called, numbered one hundred and fifty-three
persons, Steines was their leader.

Leaving Germany was not altogether a&s easy as he expected it
to be, for he was now persona non grata with the government. The
difficulty arose in securing valid passports., He and a friend did
much arguing and traveling before they finally obtained satisfac-
tory passes from the government. This delay only aggravated his
anger and he was all the more anxious to shake the dust of Europe
from his feet. Very well does he express his feelings in a letter
written at the time, and I shall take the liberty of quoting a part
of it in translation form, "Oh Europe! EurOpe! what unnaturel exer-
tions your distorted conditions make necessary! I feel that T am
fortunate to be so close to your borders. Even my last hours

spent in you must bring such things to my attention that my depert-
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ure msy be made more easy. Is it not painful, most painful to

have to curse one's fatherland because selfish crowned despots

have forged about her bonds, so that a human being, who has the 1ov§
of freedom in his breast,can not endure to live within her borders?
| Parewell Germany! Farewell Burope! May there rise over you & new, |
& more cheering sun, whose light will send peace and joy into the
hearts of men,
#5 young Elglishman who took breakfast with me ale® cursed his|
| wretched difficulties with his passes., He said such things were un;
known in England., Dear young man,England too has its defects, TPer.
| haps there are defects everywhere. If this is the case,we shall
i part all the more gladly when the great curtain falls and the great
| spectacle of the world vanishes from our sight., But I shall hope :
| for the best. In the still seclusion of the Missouri forests,
where nature still reigns supreme, there it miist be better., There |
many & heart shaken by storms will find peace, that peace for which
alone it yearns," F
How eagerly the immigrants looked forward to thedr landing in
America is aptly expressed in a song written by Steines and sung b

the !
the whole company as they saw,American shore for the first time,
I

(Sung to the melody of "Auf,auf ihr Brllder, und seid stark,”)

Land! Land! so jasuchzt ein jeder Mund,
Und Preude fullt das Hersz!

Den Allen ist es whhl bekannt

Als ihrer Wuensche Qegenstand,

Schaun darum froh westwaerts.,

Amerika, du freies Land

| Wie bist du uns so wort!
Du Kennest keine Tyrannei;

, Du machst uns froh,du machst uns frei

Am freien eignen Heerd, |

t Des Buergers,wie des Bauern Fleissg, ‘
f Ist stets noch heilig dir!}




Du schuezest gern das Eigentum,
Strebst nicht nach falschen “uhm -
Drum grueszen froh dich wir,

Fern kommen wiv von Qstew her,

Wo unsere Heimat liegt.,

Wir schesten nicht der Reise Muehn
Bald enden wir und segmen sie.
Dann sind wir froh,vergnuegt.

Doch wurd uns wohl der Abschied schwer
Von heimatlichen 4and,

#o wir als Knabe froh gespielt,

Als Jingling glueklich uns gefuelt
Durch Lieb's und Freundschaftsband,

Wir sehen mit hoffnungsvollem Blick
Auf diech Amerika!l

Wir nah'n vertrauensvoll uns dir,
Nimm freundlich auf uns Alle hier!
Das wirst du germe, jal

Wir wollen dir mit fleigfger Hand
Den Acker froehlich baun,

Und foerdern so,wie Jeder soll,
Das eigne,wie des Ganzen Wohl,
Das magst du uns nur traun,

Du sodikst,Amerika, uns seh'n

Als brave Maenner nur,

Wir lieben Freu and Redlichkeit,

Dee fdgyff)igf deutechen Ruhm su jeder Zeit,
Verleugnend nicht Natur,

Als solche jubeln wir dann auch:

Es lebe Washington)

Er meint es freu mmd redlich nur,

In ihm war nicht der Herrschsucht Spur,
Volksglueck war ihm nur Lohn,

Und Heil ,Heil, jedem Edlen Heil,
Der Freiheit innig liebt:

Wir lieben sie,drum sei gegrueszt
Amerika,denn du geniesz'st,

Ihr Glueck 80 ungetruebt,

Biet ¥reundlich+uns die Bruderhand,
Nimm liebevoll uns auf}

Von oben wird dann dreimal Heil,
Vom Weltenvater uns zu Teil

In unserm Lebenslauf,

Und endlich wenn's hoch Mitternacht
Und dunkel worden its,

Dann segnen wir der Kinder Glueck,
Wir lassen frei sie jammrueck,
Wenn unser Lauf sich aohlioazt.

15,
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The little company &rrived in Baltimore June 6, 1884, Not
suffering from ill health or disease, they promptly landed and ar-
rangements were made for transportation to the Ohio. America's
first railroad at that time extended only from Baltimore to Freder-
icktown, Maryland, so the rest of the journey to the Ohio h=zd to be
m&de by stage coach, From Wheeling to St. Louis the river bosats
were used., Starting on June 12, they arrived in St. Louis July 2.

The Steines familyqy consisting of Friedrich Steines, his
wife and four children, Feter Steines, his wife and child, and the
Steines grandparents, arrived in St. Louis and were met by Hermann,
the enthusiastic brother, who had come over in 1823. The year
1834 was one of the terrible years in which billious fever and
cholera raged in the Mississippi Valley. In an incredibly short
time Priedrich Steines' wife and all his children fell victims to
the awful plague. His brother Peter, too, fell ill but later re-
covered. His wife, however, died. Thus in & few short days &ll
the joy of 1ife had been destroyed, &nd all hopes for the future of
these children had been blasted.

Friedrich Steines' one aim was to get out of this charnal
house into the more healthful country, so he and the rest of his
fanily and other members of their company located about thirty-two
miles from St. Louis, on the southern bank of the Missouri. Here
peace came back to him as he buried himself in farmwork. Bringing
with him many efficient ideas which he had aceuired in Germany, he
was soon 2ble to acquire much land from the government 2nd from his
easy going American neighbors whose love for adventure lured them
farther toward the undeveloped west,

On January 1, 1835, he, again married, His choice was Bertha

e e e e e e e
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iHeminghaus, who had been & member of the immigration society, which

‘ho had piloted. His brother Peter having died, these good people

;adopted the latter's son,

Their first winter in America was very severe and the suffer- |

!

ing of these pioneers was intense., They longed to be back in Eu-
'rope but the means were lacking and the ideal for which they hed

‘come seemed still attainable, 5

Being unaccustomed to manua}l labor and on principle refusing

Tto own slaves, having himself but recently escaped from a form of

ietrfdom, he found the work of a pioneer American farmer dull to the

mind and ruinous to the health, He longed to return to his real

calling--that of & teacher,

g St.bouis, at this time, was only & small frontier town which

| t
|offered commercial advantages vut few intellectual enjoyments, In |

|

!1856 action was taken by the intellectual element of the citizens :
|to establish & German Publiec School and to choose & suitable person
ifor teacher, Mr,Steines was the only thoroughly trained &nd ex-
:perioncod teacher #n the vicinity, and so it is but logical that we
fnoxt see him in St.ponia in the midst of thirty-one pupils., Much
‘@8 he disliked and feared the dirty town where he had suffered the

iagonios of death itself, love for intellectual stimulous sent him
éback to St.Louis and to the profession of teaching. "
% For two years he remained there and his school increased from
‘thirty-one to seventy pipils in a comparatively short time, Besides
being with the children whom he loved to teach, he oé?ssionally
had the opportunity to go to a concert #jf ¥¢# or to listen to an
educated speaker, To the community and to his church he contributed

‘vaatly by his generous services &8s & musician and his intellectual
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jstimullua. The pkeasures and advantages were,however, overshadowed
gby dissappointments, Both summers the entire family was ill, Fur-
thermore the Panic of 1837 brought with it financial difficulties,
As & result Steines retired to & farm where it was suggested that he
open another school., The school on the new farm was called Oakfield
jAcademy and was situeted a few miles north of Pacific,Missouri, Its
operation began in 1839 and continued until 1869 with Steines as the
ihoad teacher, Many of the later prominent men in Missouri and
rlllinoia owdd their training to this pioneer schoolmaster at Oak-
field Academy, He remained ever active taking a keen interest in
education,politbes, and the social welfare of his adopted state,
For seven years he was fustioe of the Peace., Then he was appointed
'by the county to divide his township into school districts, He
wrote many articles for newspapers. During the Civil War, beiyg
too 0ld to enlist himself, he organized a J¢yy¢/# company of Home |
‘Guards of which he bacame captain, ;
Constantly striving against arrogant suthority and lending ;
a8 helping hand to acquire things in a peaceful manner,Steines roaoh#
jod the ripe age of eighty-seven years, He died at Oakfield April |
/24,1890 mourned by & faithful wife, devoted children, & grateful |

body of former students, and a vast circle of loyal friends and |

|acquaintances.
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Chapter I[II.
Steines, the Teacher.

In the preceding chapter the fact was mentioned thet Fried-
rich Steines was & teacher by profession. It is the aim of this
chapter to give & more detailed account of his experiences.

He entered the profession as early as 1816 when he was bdut
fourteen years old, as & subordinate st Barmen. He held this posi-
tion for only & few months, resigning to enter & Normal School &t
Elberfeld in February of 1817. He remained at the Normal until the
latter part of the year, and when his brother was called s teacher
to Hassels, Friedrich became subordinate at Urdenbach.

We read in Steines' autobiography, "When in 1818 my brother
was called to Loehdorf, 1 was called to Hassels to succeed him, T
weas then but fifteen and & half years o0ld. 1 took the state exam-
ination and received & strong recommendation. '

"During my free hours I was much in the open, studying nsture
at first hand. I tried my hand at original poesy. Under the dir-
ection of Mr, Birkmenn I studied logic, meeting with this gentle-
man twice a week to discuss my work., With the Vicar Bonrath, I
gtudied Latin. This langusge pleased me immensely so that I was
reading Cornelius Nepos during the second year. I mlso undertook
the study of Greek but got only as far ss the declensions. Once
each week, I met with Mr. Dorp, & tescher, to discuss French works
with him, My correspondence was kept up, and so the most perfect
balance of intellect and heart was esteblished.”

The stipulations sent by the board of Education at Loehdorf

in 1820 are rather interesting, for which reason I quote part of

them here.
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"The subgectes for instruction are: Reading according to cor-
;root pronunciation, penmanship and spelling, written and oral arith-
‘metic,singing and sight reading of musie, suitable drill for the
development of the powers of reasoning, snd exercises to teach cor-
' rect expression of thought, natural history and genorhl history.
ﬁ‘ﬂho most suitable method@ of presenting these matters is left to
your judgment,
| "You will be required to give your pupils instruection in Bikle
;hiatory to prepare them for their religious training, By your reg-
‘ular attendance at the church services, and by a blameloés life
you are to serve your charge as an example,

"Iou are to devote all your time to the duties of the school,
and not participate in any other trade or business. But the pur=-
‘ohaae and sale ,on your part, of the necessary school supplies shall
not be interfered with,
| "Since it is customary to accompany all public funeral pro-
eessions with a choir of singers, it shall be your duty, at the ro-z
‘quest of the mourners, to lead the singing on the way to the oomet-é
ary., Your remuneration for such service will depend upon the vol- !
untary contributions of the mourners.,

"If the Community Club of your district should meet in the

school house, it shall be your duty to keep the minutes of the pro-
joodinga, without extra compensation,
i "As compensation for your services as teaoher we abide by thd
'following: (&) You shall be allowed & tuition fee of 8 cents per !
’pupil for each month, ¥rom those whom you supply with writing pens
‘you shall be allowed to chllect ten cents per month, It shall be

optional on the part of the parents, however, to supply their child-

i s o e R



ren with pens themselves. In such cases you shall collect only

eight cents.
(b) You shall receive the earnings of & fund of $425.00 which

amounts to $20.20, It is the wish of the donors of this fund, that
the teacher shall instruct, free of charge, such children of poor
perents who have made proper application to the board of directors.
(¢) You will receive an annual fixed salary of 250 france from the
communal treasury, and also sixty franes for fuel. For the psyment
of & properly certificated assistant teacher 150 frsncs have been
set aside.

(d) We turn over to your use the dwelling of the teacher with
eighty-seven square rods of land for your own use. If you desire,
you may rent the land to some reliasble persons and collect the rent.
You will have to provide your own furniture. If at any future time
any prbfit should be derived from & tract on uncultivated land,
which has become the property of the school, you shall also have
the benefit of this income.

(e) You have our permission to make & circuit of the school dis-
triect between Christmas and New Years to collect voluntary dona-
tions. You will be allowed &an assistant on this tour. If you
should not like to make this cecircuit in person, the directors will
provide two suitable persons."”

On the whole his life at Loehdorf was happy, but a2t times
vexations arose which oppressed him, He was progressive &nd could
not tolerate the delays and inefficiency of & poorly orgenized gov-
ernment, Many times he offered good suggestions which were sbso-
lutely disregarded. He lamented the faect that school authorities
clung to the traditional tuition system and instituted no pewer to




enforce its rules. The opportunity to express his displeasure in
regard to this system came when the school authorities of the

Duchy of Berg issued & gquestionnaire to be filled out by the teach-
ers, The third question of this guestionnaire dealt with the matter
of tuition and other money received: &) Regularly; b) By coercive
means; ¢) Prom poor fund; &) Not collectable. The answer to this
question runs thus: "a) From thirty-two of my pupils, (that is to
say from thirty-two out of 267), 1 receive the monthly tuition reg-
vlarly. b) As & rule the collector of the community colleets from
eighty to ninety Thaler annually, which are peid to me usually half
a year after the time they are due. ¢) From the poor fund sabout
eighty Thaler are received annually, which are usually p2id from one
to two or three years after payment has become due, and then gener-
elly with great reductions. d) For the period beginning with Octo-
ber 1826 to the end of July 1820 the uncollectable tuition amounts
to a 1little more than sixty-seven Thalers, of which amount I have
received nothing, in spite of the complaint I have registered with
the local and the communal authorities, and twice even with the
state government. The uncollectable tuition for the fiscal year
1830 to 1831 amounts to nearly fourty Thaler, which I presumebly
shall also have to record in the great credit book.

"It is a lamentable fact that the school authorities do not
recognize that the tuition system is & great hindrance to the de-
velopment of our schools. The conseguences of such a2 system of pay®
ing tuition are as follows: 1) It brings about impoverishment of
the teacher. This prevents his further development, since not only
the means for acquiring the necessary aids are wanting, but worse

8till, the inclination is lacking. This impoverishment brings

the teacher into & thousand embarrssing situations, and instead of
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his thinking solely about the adbancement of his own work, his mind
is harassed by thoughts a;f;ow he can make both ends meet, 2) It
oreated disrespect for the teacher, He works a whole month for a
paltry sum, and then is obliged to play the humble servant to col-
lect this pittance, and must be constantly on his guard for fear of
offending ¥j§ one or the other of his tardy patrons, for that might

' be an expensive business for him, indeed. 3) Countless vexatious

' scenes arise between teacher and pipils, as well as between teacher

and parents, 4) The discipline of the school is undermined,

"I shall ﬁot enumerate other points, It would lead to prolix-
ity ,which I detest, After all, what do all these complgints accom-
plish? As & rule nothing, At least my experience has taught me to

. doubt it,

| people pay their taxes to those officers to whom they should pay theﬁ,

"The government does not take hold effectively in this matter,
If it did so, things would o better, The suthorities admit tha$ |
the teacher is entitled to his dues, Why them do they not hawe the

for th the teacher they will not,

|
!

"The King and the officials of the government may think that |
the teachers in the Duchy of Berg are well situated, I assert thaﬂ
this is not true., The school system of the Duchy of Berg is pootlﬂ
orgénized, because the teachers are not able to live carefree |
enough, not because they do no earn enough, but because they ate

;

not able to collect what they earn,"
The reply which he received was as unsatisfactory as were th1

replies in regard to his military insult and tree nursery grie-

vance, He was informed that the teacher has a right to his dues

but the government did nothing to assist or protect him,

N : et
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; America as has been stated before. |

Abuse was not to be borne any longer, The triple insult ree

————

sulted in & resignation January 2,1834 and am early migration to

The tragic story of the death of Steines' wife and childrem |

and relsptions was told in & previous chapter, as was also his

| hurried departure to the country, Like so many other German im-

" migrants he settled close to that region which had been made fam-

ous by the leader of German pioneers--Gottfried Duden, Never did
& man try harder to adapt himself to new conditions, The school-

' master was simply unequipped, plysically or by training, to battle

. with primitive conditions, He somn realized that he was undormin-i

ing his health, and stultifying his mind, It was therefore a |
great relief when the opportunity came to take up the 0ld calling
again,

St.Louis had grown enormously during the Gewman immigration |
which followed in the wake of Duden's ship, In his later years |
Foedericl Steines wrote: "When I ceame to St.~ouis there were in .
all eighteen German families and & few unmerried Germans in the
city, During the summer of 1834, however, the flood of German im-
migration began to pour into this new country, So constant was
this influx, that scarcely a day passed which did not bring its
quota of Germans,™

He also tells us, that the schools in the new city were very
poor, amd the Germana,many of whom had had a good education in
their home country, seaw the absolute necessity of providing suit-
8lbe instruection for their children, They naturelly entertained
the wish, that the German as well as the English language should
be taught, A meeting of representative Germans was called in St,

Louss, and the first German ﬁngliah 093991 west of the Mississpppi
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was founded in November 1836, though the aet of inecorporation was

'not passed till Pebruary 6,187, Fmederich Steines was personslly
?knovn to a number of Germens in St,“ouis, who recognized him as the
best prepared German school mam in the new state. The following
loommnnioation wag sent him by the secretary of the temporary school
| organization in November 1836:

| "Mr,Steines: -

| At 8 meeting which was attended by a large num-

| ber of Germans, the possibility of establishing an elementary school
;1n this town, the adoption of an appropriate constitution for the
%govornmont of the samd, and the choice of a teacher were discussed,

' The undersigned school commission was instructed to inform you of
:tho transactions of this meeting, and also of the conditions under
;which it wishes to intrust the instruction of the German youth to
jtho care of a capable man,

! The assembly was unanimous in the belief, that religious in-
struction for small children is a matter for which the parents alone

:aro responsible and which must be looked after at home; that the

more mature youths should receive this instruction from the clergy;

ithat it was ndw a question of establishing & school for the whole
}population of St.Louia, without regard to faith or confession;and i
iainoo religious instruction might be & cause for many parents to g
'withhold their children form the school, it was decided, that roli-i
gious instruction should be pogitively excluded from the courses ofi
study of the proposed sechool, ) l

Although it was the opinion of the assembly that the English {
as well as the German language are of vital importanée to the E
Germans in America, and that the teacher who is to be chosen must b4

able and willing to impart imstruction in both languages,neverthe~ |

R d
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lese, the assembly decided, for pedagogic reasons, that the instruc-

[tion in the English language should be given only to such pupils
fwho already possess at least a reading knowledge of their mother

| tongue, It was also resolved that the instruetion in the reading
and writing of the German language should always come inﬁhe morn-
ing hours, while the instruction in the English language should be |

§rosorvod for the aftermoon,

The prospective teacher must also agree to teach Arithmetie,

Geography, and Natural Science, the subjects which, after the lang-

uage of the country, are of greatest importance, Choice of hours
| and arrangement of the subjects of instructkon are left to the

teacher and the school commission, as is also the distribution of

the pupile in the various classes, according to their ability and

preparation,
The teacher shall not be obliged to give instruction during

| more than six recitation hours daily, On the afternoons of Wednes-
g daysand Saturdays there shall be no instruction given, At first it
| weas the opinion of the assembly that a definjte sum should be rai-

sed by subscription to pay for the services ¢f the teacher, The
difficulty which this plan encountered and the assurance that Mr,

S8teines would undertake the instruction under any condition caused

the adoption of the resolution, according to which no head of a
family should be obliged to pay more than one dollar per month for
every child sent to school, The assembly reserved the right, aftoﬂ
the organization of the school, to take such measures &s would se-
cure & reasonable salary for the teacher,

A school commission was appointed whose duty it is, in con-
Junction with the teacher, to see to the execution of the above

—— | stipulated resolutions, and this commission also has the power to, |

-—_I—
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]tho necessary measures regarding regulations and the manner of im-
fparting instruection,

1f you, Mr,Steigjes, agree with the priénciples which the ass-
;ombly adopted with which you are here acquainted, and if you, in
iacoordanol with the above stipulations, undertake the responsible
'duties of & teacher of the German youth in St.Louis, then it is the
}wiah of all concerned that you come here at once to consult with the
‘undersigned school commission in regard to the execution of out plan,
;At any rate we look forward to an early reply from you,
| The undersigned assure you that it was the gffffy sense of the
assembly to support the teacher in the execution of his duties and

' to make his position as easy as possible,

|
j J,H,Koof Pastor H,Helgenberg
} H,A,Carstens H.,Welovier
Dr,Luethy Theo,Engelmann, Secretary,"” ’

| 8t,Louis,November @,1836
| To Mr,F,Steines, §

Fox Creek Post Office, 1
* 8t,Louis County Missouri,"
To this communication Mr,Steines made the following reply,
"To the Honorable School Commission of the German Publie

School in St,Louis,
Gentlemen: --
On Wednesday last I received nimber 3 of the An-

| seiger des Westens end mf the same time your esteemed letter of the

eighth instant, I am sorry to state, that for the time being
matters of business prevent me from accepting your kind invitation
to come to St,lopis at once, It is therefore necessary that I

should negotiade with you by letter,

————————————

!
|
|

|

]
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!
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' The recently projected plan of founding & German publie sohoo#

' i
on 8t.Louis, which is now sbout to be realized, is & matter of very

'great value and importance, and the men whp have called this insti- |
;tntion into existence will receive the approval and oateog of all |
;philanthrOpio persons, especially of tﬁpso who have the wellbeing
|of the Germans in America at h;art. My election as teacher of this |
:sohool is, of course, flattering, and in the event that 1 shdukd
1aocopt the duthes, I can assure yomu that nothing will be nearer my

‘heart than the wish to show myself worthy of the confidence which is
|

‘placed in me,
|

1 The wish to make the proposed school one which shall be open
: to Protestants and Catholics alike meets with my hearty approval, |
:It is therefore a matter of course, that I acquiesce most gladly 1n%
the resolutions adopted by the school commission in regard to roli-i
gious instruction, I do this the more gladly since it has always |
been my convietion that the teacher does enough if he gives his 1n-}
struction a religious, moral tendency, leaving all matters of con-
'fession and oreed to the clergy.

The wish that instruction should be given im both languages
a8 well as the arrangement as to the time when this instruction
shall be given, meet my approbation completely, One subject I should
like to see added to the curiculum, and that is music, since it con-
stitutes one of the chief cultural subjects for our youth, I have
no objection to offer in regard to the prescribed number of daily
recitation hours,

Finally, in regard to the honorarium I wish to say, that the
agssertion that I wdudd be willing to accept the position under amy

kind of condition is entirely erroneous, On the contrary, I must
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four hundred dollars and this sgreement shall be binding for two
years., Moreover, I must insist that I shall be provided with & free
residence &8s well &s & school house.

Concerning these points I shall await your snswer. If you
gshould acquiesce in my request, I am willing to come to St. Louis
without delay, in order to discuss matters further with you. 1In
such an event, will you please name the hour of such & meeting?

I leave it to your judgment as to whether you give publiecity
to my communication in the German paper of St. Louis.

Honored sirs, allow me the assurance of sincere esteem with
which I have the honor to be your obedient servant,

Frederick Steines."
Tavern Creek, November 19, 1836.

Further correspondence between Mr, Steines and the officers
of the new school is not extant. From Mr, Steines' diary it is
known, however, that he made & trip to St. Louis for & personal
interview with those interested in the project.

Gustav Koerner, who in "Das deutsche Element in den Vereinig-
ten Staaten", (3), mentions the German Publiec School briefly, says
that another meeting was held in December 1836. At this time forty
persons signed the newly adopted constitution and asgreed each to pay
four dollars annually into & reserve fund which was to be used in
case the tuition should not be sufficient to pay the teacher's sal-
ary. It was also decided to admit the children of poor people free
of charge. Theodor Engelmann was chosen secretary of the board of
trustees. Presumably the gentlemen who signed the first communica-
tion to Mr. Steines served as the board, A fragment of an 0ld rec-

ord shows that on the 13th of ngruary, 1839, the following were

named trustees: Wilhelm Palm, John Weinheimer, John Helgenburg,
@ Hotrnmero : o deutoshe Elomend om

2 lo.
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\J.G,Lehpann, and B,Blum,
[ The site of the publiec school building in which German instruce

tion was for the first given west of the Mississippi was at No.8 |

South Second Strwet,

On the 6th of February,1837,Mr,Steines opened his school withi

fifteen students, The difficulties which he faced were grave and

unique, There were absolutely no books or school supplies om hand.g
Fortunately Mr,Steines' own library embraced over a thousand volumesL
These and the small amount of school supplies whieh he had brought
\along for the instruction of his own clhildren were brought into uatﬂ
For the biginners he made charts which hﬁng on the wall, and from |
these the children received their first instruction in reading, i
This proved inadequate, of course, s0 he arranged & small German
primer which was printed in St,Louis by Wilhelm Weher, This was the
first booklet that came off the press of the Weber Publishing House,
The title page of the primer reads thus: Erstes Uebungsbuechlein
fusr Kinder, welche schnell und gruendlich lernen wollen, Von
Frhddrich Steines,Lehrer an der deutchen Volksschule in St,louis,
Migsouri, Gedruckt von Wilhelm waer:

Many of the pupils who came to Mr,Steines were poorly prepared
for the grade in which they ought to have been, The influx of new
@tudents was rather constant, so thet it wes almost impossible to

have regular classes at all, The number of pupils inereased to such

cn extent that in the second yesr an additional teacher had to be
P

pointed,
Mr.Steines' salary was $500,.00 per year, Contrary to his ear

lier request §#f/M¢/I¢dddi/¥éididy¥ & dwelling house was not fur-
nigshed him by the trustees, The salary of the second teacher amount:

e ———————————————————————— _.-____.__1-,_
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"od to $100,00 per year.
During the summer of 1838 Mr,Steines became seriously ill amnd

|
el

waeg sent to the country by his friemd Dr.Geo,Engelmann for recov-

ery, and though he returned in the fall toc resume his duties , the
ﬁlan to leave the city permantly was firmly resolved upon, St.Loui'
was very unhealthful at this time, Living expenses were high, as
is evidenced by the fact that he had to pay sixteen dollars per

month for the use of two small rooms, So it happened that instead

_—  ®m

of making money, he was losing, At the end of October 1838 he re- |
#igned his position in St.Louis and returned to live #n the countr$
to the end of his life,PlIn paseing it may be of interest to know '
what became of the German Fublic School, Upon the recommendation
of Mr.,Steines the Messrs Henne an& Mintrup were appointed to suc-
ceed him, When these men resigned after a year Julius Weise became
$he teacher, After & short time he,too,left, and with his resig-
nation the school ceased to exist, After the school had closed its
doors, and even before this time, several private schools were or-
ganized, as for example those of Poetter and of WersgFarochial
schools also spfang into existance, the one of the Heiliger Geist
under Christian Hardy, being especially good.

L8kfisld_Agadeux.

In his letter written at Lindenthal, we read of the school
for boys which Mr,Steines" friends urged him to establish on his

farm, The first suggestion for the founding of such & school came

from Mr.NordEoff, the father of the well know writer farl Nordhoff.
The school was built, and instruoction began in 1839 ,Karl Nordhoff I
being one of the first students to enter., The new school was calle

Oakfield Academy and continwed - in opperation till 1869,




On July 2, 1884, former students of Oakfield Academy and other

friends assmebled at Oakfield to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary
of Steines' arrival in Missouri. On this occasion there was organ-
ized "The Society of Steines' Pupils." The alumni list of Oskfield
Academy contains the names of 347 young men, but the entries of
three school years are lacking, the books having been lost.

So in the days when high schools were unknown in the new west
this 1little Academy did & great service. During the first yeers
most of the students came from St. Louis. In time the fame of the
little school spread and the registers showed the names of boys
from many parts of Missouri, Illinois, and other states.

For thirty years the academy af the Oakfield farm was con-
ducted by this educational pioneer in Missouri. Then due to the
development of high schools, the small academies in the state were
no longer & necessity. PFriedrich Steines served for five years as
?oaoher in the public schools of his adopted state. At the age of
seventy-two he let his mantle fall upon younger shoulders, and
lived the remainder of his days in richly deserved guiet upon his
beautiful) Oskfield farm, contributing to journels and receiving
the homage of those whom he had benefited,

Among Mr, Steines' papers there is found an interesting &c-
eount of en interview which he had with John C. Edwards, governor
of Missouri from 1844 to 1848. Governor Edwards was much interested
in education. Having heard much of Mr. Steines' fine fork, he csme
incognito to discuss educational matters with the school mester.
Mr, Steines expressed himself freely and frankly,K as was alweys his‘
habit. The fruit of this interview was sgeen in the following Gov-

ernor's Message to the Missouri Legislature, in which 3teines’ views




were clearly reflected, Thus the influence of the master of Osk-

field Academy extended beyond the narrow limits of his little

school and became & farce for good in the entire state,




Chapter IV
Steines, the Poet.
In his sutobiography Mr. Steines tells us that at an early

age he included short poems in his letters to & friend. These
were inspired by & little sweetheart. Unfortunately they are lost.
One of the earliest poems extant was written when the suthor was

about fifteen years old. It is addressed to the above mentioned

girl and runs as follows:==
"Sehnsucht"

-An Julie-

Schbnste, 0! mein grésztes Sehnen

Goht maoh dir, du Gute hin;

Dirfte ich's doch recht orw&hnan

Was dies ist, und wer ich bin. '

0 bei dieser harten Frage ‘

Worto ich mir vor die Klage: ,
gnlie, sie liebt dich nicht, '

rt nicht an dein Klaggodioht.“ :

Doch ich sag's. Wohlan! es seye
"Liebe ists', die migh beseelt;
"Dasz ich gern ein Madchen freye,
"Dagz du sey'st daz@ erwdhét.
"Dagz du's seyest, die ich liebe,
. "Dasz du stillen mogat die Triebe,
"Die 80 unschuldsvoll und rein
"Gang mein Herze nehmen ein.,"

0! von ganzen Herzen liebet,
Liebet dich dein Friederich; '
Was die reinste Wonne giebet
--0, 80 schmeichelet er dich-- ')
Das sei nur von deiner Seite :
3 Liebe zu ihm, die nie glcito
Sondern ewig mbgo steh'n.
Julie! erhdr mein Fleh'n.

Por a boy of fifteen the structure of the poem is remmrkably

smooth, The content is of course the expression of a lovesick

youth,
Most of his poetry, left in documentary form, to which i

have had access, was written between 1617 and 1834, i, e., during i

-
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the fifteen years preceding his departufe to America. Only a few

poems were produced after hie arrival in this country. Two of
them, one an elegy, will be included in this chapter,

In many of his poems there is & strain of sadness or
melancholy which is connoted by the choice of words or deseriptions,
rather than being actually expressed in words, This element of
mel ancholy had come into Genman‘poetry largely through Novalis
who was greatly influenced by the Englishmen Young in his "Night-
thoughts". Incidentally it might be remarked that through the
1nflﬁenoe of Novalis our own Longfellow incorporated this element
inte his poetry. Of course Steine's love lyrics form an exception

to this statement, and his satirical poems are sharp and biting.

Beside this air of sadness, there is in most poems 2 hope for futujo
hhppinesa also subtlely expressed. Sometimes it is hope of earthl
happiness, and at other times it is a besutiful faith in the king-
dom of 1ife hereafter., The latter is so fervently expressed that
it shows us unmistakably the author's devout religious faith,

In writing poetry it seems that the author preferred four,

gix, or eight line stanzas., Half of the poems fall into one of

these three divisions,
The four line stanza with the rime abab was much used. The

"Klage” in which we have four lines of 6 &x and 4 ax altcrnatihg

is typical.,

"Wenn die Nachtigall im Haine flotet,
Wenn des Séngers Lied ertént,

Wenn den Himmel Morgenddmm'rung rétet,
Und die Flur sich neu verschont,

Wenn die Jungfrau frohlich Blumenpflucket
Auf der buntfarbigen Flur, £

Und damit des Junglings Stirne schmucket,
Dann, dann wein und klagisk ich nur,




to & line, in & little poem "Beim Schlusse des Jahres 1826" we

have four lines of 4 ax,

of four line stanzas.,

ab ab cec rime. Here &gain we find both the troche and the iamb.
The iemb is well illustrated in "Der Abend", a beautiful little
descriptive poem written in 1818,

Mich aua deiner Néhe risz;
Klage, dasz sie von der l'ronndsohaﬂ: @M iocke
Mir nur deine Liebe liesz."

In "Wehmut"™, written in 1818, we have four lines of 3 xa.

"Bs duftete ein Veilchen

So susz auf Laura's Grab;
Ich Bah es an ein Weilchen
Und brach's dann weinend ab,

An meinem wunden Herzen

Da dmfte Veilchen jetzt

Degz ich so oft voy Schmerzen
Mit Thrénen hab' Jenetzt."

While in 'Klago' we find a variation in the number of feet

Und so bist du denn entflohen
Bist entschwunden, gutes Jahr!
 Menchen tribem, manchen frohen
" Augenblick bots't du uns dar,

In das Meer der Ewigkeiten

Bist auch du hinabgeeilt.

Wohl dem, der im Sturm der Zeiten
Fromm und gut bei dir verweilt.

Ohne Gram und ohne Reue
Blickt er nun auf dich zurick;
Seine 'hgonhafto Treue
Lohnt ihn inn'res Seelengluck,"

The above three poems &are typical representatives of the nll

The next most popular form is the six line stanza with the

"Schon schwinden une der Sonne letzte Strahlen,
Es birgt sie uns der Buchenhain;

Noch sieht man Wolken,die sie farbigt malen
Durch ihren hellen Silberschein,

Es glénget schon im Ost der Mond

Der uns die finstere Nacht besonnt,
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Und horch des Dorfleins Abendglocke hallet,
Verkindet nach der Arbeit ruh,

Aus Wéldern, Feldern jeder fréhlich wallet
Dem heimatlichen Heerde zu.

Des Schiéfers Abendfliéte klingt

Die Heerd aus dem Gebusche dringt.

Der Vogel Chor verstummt, nur Philomele
:g giohg;orwachsonen Dorn Gestréuch

nt fldtend noch aus ihrer hellen le, Gpond L. wvonmencich.
Imm Dorngestréuch dem Bach e ’539 s
Hallt ihr melodischer @esang.

Der Mond beleuchtet uns're Pilgerpfade
Den liebenden im Tannenhain,

Die dunkeln Génge an dem Rheingestade
Mit seinem blassen Silberschein,

Er scheint dem Wand'wer auf der Bahn
Dem Schiffer in dem leichten Kahn,

Du stiller Abend,du erquikst den Miden,
Gibst ihn zur Arbeit neue Kraft,

Heil jeglichem dem Ruhe war bosohiodon,
Daszeigner Richter ihn nicht atraft

Er stimme seinen Jubel ein

Im Jubel Aller, gross und klein.

The use of the troche is well illustrated, on the other
hand, in & poem written to his brother, Peter, in about 1826. The

content of this poem is hearty encouragement to one who seems to

have suffered from some great grief, In it we find an example
of trust in divine guidance which I have mentioned before.

Lasse nie den Mut dir sinken,

Folge stots des Schicksals l:lnkn'

Und wenn's dich auch schwer mag druokan,
Must du willig dennoch trinken

Aus dem Kelch,den es dir reiohf

So wird dir daa Leben leicht.

Mehrmals hast du's nun erfahren;
Wenn sie ganz entschwinden waren,
Hoffnungen, die dir seit Jahren
Prdstend blieben aufgesparen;
Bracht ein freundliches Geschick
Dir ein unverhofftes Gliick.

Und so ist's auch nun ergangen,
Sieh dein Herz erfiilllte Bangen;
Wusztest nicht was nun anfangen.

Da erfiillte dein Verlangen
Dein Geschick, und ..135. dir



Redlich wirke, handle weise,

Gottes Vorsehung, die preise!

Und auf deiner Lebensreise

Nimm, big das du reifst zum Greise~

Gott zum Schirm und Schutsz und Stab,

Dann folgt Friede dir ins Grab.

The rime of this poem is rather striking with its repeated
aaaabb scheme and its constantly recurring use of four feminine an#
two masculine endings,

A peculiar little poem, light and spritely, is "Frihlings-
empfindung”, the only one of its kind among Steine's works. It
has the true poetic 1ilt and bubbles over with joy and happiness

of springtime,

"PFruhlingslust Wie sich's regt
Schwilt die Brust Und bewegt

Alles athmet Wonne Nun auf Feld und Auen!
Angenehm, Emeiglich

Herrlich Schon Sieht man sich
Gléngt die goli'no Sonne Vigel Nester bauen,
Béume bluh'n!-- Habe Dank

Lieblich grin Lebenslang, 3
Sind nun Feld und Weide. Gott fur deine Gute!
Uns erschallt Du erneust!

In dem Wald Du erfreust!

Leut das Lied der Freude.Sing ihm, mein Gemfithe!

The third of the popular forms was the eight line stanza
with the ababedcd rime. Most of the poems in this form are long.
Becsuse of ite touching beauty I shall quote "Klage eines Jungling
tiber den Tod seiner Goﬂlbton". The stanzas consist of eight lines
of 3xe with the rime of ab ab ed cd.

"Bei lichter Abendréte
Ruft's mich zum Bischen hin;
Bs tdnt die Abendfldéte,

Des Schéfers Lied darin,’

Es scherzen muntre Fische
Im Teich hell wie Kristall,
Im dichten Dorngebiische
Singt froh die Nachtipall,

Es hupfen muntre Rehe
Rasch ihremLager zu,
Die Végel in der Hdhe

b . . " ‘
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Begeben sich gur Ruh,

Be schliipfet schon die Eule
Aus ihrem Nest hervor,
Erhebet ihr Geheule,
Erschiittert manches Ohr.

Des Mondes sanfter Schimmer
Erfillt den stillem Hain;

Der Sterne hell Geflimmer
Verschdnt den Silberschein,
Des FBephyr sanfter Flugel
Durchschwebt die ruh’'nde Flur,
Die Théler und die Hiigel,
Rund um uns die Natur,

Nur ich im Flugelkleide
Irr einsem hier umher,
Der Hain, die Blum'ge Weide |
Ist fir mich Freudenleer.

Mein Hemnchen ist gestorben!
Mein Hannchen lebt nicht mehr!
Ihr Herz,das ich erworbens

Des lohlﬁgt-fﬁr mich nicht mehr!

Ich klage nur und weine
Beweine den Verlust

In diesem stillen Haine,

Wo ich an ihre Brust

8o oft mich liebend schmiegte,
So maenchen Kusz empfing

Wenn tber uns gich wiegte

Auf schlankemZweig der Bink,

Ich schleich zu ihrem Grabe,

Zu ihrer Gruft mich hin

Und ging an schlankem Stabe

Bin dtrauchlein Rosmarien,

Auf ihren Grabeshiggl

Pflanz ich dies Stramchlein hin,
Des Zephyrs leiser Kliigel
Durchkréuseln oft ihnm,.

- Hier will ich denn verweilen,
So lang ich lebend bin:
Von hier nie dannen eilen
Zum stillen DSrflein hin,
Und 80llt ich einst entseelet
Auf diesem Hilgel ruh'n,
Was ich mir dann erwéhlet
Das wollt ihr, Brdder, thun.

Mich neben hin begreaben
Dicht neben Hennchens Grab,
Damm werd ich alles haben,
Was iech noch noétig heab,
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So lebet wohl ihr Brider,
Lebt wohl auf ewiglich;
Dort sehet ihr mich wieder
Bei meinem Hannchen mich.,"

The poem, "Der Furchtsame", is of & different type, its

nature description varying widely from those that heve &already
been given, It consists of eight lines of 4 xa with the seame rime

scheme found in the above poem.

"Blitze mi ckten, Donner briillten,
Alles schien im Kampf zu sein,
Und den schonen Himmel hullton
Wolken in ihr Dunkel ein.
Regen stlirtzte aus den Liuften
Auf die diirre Flur herab;
Und die Heerden auf den Trifton
iffen heim im schnellen Trab,

e die nur drauszen waren,
Auf dem Felde, in den Wald,
Suchten, sich zu ganzen Sohaaren
Binen sichern Aufenthalt,
Fritz und Karl nur fanden nirgend
In den weiten off'nen Feld,
Was sie beide suchten, irgcnd
Bin sie schutzendes Gezelt.

"Lasz", so sprach zum klugern Fritze
Karl, der etwas furchtsam war,

"Damit une doch etwas schiitze

Vor der dringenden Gefahr,

In den Baum dort uns begeben,

Er ist hohl und oben z.

Ach ich zitt're fur mein Leben;

Lasz mich erst, und folge dul"™

Aber Fritz sprach:"Dies Bemiihen
Spare dir, es hilft dir nicht,
Kannst du denn wohl Gott entfliehen,
Wenn er "Amen" zu dir spricht?
Birgst du dich in jenem alten,
Hohlen, durrgezackten Baum,

Wirst du eher noch erkalten,

Als im off'nen Feldes Raum, =

Denn nach solchen Béumen ziehet
Sich der Blitz sehr gerne hin, ”
Lasz uns eilen was geschiehet,

Das geschieht nach “ottes Sinn,
Auch der Blitz, der Donner, Regen,
Kommen nur wenn’s Gott gebeut!

Und wenn wir dies recht erwagen
Fliehet june Bangigkeit,
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Lasz sprach Karl, lasz uns nur gehen,
Denn ich glaub dir lieber rritz.
Und,--in dem sie um si ch sehen,
80h1ug in jenen der Blitsz.

Da sank Karl vor ®chreken nieder,
Fest umschlingend rritzens Knie!
"Fritz!--noch beben meine Glieder,-=-
Fritz!--du hast geretet sie!"

Theumep guter rritz, Gott gebe

Seinen Segen dir daflir}

Denn ich fihl's,daszich noch lebe,

Das verdank ich einzig dir."

Doch nur helb, sprach Fritz gerihret,

Doch nur halb erdankst du's mir;

Denn die and're H&l ft gebhhret

Weil du mir gefolget, dir."

A besutiful poem full of hope and cheer was written to & :
friend Peter Knecht in 1833 prior to his departure for America,
As the author states in a footnote, "This poem was written in &
few minutes time, in the noise of & crowd of people, for the
encouragement of the departing one and & remembrance to him," At
this time Steines yearnéd to leave soon for "that beautiful land

where each one treassures the pledge of freedom"--America,

The poem is of the eight line variety but has the couplet
rime, namely, aa bb cc dd and each line consists of four iambie
feet. Thie rime is used nowhere else.

"Du willst nun scheiden theurer Mann,

Du, der ich dich so lieb' gewann?

Willst dich von deinen Freunden trennen,
Die"ihren Peter Knecht™ dich nennen,

Die du durch @anftmut so entziicKt,

Durch echte Freundschaft so bogluckt~

Du bied'rer deutscher Mann willst scheiden?--
Zieh' hin,--ich 1asse dich mit PFreuden.

Wenn gleich das Herz vor Wehmuth bricht,
Das Auge weint, ich zage nicht,

Einst, lieber lann, seh' ich dich wieder,
Die deinen 80 wie deine Bruder.

Und zwar in jenem schBnen Land,

Wo Jjeder schétzt der Freiheit Pfand-
Seh' dich mit frevdigem Entzi cken.

0 Freund, wie wird uns das begliicken,
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Leb' wohl!--zur Reise fasse Mut

Zeig's, dasz du stammst aus deutschem Blut!--
Und mdgen Donner schrecklich brillen,

Und Wogenberge dich umhfillen,

Orkane grausig um dich drédu'n.

Muth dann, du darfst nich® zaghaft sein;
Selbst in den drohensten ‘@efahren

Musa¥ stets du deutschem Muth bewahren.

Gott ist deim Schutz, dein Sch®grm, dein Stab!
Er lasset mimmer von dir ab :

Und mag das Meer gleich schrecklich toben,

Du richtest stets den Blick nach oben;

Dein Gott, er Meibet dir stets mah',

Und fuhrt dich nach Zmerika,

0 mécht mir das @Geschick vergonnen

Mdoht ich dies Gliick d¢eh theilen kdénnen)--"

In "Entziicken" we have a delightfully light and sparkling'
little poem expressive of rapture indeed. Each line has two

stresses and the unique rime is aaabceceb.

"Auf blumigen Pfaden,

An hohen Gestaden,

Wo muntre Najaden

So friedlich da sind;

Da glénzt eine Sonne,
Umetrahlt den mit Wonne,
Der 'm DOrflein entronne
Zum friedlichen Kind.,"

Three poems "Kirmesgrillen™, "Das schlsue Tier" and "Ein
Lied vom Geier", are written with a rerely used ababcex rime
scheme. The chief characteristic of these poems is their satiriec
nature, The last named, written in 1832, is perhaps the best. It
satirically ridiﬁules an official named Geier who insulted Steines

and a friend, One stanza of it will be sufficient to indicate the |

form and swing of the seven line stanza.

"Bin Geier schwang in kilhnem Flug
Mit struppigem Gefieder

Siech in die Luft hinauf und schlug
Die Krellen auf und nieder..

Er lauerte auf leckern Frasz,
Nicht etwa auf ein “armlich Aas,
Nein, nein, auf eine Schlange."
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Among the poems was found only one sonnet written sometime
between 1818 and 1820 when the author was a mere youth, He uses
the abba, abba, cde, cdec, rime,so common in the German sonnet.
The theme, a lamentation over the loss of one beloved, is admirably

suited to the dignified and solemn form of the sonnet.
~ --Auf den Tod einer Geliebten*%

"Dorten in dem dichten Dorngebische

Hallet Pfilgomelens Nachtgesang;

In dem Bach, dem Dorngestrsuch entlang,
Schertzten munter anmutsvolle Fische.
Alles freuet sich! nur ich, ich wische

Eine Trén' die asus dem Auge drang;

Demmein Liebshen starb, Mein Lebenlang
Statt der Freud' in Freud' ich Thrénen mische

Nimmer werd ich mich des Lebens freuen,
Trauemn um mein Liebchen immer fort,

Bis ich mit ihr bin an einem Ort.

Diesen Kranz will ich der Bdeln weihen
Wér ich doch bei ihr schon oben, dort,
Wo an Freuden Freuden nur sich roihen v

Beside the poems which I have classified above there are a
miscellaneous group. Some of these are divided into stanzas but

the rime is irregular and doeibnot fall under any particular type.
. 38

In "Prithlingsempfindung"” the reader feels the genuine joy at

the return of spring. In "Winterlied" the joys of winter are
admirably expressed. The didactic schoolmasterly admonition in
the last two strophes rather detract from the otherwise charming
poem., The choice of the trochaic meter adds much to the beauty of

the verse. Only the even numbered lines rime.

! "Kinder ins Freie < Fliisse urd Bache
Nur éinmal geblickt; Bedecket schon Eis
Seht wigder Winter Muntere Knaben
Die Felder geschmickt. In frdhlichem Kreis
Weisez wio Krystalle Laufen die Wette
Und Mihlbhehleins Schaum, Auf stéhlernem Fusz,
Steht wie bepudert Singend und jubelnd
Ein jeglicher Baum Hinuber den Flusz.
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7 Laszt uns auch eilen SAuf denn, ihr Kinder,
Ing Freie hinaus Und =@#d recht vergniigt,
Schneemann zu tirmen Bis sich im Westen
In eilendem Lauf Die Sonne verkriecht.
Denn unser Winter Aber dann miszt ihr
Er scherzt nicht so bald, Zu Hause &uch gern
Machet den Kindern Folgen den Eltern;--
Die Fingerchen kalt, Dag freuet den Herrn,

Y Bringet die Schlitten bLLernet stets freudig
Auf eisige Bahn! Und srbeitet froh,
Fahret ihr Kinder Eltern und Lehrer,
Ee gehet noch an. Sie freu'n sich d&sz so.
Wenn bald die Sonne Ihr kénnt vergnigter
Viel wérmer wird gltih'n, Beim Spiel dann such sein;
Konnt ihr nicht weiter Boses Gewissen
Die Sehlitten mehr zieh'n., Macht euch ja nicht Pein.”"

Another poem of the miscellaneous group is & ballad, "Ritter
Wolfram von Eronenburg," which consists of 23 ten line stanzas.
The first and third lines are "orphaned”lines but beginning with the
fifth line we have a cc, dd, ee, rime scheme, The poem %ells the
love story of a wicked, powerful knight of the 13th century, his
evil deeds and his lamentable end. The characteristics of the
ballad are well represented. The lines are smooth and singable.
The elements of the true ballad, mgstery, romanticism, fate, ete.
are all there, The narration is too long for the ordinary balled.
It ie rather & ballad in the sense that Schiller's "Die Birgschaft
and "Der Kampf mit dem Drachen" are ballads. One strophe is here
given to show its structure.

"Dort hoch auf jahem Felsenrand,

Wo wild der Nortwind braust

Und unter donnerndem Gebriill

Der Eichen Hauf durchsaust:

Wo unten an des Berges Fusz

Leut rauschend stdzt der Wupporflusz,

Das tobend seine Wellen

Am Xlippenhang zerschellen.

Da hauste lange Zeit hindurch
Wolfram genannt von Kronenbwrg."

i A




.kA most beautiful description and thought is embodied in the
long seleetion, "Beim Anblick eines Gem2ldes von Ketturg an der
Ruhr", in which the author once more views his birth place and sees
it, contrary to former experiences, from & mature point of view.

"Abend wird's und diese schdnen Higel

Sind umséumet schon von falben Roth!

Matter lenket Helios die Zigel.

Und auf eb'nem, silberhellem Spiegel

Strahlt der Sonne Bild noch, sinkt in Tod, :
Selbst des Kirchturms Haupt, noch golden glénzend,
Hullet mahlich sich in dunkle Schatten ein.
Und, das Bild des Abends noch ergéinzend,
Sinket Nachtgewdlk herab asuf Flur und Hain,
Langst schon stieg auf grauenvollem Schlunde,
Aus des kohlenrdéichen Bergwerks Schacht,
Sacht der Bergmann zur bestimmten Stunde

An das Licht hinauf zur frohen Runde,

Dankend dem, der tber ihngewacht.

Und, das Netz gefdllt mit reichem Fange,

Bilt der Fischer seiner Heimat frohlich = ;
Unterbrochen nur vom Hornerklange

Lust'ger Jéger wird des Abends .

Und der hendglocke dumpfes Hallen,

Wie es sonst ertdnte mir so sdsz,

Trdgt der Liifte sanftbewegtes Wallen

Zu mir hin, 148szt siisz es mir erschallen,

Wie es einst es nur ertdnen liesz.

Rasselnd dehnet sich die Ankerkette,

Knarrend Schwenkt das Steuerruder sfech herum,
Und im Fluge uber Flusses-Bette,

Naht ein Wanderer sich noch dem Heiligtum.
Ampfitheatralisch aufgestellet, :

Mit dem Turm des Berges Haupt gekrént,

Schaut das Stédtlein, herrlich sch®n erha@llet
Durch viel Lichtlein, sich einander zugesellet,
So noch mehr und herrlicher verschdnt,

Sonne bist du tief hinabgesunken

Sank dein Bild doch nur in finstern Tod;
Kehre eilig wieder: wonne trunken

Macht mich jetzt dein erstes Morgenroth.
Deinen Lauf beflugele, eile! eile!

Weck aus ihrem Schlummer die Natur;

Siejhier steh ich harrend nun und weile

In und bei und auf der heimatlichen ¥lur.

Du erh¥rst mich?--Ja schon wird es heller

Um mich her, du deckest alles auf;

Spéter zdgre,--aber jetzt nur schmeller,

Als sonst jemals, sei dein hehrer Lauf,




Sieh, schon ragt des Kirchturms Gipfel
Durch der blassen D&mm'rung Schein;

In der Kirchhof--Pappeln Wipfel

Wehet Morgenluft hinein.

Neues Leben athmet wieder

Alles, alles um mich her!

Vogel singen ihre Lieder

lrghgoldut tdnt festlich, hehr!

Mahnt zu freud'ger Dankverrichtung
Fir genosz'ne stille Kuh,

Tont die heiligste Verpflichtung

Jedem Neuerwachtem zu.

Jeder eilet

Unverweilet

Zum Geschéafte,

Neuer Kréfte

Sich erfreuend,

Gern sie weihend

Dem hauslichen Glucke,

Desz Sorge nicht driicke 4

Die Hausfrau und Kinder um's tagliche brod;
Br wirkt, zm verhuten die bittere Noth.

Aus den dusteren Keminen
Steiget allenthalben Rauch,
Und verkundet, dasz hier dienen
Hausfrau‘n gern dem ganzen auch.
Auch der rrde tiefem vunkel,
Auch des abgrunds dusterm ithor,
Bei des Lampenlichts {@efunkel,

chatze zieht der Enapp hervor.

erall geschaft'ges Leben

dem St&dlein, auf der Flur!

erall ein rages Streben
Nach zu fried'mem Sinne nur,
Préhlich ziehet auf die Felder
Hin der Landmann mit @esang!
Auf die Weiden in die #élder, |
Zieht der Hirt mit Hornes-Klang! 3
Und in diese Melodieer i
Stimmet ein der Vogel @hor;
Durch die schOnsten Harmonieen
Wird entzickt des Wand'rers Ohr,
Hier aus weit verzweigten Eichen ;
Ténts wie sanfter Lautenhall, }
Dort aus dichtverwachs'nen Stréuchen ‘
Klaget bang die Nachtigall.
Zwischénd flattert hier ein Gimpel
Um sein Nestlein ohne Rast.
Dort bewegt im West die Wimpel
An der Schiffe hohem Mast. i
Und die Segel aufgezogen ;
Von der Liifte Hauch geblBht
Auf des Ruhrstromgleichten Wogen, :
Schwimmt das Schiff mit Majestét. |

Rauschend sturft, des Muhlrand schwenkend,




Leicht die Flut sich dort hinab,
Und Maschienen treibend, lenkend
Wehrt sie Noth und Elond ab,
Wo der Stromfall sturtzt hinunter,
Wo sich stdubent hebt der Gischt,
Steht ein Knabe sorglos, munter,
An dem Ufer da und fisoht.
Auf den sanften Wellen schaukeln
Kjnder sich im leichten Kahn,
ochten sich hinuber gaukoln
er ihren Ocean,

Schifflein komm und trage mich hintiber

In der theuren lieben Heimat hin,

Ach e8 werden meine Blicke triber,

Und ich fukl es, dasz ich traurig bin.
Stille Wehmut halt mein Herz befangen,

An genosz'ne Freuden denkt's zurick,

Und es dréngt sich Gluth auf meine Wangeu,
Und in heiszen Thrédnen schwimmt der Blick,
S0 betret' ich dich du heimatliche Erde,
S0 betret' ich dich du heimatliches Land!
Nur ein einzig's mal noch, und dann werde
Ich von dir auf ewig weggewandt,

Liebes Kettwig,

Sieh dir nah' ich,

Tieferregt

Vielbewegt,

Bald in Lust,

Bald in Schmers

Schweby die Brust,

Schwebt das Hersz.

Dich zu erblicken

Schaffet entziicken,

Schaffet auch Leiden

Neben den Freuden.

Hier schwebten wir im 1oichsten Tahz der Horen

Der Kindheit Tage froh und glueklioch hin,
Ich fihlte mich zur Freude nur geboren,
Und unschuldsvoll und heiter war mein Sinn.

Ich pflickte Blumen in des Lebens Lenze,

Ich suchte sie am Hiigel und am Bach;

Und sus den Blumen wand ich frohlich Krénze,
Und immer heiter war mein Lehenstag.

Der guten Eltern Liebe wacht vom Morgen
Bis an den spédten Abend stets fir mich,
Ich kennte nicHt des Lebens dlist're Sorgen
Und mit mir freute Alles, Alles sich.




Da strahlte mir der Sonne Glanz mehr heiter,
Mir schmickte Alles sich mit héherm grin,
Der Baum im Walde, so das Gras, die Kr#uter,
So gar die Blumen sah ich schdner blith'n,

Und als der Blick sich méhlich weiter dehnte,
Da trlumte ich die Zukunft mir so schén!--
Ach was als Knabe ich 8o schdn mir wéhnte,
Das seh ich nun als Traumbild nur da steh'n,

Nur nech Erinnerung ist mir gebliehen,
Errinnerung an ein getrédumbes Gliick!

Du armes Herz! du konntest hoffen, lieben;
Doch mehr vergdnnte dir nicht dein Geschick.

Ach um mich her ist Alles nun so duster!
Ich ' umher und ach! das Auge weint;
Denn Qrabeshligel decken hier Geschwister,
Und dort den theuern heiszgeliebten Freund.,

Was einst mein Herz mit Qiebe fast umschlungen,
Birgst theure Heimat, du in deinem Sdcbossz,
Drum reisze ich (du hast den Preis erungem)

Von dir mich nur mit Schmergz und weinend los.

Mag auch der Ocean von dir mich trennen,
Selbst dann wird noch im bessern Vaterland
Mein Herz fHir dich in heiszer liebe brennen
Mit gleicher Gluth, wie es fiir dich gebrannt.

Alles, alles was ich hier erblicke
Ist mir neu und doch so wohlbekannt;
Fahre, Schluese, Insel, Bach und Bricke,
Wo ich einst so viele Freuden fand.
Hier die Straszen,

Dort die Gassen,

Die 80 oftmals muntre Enaben

Wild mit mir durchlaufen haben.
Kirch und Rahmenhof und Weide,

Wo ich spielte woller Freude;

Auch die Schule wo ich lernte,

Die mich von dem Spiel entfernte.
Dort die Gérten, da die Felder,

Da die Wiesen, da die Walder,

Da der Hugel, da der Bach,

Wo ich bei den Blumen lag,

Da die dustern Uferhecken

Wo die imsel gern ihr Nest

Baut auf Hagebuchenstdcken,

Doz es8 leicht sich finden lészt,
Hier der Platsz, wo wir uns stolz
Schaukelten auf Zimmerholz,

Doch wo oft wir hingezogen

Mit dem Pfeil und mit dem Bogen,
Schones Wéldchen kuthl und nah!
Lehmdree, du b8t nicht mehr da!
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Aber immer noch in alter Majestét,

Stehst du, Kanzel da, aus j&hem Fels a&rhdrt.
Selbst der alte Kaiserturm

Trotzte kithn noch jedem Sturm!

Damals als man dich erbaute,

Ach, da galt woch Edelsinn!

Mit dir alter Turm ergraute

Vieles schéne,--starb dshin,

De wo einstens tapfre Helden

Ihren Speer zum Kampfe stéhlten,

Sieht man nur versunk'ne Maulrn,

Hahnend uns das nichts kann dauvern!

Alles dndert sich im Lauf der Zeit,

Und wir finden nur--Vergénglichkeit.

Keine Form mag ewig hier bestehen;

Hier ist Werden, Sein, und dann' Vergehen.

Nun dann alterndes Gemé#uer,

Und Ihr, Stedt, und wald, und Flur,
Alles hier ist mir, so theuer,
Scheide denn mit Wehmut nur,
Thrénen weih ich nicht vergebens,
Nicht umsonst bebt mir d4s Herz!
Seufzer send' ich himmelwérts,
Dankend fir das Gliick des Lebens,
Dasz ich hier genosz, empfand,

Aber gar zu schnell ontsohwand.

So sitz ich am pache und denke zuritck

An jene so goldend Zeit,

Wo frohlich mein Herz war und heiter mein Blick,
Nichte stdrte die kindliche Freud.

So sitzend am Bache von Wehmut erftillt,
Erheitert sich plétzlich mein Blick.
Ich finde im murmelnden Bache ein Bild
Vom menschlichen Leben und Gldek.

Dag Bédchlein flieszt scherzend und kosend dashin,
Von Blimlein am Ufer gekidszt,

Hier muss es durch blumige Wiesen $ich zieh'n
Dort wird es vom W&ldchen begriszt.

Doch endlich erreicht es das tuckige e]liel
Froh wirfts sich dem Strom in den

Dasz Bdchlein wohl jubelt im stolzen Gefuhl
Auf seine Erhebung ohn! Harm,

Hier musz es nun tragen mit andern die Last
Der Schiffe, von Waaren beschwert;

Aus sind deine Spiele, 0 Bachloin, du hast
Die schbnsten der Freuden geleert.

Das ist so des menschlichen Lebens Geschick!
Die Kindheit ist &hnlich dem Bach;

Schnell eilt sid dahin und es endet ihr Gluck,
Fhr folgt etwas Ernsteres nach,




Das Kind wird zum Jungling, der Jingling zum Mann,
Bedeutung das Leben gewinnt;--

Was jeder zum Wohl des ganzen gethan,

Ist's, was seinen Werth nur bestimmt."

Among other mental gymnastics Seines delighted in making
up riddles and charades for the delectation of the readers of the

nSolingen Wochenblatt,”
Réthsel

"Manm preiset den, der jene Kunst erfunden,

Die mich bei treuem Fleisze redlich néhrt;

Und wirklich ist--ich sag' es unumwunden--

Er auch der innigsten Verehrung werth.

Bin jeder braucht von dem was ich bereite,

Sey's Ednig oder sey es Bettler auch;

Denn dasz sich jemand ohne dieses kleide

Ist heut' zu Tage gar nicht melr Gebrauch.

Setzt man den Prepositionen Eine

Dem Rathselworte, das ich meine,

Voran, so hort man den auch nennen,

Den jeder Musensohn wird kennen,"
Aufldsung=von Weber

(Karl Maria)

Charade.

"Finf Sylben hat mein zwiefach's Wort,
Spaziere, Freund, von Ort zu Ort,

In Asien war es frhherhin

Was meine erste Dreizahl nemnnt;

Hier ein'gen Einzeln wird verglnnt;
Das Urpaar bring' es dir in Sinn!

Das letzte Paar sind schdne Frichte,
Sie fallen lieblich ins Gesichte,

So wird dir such das Ganze sein.

Jetzt ge#’ ich'‘s dir, mein Freund, zu rathen:
In Torten und bei manchen Braten--

Da schmecken sie bei gutem Wein.

Deren Auflosung

Die ersten drei Sylben, ich nenne sie dir,
Nicht wahr, sie sind: Parsadies;

Die letzten zwei: Apfel; er schmecket mir,
Sei sauer er oder auch sthssz.

Doch ist mir der Paradiesapfel viel werth,
Wenn er, bis zum Winter verspart,

Mir miirbe denn wird zur Speise beschert,
Denn er ist von lieblicher Art,"




thought and most fervent desire is called "(ebet".

- rime of abbeec does not appear in any other of his poems.

Schlecht".

doubtless patterned after K, T. KOrner's "Gebet Wéhrend der

birthday of our most noble King Frederick William III",

"Vater ich rufe Dich!
Blick auf uns Alle, die vor Dir wir stehen,
Fir unsern Kdénig uns Heil zu erflehen,
Gib' du ihm rechtlichen, frommen Sinn!
Vater, Du fuhre ihn!

Vater, Du fihre iMmi
Gib! bu ihm Weisheit,dasz stets er erblioko,
Was uns gebricht zum vdlligem Gliicke!
Dasz seine Diener zu seinem Gewinn
Gott, stets recht furchten ihn!

Gott, lasz sie furchten ihn!

Dasz die nioht frevelnd das Volk unterdrucken,
Wenn es nach Rast und nach Wahrheit will blioken.
Herr, wie Er will, so lasz sie auch tun;

Vater so werd' es nun!

Gott, Er erkennet dichi
Fromm ist sein Sinn und uns wohltut sein Leben,
Woll'st drum ihn gern viele Jahre noch geben;
Seg'ne erhalt ihn, lenk' seinen Blick
Auf seines Volkes Glick!

Gott, O begliicke ihm'
Schiitz und bewahr ihm des Volks treue Liebe,
Das weder Geiz, Stolz, noch Herschsucht sie trube,
Lasten, wenn g;eioh vom Fursten gehaszt,
Dooh oft sind Landes-Last.

Vater, begliick das Land!
Eintracht und Liebe und Gleichheit und Sitte
Hersch auf dem Throne, und hersch in der Hiutte.
Adel der SeMle, nichts sonst kein Stand,
Gelte in Preuszenland."

A delightful bit of humor is found in "Ich Denke nach".

"Des Abends sasz beim Lampenschein

Am Tische Wilhelm und schlief ein.

Ein Buch lag vor ihm das zum Kissen
Dem schweren Kopf' hatt' dienen miissen.

The song, quoted below, which contains the poets maturest
The peculiar

It was

As the author himself states;YIt was to be sung at the |




Aus diesem Buch sollt er studieren, .

Ich glaube, etwas memoXren.

So schlafend fand ihm der Magister,

Bin Vetter Wilhelms. Ernst und duster

Blickt er ihn eine Weile an,

Und sprach dann zu dem kleinen Mann:

Wilhelm! Wilhelm! was machst du dg?--

Wie da der kleine Wilhelm sahl--

Doch wollt ihr wissen, was er sprachf--

"Herr Vetter, ja----ich denke nach.," {

The incomparable grief which he suffered when, four days
after his arrival in St. Louis, he lost his wife and four children
is expressed in the subjoined elegy. It is dated May, 1836, and |
was written in the seclusion of the Missouri forests whithew he
had teaken flight from the pestilence infested city of St. Louis.

"Hier, wo mit murmelndem @ekose;

Dem Berg' entlang, der Bach sich zieht,
Und wo auf Kiesel, grilin von Moose,

Der Sonne Strahl noch zitternd gliht;
Wo Zuckerbaume und Platanen

Den tiefsten Schatten um sich streu'n,
Da will ich meiner theuren Manen

Ein Denkmal treuer Liebe weih'n.

Sing, Purpurdrossel, deine Lieder,

Und all ihr Vigel stimmet ein!

Von eurem Sange halle wieder

Des stillen Thales diisterer Hain,
Mich birgt des Haines dunkle Laube,
Doch reizt mich nur der Klageton
Wehmitig girr'nder Tirteltaube,
Denn alle Lust ist mir entfloh'n.

Der Freude viel noch zu genieszen
Verliesz ich Freund' und Vaterland,
Und frdhlich durft ich bald begriiszen
Die neue Heimat die ich fand.

Doch ach die grdszten aller Schmerzen
Belasteten schmell mein Gemtith:

Der Tod risz weg von meinem Herzen
A11' die, fur die es heisz gegliht.

In seiner finstern kalten Kammer
Beckt Weib und Xinder nun das Grab!
Und ach! verzweiflungsvoller Jammer
Zehrt langsam nun mein Leben ab.
Die mich an dieses Leboq banden
Mit Preude, Hoffnung, siszer Lust,
Die Blumen mir zu Krlnzen wanden,
Ruh'n nimmer mehr an meiner Brust!
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Warum, O Schicksal sonst so freundlich,
So lédchelnd mir und mild, warum

Trétst du entgegen mir so feindliech,
Und wandtest herb die Schaale um?

Nun siehet du einsam mich und weinen,
Die Freude flieht mein bang @emiith!

Ich flieh' die Welt; in distern Hainen
Tént nun des Herzens Klagelied.

Doch nein ich soll nicht trostlos klagen;--
Hinauf, hinauf, den triiben Blick;

Denn alles Beufzen, alles Zagen

Bringt die Geliebten nicht zurieck.

Da, wo nicht sind der Erde Mangel,

Im schonen Himmel und im Kreis
Wollkomm'ner Wesen, Bel'ger Engel,

Da weilen sie zu Gottes Preis.

Hier einsam magst, mein Herz, du bluten,
Und lassen deinen tiefen Schmersz!

Doch aufschau'n will ich zu den Guten

In steter Sehnsucht himmelwérts.

Einst wird die Nacht auch mich umringen,
Das Irdische zu Staub vergeh'n.

Doch schwebt der Geist auf Engelsschwingen
Hinauf zu sel'gem Wiedersehn.

Ent:ﬁokond, sel'ges Wiedersehen,

Wo Freude nur noch Thranen weint!

In Gottes hohrem Himmelshéhen

Da sind wir Alle dann vereint!

Willlkommen mir du Tag der Wonne,

Du fuhrst mir viele Theure zu;

0, séh' ich glih'n schon deine Sonne!

Komm, z6g're nicht, du Theurer, du!"-- |

Steines' practise of expressing his emotions in poetie formf
and sending such expression instead of letters to the person |
concerned is excellently expressed in a poem addressed to his
second wife. It is dated October 17, 1838, and is,save one, the

last of his extant poems,
An Bertha

"Deim godon?ch! und mein Herz erfullet
Sehnsucht, Holde, einzig nur nach Dir!
Ohne Dich, Geliebte, ach! verhiillet
Alles sich in tiefes Dmnkel mir,

Wag mich liebend an dies Leben kettet,
Was allein mir schenket Se®lenruh;

Was mich sanft auf Rosenlager bettet
Dasz, O Bertha, bist allein nur du!
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Seit du schwandest, fuhl ich eine Leere,

Wie ich nimmer sie vorhergefihlt!

Dasz nur ist es, dasz ich dich entbehre,

Dein geliebtes mir so theures Bild.

Wo ich sein mag,sei's in Freundes Kreise,
der da, wohin die Pfliecht mich fuhrt,

erall vermisz ich dich und leise

Seufzer werden dann der Brust entfihrt.

Wenn ich sonst, Berufes-Pflicht entbunden,
Der Eyholung so bedirftig war

Wie genosz ich d@mn so sel'ge Stunden
Bertha, an dem h&uslichen Altar!

Kam ich heim, so flogst du miy entgegen,
Liebeldchelnd botest du den @rusz;

Und wie klopften mit gewaft'gen Schlsagen
Dann die Herzen bei der Riebe Kusz!

Wemnn ich vormals wohl nicht bei dir weilte,
Und fdr Btunden konnt nicht bei dir sein,--
Wurde losgebunden dann, wie eilte

Ich auf Liebes-Flligeln zu dir Weim.

Ach ein Himmel liegt in deinen Blicken,
Und sie lécheln Seligkeit mir zu!

Holdes Weib wie kannst du mich entzficken,
Wie erfreust und wie beglickest du!

War es mein Geschick dir zu entsagen,
O wie elend wiurd ich dann nieht sein!
Allen Wesen wurde ich es klagen:

Die liebte Bertha war nicht mein!
Den ?danken mag ich gar nicht denken,
Den der Trennung, der so bitter ist,

Todes-Pein musz in die Brust er senken,
So von treuer Liebe uberflieszt.

Bald, bald werd' ich dir entgegen eilen,
Um nicht mehr getrennt von dir zu sein,
Dann mit dir im sch®nen Thale weilen,

Dir mein Leben meine Tage weih'n.

Arm in Arm durchwandeln dann die Haine
Mit dir, theures Weibechen, froh, vergnligt;
Denn wir wissen's; Du bist nur die Meine,
Dein der, der eim deiner Brust dir 1iegt.

Lebe wohl denn, theures Weib! Ich freue
Mich in Schmerz des won'gon Augenblicks,
Wo ich dich umarmen werd' auf's Weue,

Und genieszen meines schdnsten @lucks.
Mancher Seufzer wird mir noch entschw¥nden
Bis zum freudevollen Wiederseh'n.
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Horch, die I#ifte werdens dir verkunden,
S#uselnd sie zu dir hinflber weh'n."

‘ﬁ_-_<—-n—

In addition to poems there is also a considerable amount
of music in manuscript form among Friedrich Steines' papers. Thisl
is deserving of a separate treatment by some one properly equipped

and trained in musiec. |
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