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 CHAPTER I
THE O!'CONNORS OF GRAND FORKS

|

|

|

1 . During the last three decades of the ninebteenth cen-

| .tury, the frontier village of Grand Forks, Dakota Territory,

i - exXperienced a phenomenal growth.l Included in the wave of
settlers were the Ryans and Campbells from the Canadian pro- {
vince of Ontario, and they encouraged friends they had left
vat'homekto follow them.2 In 1881 Edward O!'Connor took their
advice, He was born at Lanrick, Ontario, in 18l17, and
twenty one years later married Honora Lane, who had fwmi-

- grated from Newcastle, Limerick County, Ireland. ZEight

children were born to them and christened in St. John the

Baptist church in near by Perth: Edward John (November 27,

1868), Mary (December 23, 186G), lMichael (November 17, 1871),
William Patrick (June 23, 1873), Thomas Joseph (no date),
Stephen Lawrence (March 21, 1879), Charles Alexander

(November 2, 1881) and James Francis Thaddeus (November 10,

1883), O'Comnor's family remained in Lanrick for two years

R 0 A P A S RS B R T

1 Robert S. Anderson, "A Social History of Grand Forks,
| North Dakota, 1880-191L4" (unpublished M.A. thesis, Univer-
. sity of North Dakota, 1951), 2l.

2 The discussion on J. F, T. O'Connor's early life was
derived largely from a seventy-three page monograph of this
period which he wrote during one of the last years he lived.
| Valuable factual data on the family background was secured
‘ from his brother, Larry O!'Connor, in an interview in his
| home in Grand Forks, North Dakota, on March 13, 1956.

|
%
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wnile he established his business in Grand Forks. In
Decenber, 1883, when James Francis Thaddeus was only a few
weeks old, he brought them to their new home.3

Mr, O'Connor selected a choice site in Grand Forks on f
| which to establish his business, a saloon. Walking along

the bank of the Red River, he tried to determine at which

. point a bridge would be built to connect Grand Forks with
the village of East Grand Forks.t When he had made his de-
cision, he purchaéed a corner lot directly south_of the |
location and on it built a two story brick building.S At o

this time the O'Comnor family lived in a large frame house

on the corner of Alpha Avenue and Third Street. Among

6

Frank's~ first recolleétions was 8itting in its doorway as
it was moved to make room.for the first Dacotah Hotel.7
Bdward O0!'Connor was forced Lo abandon the 1iquor business‘
when Dakota Territory became dry in 1888. Hetturned to

farming then, and purchased five quarter sections of land

3 Interview with Larry O!'Comnor, March 13, 1956,
Ly Qf'Connor manuscript,.19-20; |

5 Located at Third Street and Dellers Avenues, it was
soon the most valuable corner in town., IMrs. O'Connor sold
the bullding after her husband's death, It now houses, in
part, Bubttrey's clothing store. - ‘

! 6 James Francig Thaddeus was commonly called Frank,

= The nickname Jefty, which he acquired later in life, 1s be-
ﬁ lieved to have been originated by President F. D. Roosevelt.
3 Interview with Judge O. B. Burtness, lMarch 27, 1956,

7

O0t*Connor manuscript, 19,
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near the village of Thompson, fourbeen miles south of Grand
Porks.® A typical northern plains sebtlement with hitching
posts, a blacksmith shop and four grain elevators, Thompson

was remembered by Frank in later years as a "delightful

little town with kind People-HQ, Frank's chores on the farm |

i were mich like those of any boy his age in that day. By the
time he was ten years of age he was driving a binder, and

as he grew older, he followed the threshing caravan as it ?
moved from farm to farm.lo | | &

The 0'Connors were of pure Irish stock and adhered de-=

voutly to the Catholic faith. If bad weather prevented them

from getting to mass at Thompson, the prayers were said at
home, Often, while the rosary was being said in the evening,

Frank would fall asleep. Later, he woﬁld awaken to find

himself in the darkened room, his head on his arms, kneeling
at a chair, He could never decide whether he had been

|

§ punished or forgotten. There were impressions made upon
3

{ him during these early years that influenced him for the
| .

rest of his 1ife, His father, a2 heavy smoker, did not want

k)

his sons to smoke until they were of age. F

rank~-and five

; 8 "p steal," recalls Larry O'Connor. Sound buildings,
j all machinery, horses and seed were included for twenty

! dollars an acre. It was purchased from the Alton brothers
| of Chicago. Interview with Larry 0!'Connor, March 13, 1956,

9 0tConnor manuscript, 16.

10 1pi4a., 5.




of his brothers--never did smoke. It was lMrs, 0'Connor that .
recelved a promise from Frank that he would not taste liquor

11 and he remained a f

until he was twenty-one years old,
total abstainer all his life. There may have been obher in-

! fluencing factors here, too, He recalled in later years

that the lectures he had heard in their little country school
on the results of alcoholism had been "most impressive," and

? thét a Thompson saloon fire, which cauéed several deaths,

had been the subject of many sérmons.

During the winter months the O!'Connors lived in Grand

Forks to enable the older boys to cdntinue.their education, -

The‘younger 0t!Connor children found themselves in school

most of the yéar because in addition‘to the elémenfary | ﬂ
school in Grand Forks, they attended the little one-room

school in Américus Township which continuéd-late in the

-spring and reopened early in the fall.12

Here the Irish
found themselves outnumbered by the Norwegians who, never-

theless, "were true Americans and respected the rights of ,

minoritieé."lB Frank completed his elementary education at

S84, Bernard's Academy in Grand Forks, a parochial school

)

|
| .

| which was founded in 1885 by the parishioners of St. lMichael's
; ‘

i

i

i

11 Fargo Forum, July 3, 1919, (Clipping)

i 12 Tnterview with Larry O'Commnor, March 13, 1956, ' !
| Country schools did not operate December-iarch in the 1880's
.and '90's,

13 o1Gonnor manuscript, 3.




Catholic church.lLL During these early yeabé he had a vari-
ety of part-time jobs. Among them was the task of selling
small steel savings banks for‘the Union National Bank, He
sat in & chair in the president's office, bundled in a tight
fitting overcoat, his feet reaching only half way to the
floor, as he listened to the terms of the agreement. It was
the.first time he had ever heard of party of the first paft
and'party of the second part, and had no'idea what they‘
meant,l5 Like countlsss other boyé, he also shined shoes
and sold newspapers., At one time during'his high school

career he held down two jobs, dividing his attention between

the Lyons bicycle shop and the Brown and Rogers confectionery

store.16 Frank enjoyed participating in the Sunday basesball
games, usually playing short stop or one of the field posi=-
tions. A sport in which he seemed equally interested, but
from a spectator's standpoint} was horse and cutter racing,
The local fellows With thelr girls by their sldes, raced up
and down Third Street. "It was a beaubiful sight to see

these fine driving horses with their heads high in the air,

thelr mouth and nostrils frostsd and their hot breath like

white smoke 28 it contacted the below zero weather;"l7

L Anderson, 8lL, The name was later changed to St.
James Acadenmy.

15 otConnor manuscript, 25.
1% 1p14., 23.
17 Tpig., 13.




Bveryone enjoyed riding, and the livery stables did a thriv-
ing business renting teams and hacks or sleighs for Sunday
drives around town.18

Edward O!'Connor died in January, 189, His eldest son

and namesake followed at the age ofrtwenty-five, in 1899,

and Mrs., Ot'Connor in 1903.19 Michael, who was a senior at

! the University of North Dakota at the time of his father's
death, left school to care for the farm, It was Tom, ho&ever,
who eventually operated it and Michael became'aésociated with
his brother, William, in the Farmers' and Hechanics! bank in
Grand Forks. .Larry, a jeweler for Séveral years, later pur-
chased a dairy farm near the city limits. While attending

St, Thomas, a boys' school in HMinneapolis, Charles wag in-
Jured in a skatihg accident. He was hospitalized of in the

20

care of his family for the rest of his life. Hary, called

Minnie, married a local druggist, C. P. Trepanier, and lived

her entire life in Grand Forks,ol |
O’Connor,kmeanwhile, had completed his courses at St,

Bernard’s Academy and was ready to enter the preparaﬁory de~-

partment of the University of North Dakota. In the fall of

1899, William, who had graduated from the University six

| 18 Anderson, 30,

19 Interview with Larry O!'Connor, March 13, 1956,
20 1bid.

21 She and Larry are the only surviving members of the
family., ‘ :




years before, took him to Grand Forks and introduced him to

President Merrifield,22

This university professor was to
inspire O'Connor to a greater degree, perhaps, Ehan any other
individual, O!Connor's first crisis at the University
ocecurred when Dr, George S, Thomas, Prdfessor of Latin, apd
Deaﬁ of the College of Liberal Arts complaihed to Merrifield
that he was not far enough advanced to be in college.‘vThe
President asked O'Connor to conjugate the verb "amo.," That
was simple, It»héd been part of the class lesson only half
an hour before., On this basis he was allowed to continme -
his studies, "No ome ever graduated from high school in
those days, you just slid into college.. e o and ﬁhé exact
moment was never known unless you happened tq go to the |
Regisbrar and find out how many credits you had."23 These
years were active ones for O'Connor and later in life he re-
called, "It seems I was always organizing societies."Zu. It
was in oratory that he had his greabest interest. The
uniVersiﬁy had several debating societies and through them
the leadership of the upper classes deVeloped.Z5 Many of
North Dakobta's prominent political figures of that time re-

. e s . . . . 2
ceived their training in public speaking in these circles,

22 ptConnor manuscript, 37.

23 grgonmor manuscript, 38. He was referring in this
instance to the University's preparatory department.

2l 1piq., Lo.
25 1pid., 38.
26 1pi4,, L1,



O'Connor however, objected to the coeducational plan of
these organlizations. There were others who supported his

attitudse, including Sveinb jorn Johnson, his future law

 partner. Believing that better work could be done by a

gociety composed only of young men, 0!'Connor started a club
that became Ad Altiora27 and served aé its first president,
But he and his friends had reckoned without the faculty, who
insisted that msmbership be open to women., Thevstudent

organizers altered the constitution, but no women sought

~entry into the society. Later, the founders scored their

victory when they changed the wording back to its original
form, A |

Iﬁ Ad Altiora O'Connor develbped an ability that was
perhaps his most valuable asset throughout his life, But his
firgt public speaking appearance did not give himkgrounds for
encouragement, The occasion was the presenﬁation of a por=-
trailt of Johh M. Cochrane to the univefsity. Cochrane, ab
aistinguished North Dakota lawyer, had taught in the univer-
sity's law department and had died while serving as a menber
of the state supreme coart,28 Ot'Connor expected praise when
Professor Veynon P. Squires stopped him in the hallway the

next morning, and was somewhal astounded to hear instead,

Forks, North Dakota, March 27, 195

2T ppanslated: "To greater heights,"

28 01gonnor manuscript, 42. As a result of OfConnor's
persunasion, the university bought Cochrane's superb law
library, which provided the nucleus for the present univer-.
sity law library., Interview with Judoe 0. B, Burtness, Grand




"Frank, you have a lot of energy and it should'be‘directed
in the right chamnel. I heard your speech last evening and
it was the worst speech I ever heard."9 But the encourag-
ing words OfConnor had received from his mother when he was
a child proved to be of greater influence than Professor
Squire's rebuke. Mrs. O'Connor had read speéches of great
men to him and had promiéed him that he would be a great
oravor some day if he never gave up. And he kept trying.
He entered every debating and oratofical contest and his
diligence waﬁ rewarding. He was the first recipient of ths
Palmer Medai, an award made annually to the member of Ad
Altiora who, in the judgement of his fellow members, showed

30

the greatest improvement and was most deserving of honoaor.

31

Later, he won the Merrifield Oratorical Prize and received
second place in the Western League of Oratory.32 In debate
he was less effective. He did nob abbain recogaition in
that respect until he became a student at Yale University.
He was especially disillusioned when he was eliminated as a
member of the North Dakota team for the Univsrsity of

Manitoba debate, considered to be the most signifiéant event

of ibts kind during the year. Again Merrified was an

29 0!Connor manuscript, U2, v -

30 yniversity Bulletin, II, No. 3 (Grand Forks, 1905),
28-29, | | ,

31 O'Connor manuscript, hh.

32 The Weelkly Student (University of North Dakota),
Juns 1, 1907.
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Society, which had as its aim

inspiration to him. Calling O’Connbr into his office he
said, "I heard you last night . . . I was one of the judges.
What I am going to say to you can make you é:great failure
or a fine success . . . I_voted fof you a8 a member of our
team, I believe you were the best speaker of all, Your
manner is natural and your voice is good. - Now you can go
out of here and say, 'I'm a good speaker,! and just stopr
working or you can goloﬁt of here and continue to wbrk hard,
speak whenever you can, and when you leave thils university
you should be the best speaker we have ever produced,"33
Oratory did not receive 0'Connor's undivided attention,
however, He assisted in the ofganizaﬁion of thebceltic'
", . . to unite the descendents
of the o0ld Celtic tribes . . . o keep alive the memory . . .
to save from oblivion some of their‘writings; and to excite
an interest in thosé who without losing their Celtic in-
dividuality, have played so great a part in American'life;"Bu
It was probably stimulated by the develoﬁment of Scandinévian
ianguage study and the fine Scandinavian (mostlyvNorwegian)
collection at the University. O'Connor wrote the Celtic
Society's constitution35 and served as president of the

organizétioﬁ in 1908.36 He participated moderately in

33 0tConnor manuseript, L3.

34 The Dacoban, 1908, 123.

35 41Gonmor manuscript, L1,

30 The Dacotah, 1908, 123.
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athletics, also. Although he never made the first team in
football, basketball, or baseball, his own account states
that he revamped the Athletic Association constitution and
served.as manager of the football team,37 While he piloted
the group they made a trip to Wisconsin, the greatest dis-
tance they had travelled until that time. They were assured
their expenses, but they were not reimbursed until after
they reached Wisconsin, That necessitated a considerable
amount of finesse on Frank's part as even the rail tickéts
had to be secured on credit. It was, withoubt doubt, his
éiplomaoy in making the arrangements'that made the trip
possible. |

In 190l the Dakota Student became a weekly 1nstead of a

monthly paper, and it was O'Connor who began agitating for

the chanoe.38

There was considerable opp051tion from the
faculty who believed that‘the literary scandards would be
lowered by frequent publication, but the students triumphed
and at least one edition a week has been publishéd ever
since, O'Connor was elected associate editor in his senior
year.39

He gained valuable experience in the field of journalism

outside the classroom, also, During the summer vacation he

37 O'Connor manuscript, MO-
38 Ibido: )_!.lo :

39 1pid., Lo
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edited the Lakota American when the editor was on a vacation
trip.uo In Grand Forks, he covered the baseball games for

the Duluth Evening Herald and Minnéapolis Tribune.hl He also

provided these papers with a weekly column of university news
znd an occasional short story. This was all done while he

worked after classes at the Grand Forks Daily Plaindealer,

He had got the position as copy reader for the Plaindealer

only after persistently pursuing the manager, editor and

everyone else on the staff. He soon proved hig worth. Huch

of the initiative that was to win for him such a prominent

position in life was displayed here, When Editor Fred
Lincoln became ill, Frank assumed full responsibility for
writing the editorials and publishing the paper, The owner
knew nothing of the situation at the time, but wanted to re-
place Lincoln with O'Connor when he became aware of the
:’mcident.iL2 Ot'Connor, who was grateful for ﬁhe guldance he
had received from the editor, convihced the owner they should
both stay.

But this journaliétic»experience inciuded trying moments,'é
too. He published an obituary of a critically ill Northern
League baseballlplayer onlj to find that the rﬁmor of his

death had been false. He became equally red-faced over an

bO 11,44, 26.
bl 1p14., 28.

42 1u14,, 27.




incident that occurred during the Russilan-Japanese War.
Since the Japanese had the Russian fleet immobilized in Port

Arthur, he felt that the headline "Russian General Worried"

‘would apply to anything that could happen while he was at a

baseball game. Luckily, he returned to the office befors
going to the ball park, just as the first papers were coming
off the press., His headline read, "Russian General Married."
Most of these first issues weré circulated on rural routes,
but one reached the hands of the owner's father-in-law, He
came up the next day. The headline was unusual, he thoughb
31nce he could not find anythlng about a wedding in the
paper. The owner and his father-in-law asked O'Connor for
a paper and he handed them the last edition without cormment,
continuing to pound the keys on his typewriter. "tWell,
well, Charles,! said the kindly old gentleman, 'ﬁy eyes are
gebulna rather poor., I'll have to change my glasses. rnli3

It was through his newspaper work that O!'Connor attended
his first political conventions., In 1906? the Duluth Herald,

Minneapolis Tribune and Grand Forks Daily Plaindealer sent

‘him as a reporter to the last state nominating conventions

that were held before the primary elections went into effect. hﬁ
The Democratic convention hesld at Rhnot.nom;nated John Burke,

a Dovils Leke lawyer, for governor. E. Y, Sarles was

b3 154, 28.

e Ibid., 29.
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renominated at the Republican convention in Jamestown. It
was rumored that a Republican ieader, Hugh'Ryan of Grand
Forks, had a promising slate. Under a piedge of secrecy
OtConnor finally got the names from him and wrote the story.
He wired it to his papers, cautioning them to keep the article
in reserve until he informed them definitely of the nomina-
tions, When Ryan's followers gained control of the convention
O'Connor Wired his papers to releasethe article. It was s
gfeat chanée, but he succeeded in "scooping" all the other
newspapers. When the vote for the'governorship,was being-
counted one of the reporters recelved an inquiring wire from
his paper saying that the Tribune was alreédy on the‘street
with the whole ticket! Greatest thrill of all came when‘thé
unsolicited sunmmary O!Connor had written appeared on the
front page of the Minneépolis Sunday 'I‘ribt;u’;te.LLS |
0'Connor received his A, B, degree from the University
of North Dakota in 1907; a year later he was granted the LL.B.
degree from the same school., His academic record Was’
n"iétinguished. Chosen to be one of the commencement speak-
ers, he was awarded the coveted Sidney Clark Commencement

Prize.l}6 His subject was "John C. Calhoun" and in later

L5 O'Connor manuscript, 30-31., Some time later, while
traveling with the football team as manager, Frank stooped
to see Charles Hamblin, managing editor of the Minneapolis
Tribune, Hamblin immediately inquired about Frank's father
and wanted to know if he was with him, "When I told him my
father died when I was nine years old his pipe nearly dropped
from his teeth." ,

46 Grand Forks Herald, June 1L, 1907.
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years he recalled, "Imagine my surprise wnen I looked at the
-program and found out that George B, Winship . . . a veferan
of the Civil War, state commander of the G. A. R. and a
leading Republican was chairman of the committee of judges.
The decision was unanimous . . '"h7

At the suggestion of President Merrifield, O'Connor
entered the Yale Law School the following Seiﬂ:embe:c*.LI‘8 The
boys from the western part of the country were soon making
OtConnor's room their hee:-).cyiqu,lanc*‘te:c*sa.L"9 Perhaps their most

illustrious classmate was Robert A.'Taft,,son of the

President of the United States, O‘Cbnnor nominated him for

the presidency of the Debating Union and he was elected.50

Their law group formed the John C. Calhoun chapter of Phi

Alpha Delta,>l Arthur Koontz, the first justice of the

47 1y13., b5, Later the cration was published in the
Grand Forks Herald and i1t attracted the attention of John
? Temple Graves of the Atlantia Constitution. ". . . this
dlstlngulshed writer and orator wrote a three column edito~
rial praising the good will and tolerance of the Unlver51ty
that graduated such a person.

}
. 48 Ibid., Merrifield had been a classmate of President
William Howard Taft at the sames school,

49 Peoria Star, February 6, 1921, (Clipping)

! 50 g5tgonnor manuscript, 51, In 19,0 Senator Taft was

‘ a menber of the Judiciary committee of the United States
Senate and voted for O!'Comnorts nomination as United States
District Judge for Southern California,

51 Shortly after his return from Yale, Frank was instru-
mental in securing a national charter for Corliss chapter
of Phi Alpha Delta at the University of North Dakota. Inter-
view with Judge 0. B, Burtness, Grand Forks, North Dakota,
Mareh 27, 195% .

B




chapter, became a prominent lawyer in West Virginia. TYears
later O'Connor recalled: "Arthur and I were selected as

the first two delegates to thé Phi Alpha Delta national con-
ventlon in Chicagb in June, 1901l. In 1920 he was nominated
by the Democratic Party for governor of West Virginia, and I
was nominated for governor of North Dakota by'the same party,
n52

Those were Republican vears and we both met the same fate.

OtConnor's first experience at a national convention

came shortly after he enrolled at Yale, The United Irishmen

were assembled in Fanueil Hall in Boston, and O'Connor

53 The freedom of Ireland

seized the opportunity to attend.
was a live question at that time, and he had become familiar

with some of the issues through the magazine, Irish World,

to which the O'Conncr famlly had subscribed. With no pre-
vious notice, O!'Connor was called upon to speak., Why, he
never knew, and he never coula remeviber what he said;A'Ie was
impressed by the prominent Irishmen he met, including poliﬁi—
cal leader John E, Redmond, who continued to keep in touchA
with him and sent him a box of shamrocks from the "old sod"

5l

At Yale, O'Connor gained his long sought recognition in

every St, Patrick's Day.

debate, Elected president of the Kent and Weylahd debating

52 1pid., 50.
53 Toid., L6,

sk Ibid.
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" on his own team appear weak and inefficient beside him.

clubs, he was also capbain of the Yale team which debated’
against Harvard.ss In seven contests between the two
schools, O'Connor Erought home seven first prizes.56 On one
of these occasions, the Boston Journal cdmmented: "0tConnor
of Yale was, without doubt, the best debater of the evening
on either team, So strong was he that he even made the men
u57
According to one account, Yale President Elliot (sic)
credited him with meking the "greatest speech ever heard in
4,158 feved

a debate at Harvar ‘Repeating the record he achieved at
the University of North Dékota, he gained many oratorical
awards, Included were the Weyland Debating prize,'the
Demosthenes Medal, and the Townsend Oratorical Award, in the
form of one hundred dollars in gold, which was announced ab
the cohmenoement exercises.59 |

O'Connor received the LL.B. degree from Yale in 1909
and the M.A, inblglo. In September of that year he accépted

an offer to serve as instructor on the Yale faculty. He

taught public speaking and remained in the position for two

55 Tbid., 51.

56 Tower City Topics, June 5, 1919, The Yale records
were not checked for confirmation,

5T The Dacotah, 1910, 208.

58 peoria Star, February 6, 1921,

59 OfConnor manuscript, 50.



years.éo When urged to return for a third year he declined,

stating he chose to follow the.legal profession, To do so,
he returned to his boyhood home of Grand Forks. Attorney
Scott Rex invited him to use a small office in his suite in
the Security Building. O!Connor's early political interests
could not have been advanced much by this aSsociation for he
recalled later, "His time was divided between law and golf.
He cared nothing about politics and I never was sure to
which pérty he belonged."él

OfConnor's first casé'involved a fight between a chef
and his helpef in the kitchen of the Hqtel Dacotah, He
sqccessfully defended the helper and kept the fifty-dollar
promissory note he received as a souvenier.ég Undoubtedly
this was the first of many similar cases he handled while he
was becbming established in the profession. In 191 he
entered into a law partnership with SVeinbjorn Johnson.63
The two had graduated in the same law class at the University
of North Dakota in 1908. During the two years following his

graduation, while O'Connor was at Yale, Johnson organiged

60 Tbid., 52.

61,19;@., 53. Included in O'Connor's outside activity
was membership in the Knights of Columbus and the Elks
Lodge. He was also natlonal president of the Intercollegiate
Debaters and Orators of the United States from 1913 to 1917,
The Register, larch 22, 1919; Grand Forks Herald, September

29, 1949; Fairmount News, undated. (Clipping

62 1154., 71.

63 Grand Forks Herald, March 9, 1921,
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the legislative referehce department at Bismarck, which he

operated until 1911 when he opened a law pracfice at Cavalier,

North Dakota, A year and a half later he acoepted.a:position

in the Politicai Sciencevdepartment at the stats university i

where he remained until he entered partnership with O'Cc:nnor'.él+
The years that followed found them with strikingly

similar careers as both became active in state Democratic

circles., In 1916 O'Connor was slected to the stabte legis-

- lature., His introduction to political life came at a

significant time in North Dakota's history.




CEAPTER II
MIDDLE OF THE ROAD OPPONENT OF THE NPL

The opening of the fifteenth,legislative session brought
a shift in emphasls on the North Dakota political scene, Con-
trolled by the farmers' organizatlon, the Nonpartisan League,
the assembly represented victory for the agrariesn interests

of the state., As in the entire midwest, there had long been

dissatisfaction with the agricultural economy in North Dakota.

The resulting agitation for reform had éppeared in successive
movements whose forces were spent when prosperous yéars re-
appeared., But the need for amelioration continued to pfesent
itseif, and it became progressively more pronounced, ﬁvery
facet of North Dakota's economy was susceptlible to abuse, but
the source of 2ll difficulty was the primary cash crop--wheat.

The farmer was donvinced, and rightly so, that he was being

deprived of a just share ol his profits. A number of forces

contributed to this situation, Marketing presented a problem,

1 Discussion on North Dakota's agrarian problems may be
found in Robert H, Bahmer, "The Economic end Political Back-
ground of the Non-Partisan League" (unpublished Ph,D. thesis,
University of Minnesota, 1941); Andrew A, Bruce, Non-Partisan
League (New York, 1921); Herbert E, Gaston, The Nonpartisan
League (New York, 1920); Robert L, Morlan, "The Political
History of the Nonpartisan League" (unpublished Pa. D. thesis,
University of Minnesota, 1949); hereafter cited as MNorlan,
"Nonpartisan League", Robert L. Morlan, Political Prairie
Fire, the Nonpartisan Leagus, 1915-1922 (lMinneapolis, 1955),
hereafter cited as Morlan, Prairie Filre; Charles Edward
Rusgsel, The Story of the Nonpartisan League (New York, 1920),
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The Minneapolis Chamber of Commerce exercised an effective
monopoly of the grain trade, controlling line elevators,
terminal elevators, grain tradsrs and commission housés.
Cooperating with thilis monopoly were the railrocads. Indica-
tive of thelr exorbitant transportation fees 1s the fact
that around the turn of the century the cost of grain ship-
ment from western North Dakota to lake port was often

2

greater than from lake port to London.” "Phantom switching"

~fees were a source of annoyance.3 They were seldom demanded

by the railroad (%1,50 per car), but often extracted from
the farmer by the grain handler.u In addition, a fraudulsnt
grading system, whereby an inferior grade of wheat in the
farmer's hand became "No. 1 hard" at the terminal elevator,
understandably created discontent.5 Contributing to this
unfavorable situation was the banker, who charged high
interest rates and extended only short Term loans at a time
when the farmer needed easy, long-term credit.6 Merchants,

sspeclally machinery dealers, were gullty of charging prices

2 Charles N. Glaab, "John Burke and the North Dakota
Progressive Movement" (unpublished M.A., thesis, University of
North Dakota, 1952), 12,

3 William W. Phillips, "The Growth of a Progressive:
Asls J. Gromna" (unpublished M,A. thesis, University of
North Dakota, 1952), 1L1,

b Morlan, Prairie Fire, 11-12,

5 Jackson K. Putnam, "The Socialist Party of North
Dakota, 1902-1918" (unpublished M.A. thesis, University of
North Dakota, 1956), 3.

6

Bahmer3 75"‘87 -
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that at times netted profits of "twenty-five to one-hundred
per cent above normalllevels."7 Tax rabtes increased annual-
17,8 with a rising mortzage indebtednsss as a natural result.
The 1911 legislative session increased the power of the
railroéd dommission to control rates which eased this aspect
of the situation,9 but many other 1ills continued to exist.
To remedy these the farmers sought cooperative action., Their
most significant achievement was in the field of marketing,

which they endeavored to control through the American Society

‘éf Equifcy.lo " In North Dakota this organization's cooper-

ative arm, the Equlity Cooperative Exchange, perénnially led
the agitation for.a state owned terminal elevator, which had
been g political issue since the beginning of statehood.ll
A1l agitation had become centered in the demand for this
terminal elevator, which was supported by many eleﬁents in
the state including the North Dakota Bankers!? Association‘.l'2

Successive state legislatures had paved the way for construc- ?

‘tion of the terminal since 1909, but the 1915 assembly

abruptly killed it.13 Equity leader George Loftus and his

T Morlan, "Nonpartisan League", 32-33; Morlan, Prairie

8 Bahmer, 87-91,
9 Glaab, 152,

10 ppiziips, Wil.
11 Putnam, 8,

12 Bahmer, 243,

13 pnillips, 140.
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g group of farmer lobbyists were rebuffed by ths 1egiSlature.lh
- The -indignation that resulted was the immediatg factor in
the rise of the Nonpartisan League.15 » -
The initial growth of this farmer organization was

phenomenal, Conceived by A, C. Townley while he was an

organizer for the Socialist Party, it was designed for g
political action, ahdAits goal was to capture the major par- ‘

ies from wiﬁhin.lé The aims of the League were conerete and
immediaﬁe. In contrast to the Equity plan Qf private cooper-

atives, it favored state ownership of industrial enterprises

including terminal elevators, flour mills, packing houses

and cold storage plants., The state government was to sell
hail insurance on the acreage tax basis and operate rural
credit banks at cost. In addition, farm improveménts werse
to be exempted from faxation and grain grading and inspec-

17

tion wers to be state controlled. This program loomed as

a radical threat to democracy in the eyes of many throughoub

the nation. 0 North Dakota was considered a Socialistic
laboratory,

This fifteenth legislative session was to conduct the

U mpid., we.
15 1pig.

16 1p14., 3.
17 Gaston, 60,

18 "y New National Party," Literary}Digesﬁ, v
(August 11, 1917), 13-1l.

{
1
e e e e < [ B



firgt oxperiment. In the 1916 election, the League had been
given a majority of twenty-five in the HouseTOf Represent-
atives.l9 Control of the senaté was not achieved, but League
optimists predicted that it would be effected through the .

20 And the

cooperation of at least seven holdover senatorsl
governorship was theirs, Lynn J. Frazier, a farmer from the
village of Hoople, had been swept into office by the biggest
ma jority ever given a gubernatorial candidate in North

21, It was with great enthusiasm and excitement that

Dakota.
the fifteenth legislative asseubly convened in January, 1917.
An Emmons county'senator, in a flurry to get to the capitol,
forgot collar and tie until he arose to address ths chair.22
Governor Frazier set the tone early when he annbunced that
}there would be no inaugural ball.23 The farmer legislators
had desceﬁded on Bismarck for a ?urpose;—theré was no time
for frills,

It was in this gsettling that O'Connor made his political

debut, He was to play an importanﬁ role, As a cry arose

from the conservative press warning of the threat to the

19AMbrlan, Prairie Fire, 89,

20 1pidg., 87.
2l Tpid,
22 Grand Forks Herald, January 3, 1917.

23 Morlan, Prairie Fire, 92-93, Influential, perhaps,
was Frazler's strict adherance to the Methodist faith, which
did not approve of dancing.




social structure, the minority felt its‘obligation keenly.
‘Party lines blurred as the.Léague and antifLeague forces be-
gan consolidating., Democrats and Republicans alike comprised
-the stalwart camp which opposed the League innovations, The
‘Grand Forks Herald asserted that the gtalwart forces were
willing to deal fairly with their colleagues and give them
"Pull recognition as long as they are gbod."eu

But soon 1t was the stalwarts whOVWere seeking recogni-
tion, Their primary‘complaint was directed against the

League's secret caucus in which all proposed League legisla-.

tion was determined and discussed, Townley, with foresight,

had arranged to lease the Northwest Hotel Ffor the enbire

25 1

sesslon, It was there that nightly sessions were held to

formulate League doctrine, sécure unified action, and school
thes I1nexperlenced farmer-legislators in parliamentary debate.26
Since all members were pledged to vote in the chambers in
accordance with the majority vote of the caucus,'ths
legislative machinery of the House was effectively controlled
by the League. The senate, where League strengbth was ﬁot as

great or as dependable, provided the only check on the League

i steamroller,

The session proved to be a period of asgitation in which

| 2l Grand Forks Herald, January 3, 1917.
§ 25 Mbrlan, Prairie Fire, 96-99.‘

26 Ibid.,, 96.
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the League Tamiliarized the citizens of the state with their
objectives and laid the groundwork for the realizatibn of
these aims, It was not until the sixteenth legislative
assenbly convened two years later that most of the legis-
lation was actually enacted. But it was during this "soften- -
ing" process that the voice of the minority was most A
distinetly heard. This conservative elemént exercised great
effort to apply the brakes as the League raced down a seem=
ingly radical road., In this attempt, O!'Connor's oratorical
ability served the mlnority well, Poliéhed~ana articulate,
he provided a striking contrast'té:tha ma jority of the
Leaguers wno were without experience in public speaking. The

Bismarck Tribune reported his letting out the "tremmlo stop

. « . unbil he had the eagle back of the speaker's chair

shedding toars. "2

He achisved dramatic effects'by allowing
his voice to rise to a crescendo and subsequently drop to a
whisper which could still be heard in the remotest corner

of the hall,Z0

The most significant debate of the sesslon, in which
0'Connor played a dominant part, centered around House Bill

AM, a proposed revision Qf the state constitution. It was

self evident that the League's program of state industries

could not be achieved without some type of constitutional

T Bismarck Tribune, January 12, 1917. (Clipping)

8
Sharon Reporter, October 26, 1917, (Clipping)




change.29 Townley declared, "Cowpunchers and Indian fighters

planned the present constitution of North Dakota, the farmers

of the state were not considered."’? That these implications

alarmed the conservatives can well be imagined, but in the
argument over the method of achieving a change they possessed
an effective weapon, The League considered the usual amend=-
ment procedure too time consuming and proposed a number of
alternative methods., These included plans for a'constitu-
tional convention comprised of either legislétors or dele-

gates elected by the people. When it was evident that these

procedures were vulnerable to attack on the basis of legality,

the League determined that a regular bill might bring the
desired results. |

House Bill hh, embodying the revised constitution, came
up for debate on January 25. O'Connor, who opened the dis-
cussion, set the stage the previous day by warning the
ma jority leaders that they wbuld expose themselves to severe
criticism if they attempted to thwarﬁ the minority by gag.
methods.Bl Half an hour before the;session open the |
galleries and corridors were filled with interested specta—
tors, and the senators adjourned éarly in order that they

32

might hear the debate in the House, Although House ruling

29 Morlan, Pralrie Firs, 100,

30 Mandan Daily Piomeer, January 18, 1917. (Clivping)
31 Unmarked, undated clipping.

32 pargo Courier News, January 26, 1917. (Clipping)
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considering.

28

limited debate to twenty minutes, O'Connor was given all the

~ time he desired and spoke for an hour and a nalf.32 Even

caucus members joined in the frequent and sincere applause
in spite of the fact that several of their colleagues con-
temptuously continued to rsad newspapers,Bu

O'Conpor shrewdly concentrated on the question of
legaliﬁy. Citing similar instances in other states, he in-
dicated that such procedures had never been supported by the
codrts.BS He quoted sections of the decisions on the o
Nebraska and Indiana bonstitutions, conolﬁding’that.he failed
to find any sanction of the method North Dakota was currently
36 Effective, also, was his emphasis that the
peopls should be consulted on the desirability of a cén—
37

stitutional convention, O'Connor proposed two methods of
revision: the regular coursé of amendment and the convention.
Without recommending either, he asserted that the citizens

of the state, in any event, should be givéﬁ the opportunity
to éxercise thelr rightful authority.38 He had a point,

In framing the constitution, the people had raquired the con-

currence of two successive legislative assemblies and a

33 114, |
3L Grand Forks Herald, Jamuary 20, 1917,

35 New Rockford State Center, January 26, 1917. (Clipping)

36 Fargo Courier News, January'26, 1917. (Clipping)

37 Pargo Forum,. January 26, 1917. (Clipping)
38 1bid.
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general election for any émendment. A revision by a single
session39 hardly seemed acceptable.

He then briefly attacked specific provisions, including
the "blue sky" limit on indebtedness, public ownership, and
the infringement on public school funds.uo But his greatest
ermphasis was not here. These were measures for which the
majority was clamoring; better to atback the means to the end
than the end itself, 0'Connor was absent two days later when
House Bill h& was voted upon in the House, but no one was in
doubt as to his attitude, And his dissent would have had no
influence as the measure was overwhelmingly endorsed by a
vote of 81 to 28.Al It met a somewhat different fate in the
senabte, however, where a more conservative group, by a vote
of 28 to 21, killed the bill,t?

Thus the constitutional revision schemes were thwarted,
but there were other lissues to be considered; The league's
vision of staté-owned‘industries was dimmed by the‘defeat'of
House Bill i, but the Nonpartisans were determined to con-

gtruct a bterminal elevator. This would now have to be

39 Followed by submission to the people. Ibid.

Lo It was proposed that loans to speculative enterprises
could be made from this fund., Fargo Forum, January 26, 1917.
(clipping)

ul Journal of the House of the Fiftoenth Session of thp
Legislative Assembly, 1917 (Bismarck, 191(), 337.

42 Journal of the Semats of the Fifteenth Session of the
Lecislative Assombly, 1017 (Bismarck, 19L()s 250,
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the previous plan. Clearly, the bill was a compromise, but

financed through taxation, not by bond issues as had been
there was a general consensus among Leaguers that it ﬁas a
step in the right direction. It came somewhat of a surprise,
therefore, to have Frazier apply a veto. His numsrous rea-
sons all pointed to his belief that in two years they would
be abls to have the mill and elsvator system they really
wanted.au This is significant here only because his wveto
provided O!'Connor with an effective political weapon for
future caméaigns.

The sharpest debates in which O!'Connor participated dur-

ing these sixby days found him pitted against C. P. Peterson

of Towner county and L, L. Stalr of Bobttineau. Tempers
feared when Stair implied that O'Connor's sympathies in-
clined toward big business interééts.us.'ﬂot only did

O!Connor deny the charge, but he criticized Stair and Peterson
for the caustic remarks they had been hurling at him and

other minority members throughout the ses.sion.h'6 This dis-
sension presented itself in Stair's proposal to make Fargo

the permanent site of the State Fair.h7 Such an act would

hurt Grand Forks because it had been the practice to hold the

U3 ymich would be a specific liability against the

industries themselves, Unmarked, undated clipping.

Y Morlan, Prairie Fire, 107-108,

45 Grand Forks Herald, February 16, 1917.

46 1p14,
47 Unmarked, undated clipping.
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fair alternately in the two cities. O'Connor did not faill
to accept Stair'!s challenge. Assisted by other represent5
atives of Grand Forks county, he successfully argued that

the measure was discriminatory, aimed at penalizing the |
northeastern section of the state. As a result, the bill was

18

Again they exchanged words when a bill was introduced to

indefinitely postponed.

deprive the supreme court justices of theilr $500 annual ex-
pense account, The iséue evolved into’a mere technicality
when the justices' $500 allowancevwas terminated but their
salary increased by the Same amount.ug Asked if he believed
the members of the court would quite their posts if deprived

of this pay, O'Connor responded with a question, "Would you

if your pay was cut from five dollars to three dollars per

day? "I would," came the reply.so, The vote testified that
manj agreed and that fhe Grand Forks legislator had made his‘
point, . | | | |

Before the assembly adjourned O!'Connor initiatsd or
supported numerous measures that could have been a part of
any session, regardless of regime. And considering the
urgency of the farmer prograﬁ, which was uppermost in the

minds of most people throughout the state, many of the

18

Unmarked, undated clipping.
49 114,

50 Unmarked, undated clipping.




proposals seem insignificant., O'Connor introduced a bill re-
questing the United States government to establish a national
park at the Fort Berthold reservation, He labored hard for
his Memorial Day blll through which he wanted to ban parti-
cipation in sports and otvher kinds of-entertaiﬁment oﬁrthat

Sl

day. Violation of the act would be punishable by imprison-

ment or fine. The conviction of most of the members that

public sentiment would not uphold its enforcement caused its

defeat.52

Measures introduced by the minority were not beginning
to feel the effects of the Leagus steamrollér which was ﬁo
operate so flawlessly in the next 1egislative session.53
OtConnor felt its weight when a motion he offered concerning
éhild labor was overwhelmingly turned down.gu When League

representative B, D. Arnold proposed the same motion only

minutes later, "every caucus sworn menber . . . yelled 'aye!

" his loudest just as /he/ had shouted 'mo! to Mr. O'Connor.

.“55 But bitterness was brushed aside for the moment
when Jjovial merrymaking accompanied adjournrment in the early

hours of March 3., In both houses, the usual night addresses

51 Grand Forks Herald, January 9, 1917,

52 Unmarked, undated‘olipping.

53 Grand Forks Herald, January 30, 1917,
b Unmarked, undated clipping.

55 1bid.
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of felicitation were exchanged and in the House it was

0tConnor who pfaised Speaker H. R, Wood and presented him

56

with a picture of the group. He participated in another

ot B

type of vocalizing when he and several other members clus-
tered around the desk of Staale Hendrickson and "“harmoniously,
if not with harmony, sang the praises of friend and foe."57 |
The fifteenth legislative assembly had, actually,
accomplished little in the way of concrete legislation to

facilitate development of the League program. Bubt the

issues were now clear in the minds of the people and they

could easily detect the course of events. The League would
accept no compromlse and had adopted the slogan, "A whole
58 |

loaf or none," Two years later, the sixteenth session
would bring to high noon the new day that had dawned in North
Dakota,

After ad journment, a faction of,the'conservative ele-

ment met in Grand Forks and organized the Lincoln Republican

Club.59 Fearing the conservative Democrats might find the

name offensive,éO it was changed to the Independent Voters

56 Urnmarked, undated clipping,
57 1pid.

, 58 Unmarked, undated clipping.

59 Eaward C. Blackorby, "Political Factional Strife inm
| ¥orth Dakota from 1920 to 1932" (unpublished M.A. thesis,
University of North Dakota, 1938), 9.

60 The radical Democrats had gravitated toward the
Nonpartisan League.
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" Association when the group coanvened in linot the following

61 The IVA, as it was soon popularily célled,~"quiékly

year.
bécamsvthe core of the opposition to the League, thus fur-
ther obliterating the already badly faded party 1ineé in
North Dakota."02 |

- Before the fall election determined the cast of the six-
teenth legislative assembly, O!'Connor had an opportunity to
return to Bismarck, For the sécond‘time in the history of
North Dakota, a special sesslon was Qalled.és It cénvened on
January 23; 1918, The chief purpose was to amend the county
grain bonding act, and "to provide for any other war measures
that may be deemed adv:i.sable."&L "Adjourn as early as poé-

65

sible" becams the slogan of the meeting, ~ but proceedings

~slackened in e few days when O'Connor informed the body that

mach of its work would have to be redone., All appropriation

‘bills thus far adopted carried an emergency clause which had

been held unconstitutional by the suprems cdurt of North

66

Dakota, 0'Connor used his knowledge of legal procedure to

-the advantage of his faction., When they could not influsnce

61 Biackorby, 10.

62 Morlan, Prairie Fire, 208.

63 grand Forks Herald, January 9, 1918, The first was
called by Governor Andrew Burke in June, 1892,

64 1pig.
65 Grand Forks Herald, January 23, 19018.

66 Tpig., January 26, 1918,
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the advantage of his faction. When they could not influence
they could block, which often brqught“the desired results.
The session also consldered the live issue of thé't
soldiers! franchise, O'Connor selzed the‘oppoftunity to
Qtilize his patriotic eloquence in support of extension of
the‘vote to ths servicemen in Frahce.67' A similar issue,
that of extending the vote to women, was before the national
senate at this time.68 It was O'Connor's resolution that
reminded Nofth Dakotals represenfatives»there that equal
suffrage was embracedyby all political parties in the state
and that they encouraged passage of the a.mendment.69 When
the session»adjoufned January 29, the representatives all
faced an election hurdle before they could hope to assemble

again, For O'Connor there was no trouble; he was reelected

without opposition.'© There is 1little indication that he

did any stumping for the ticket., The general outcome was an
overwhelming victory for the League, whiéh secured "virtually
a clean sweep df all three branches of the government.?l

As the victors bsgan gathering in Bismarck, a Nonparti-

sen Leader reporter ocbserved that "there was a different

67 Bismarck Tribune, January 25, 1918,
08 Grand Forks Herald, Jammary 30, 1918.
‘69‘;§1§° —_— ,

70 Grand Forks Herald, Novémber 1, 1922,

T Morlan, Prairie Fire, 211,
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kind of a crowd from what is usuaily around when a legisla-
ture opens, There was a predéminance of tall, tanned men,
wraéped in fur coats and wearing fur hats, . . . Zgn§7:a
marked absence of the slesk, well-groomed city men usually

n72 wqp g single session,"

found around legislatures.
announced the Grand Forks Ameridan, "North Dakota'!s legisla-
ture plans to adopt laws Which will give this stafe the most
advanced and constructive program of public«oﬁnership in the
world."7>  Arthur Townley was on hand to keynote the session
and"coﬁvey the same idea:7h "We have arrived at the place

and the time to either accompiish the League program or quit
coming to.Bismarck.75 It was soon evident that the League

machinery was well oiled. L, L, Stair was entrenched in the

76

sPeaker's chair and the Leaguers enjoyed the experience of
"being in the seat instead of under the wheels of a 1919
model steamroller," ! The minority found itself virtually
powerless, O'Connor, calling himself the “Wee childlike

voice," couldrhardly be heard.78

72 Nonpartisan Leadsr, January 20, 1919,

73 Grand Forks American, January 13; 1919.

74 Morlan, Prairie Fire, 222,
5 Ibid,, 222-223,
76

OtConnor was the minority candidate.

" Morlan, Prairie Firs, 229,

78 Grana Forks American, Januwary 1L, 1919,
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The work of the session progressed rapidly as the

farmer-legislators built upon the groundwork they had laid

two years before. The opposition, realizing'its impotence,
was more formal than fiery, and often protested merely as a

matter of principle.!? By mid January, the Grand Forks

Herald considered the state committed to a socialistic form

80

of government, O'Connor, meanwhile, was imploring his

colleagues to, "Go more Slowl¥, « » « L don't believe you

“81 : T

men want to bturn the stale over tc the Socialists. he

"weo' minority, by the end of the session, did win'enbugh

support to prevent the application of the emergency c¢lause,

82

which required a two-thirds vote, But there was no hope

of thwarting the program itself, The efforts of the

fifteenth legisiative assembly were clearly producing results.

When the minority was invited to take its stand before the

governor signed the industrial commission measurs, O!Connor .

83

could only reply that he had nothing to say. - But when
the Bank of North Dakota act followed he used his twenty

minutes to warn the legislators of state bank failures in

79 Morlan, Prairie Fire, 228-229,

80 Grand Forks Herald, January 18, 1919,

81 1y3a,, January 15, 1919.

82 Blackorby, 13. The attachment of the emergency
clauge caused a law to go into effect immediately.

83 Grana Forks Herald, February 26, 1919,
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Mississippi, Florida, Tennessee and Kansas, and‘brought his
speech to a resounding close by shouting, "There is no man.
who can o . « tell me how I shall vote oh’these'biilsl“ Ail
members of the House, and spectators alike, applauded,eu
The banking act passed with no trouble, however,
Accepted also was a system of coﬁpulsory hail insurance,
state Income tax, a home building associaﬁion to provide
credit for people who wished to build their own homes, an
industrial commission to run the new industries, and other
progressive measures.85 The minority did what it could to
muster its étrength by bringing T, T, Donner to his chair
from a local hospital and calling O'Connor back from Grand
Forks where he had been summoned byrthe illness of his
brother-in-law, C. P. Trepanier,86 " . . . all our work
here and the welfare of your state depends upon your return,

' read the message

87

We depend on you. 'Come on first train,'
that O!'Connor received shortly after Trepanierts death,
He returhed at once, It was a législativé closing he
vwould not have wanted to miss, League leaders had made
every effort to dramatize their victory, Natlional banners

decorated the gallery, and the legislators held small flags

8l
Grand Forks American, February 1L, 1919,

85 orlan, Prairie Fire, 229-230.
) , . v
80 @pand Forks American, February 1, 1919,

87 Gpand Forks Herald, February 13, 1919.
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as they joined in singing several patriotic anthems.ss
Moving picture cameras recorded the eﬁent,ag’ Shortly after
thfee o'clock in the afternoon the senators filed into ths -
house chamber in a body, followed by‘state officials,
Govefnor Frazier, last to arrive, took his place and, after

a brief introductory speech by Lieutenant Governor Wood,

began signing the bills, The Grand Forks American reflected,

"Some of the gray-haired farmers--both in the galleries and

of the floor of the legislature--had been fighting for
twenty~-six years to enact these measures into law, and as
Governor Frazier signed each bill‘the announcement was the
signal for an outburst of applause."’? Several represent-
atives, including O'Connor, delivered addrésses on the bills
following the signiﬁg. He noted that it was no time to deal
in debatable questions. "That can be left for the great
arena of democracy, because it 1is out there‘on those fields,
on those prairies, on those hills where life and'inspiration
and courage come to men, and i know as long as men fear God,
as long as they act under only the dictates of their own
conscience and their own judgment, I know that they cannot
be far from being right."gl

No clock was turned back at the end of this sessibn;

88 Gpand Forks American, February 26, 1919,
89 1pid.
90 1bid.

91 1pia,
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‘adjournment was six days ahead of time. The usual merriment

‘was missing, too;924 This, perhaps, can be attributed to ﬁhe

for the stabe owned elevator, warehouse and flour mill and

Lo

bltterness the minority was feeling over the attack made
upon them by the‘majority.93 O'Connor reflected, "It was
shocking the way the minority wés treated last seésion.
They manhandled us as though we had no right to be there the
last night . . n9l But to many, O'Connor's actions had
beén~somewhat surprising too. Together with C, Ness of

Richland county, he had lined up with the ma jority and voted

the state home bullding association.bills.gg The minority
had argued that thére was danger in giving elective officilals
the power to exercise the right of eminent domain. O!'Connor's
vote for the home bullding association rulned the effective-

ness of that debate, He explained:
", . . we seem to have .a great deal of money
at our disposal to experiment with a great many
different things, We are conbtemplating issuing
between $15,000,000 and $20,000,000 in bonds, This
bill only calls for $100,000 of an appropriation
for something that may work out for the benefit of
many people in the state. The right of eminent do-
main, to be exercised by the industrial commission - i

92 Grana Forks Herald, March 2, 1919,
93 1bid. |
oL Grand Forks American, March L, 1919,

95 Grand Forks Herald, February 21, 1919, O0!'Connor's
collsague from Grand Forks, O, B, Burtness, vobed no on the
first bill when he found that it was nobt limited to the ‘
building of grain elevators and flour mills, but included |
factories and plants of various kinds as well,
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under this act, bothered me for some time until I
looked at Section 1l of the constitution of the
~state., That section seems to me to provide suffi-
cient safeguards to protect the property gights of
the citizens of the state, I vote aye,"Y

While the farmer-legislators applauded, the League press
pondered, but they offered no satisfactory explanation. Yet,

many issues in the League program had received no intense

objection, It was a definlte reality that the state!s
agrarian sconomy needed adjustment, and O'Connor seehed con=
vinced that some of the Nonpartisan proposals were workable,

He was willing, at any rate, to go along with the farmer-

~ legislators and experiment with the most plausible features

of the program, |

During the following summer, O'Connor had the opportun-
ity to deliver many speeches and express his views on a
variety of subjects, The questibn of Americal's enbry into
the league of nations was a pertinent one at this time.
Aetually, there was little opposition to it in Noftthakota,/
and O'!'Connor was among thosavwho favored Unlted Statest
partiéipationuin it.98 But most of his sttention was focusad

on his own stéﬁe. In the previocus legislative assembly he

96 Grand Forks American, February 19, 1919,

97 Paul willard Morrison, "The Position of the Senators
from North Dakota on Isolation, 1889-1920" (unpublished Ph,D.
thesis, University of Colorado, 1954), 272, One of the
nation's leading advocates for participation was a North
Dakota senatbtor, Porter J. McCumber,

98 Grand Porks Herald, August 20, 1919,

97
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had supported ths elevator bill, now he was promoting Grand

Forks as an 1deal 51te., For this he offered a number of

reasong: the greater supply of cheap electric power in the

eastern part of the state, advantageous location with re-

spect to west-east wheat shipment, good rail facilities, and

the ability of Grand Forks to assimilate the additional

population which would naturally be drawn there.gg'

As early as June, 1919 it Was evident that OfConnor's
availability as a gubernatorlal candidate was belng con~-
sidered. It was the always agreeable Tower City Togic

100

which was making the suggestion, In fact, he was the

only Democrat in the state considered bybthis paper to be |
able to win the position.101 O‘Coﬁnof himself'undoubtedly
had designs on the governor'é ohair by now, which perhaps
explains his conciliatory aftitude toward the League program.
Before much consideration could be given the 1920 election,
however, the state legislators again saﬁ in Bismarclk,
Governor Frazier called an extra session to convene on
November 25, 1919, Plans for this meeting had been made dur-
ing the fegular gession of the sixteenth legislaturs in

order "to review the newly estabplished industrial program and

1t 102

make any corrections shown necessary by practice, The

99 Ibid,, September 6, 1919,

100 7ower City Topics, June 5, 1919. (Clipping)

101 1v3d,, July 3, 1919. (Clipping)

102 Morlan, Prairie Fire, 270.
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League press was soon criticizing the Grand Porks represent-
atives, Burtness and O!Connor, together with L, L. Twitchell
of Fargo, for rising at every move and vote to."let loose a :
long string of words, none of which have any great weight
upon the question bafore the house."03 By the end of the
session, however, the same source was giving O'Connor a re-
evaluation, which, perhavps, was something for-&hich he had
been waiting., They decided he did keep most of his remarks
cloSe to the subject and some of his recommendations were
even found in amendments to bills that went through;lou

Considered to be a significant action of the session
was the decision to build a bridge across the Missouri River
at Bismarék.loS It was "floated into place on a fiood 6f

" who, in a bid for western

oratory from J. F. T, O’Connof,
votes, reminded the assembly that they should not regard the
issue from a standpoint of sectional &elf-interes£.106 That
he was from a county further from the bridge than any

opposition member, he added, proved that he felt the project

‘would benefit the whole state.lo? Diversionary tactics were

: employed‘by O!Connor and Burtness when they originated a

103 @grand Forks American, December 5, 1919,

104 1p14., December 16, 1919,

105 Tpid., December 12, 1919,

106 Bigmarck Tribune, December 11, 1919. (Clipping)
107 1pig.




e A2

T e S Ay

S

Ll

"state library.

bill providing for a nonpartisan ballot for the election of

108

all county and state officers, The League record on this

“1ssue had béén a vacillating one. Although‘nevef pledged to

such a measure, O!'Connor maintained he hadAalmays favored
it.109 It was all to no avall, Discussion ceased when Dell
Patterson of Renville county declared the League had given
its full‘atténtion to other matters of greater importance.llo
The session was not without sordid aspects, and C'Connor
ﬁecame a member of the committee assigned to investigate the
111 Burtness professed to be much disturbed
to discover books on sbcialism, free thinking and free love .
on its shelves and immediately charged the League With
attempbting to undermine the morals of North Dakota's -

112 Although the investigating committee>proved‘

citizens,
that the books had been there before the League reign and
that they had not been ciréulating around the state, the
adminlstration felt compelled, under pressure of public opin-

ioh, to remove Dr, Charles E. Stangeland, the head of the

libraxry commission.l13 The administration was the source of

108 Tﬁé'indépghdent, Decenber H,v1919;
109 1pid. | |

110 Grand Forlks Herald, December 3, 1919,
111 1pid,, December 2, 1919.

112 Bléckofby,‘ZOa

113 1vig,, 20-21.
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another attack which was borne by attorney General William
Langer.l;u_ A resolution demanding his resignation was
passed by the House and Senate when the League decided that
they were no longer receiving sufficient cooperation from
him concerning their program, The charges of treachery to
the fafmers3'program; incompetency, and neglect of duty
quickly brought a rebubtal from the minority.llS It was
O'Connor who was again the chief spokesman, and he pressed
the point that Langer should be given an opportunity to de-
fend himself.116 Branding the situation as the "nearest
approach we have had to tyranny of the majority," he de-
clared: | '

4]

e « « I say that if it should so happen that a
governor was elected at the next election who ,
happened to be in opposition to you men , . . you
would deprive that governor of every vestige of
power., . . » Willian Langer will rise from the
ruins of those who would set fires under him, the
strongest figure in the state of North Dakota, be-
cause the public sentiment always turns toward a
man when he is being crucified. . . 7

With the advantage of hindsight, 0!'Connorts assertion seems
somewhat prophétic.
Nor was the session without its trivialibies., In

these, too, O'Connor engaged freely. The League, through

114 grand Forks Herald, December 12, 1919.
115 Tbig. | |
116 Bismarck Tribune, December 12, 1919. (Clipping)

117 1pia,
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House B1ll 130, tried to infringe on fire department funds
because they did not cqnsideritheir current use justifif B
a’ble.ll8 O'Connor and Burtness.retorted that just beoauée
one company had uéed the monéy to buy beer, the wldows and
orphans of firemen losing their lives in the lins of duty
should not be deprived of the protection they had previously
received.119 The issue was decided in favor of the minority.
OftConnor was not as successful, however, in exposing a
lébbyist bribe that was rumored to have besen offered to
Representative W, L. Caddell,lgo That there was cause for
suspicion is unqueétionable, but too 1itt1e evidepce existed
to support the charges.lZl
At 10 psm., December 11, the session adjourned,
OiConnor's career in the atate 1égislature was over, It be-
gén when the League.program was in itsAinfancy; it ended at
the time the Nonpartisans were experiencing their greatest
strength., Under these circumstances the anfi—leaguebforces
could do little but strive to check the advances of ths
ma jority, In this effort O'Connor took an active part., But

véry early he saw the wisdom of accepting much,of the League

program, The Nonpartisans were offering to North Dakotans

118 Grand Forks Herald, February 9, 1919.
119 1b1d. | |

120 grand Forks Amervican, February 17, 1919.

121 1pi4,
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unique plans for curing their economic ills, Many seemed
Wprkable;— Of'Connor took the lead among the opposition in.
shifting té é more moderate pésition; vThe minérity fouﬁd-
him an able leader and in hils silver oratory they had a

dsfinits asset., Twenty years later, George A, Reishus of

‘Fargo, who had served in the two regular and two extra

sessions with O'Connor, recalled: "He was young, he was

handsome, he was bubbling with good nature and bursting with

energy. And when he took the floor to speak! Boys, when

0!'Comnor took the floor we dropped our sevarél concerns and
jﬁst relaxed and 1istened. That ringing voice 'Mr., Speaker'
comes back over the 3)rears.“122
During the two terms O!Connor served in the state
legislature, he bscame known to the people of North Dakota
as a political figure of considerable ability., Although he
was never a brilliant student and had no great legal'mind,
he posséssed a. boundless ambition and capitalized on every
opportunity. He was hard working and reliable-~his con~
temporaries eredit him with having been a pefson'you could
always depend upon to accomplish a job, But even his
admirers admit that he was self-seeking, somewhat egotistical

and often unappreciative.

Ot'Connor never swore, smoked nor used intoxicating

122 george A, Reishus to Paul B, Griffith, June, 193l
(?), North Dakobta State Historical Soclety., Volume of
congratulatory letters on the occaslon of a dinner tendered
to 0!'Connor at Grand Forks, North Dakota.




e

R

46

beverages, And he never married. He frequently escorted a'

girl to college parties and to other functions later in life,.

but apparently never gave serious conslderation to becoming

a family man, He was deeply devoted to his mother.. Activity -

out on the home farm always Interested him and he enjoyed

lending his brothers a hand with the work whenever possible.’

O'Connor was short, and although he was never heavy he

appearéd squat on the speaker's platform., A habit of con-

stantly adjusting his pince-nez, which he wore all his life, |

wes distracting., But he loved the role of an orator, and in

1919, as he was on the threshold of greater political
achievement, he had many public spesaking engagements ahead

of him,
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CHAPTER III
FUSION CANDIDATE FOR GOVERNOR

By the following February, O!'Connor was being consid-

ered as a possible gubernatorial candidate for the coming

election, The Killdeer Herald commented, "If he could steer

clear of the.’scalp, cremate and crucify' element of both
parties he would be a formidable candidate,"l On February I
the North Dakota Democrats held a conference in Fargotfor
the purpose of nominating a national committeeman; presiden-
tial electors and delegates to the national convention to be
held in San Franciéco.2 At the same time, 1t was made‘known
that there would be a strong state Democfatic’ticket in’thé‘
June primaries,3 and Paul Campbell of Méndan presented

O!'Connor to the conference as a possible standard beeu"e:t?.lL

. Referring to O'Connor's record in the legislature, he said he

would be a candidate.that could be placed before the people
without apology. This brought an elo@aent‘response from
0tConnor, who gave an appreciative nod to the delegates pres-
ent who had not given up their Democratic principles for

some small gain they might have made with another party.S

1 Killdeer Herald, February 26, 1920, (Clipping)
2 @Grand Forks Hefald, February 5, 1920,

3 Ipid. |

b rpia,

5 Ibid,
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Campbell also suggested that "the time was propitious for

inviting the Independent Voters Association to join the

Democratic party and support the Democratic ticket.“6 This

reflected the growing conviction among conservative Republi-
cans and Democrats that they would have to cooperate closely
irf théy ﬁeré £6thé§é‘an§ success in combating the Nonparti-
sanjLeague. Democrats had openly asserted before their
conference convened that they would select delegates to re-
present them at the I. V., A, conference, which was %o be held 'j
in Grand Forks the following day, February 5.7 At this
i.V.A.Ameeting no candidates were hamed,8 but a platform up-
holding democracy and dencuncing socialism Was‘adopted.g

The League press predicted; as the,gfoup assempled, that theA
convention's biggest‘probiem would be "what to do with

w10

Langer. He wanted the convention's endorsement as candi-

date for governor, but the I.V.A., was only half satisfied

11

with his activity in opposition to the League, Langer,

. 12
however, was more or less ignored, and after some plans

6
7 Grand Forks American, February l, 1920.
8 1pid.,, February 6, 1920.

9

Ibid,, February 7, 1920.

10 pargo Courier News, February Ly, 1920,

11 1p44,

Ibid., Februsry 6, 1920.



had been made for the next campaign, the meeting adjourned.13
As O'Connor's possible candidacy gained increased -
attention; the Léague press began emphasizing his past
opéosition to the farmer-labor program. To this charge
Jt1Connor responded with a reminder--that although he had been
floor leader of the minority which opposed the farmer-labor
program in the recentilegislative session, he had voted for
some of the League bills.lu In mid-April O!'Connor announced
that he would accept the gubernatorial candidacy if his
party offered(it ﬁo him.l5 . He was somewhat evasive concern-
iﬁg the platform on which he would make his campaign, de-
claring that it could be found in the votes he had cast dur~v
ing the two terms that he had served in the state
legislabure. 0 "I have been in favor of building the ter-
minal elevator and flour mill. I want to see this given a
fair trial . . » But on the state owned bank and wvarious
other measures I am not prepared to make any statement, In
due time (sic) I shall let the people know where I sﬁand-on
these matters."t! 0'Connor was the fourth candidéte to voice

his desire for leadership against the farmers' administratilon.

3 1pig,
U Unmarked clipping, April 8, 1920.
15 Fairmount News, April 16, 1920, (Ci ipping)

16 Unmarked clioping, April 1lj, 1920.

17 114,
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Others, all Republicans, included R, A. Nestos, L. F,.

Orawford and Willlam Langer.'" Rumors began circulating

that an elimination convention would be held with the intent -

to cenber on one‘candidate in opposition fo the Nonpartiéan
Leagué.19 0'Connor asserted he'ﬁconsidered the fight for
nomination‘b& candidates for or opposed té the Nonpértisan
League to be wholly within the Republican ranks and some-
thing with which we Democrats have nothing to do."2°

| The prediction of an elimination convention ﬁroved to
be only a rumor, and in May the I.V.A. convened to settle
the pre-primary issues, Since Febfuary the association had
been bullding an effective political organization, and as
they gathered in Minot their objectiVe was to choose a
gubernatorial candidate.zl Langer again sought their en-
dorsement, but the delegates still could not agree on his
candidacy.gz Many felt that he degserved the nomination for
his defiance of the League leaders., Others believed that he

had been too closely associated with the League to gain much

18 1pia,

19 1bi4.

20 1pia,

21 Blackorby, 2li, Voters were listed as true-blue,
white or red. True-blue vobters were those known to be Inde-
pendentyg, those labeled red were Leaguers. The white voters

could be swung to either side, and they were besieged with
propaganda by the I.V,A.

22 1p14d., 23.
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confidence in Independent ranks.?3 But Langer succeeded in

getting the nomination, and the Courier:News reported, "The

one hundred per cent Republicans have cast their eyes once
mores to the Democratic party.“eu

Several days later, North Dakota Democrats met in

Fargo and I.V,A, leaders were on hand to influence the

2
selection of a candidate for the gove::*nor.emip.“‘5 The nomi-

nation of Frazier over Langer in the June primary Republican

column was a foregone conclusion, and a general understand-
ing was developing that Indspendent Republicans and Inde-

pendenﬁ Democrats would have to join forces in the general

campaign in order to have any chance in defeating the League,

Tt was further understood that the Democratic nominee would
be their choice for governor.z6 Svéinbjorn Johnson,»chair-
man §f the Democratic State Central Committee, called the
convention to order on the morning of May 19.27 Three
candidates were actlve and receptive in the gubernatorial
field~~0'Connor, Dr, L. S, Platou of Fargo, and Scott

Cameron of Linton.28 There was a fourth possibility in

~J. W. McDowell of Marion, but it was generally believed that

23 1pi4.

2l Fargo Courier News, May 1l, 1920.

25 bia., ¥ay 19, 1920,
26 Tbid.,
27 1pig,, May 20, 1920,

28 Gpand Forks Herald, May 19, 1920,
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- of the stabte government,

he would adhere to his previous declaration that it would be

29

impossible for him to accept the nomination, Platou re-
ceived serious consideration.. He was of Norwegian descent,
and it was argued that he would draw a heavy vote among the
Scand1nav1an people of the state.3o The endorsement went to
O'Connor, however, and was made unanimous on the second
ballot when he commanded a majority of all votes cast in a
field that included Platou, McDowell, and Cameron.-+ In
accepting‘the nomination, C'Connor‘said he was concerned

" aﬁd added that if he was elected

with "just being square,
the péoéle of North Dakota would be his one master;Bz;AThe
resolutions adopted by the convention lauded the activity
of the I.V.A.,33 renounced the "alien socialists” in control
3k

and listed a number of state

govermmental policies that they supporbted. Included were

| compulsory haill insurénce, a land credit system.additioﬁ to

the Bank of North Dakota, aid to cooperative enterprises,

35

and a falr and thorough test for the mill and elevator.

Nationally, they supported the Versallees peace treaty and

29 Ibid.
30 Fargo Gourier News, May 19, 1920.

31 Fargo Forum, May 20, 1920,
32 Toid.
33 1pid,

34 pulutn Herald, May 20, 1920. (Clipping)

35 Fawoo Courier News, May 20, 1920,




approved of the general policies of the administration.3

55

6

'~ The Nonpartisans, meanwhile, h&d endorsed Frazier for gover-

nor and Dr. E, F., Ladd of Fargo for the senatorial post.

37

All political factions now began a vigorous campaign.

A, C. Townley stumped the state and received the usual "we'll

s;tick"vresponse.38 At the same time the I.V.A. organ, the

Independent, was declaring that "both parties functioning

harmoniously against the political freebooters at the helm

should assist tremendously in cleaningvhousa."Bg, This need

for cooperation was receiving heavy emphasis in the anti-

League ranks. O'Connor was unopposed on the Democratic

ticket. I.V.A. leaders, therefore, encouraged Democrats to

register thelr cholce in the Republican column where the real

contest existed.uo To provide a further inducement, they

promised that "all the I.V.A, Republicans would turn Demo=

crabs in the fall election and then defeat Langer with the

election of J. F. T. O'Connor."hl' In the closing days of the

Monday and Tuesday, June 28 and 29, to a final drive for

36 Grand Forks Herald, lMay 19, 1920.

‘37 Fargo Courier Newg, May 15, 1920.
38 1p14., June 25, 1920,

39 fndependent, May 27, 1920. (Clipping)

Lo Kalispell Bee, July 8, 1920. (Clipping)

campalgn, League leaders asked their followers to devote
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éxtent - . .'get out in your car and make the state of North

League votes, "Knock off work . . . sacrifice to this
Dakota ring from end to end with the Campaign message of
earnest Leaguers in every precinct, in eVery county of the
'entiré"state."1+3

Tt was this type of spirit that had enabled the League
to score'previous victories and they were}successful again,
Although ninety per cent of the Democrats who voted dést a
Republican ballot,uh Frazier beat Langer by 5,41l votes.ug’
The League professed belief that the resﬁlts “cohstituted
perhaps 1ts greatest victory considering the terrifie fighti‘

nli6

higher than in 1918, but his majority was much less,

True, Frazier's vote was

L7

the Dickinson Préss reported, "For the first time}sinde the

which had been made against it.

and

League was organized in North Dakota there has been an elec-

‘tion in which the League candidate did not get a majority of

all the votes.."LL8 The I.V.A. boasted, "The primary left half

‘of Mr, Townley's hide nailed to the barn, and we have better

)
than an even chance to get the rest of it in November."49

42 yorth Dakota Ieader, June 26, 1920.

43 1pia,

Ll Fargo Courler News, July 2, 1920,
b5 1vi4., July 28, 1920.

Lo Morlan, Prairie Fire, 29,

b7 1ni4.

48 Dickinson Press, July 31, 1920. (Clipping)




I.V.A. confidence increased in the light of these gains, but
" a problem pregsented itself before they could feel assured of

a gubernatorial candidate fér the cdﬁtéét'in Novémber.- Be-

cause most of the Democratic voters had had s voilce in the

colum, polled only 7,920 votes.SO

O!'Connor did virtually
no campaigning, either, which is a partial explanation for
the light vote. Nonpartisan interésts‘promptly referred to

a statute requiring a candidate, in order to run under party

designation in the general election, to poll at least one-
fourth of the vote cast for the head of that ticket at the
i ' previous general election,sl Since S. J. Doyle, Democratic
candidate for governor in 1918, had polled 36,733 votes,52
“the anti-League forces had cause for alarm untbil it was
S proved that the North Dakota supreme court had declared the
law unconstitutional several yearsAbéfore. The Fargo Forum
" reassuringly commented: - "Under this ruling it is pointed

oub that had O'Connor received but one vote, he would have

e R
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been nominated,">3
With its candidate'!'s position on the fall ticket secure,

the anti-League forces began surveying their prospects for a

50 Fargo Courier News, July 28, 1920.
51 Unmarked, undated clipping.

52 Ibid.

53 Fargo Forum, July 1li, 1920,
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Republican selection, O'Connor, unopposed in the Democratic §
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November victory. The confident Fairmount News predicted

that "the few thousand votes Frazler received over Mr. Langer-

will be easily overcome by the Democratic vote alone."Su The

Dickinson Press more cautiously observed that since 0'Conmor
and Larger had received 2,500 votes more than Frazier, a
unity of anti-Townley'forces'shéﬁld pub the ticket over.55
O!Connor for Governor clubs began organizing,56 and |
Sveinbjorn Johnson professed to find United sentiment for

57

0!'Connor among the rank and file of the independent voters.

At the same time the League press was insisting that the I.V.A.

was considering dropping O'Connor for someone who had not
been so closely identified with the political factions in the

state.’® The Independent replied that this was only a rumor

manufactured by the League press, and dismissed the charge
as 'ridiculous.'sg

The antl League forces well realized that it was only
througn pOOlan their efforts that they could achieve any

success in November., In labe July the conservative Republi-

cans and Demecrats took definite action to merge their forces

54 pairmount News, July 9, 1920.
55 Dickinson Press, July 31, 1920.

50 Grand Porks Herald, June 16, 1920; Dodge Dis atch,
August 6, 1920.

57 Grard Forks Herald, July 11, 1920.

58 Fargo Courier News, July 8, 1920.

59 Tndependent, July 29, 1920.




in the fight against Townleyism, - They decided to raise
campaign funds jointly and that campaign details should be

. Qirected by committee chairmen Sveinb jorn Johnson. (Demo-

% crat), Treadwell Twitchell.,A(Republican),,and.Thegdgrew
‘é Nelson, secretary of the Independent Voters Association.éo
The "Committee of 21" met in Grand Forks July 22 and 23 to
égree on a ticket and 50Aformu1ate'plans.6l This group,
which was composed of an equal number.of;Independent Republi-
cans, Democrats and members of the I.V.A., had been meeting
périodically_in an attempt to solidify the anti-Townley

62 R :
forces in the state. At the Grand Forks conference harmony

reigned as they placed their "dssire to defeat socialism

above party lines or personal ambitions."63 In the June !

primaries, three Independent Republicans had been nominated,

% over Nonpartisans, which gave them places on the fusion i
i ! ‘ -
; o ticket.éu These included the candidates for the state

. A 6o

offices of auditor, treasurer, and secretary of state.

The rest of the slate was filled oy Democrats, headed by

e P S TR s 5+t e
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; °0 Minneapolis Tribune, July 24, 1920. (Clipping)

61 Unmarked clipping, July 2l, 1926.

63 1114,

ol Fargo Forum, July 2L, 1920. (Clipping)
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OtConnor in the gubernatorial position. The Courier News,

hailing the convention as a complete victory for the Demo-
crabs, sald O'Connor was the choice of the element that was

67

putting every obstacle in the way of the farmer program,

Actually, there had been little question as to the choice for

governor, Langer had been éoundly defeated by Fraziéf in the
primary and his early affiliations with the League made him

unacceptable to many of his fellow party members.

No action was taken by the committee cbncerning*United :

States Senator or Gongressmen.68 A general feeling prevailed
that such consideration did not properly fall under the

jurisdiction of the committee, but should be left to the

state central committees of the two parties;ég The Grand

Forks Herald reassured the voters bthat national lssues were
not inyéived in any Way_and that they could vote for the man
WhO'repfeéented théir views in state affairs, and, with per-
fect consistency, vote for the presideﬂtial candidate whose

70

attitude on national subjects appealed to them. It was a
curious situation that this fusion was creating. All offort

was to focus on the defeat of Townleyism within the state,'

66 Fargo <orum, July 2ly, 1920, In several instances
Democrabs withdrew in favor of I.V.A. candidates. MNMorlan,

Prairie Fire, 298.

67 Fargo Courisr News; July 2b, 1920,
68 Unmarked clipping, July 2., 1920.

69 Toid.

70 Grand Forks Herald, July 25, 1020.




and it was announced that no campaigns would be made for

71

Harding or Cox, for senators or representatives. ™  The Fargo

Forum could foresee the necessity of extensive voter education

, since the Independents would be scattered in both the Republi-
E can and Democratic columns,72 but the Duluth Herald confi-
' dently predicted from the neighboring state that the Non-
partisan League would receive a crushing defeat in November.73
OtConnor strongly favored fusion of the Independent
forces; but ﬁhe Democratic party was sharply divided .on the
iésue. Many felﬁ the party should not endanger'iﬁs own
identity ahd that its best poliéy would be to continue working
through its own ranks. But O'Connor, seeing in fusion the

only hope for defeat of the League, readily’enteredkinto the
h

cocperative effort,

He began his campaign early. It was to be a vigorous

L Dickinson Press, July 31, 1920. (Clipping)
72 payrgo Forum, July 2, 1920,

73 Duluth Herald, undated. (Clipping)

7h Interview with David Kelly, Grand Forks, North Dakota,
April 2y, 1956, An indication of the strength of anti-fusion
sentiment was revealed through an incident at the Democratic
national convention of 1932, which met in Chicago. O!'Connor,
who had come from California in an unofficial capacity, was
anxious to gsecure a vice-chalrmanship from a state delegation
which would enable him to work on the floor for Franklin D.
Roogevelt. Numerous states were willing to extend it to him,
but courteously delayed doing so, thinking North Dakota should
have the honor. But too many of the North Dakota delegates
retained a grudge against O0'Connor for his fusionist
sympathies of the early 1920's and refused to make the
gesture, Oregon promptly did. Ibid,
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one, Sveinbjorn Johnson ahﬁounced that it Wou1d have less'
p011t1cs in it--in the partisan sense of the Word—- than any
other campalcn in the statels hlstory,75 The issues before
the people, he continued, were not those which had histori-
cally divided the Republican and Democratic parties; Townley-
ism was the paramount concern. The conservative press-h a

capitaliged on O'Connor's personal assets, referring con-

stantly to his spnaking ability, his Yale career, and always

nT6

to his nigh "calibre. The general theme tnat O'Connov
emphasized in all of his early speeches was constltutional
governmeht.“ In a day when distance was great and no radios
existed, the same speech could be delivered innumefable
times without loss of effectiveness. He talked a great deal
about the roles of the federal and state governments and

said in part, "Representative government rests upon the in-

telligence of the voters. Therefore, at the basis of repre-

. senbative government is education ... . the political phil-

osophy which teaches habtred and arouses the prejudices of any

‘one class against another 1s a false philosophy. No man can

pour the~poison of hate in my soul . . ."77 He urged his
listeners to study both sides of the question in an effort

to achieve a better understanding of the 1ssues.78 A nwe ing

5 Grand Forks Herald, July 11, 1920,

4

& Werner Record, Septemb r 3, 1020, (Clipping).
77 Unmarked clipping, July 12, 1920. "

78 Independent, August 5, 1920, (Clipping)




at Spiritwood Lake, near Jamestown, in early August attracted
wide attention and drew a crowd of over two thousand.79"As
he carried his tour into stronger League territory--McLean,

Oliver, Mercer and Dunn counties--the crowds were somewhat

“‘reduced--which the papers favoring him attributed to the

harvest season., The Steele County Observer hbwever;-reported?7~

80

that he was given'a fair hearing.
Conservative newspapers agreed thét O'Connor concen-
trated on issues and ignored personalities;Bl and.that while
he was willing to concede any good that hé could see in his
opponents record or platform, he did not hesitate to attack
that which he believed to be wrong. "He is forceful without
being vituperativej he is vigorous without being bitter

8 2 » - > - >
oM There were a numpber of cardinal principles upon

o s
which he based his campaign-—constitutional and represent-
ative government, service to all the people and not any one
class, less politics and more efficlent service in state
government, decrease in taxation, fair.trial of established

state industries, greater cooperation and better marketing

conditions, and a free press.83 He favored the expansion of

- .

79 Famestown Daily Alert, August 2, 1920. (Clipping)
80

Steele County Observer, September §, 1020, (Clipping)
81 Ibid., Beach Advance, August 6, 1920, (Clipping)

82 Unmarked, undated clipping.

83 Sioux County Piloneer, undated. (Clipping)




- - marketing conditions.

cooperative agencies as a method of bringing about better

8l

California fruit growers and the Denmark dairy farmers as

He used the practices of the |

examples., To this the League retorted that wheat was a basic.
commodlity--a world crop which received a world price, whéreas:
the specialized products of Califofnia and Denmark went
directly from fruit tree or milk pail to the consumer.85
OtConnor, however, was supporting an economic principle that
was recelving wide acceptance, The farmer,in the early '20's
had high production expenses, pald dearly for the manufactﬁred
zoods that he bought, but received a low price for his grain,
A great deal of consideration was given to the theory thatA
cooperatives would promote better marketing conditions, and

give the farmer a failrer share of the nation's income,

In Frazier's terminal elevator veto O!'Connor had a

vweapon. He reminded the people that while The League called

the bill their measure, it had been introduced in the 1917
87

senate where the League was not in control, OtConnor, a

merber of ths House of Representatives, vobted for the bill,

but the League lost it through their own leader.S0 0tConnor

=3

8l Bismarck Tribune, October 6, 1920,

85 Pargo Courier News, October 2l, 1920,

y _ |
80 gilpert C. Fite, George N. Peek and the Fight for
Farm Parity (Norman, Oklahoma, 1954), Chap. I-II,

87 Jamestown Weekly Alert, October 21, 1920, (Clipping)

88 Thid,
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- cooperative agencies as a method of bringing about better
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California fruilt growers and the Denmark dairy farmers as

marketing conditions. He used the practices of the
examplés. To this the League retorted that Whéat wasva basic
commodity--a world crop which received a world price, whereas
ﬁhe~spedialiied products of California.and Denmark went
| 85
OtConnor, however, was supporting an economic principle that
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weapon, He reminded the people that while the League cailed
the bill their measure, it had been introduced in the 1917
senate where the League was not in control,87 OtConnor, a
member of the House of Representatives, vobed fof the biil,
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but the League lost it through their own leader. 0tConnor

8l Bismarck Tribune, October 6, 1920,

85 Fargo Courier News, October 2, 1920,
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Farm Parity (Norman, Oklahoma, 195l(), Chap. I~-I11, <

87 Jamestown Weekly Alert, October 21, 1020, (Clipping)
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‘taxes had increased by 168 per cent in 1919 when the League
controlled both houses of the legislature, over the 1917 SR

. figure when they had a majority in only the House of Repre-

also ralsed the usual cry of higher taxes, pointing out that

sentatives.eg As for the Bank of North Dakota, 0!'Connor
advbcatéd making it a deposit bank for funds held Ey ﬁhe
various departments of the state and a rural credits bank to
assist the farmers.go This represented a curtailment éf the
League plan which had provided for such additional functions

as that of a clearing house, a rediscount égency and a

. [

financing agency for state departments andventerprises. In
addition, O'Connor favored a more thorough examination of both v
assets and liabilities., The law in effect at that time
governed only the assets.gl The line O'Connor was using here
had really become the official one of the I.V.A. Although
the Independents did not openly attack the bank, their pro-
posals were designed to weaken it.l

Concerning other issues, he supported woman suffrage
which should "proteet the two bulwarks of the state--the home

n92

and the schools, On the subject of labor he was put in

the. defense when 5. S. IcDonald, chairman of the Workman's

89 Steele County Observer, September, 9, 1920. (Clipping):
90 Unmarked, undated olipping.

9 1p14,

92 Bismarck Tribune, October 6, 1920,



- give lcDonald a personal blow by saying,

‘day for women and the minimum wage bill,

Compensation Bureau, charged him with conspiracy to put

"jokers" in a labor bill during the 1919 legislative session.93

MbDonald said O'Connor had sought his aid in inserting sec-
tions that would later be groundé for declaring the law un-~
constitutional.gh Q1Connor could only deny the charge and
h L ;:he;has'an:*
easy job with a fat salary that he doesn't care to pass on to
some othef labofer e » o 'Mac! worked in Grand Forks in a

printing shop, and the manager told me he let him out because

he couldn't keep the time straight for a few men. Now !'Mac!

‘handles a»half million dollars in the Workman's Compensation

Bureau."95 During the rest of his cémpaign, 0'Connor deemed
it wise to remind the vobters that he had supported the full
crew bill, the workman!s oompeﬁsation act, the eight;hour |
96‘ O'Connor's
éampaign approach, on the whole, was a moderate one,.and his
attack on the League was milder than that employed by the
I.V.,A, in general., It was a wise political philosophy which,
in several years, enabled the opposition to triumph over the

League. Townley, meanwhile, was opening the League to severse

CPiticism by proclaiming that the businessmen who opposed it

OO
I W

North Dakota Leader, October 16, 1920,

Ibid.
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96 Fargo Forum, October 29, 1020, (Clipping)
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" during the coming election would be punished and "drlvpn of f
the map."97 He promised to return to Norbth Dakota and super-
~vise the process 1if necessary. Governor Frazier and William

;Lemke, attorney general nominee, indicated they were in

virtual agreement with his attitude when they urged the boy; |
UCOtting ofAbusihessmen.ga Such threats did the Leagua no - o i
good, and its position was further endangered oy a quarrel in ‘VA
which it engaged with two former leadsrs who had been eased
from the League fanks.gg' J. R. Wabers and J. W, Brinton, who

has been influential in early Nonpartlsan c1ﬂoles, dlreCEed

viclous attacks against Townley and Lemke, and the anti- : f
League newspapers capitalized on the fray. The League press,
exposing "infamous" activities of Waters and Brinton, did not
ald in silencing the matter and drew attention to the internal':
difficulties of the organization.loo

The explosive issue of religion was touched off when f

. 1€ !
the Norwegian paper, the Nord Dakota Tidende"Ol claimed that ﬁ

Dr, L, S. Platou did not favor O'Connor because he belonged

to the Catholic church.102 Platou, it will be remenbered,

97 Ibid., October 21, 1920. (Clipping)

98 Unmarked clipping, October 19, 1920.

99 Fargo Forum, August 25, 1920, (Clipping)

100 yorlan, Prairie Fire, 299-300,

101 4 weekly paper publlshed by the League organ, ‘the
Grand Forks American.

| 102 Grand Forks Herald, August 27, 1920,
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had been a candidate for the Democratic endorsement for

governor at the Fargo convention in ¥ay. The Grand Forks

Herald reported that Platou denied the charge, and surmised

that the Tidende accusation was an effort on the part of

103

League managers to attract the Norwegian vote. The

Tidende, in no mind to-be silenced,_called‘attentidn to

OtConnor'!s membership in the Knights of Columbus and inciuded

1ol

Langer's name in the same charge. That these accusations

feflected Tidende editorial attitude rather than Nonpartisan

conviction is indicated in the fact that no -other League .

paper used the attack, In fact, the Courier News absolved

itself completely just before the election by denouncing
religibus pre judice and pointing out that Howard Wood, a
founder of the League, was also a Knight.los

' An,atﬁack in which all League papers participated, how~
ever, centered around the grailn grading act, Whidh had beeﬁ
one of the first accomplishmenté of the former legislature,
0'Connor, believing the law to be inadequate, had consider-
able influende in getting it declared unconstitional.106 The

League retaliated, not with a defense of the measure, or a

103 1pig,

104 mastorial from the Tidends auobed im the Crand
Forks Herald, Sepbtember 1, 1920, '

105 Pargo Courier News, October 27, 1920,

106 Thid,, August 28, 1920,




proposal for a better ons, but by criticizing Lawyer

0'Commor's unconcern for the farmer's welfare.lo7 The Leagne -

would have done well to sacrifice some of these peréonal
attacks in order to concentrate more heavily on other per-—

tinent issues that were arising. The IVA was forﬁulating‘

Tive initiated measures -which they intended -to put before .the .

people in November, If accepted they would provide for an
immediate independent audit of the Bank of North Dakota;

permission for political subdivisions to withdraw funds from

 the Bank of North Dakota and to deposit them in privats -~

banks; limitation of the right of the Bank of North Dakota
to make real estate loans to those farmers living in North 
Dakota only; some freedome of choice for municipalities as

to which papers would publish their legal noticés; and a bill

- increasing and defining the powers of the Supsrintendent of

Public Instruction.lo8 The firstAtwo.measures constituted
the greatest danger to the League prOgram.' That the Non-
partisans were not completsly unaware of their threat can be
surmised from occasional statements made'by the Courier News,

which saw in the audlt "an opening for killing the bank,"109

and in the initiated measures in general an effort to block

the vhole farmer program.llo But the issues were not

107 1bid., September 5, 1920,
108 Blackorby, 27.
109 Fargo Courier News, October 2, 1920,

110 1pig4,, September 1l., 1920,
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Public Instruction,

proposal for a better one, but by criticizing Lawyer
O'Connor's unconcern for the farmer's welfare, 0! The League
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attacks In order to concentrate more heaﬁily on other per-

tinent issues that were arising, The IVA was formulating -

five initlated measures which they intended to put before the |

people in‘November. If accepted they would provide for an -
immediate independent audit of the Bank of North Dakotaj

permission for political subdlvisions to withdraw funds from

the Bank of North Dakota and to deposit them in private
banks; limitation of the right of the Bank of North Dakota

to make real estate loans to those farmers living in No:th 
Dakota only; some freedome of cholce for ﬁunicipalities as 
to which papers would publish their legal notices; and a bill
increasing and defining the powers of the Superintendent of
108 The first two measures constituted
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108 Biacworby, 27.
109 Fargo Courier News, October 2, 1920,

110 1hid,, September 1L, 1920,




70

-emphasized and Frazier's simple treatment of the matter‘was

to advise the people to vote 'mo! on all initiated'measures

if they wanted to rule instead of the banks and big

111

business. Partly as a result of this oversight, the

issues went through in November and, as will be noted later;

' served to cripple seriously the League program.

The 1920 general election was the first in which women
exercised their right to vote by the nineteenth amendment,

A good deal of importance was attached to this, and a

considerable effort made to educate the women in voting pro-

cedures, Schools were held for this purpose toward the and -

112

of the campaign, and were reportedly well attended Tha

League women in the rural districts were considered better

organized than the Independents, 113 but in many precincts

thﬁ women of both factions met together and the evenings

took on the atmoaphsre of old debating societies, 11 The

Fargo Forum reported, ". . . many 'warmt sessions have re-

sulted, but the evening has generaily ciosed with a luncheon
and the best of feeling has’prevailed."ll5

As elsction day drew near, both sides expressed the

o111 Faféo Forum, -c+o$éf ié;wlgéo ‘(6ii§§ing)
112 papgo Forum, October 30, 1920, (Clipping)

' 113 Grand Forks Herald, TNovenber 2, 1920,

11k Fargo Forum, October 30, 1920, (Clipping)

115 1pi4,




~etands with her own,

71

usual confildence, The Minneapolis Journal credited O’Conner_k

with making the most remarkable speaking campaign ever seen
in North Dakota, "talking four to sesven hours a day for
eight weeks . . .-making 191 speeches and reaching 70,000

persons."ll6 0'Connor expressed Satisfaction>ovef the in-

tense- 1nterest the papers were displaylng and declared, ?I

am convinced that there is a big change in the sentiment of |

the people . . . and that November 2 will see that change

registered in the ballot bdx.117

The day before the election he closed his campaign in -

his home county. Bearing the slogan, "Grand Forks County -

1

a torchlight procession was held in

118

Grand Forks., The nex®t day dawned with perfect weather

conditions, a factor of utmost importance in rural North
Dakota where so much hinged on the farmer's vote.I9M1not
reported that the women were marking the ballots as fast as
the men,lZO
sidered good, The Fargo Foﬁum made a final prediction of a

7500 vote majority for O’Connor,121 and the early returns,

7 116 \inneapolis Journal, November 11, 1920, (Clipplng)

'i17 Pargo Forum, October 15, 1920 (CTipping)
118 Unmarksd, undate clipping.

119 grand Forks Herald, November 2, 1920,

120 1pig,

121 Fargo __I:_cl;'_};lg_l, October 3'0', 1920, (Clipping)

and the gensral turnout over the state was con-
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predominantly from urban areas, were in his favor. When all
the ballots had been tabulated, however, Frazier commanded a

lead of 1,630 votes, toC

| But the Leaoue victory was far from
compleﬁe. Although they had a majorlty of one in the -
Senate, the Independents had gained control of the House by

- a four vote margln, and all five of the 1n1t1ated measures
had been accepted by the people., Receiving 49.1 per cent of
the vote, O'Connor consoled himself with the thought that it
was as close as he could come to victory without achieving

it .;23 Commenting on the ouucome, he said, “A storm would

have spelled defeat for the League but no one w1th the pro- .

| per sw1rit would wish a victory under such 01rcumstances. My
‘ own defeat has not shaken my confidence in the peoole. ; . ;‘
‘The elght weeks I spent among the psople . . . taught me %o
 know. their gensrous hospitalityv.‘. . unselfish spirit, and
s « » kindness. . . . Let us draw nowliﬁes beﬁﬁéeﬁ‘éhbée'“
wno voted for us, and ﬁhose who voted against us, Let us

not think of ourselves but of North Dakoba,l2W

The most puzzling part of the outcome was the paradoxil-
! \ .

% ¢al defasat of O!'Connor and the victory of the initiated

f measures, Undoubtedly party labels were among the most

significant factors., The Republican landslide which: swept-

122 Morlan, Prairie Flre, 300.

123 Minneapolis,Journel, November 11, 1920, (Clipping) *

12l Grana Forks.Herald, November 7, 1920,
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President Harding into office gave an automatlc boost to the
League, while the initiated measures, on a no party ballot,

did not have that advantage, And it cannot be overlooked

that whils the I.V.A. had succeedsd in undermining the League
program they had not been able %o destroy Frazier's popular~
i1ty. There is no doubt that the people of North Dakota felt
2 kinship with him that they never experienced with O'Connor. .

To them Frazier was a fellow farmer who spoke simply and
directly. O'Connor was a polished proféssicnal man whose
oratorvaaslﬁoo often filled ﬁithihigh;fiown'geheraiiﬁies;
which asctually had small meaning in a campaign where the
issues were clear and very sharply drawn,

It was not long after the electlion that the seriousness
of the League's wounds became evident., The initiated meas-

are allowing withdrawal of funds from the Bank of North-

Dakota combined with an economic depression to cripple the

Leagus program, On December 20 the Homebullding Association

ceased to function; on Deceumber 22 construction work on the

125

mill and elevator came to 2 halt, Throughodt ths seven-

teenth leglslative session, which convened in Jamuary, a

4

- deadlock  existed and littlerwas‘acgomplighed{;??3~Iﬁ@ep§ndent

members began voiclng a desire for a recall election, and it

was decided thabt the issue would be considered at a conven-

tion of Independsnt delegates to be held in Devils Lake

125 Blackorby, 33, .
126 Gpand Forks Herald, January 1, 1922.
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March 30 and 31.1%7 0'Connor who took no active part in
instigating suech a move, was completely friendly toward it%,

however.lzs

The convention, at the suggestion of O'Connor,
adopted the siogan "plow, plant and prosper" and voted in
favor of a recall to be held'sometime before November 8;129

It was decided to confine the recall to-the Industrial |
Commigsion, and to initiate-five laws which wéula‘limifvdr

abolish the various state enterprises;l3o

the name of R, A. Nestos of Minot as a candidate for governor.

Referring to his own fight against Frazier he said, "I have
kept the battle above the clouds, and have kept 1t clean,

and hand you back your standard unsullied,"3% When nomin-

ated for the attorney genmeralship, O'Commor declined butb

urgsd instead the nomination of Svelnbjorn thnson.le

Nestos and Johnson were placed on the bticket to oppdse,:

Frazier anl Lemke, and the rscall, which the League had ori-

ginated>a year earlier, throatened to destroy its creator.

The farmers organized their campaign under the slogan

"summer fallow and fight,"133 and took the defensive as the

1127 Mbrlan, Prairie. Flre, 316

128 Tnterview witn Judge O B. Burtness, May 2, 195b
129 Grand Forks Herald, April 1, 1921,

130 Ibid, Ths Industrial Commission included the gover-

nor, atbtorney gensral, and commissioner of Avrluulture and

- labor.

131 Devils Lake Dailz Jourﬁal, April 1, 1921, (Clippihg)

132 gpand Forks Harald, April 1, 1921,
133 Morlan, Prairie Fire, 315,
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I.V.A, charged League leadership with'inéfficiency and bank-

134

ruptey. But the Independent attacks proved effective.

When the election was held on October 28, all threé'League
leaders were recalled. The returns, however, had a unique
twist:
o . o e curiously ‘enough every one of the 1nitiated
measures, on the basis of which in large part the
campaign had supposedly been fought, was defeated
by majorities approximately equivalent to those
which had elescted I.V.,A., candidates, Thus, iron-
ically, R. A. Nestos was assigned the task of carry-

ing out the program Which his faction.had soughb to
curtail,"135"

The general outcome produced much speculation., The League

Aundoubtedly suffered from'the depressed economic conditlons

in 1921, It is virtually impossible for the party in power

to escape that fate. And there were many who were éone

vinced of weakness in Leagae leadershlp.? ¢et, they wers not

‘willing to abandon the program. The I.V.A, in its campaign

had promised to give it a fair trial and North‘Dakotans

gave them the opportunity to dofso. But the League's force
was not spent, In the election the following year,‘O'Connor
and his fellow Independents would face the same formidable

Toes,

3L Blackorby, 50,

135 Morlan, Prairie Fire, 326,




~ CHAPTER IV
FUSION TACTICS SUCCEED BUT O!'CONNOR FATLS

 The Noruh Dakota political scene in early 1922 was
dominated by the fight for senatorial endorsement in,the
Republican party.' The serles of conventions that precededv
the primary election began in March when the Nonpartisan
teague assembled’in Fargo. A. C. Townley had returned to
North Dakota shortly before to advocatse his . "balance of {
powar" plan. It was his conviétidn thet; faﬁﬁef'than,piece‘

a ticket in the field, the League should endorse desirable

candldayes of any political party.l The 1mmediate reaction'

of the League was one of almost solid opposition, and most

counties 1nstructed their delegates to vote agalnst the plan

Cat the forthcoming conven.t:r.on.2 Townley, sensing the general

hostility, abandoned hope of achieving his aim before the
delegates nmt,3 but the previous disagreemehts carried on
into the convention and caused a serlous rift to develop,
In thes interest of harmony, Townley announced that he would

re31gn as natlonal pre51deﬁt of the League, and would take

" ho 1 further act*ve part - in Forth Dakots Eolitics.h Along with

1 iMorlan, Prairie Fire, 340,

2 Grand Forks Herald, Varch 17, 1922,
3 Wational Tesder, April 17, 1922,

b ¢rana Forks Herald, March 26, 1922,
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this proclamation he suggested that a new state executive
committee be elected by the delegates of the convention. He
scored a victory in defeat when a committee in sympathy with
his views was chosen.5 This,bhowever, did not alter the
convention's determination to endorse candidates for the
coming primary-election.A A, J. Gronna;-with.the.hope-éf'fé—.
turning to the United States Senate, made overtures to the
group,é.but was ignored in favoflof Frazier, who only several

months before had been recalled from ths gbvernO?fs chair,

‘national offices was enaorsédQ7

The following month the Democrats and conservative

VRepublicéns held simultaneous conventions in Jamestown., It

was the issue of fuslon that brought them to Jemestown to-

gether, yet the Democrats were far from agreed;that-fusion:_

8

was deslrable,” Indeed, F. 0. Hellstrom former gubernator-
ial and senatorlal candidate withdrew from the Democcratic

convention in indignation after accusing the fusion faction

of wanting to "sell cut” the Democratic party,9 ‘On the

first ballot O'Connor was unanimously endorsed for the United

5 Fargo Courier News, March 26, 1922,

© Grand Forks Herald, March 26, 1922,
7 Toid, ,_
8 Pargo Gourier News, April 20, 1922,

9 Bismarck Tribune, April 20, 1922,

”Befofe'the,séssion adjourned'a‘complete'tiéketifof state and * |




States Senate over Wesley MbDowell.lo> In his acceptance

01Connor declared that there had been too much bitterness in

‘the state and that it was his desire to iron it out and bring

the people back on a sane basis of neighborliness and friend-

liness. ' The delegates gensrally agreed that the platform

 should be an endorsement of the pledges of Nestos and his

associates in the recall election and the anti-mownley plat- 7'

forms of previous elections.l2 That the Democratic faction

sympathetic toward fusion exerted its influenoe is evident

ment Any men nominated in June, it declared, would be. -

“permitted to re31gn, without belno acoused of party disloyalty,

to make place for a Republlcan in the fall for the good of

the slate.lz‘

N Republicans, meanwhlle, were nsetlng three blocks away
with the delegates supporting Porter J. MoCumber comprising
what was perhaps the most influential faction in the conven-
tion, MeCumber had occupied a seat in the United States
Senate since he was elected by the state legislature in 1899,

He was eagerly seeking another term, and had come up from

10 grand Forks Herald, April 20, 1922,

11 1pi4,

}2 Fargo Courier News, April 20, 1922,

4in. the statement that accompanled the prlmarv'ticket announce-,~v'
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Washington in mid Apfil to mend political.fehces.lu Mény
Independent Republicans, however, were'displeased with
McCunber, whom they suspected with good reason, of tacitly

- cooperating with the League. Others mentibned were former
United States Congressman P. D. Norton and A, M. Christiansom,
supreme court justice.  There was some support for Gronna,
_Siﬁée no‘satisféctory dedisidn‘6ould Be'feaéhéd‘éoﬁcefning
the senatorial endorsement, the convention adjournea without
officially supporting any‘caﬁdidate for the position.lS
Otherwise, the ticket was completed with Nestos~agéinvbeing5:_
endorsed for the governorship. A platform'was.adépted which
blaéed the campaign.ﬁpbn’ﬁhg»pécdrd;of the Nestos adminis-
tration, in Whicﬁ special effoft‘had'beeh'maae'towaras

finishing the mill and elevator and towards forwarding the
16

: rural credlts system of the Bank of North Dako*a. This,

of course, was an example of League pollcy acoeptance, whlch o
had been characteristic of O Connor's position since 1919.
The race for the senate was narrowed somewhat in May
when Gronna died and P, D. Norton withdrew, At the same
time, Ormsby McHarg of Jamestown, former private secretary
of thuﬂber, beoame an actlve contestant heanwhilv, the
senatorlal picture also changed in the Democratlc cam@ wber'

the anti-fusion factlon thers decided In mid-May to place 1ts

' .:}u‘Bismarck ?ribune;jApril:15,71922.._;j'{ ;«jlu.‘f»;.;bv.‘
15 1pid., April 20, 1922,

16 Blackorby, 60,
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‘own ticket in the field.l’! Disgruntled with the fusionist

wing ovér consolidation with the Independent Republicans,

they malntained they wanted to‘kéep the Democratlc organiz-

ation intact, Hellstrom and Platou, old favorites of the
liberal Democrats, received the senatorial and gubernatorial
endorsements.lar The Grand Forks Herald saw in this an effort
on the part of Anti-fusiqn Democraﬁé, ﬁho were sympathatic}
with the Leagus, té fruétrate the crossing of»party lines in
the primary election, Independent Democrats, rather than
vote in fhe Repﬁblican éoiumn, might weli decide to help.,
seﬁtle the issue dn their own‘tickeﬁ, the total efféét Te-

'sulting in a better chance for the Leaguers in the Republican.

19

- arena,

By the first part of June the Independeﬁts began soft=-

" ening their attitude toward McCumber, and he went a step

further in healing the rift by‘endorsing'Nestos.go This
exchange of support was obviously a recognition of the
necessity for cooperation if the Nonpartisans were to be

defeated in the coming primary. The tariff was being debated

- in the United States Senate at this time and McCumber en-

couraged his colleagues to stay on the job and nptigpepd much

17 Grand Forks Herald, May 11, 1922

,18_Fargo Courier News, Méy 10,'1922.“

19 Gpand Forks Herald, May 11, 1922,

0 Bismarck Tribume, June 13, 1922.
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for them if he thought they were sound. And he used aga*n L
4 o

time campaigning at home., He practiced his own advice.21
Meanwhile, other senatorial aspirants in his own state were
promoting their causes among the voters, Greater activity

than usual appeared in the Democratic camp Whefevﬁré; and

anti-League faétioné actively contested each other. A sharp

;1ncrease in the Democratic ‘vote was predicted and there was _b

much speculation as’ to whether more of the votes would'be
drawn from the League or the I.V. A 22" O'Connor, meanWhile,

was doing what he could to enhance his chances by urging

“the people to get out and vote, emphasizing that in North
Dakota the primary was really»as significant as the genaral o

election, 23 Contending “that he had always suppovted both .

‘agrarian and bu51ne33'interests,,which he<con31dered one and

the same in rural North Dakota, he pointed, as usual, to his

leglslative record 2”» League measures or not, he had voted

a theme from his 1920 campaign--constitutional ‘government.,

Frazisr, too, was stumping the state, promising to work for

26

the farm bloec if he was sent to Washington. Ot'Connor was

23 Grand.Forks Herald, Juns 25, 1922,
24 1pi4,, June 23, 1922,

25 Ibid., Yay 6 1922,

’26 Nor?h Dakota Leader, June 2&, 1022
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silent on the issue., On June 28, the voters nomingtéd both‘
in their respective colummns, giving O'Connor a large majority

over Hellstrom and Frazier a decided victory over. McCunber,

.~ That the people of the state still considered the guberna-

torial positioh of paramount importance was revealed in the-

fact that nearly 3000 who voted for governor did not indlcate'

a choice for'the senate.27 O'Connor's victory had been
ezpectea and Frazier's nomination did not need much explana-i

tion. It could be partially interpreted by the votes dis-

gruntled’Gronnaxsupporters‘gave~to Frazier rather than to

McCumber‘whom they blamed for Gronna's defeat.2d Purther

Aexplanatlon must recognlze the fact that Frazler proflted

from arganlzed support that BhCumber did ‘not receive.zg‘

Fraéier’s recall of the preV1ous year apparently had little

effect 31nce Oppositlon forces- had failed to convict him of 1

30

any polltlcal corruptlon.
The fusion of the Independent Republlcans and Democrats

which had been so complete and harmonious in 1920, was some—

what confused and unsettied‘as preparations began for the

1922 campaign. It had been generally understood that

© e¢inets, and no-Blue Book was published for 1922,

27 Grand Forks Herald, July 28, 1922, The Horald did
not publish official election returns which included all pre-

a8 B1siarck Trlbune, June 29, 1922
'7f'29 Blackorby, 70

30 Ibld
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O!'Connor would receive joint endorsement since no candidate
in the Independent Republican circles had been nominated for
the senate, - 0'Connor, who héd.always favored .the policy of

Iusion, was undoubtedly hoping for I. V A, supoort but early

July brought rumblings of a desire for a straight Republican-

line-up.3l A conference of the committee of'forty-fiveee

was dalled to meet at Fargo July 21 to consider what cand*— _

dates the Indepeﬁdént voters of the state Shduld‘suppcrt, hOW‘
N the cém@aign'wduld‘be financed and under whose auspices it -

;should'be nandled 32 The committee went on recard as support-r"
ing 0'Connor and they decidedrtg turn thg managemgnt of the

’Lall campaignvover to the I.V.A.BB”'The”pfoblem;of pgfty

labels, it seemed, had become a persennial one, and dufihg”ﬁhs

'g_month that followed the Tndenendents resumed efforts to keep

voters thlnking along cooperatlve llnas.‘ “Let us not indulge
in any halrsplitting partisan arguments regarding the wisdom
of sending a Democrat instead of a Republican to the United

" warned the Independent Review,3h In early

States Senate,

Septerber the Democratic and Republican state central

31 Bismarck Tribune, July 13, 1922, Excepting the

‘offices included in a trade made in Jamestown,

© 32 1p1d,, Jily 19, 1922,

_A3? North Daloba Leader, July 29, 1922,

34 Independsnt Review, July 27, 1922.,f.

153983 .
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rspresenting the anti-League Republiééﬁ and DembcréﬁicVV6ters;-f




cormittees met in Bismarck, The Democraés, as expected, re-
asserted their support of 0'Comnor for senator and Nestos

for governor.35 Independent Republicans, refusing to meeb

with the Nonpartisans, held their own session and gave in-

direct support to O!Connor Sy cbmménding the actions of the

committes of forty-five, which had recently enddrsede'Connor;ﬁ?m
' The League created somewhat of a stir when at their meeting

' tney added Lemke as a gubernatorial oandldate ‘to their

tlcket,37 Bert Baker had been the League choice for this

position in the primary electlion, but had beenvdefeated by

| Nestos.38 Lemke's selection received much attention and was

met by mixed emotions., Some Leaguers felt'he‘CQuld‘hot ride

%o triumph over the recall, as Frazier had béén»aBlé;to-do
' in ths primaries,>’ Others believed the nomination might
- mean tha return of A, C. Townley to ascendency in League

affalrs, but the Grand Forks Herald hailed it as an insuranneﬂﬂ'

of re-election for O'Connor and Nestos.&o " Distagte for
Lemke in many League circles, it was asserted, would swing

votes in the Independent direction.

35 Grand Forks Herald, September 7, 19;2

36 BlSM&TC& Tribure, September Ts - 922
”fA*37 Ibﬂd, - : S

38 Ibid

39 Ibld., Septembe* O; 1922,

ho Grand Forls ﬂerald, Saptémber 8, 1622
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'a perennial charge: In North Dakota party issues are of

With the slogan "Give O'Connor a chance and Nestos a -

full term,” the Independents launched into their campaign in

mid-September. Immediately they reactivated what had become

L1

little significance-=-it is radicalism verses rationalism. ,‘_"
»kThls was O'Connor's theme when he made his keynote add:ess at
:Hahkinson,gg énq heucontinuodooo‘roiporato ;p tp?oughoﬁtAéhe |
. enbire campaign. As in the campaign. of 1920',‘ he placed moohi

| empha313 on government-w"Good Government n “Representativa

Govarnmont," and the relationship betWeen the federai and

state governments.‘AOn_the machinery of government O!Connor

‘had some suggestionsAwhioh he hadlboen voicing for.some time: .

M. . elect Tewer stats. officials and hold those
eleoted to strict accountabllity for the enforce-
ment of laws, ZElect a governor, a lisutenant

. governor and secretary of state with the power of
recall in the hands of the people for malfeasance
in office, In many. instances ths present state
officials, such as treasurer and auditor, would be-
coms the appointed head of the department because
of training and experience . . . A four year term
should apply to all county offices. The term of
the President of the United States should be six
vears with 1limit of one term, In this way the
Pregident would make appointments to high posltions
not with a view to furthering his own political
ambitions, bubt solsly in the interests of the .
people,  Our congressmen should be elected for four
years and changes should be made in the election.
machines to assure the,?r931dent of a Worklng S

- magorlty in congress.,"d43 . :

Ll Stutsman oounty Democrat September 28 1922 A
fhz Grand Foras qerald September 16 1922 L

L~o43~st..gag1 Digiatoh,oﬁqgust‘7:'1921fn.“

" ¢ ’
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;aims.,

on

O'Connor was only exprcssing,geﬁeral‘ideas of.fhe times.
The refcfms he was propoéing were souﬁd but they were not -
the important issues of the day--certainly not in North
Dakota,

OtConnor contended that the League wanted to establish

a socialistic form of gover:iment y >a.ndv thus did not want the

' farmevs to be prosperous for that would ‘thwart the League

il

In reference to broken promises of tae League,

-OtConnor and other. Independents used the mill as an example.

It has ‘been noted ‘that the League industries were weakened

thn an.inltlated measure voted upon in 1921 allowed witn-

Vdrawal of funds from the Bank of North Dakota, and as a
consequence, constractlon work on the mill ceased in
' December. O'Connor insisted tha ‘the League should haVe

- been able to flnance tne project in some other manner.

“ o o hen you consider that the Leacue leaders 1oaned

nearly a million dollars out of the funds of the Scandinavian- |

American bank to league corporations, col;ecped‘cvar three
million dollars from the farmers in dues and wasted another

million, surely it was possible to get one million out of

Asome of: these sources to flnlsh the mill and elevator ir
l*they were in good faith, "45 The antl-League forccs cacital-
\“;Vized on this situatlon'when they rushed the mill into

B paviag Lake Daily Jourmal, Octobsr 19, 1922, -

45 Grand Porks Herald, October 19, 1922,
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cperation just before the electlion in 1922.h6 Although the
League speakers and press hastened to point out that it was
onlyione-fhird complete and without é heating pipe in the

whole building,47 the mill was put into operation on

October 30 when Governor Nestos pressed a button to set the

.machinerj in motion.u8 Until the people went to the polls
. & Tew days later, the Nestos adminisft'ration.;w.as.ﬂ busily. .

'iclalm_no the achievement as their own, - "»'*{v?;ig*ea*~?‘

An 1ssue which no one could 1gnore was the tarif;.L‘onw‘

the openlng rounds of the campaign 1t was obvious that.

-OtConnor hoped to evade theAprOblem by statinguthat‘he~~— -

tﬁoughtAthe,tariff'Should not be a parﬁy'issue.h9. As the

- campaign progressed and he found it necessary to take a-de~

finite stand, he asserted that as long as the established

principlé*was protecfion;“farﬁwproddct34Should be protected

50 His -

to. ﬁhe same extent that manufactured goods*vere. )
suggestion'that the whole matter be placed in the hands of
arnonApolitioal'boaférof éxperts was perhaps a very sound,
but impracticabls, one, Another issue of significance in

1922 was the proposed St, Lawrence-Creat Lakes Waterway,

;Jho Morlan, Prairie Flre, 3&5

.L7 Fargo Courier News, October 22 1Q22;;

48 Bismarck Iribune, October 25;7+922, -
b9 Bismifok‘Tribuég, September 16, 1922,

%0 Grand Forks Herald, Octover 5, 1922, . .
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which O'Connor ardently favored, Since the North.Dakota
Wheat farmer competed in a world market, said OtConnor, he
was at a dlsadvantage as far as transportatlon costs were
concerned, The waterway, it was estimated, should save ten
. cents on every bushel of grain exported from,the state.sl

: ”Payment for the progect he added, could come out of water

power. development and transportation charges.sg.-f

Tncluded in the many facets -of the farm problem was the . .

risk of one-crop farming.” The farmer's concentration on |

grain production subgected him to ths whims of the weather N

and the hazards of a fluctuating market.. TheAdesirability;m

of,éreaﬁer diversification was ‘receiving increased éttentibn,f“

| f’altbpugh_thg-?igotgus climate 1n North.Dakota ‘made- it

difficult to convert theory'lnto practlce. O'Connor, how—

e ever, strongly advocated more dalrying for the state.53 The ;

- extension of -farm loans was anothe” matter of . perpetual
1ntarest O Oonnor recognlzed the need of the farmer for
' 1on@ berm credlt and maintained’ that amrlculture had not

- received as much consideration through the Federal Reserve

banks as had other lines bf'businesé,gh When Lemks charged

}that;thevNestoé“made fewer loans tO“farmers4than'bad>i

- 51 Dickinson Press, October.2l, 1922,
.77 Grand orks Herald Octobe; 8 1922

2
5’ Dev1ls Lake Dally Journal, Suptember 16 1922

";_SL Grand -Forks Herald, Octob@r 8, 1022
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Nesots administratioh they had received %3 363 OOO.‘,

Cavaller county,

“which’ forced prlces down, These coonerat1Ves, he sald, S

Frazier!s, O'Connor retorted with some figures that réfuted
the statement In the twenty-eight months Frabier and |
Lemks controlled the bank of North Dakota, farmers were
lent the sum of $2,725,000; during the nine monthsvof‘ths 

' | 55

O!'Connor made an effectlve 1ssue of this in local areas.

At Langdon he reminded the voters that Frazler had made no

A”:loans ﬁo Walsh county farmers and only a few to those in ",

56

The Teason why these and many othsr
eastern areas in the state werse neglected, he belleved, was "
becauss it-was strong Independent'territory;57

In harmony with a popular solution to the farm prbblemf,

.--andeith his 1920 platforms—O'Connor continucd to advocatn
.cooperatiVe marketing,SBH Through this msuhod uhe farmer )

1f‘could hold his graln and thus av01d floodlng tne market

,;could be financed through such natlonal agenc1es as tne War o

Flnance Corporatlcn and the Federal Reserve Banks,59 ‘He

,‘interrupted his Speaking campalgn to go to Washington uo

Join Nestos and L, B Hanna, an ex—governor and ex-

- first.is- corroborated by:Morlan, T "

55 chkinson Press, Oc obeEFZl‘ 1é2é It Was 1mposs1ble
to locate a confirmation for the second figure, but the

56 Grand Forks Horald, October 27, 102;.; ).J o
57 moid. B {
"fSQ"Bismarck Tribuﬁe,;OgtobeflS,}iQ@Z}‘.
59 Grand Forks Heréld, Octobér 85'1922;
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congressman in conferring with the War Finance Corporation.

He also suggested another form of.coeperationeto alleviate

the fall marketing problem, If everyone would store up a. .
: winter's supply of flour as they do coal, he reasoned, the |
miller’coﬁld absofb ﬁore wheat.‘ He proposed thaﬁ a week be

set aside as "National Flour Week,” and urged commercial
‘clubs and other: civic bodies to- promote the - 1dea.6; He was -
ngnored exceut fur a weak League protest whieh accused nlm

of enly trylng to aid the processors.,

In the League camp, Towrley wa.s lending hls assistance,
speaking not as the Ciery enthuslast of early League days,

\Vbut as a polished orator. ’Mbst of his originai program, he'

o clalm credit for. much of it.63 Lemke,Atoo, was tour;ng

e

comprised mostly of abuee»and promised llttle 1n the form of“' B

“ﬂa,gonst:ugtive pollcypég ubCuMber,zdlﬁgruntledebecause.he L

failed 0 gain official support from either the Leéague or

anti-League forces, finally came out in support of Frazier

L 60 Ibld‘, éél;tember 22, 1ézé' T e
. "*”f”i - 61 Blsma ck Trlbune, Octobe* 2 i§22; |

62 Ible.; October 9, 1922,
;63 Ibld., November h, 1922

'"Q;ADiQkinsen,Presss'00§°be?.1hi.1922;-’:7 .-i .

:remirded the voters, had been achleved,_and the anti-Learue‘ L

';jforces who. had called the procram socialistic Were now trying.ifj;

3the state, but the Independent press sald hls speeches were ,:ljﬂﬁ
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in the closing days of the campaign. His staunch Republi-
canism prevented him from supporting a Democrat, and he

- probably felt O!Connor had been influential in deflscting
the Independent endorsement from him in the Jamssto&ﬁ‘con-Aw
vention.65 The platform upon which Frazier made his appeal -

. was considerably morormild and brief than thoss upon which -

' he'had~béen-campaigning in previous years.; The reason was“

'ﬁ_“a szmple one-—most of the League program had been carried

out. He empha81zed now exten31on of the Nonpartlsgr League;‘ﬁf

program throughout the nation, labor leglslation,fand the::’A

enactment of a soldier's bonus~léw--which.O'Connor also

Z .
66 The attacks he made upon his senatorial

supported,
ouponent however, ook on many forms, and he had generous -
support from the League press. An old target thatwwas useaf‘“

aaaln'was “the 1n1t1al graln grading acu, wnlch O'Connor  '-_Vv"‘

:

J.had been instrumental 1n hav1ng declared unoonstltutlonal.,-

iflhe League now favored a’ new 1aw,§7 but O Connor pre¢erred

w 65‘éiﬁckofby;‘73}"

66 Grand Forks Herald, -October Q, 1992 About the only | -
~ attention the Independents gave to labor was in the tie-up. - |
L they tried to create -wilth the League and the I.W.W, A lebter ﬂ
sttt o - wpditten.onlI,W,W. stationery by one Jack Fleming to A. Lund, -

”§aefftab:*;Fellow Worker,‘wblch implied that Lemke end- Frazier—were "vaﬁ;,
. - Ywith them" was. reprlnted in numefous-Indepshdent. papers, .

. 'The 'League ignored the issue and it 'is doubtful that it had
"7 mich effect, Devils Lake. Dailx Journal, Oc¢tober 30, 1922;
Dickinson Press, November I, 1922; Grand Forks Herald, = - - -
October 28, 1922; Independent Revilew, October 26, 19223
“ Stutsman County Democ”at, October Zb, 1922

07 yortn Dakota Leader, Augus.t 1z, 1922,
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"  pro-nothing,

Ag ound

to skirt the issue by saying, "It is absblutely necessary
that there be fixed a standérd‘grade for all grain recognized
everywhere in the United Sfates. The only effechal method';
of fixing the grades of grain is through the federal
government.“68

While the Courier News assailed O'Connor for being
n69

the Leader questioned his civilian status

'f'durlng tne'World War.?q Actually, O‘Connor at the age of :

thlrty-four had notb qualifled for the draft before it was

necessary'to extend the limit to include his age group, the

71

war was over, There were also the usual petty criticisms

such as 0'Connor's efforts to capitalize on his farm back-

72‘ It was thu Independent press rather than O'Connor~

’_“that was usinc the fsste, and in a sta»e as rural as Norvh

Dakota 1t WaS only to be expected. The Courler News 1gnar-r

hiing the fact that - O'Connor nad been a teetotaler all.Hls e
‘; 11£9, maintained that 31nce hls father had eperated a .

}1: sa1oon, his early experlences mlght make hlm a thrsat to ﬂ nfx'

8 Grand Porks Herald, September 16 1922

- 69 Fargo Courler News, October 12 1922

’70 No“th Dalioba Leader, October 28 1922

ST Interview with Judge 0: B. Burtness, March 27, 1922 o

It might be. added here -that 0'Connor did not display any -
mllltary interest while a student at -the Uplver31ty of Yorth
‘Dakota where he trequently petitionsd to bs. excubed from -

4 milltary drlll

‘ 72‘Féfgo.Gourieanéwé}’Ocﬁober'25;'1922;

. .
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" ¢cause of it,

prohibition.73 And rather ridiculous heights were reached
when O'Connor and Nestos were even assalled for being
bachelore.Ta

An attack which was undoubtedly of far greater Signin'
ficance was made on O'Cennor's_religion, Although it 1is
impossible to measure 1its effectiveness, it has been fre-

quently sald 1t -wags the cause of his. defeat This can be

- easxl” overempna31zed howeve;. Polltwcally, North Dakota |

has ka d a record for con31derable tolerance in mavters of

religion, An earlier governor--John Burke-~and a later one==

William Langer--experienced few attacks on their Catholicism,

It is true that O0'Connor did receive support from a Catholic

paper, the Columbian, the North Dakota organ of the Knights

of Golvmbus.?s The Leade and Courler News reported that thee_,;5;

Colqmblan‘nad prlnted an article on 1ts froqt page. threaten-';:"

1n5 members of the Catholic church with expulsion i; they

falled to vo~e ;or OYCenner.76 Tne Leader Went so~far~as to O

feliow members of-ths @rgaﬁlzation were 1ncensed over the

issue and that oig onnor was 1051ﬁg maﬁy potentlal votes be-i

78

The conse“vatlve press chose to 1gnore tne

' 7; Independent R v1ew, October 19, 1922
75 Norsh Dalcoba Leader,kOctdbe¢ 28, 1922t

76 *bida, Par go COQPleP News, Octooer 26 1992,'

" Worth Dakoba Leader, November h, 1922
) 78 Tbld ' ‘

. f accuse O'Connor of phrasing the article.77 Tt contended that?,}fﬁ*
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A”‘ ,breath announéed thau the Independenc tlcket would be' .

"law. " The remaining concern was>the admlnistwatlon of the

"altered by the rejectlon of O'Conpor,f Tae Knlohts of

issue, more or less, which was perhaps the moét effective

way of represéing it. Another form of the religious issue
was reflected in Ku Klux Klanism, which made its appearance
in North Dakota during the 1922 campaign., Instigated largely
by F. Halsey Ambrose, a Presbyterian minister in Grand

Forks,79 the activity was 1ocalized in the noftheastern part

of the state and had little over-all effect.

As electlon day drew nearer, the Independents hinted

| ét the over confidence in their ranks whloh uhey feared

might prove dangerous.so Although the Bismarck Tribune in-
sisted that the lethargy was fadingraway,Bl thers is no

question that there had been less interest in the campaign

- than in others of racent years; Most. of thé'League issﬁeS;

”1whlch had once been hotly contested were now. enacted 1nto o

'prOgram.. Tne Leader confldantly asserted that the entlre -

s>

- League tlcket could win eagl;yaz and almost ‘in the same-

“'*;;Columbus epasode had seripuslv threatened Independenu chances,v

o "79'Mérian b.'MbKechnLe,-"A Short Hlstory of the._ erst )
_Presbyterian Churcn of -Grand-Forks, North Dakota“ (unpuollshed
" seminar paper, UnivePsity. oL.NOPth D;koua,_ 953), 13-1 g

—81 vlsmarck Trlbune, Ocnober 1 1922

82 north Dakota Leader, October 28 1922

80 chklnson Press, Hovpmoer h, 1922 S _'“:@ﬁ/:~“\,pj -
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said the Leader, and the "only hope for Nestos is seen in
having O'Connor in the part of Jonah and feeding him to ﬁhe

fishes."03 This eleventh hour prediction was completely

meaningless and the eve of the election found both O'Connor

and Frazier winding up their campaigns in Grand Forks.Bu

The next day they would face roughly the same contest they

had. faced Just two years before. They were seeking a differ- s
:}ent offlce, but each was stlll pitte& aoalnst the Same . ann

~ opponent,

0!'Connor had the weather in his favor when the polls

openedvthe following morning., Rain fell throdghout the state

and in the Western section snow lay a foot deep, The Grand

;Forks Herald reported that, mud was, unlversal, and ~Indepen~- i‘

- dents’ hoped 1t would keep many rural voters from.the ballot'

'boxes.85 As exnected the fxrst returns were from urban

7gﬁh1ssouri Slope, Where the Leaoue baa alwavs plled up 1ts'

< -

vg‘HheaV1est vote, kept everyone cautlous.. When tabulations

-
e e =

| were complete 1t was evident tbat ot Connov had agaln fallea

’-to defeat Frazier.. By " margin o? 88&8 votes,87 the‘man WhO

B -

-:ﬂ83 Ibﬂd., Novemoer A, 1922 | -
‘»vsh Grand FO”RS Herald Wovember T, 1022
'A_BJ wad,, ﬂovemper 8 1922

86 Bismarck Trl%une, November 8 192&

"Q?gMorlan,,Prairie Eire, 3&5;‘ o

4 ;areas and gave O'Connor the 1ead but sIow returns from thé ':f;ffx

seeffpres
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‘Protestant, continued in their Democratic tradition and

'? fvoted for O' ‘onnor,

- of the state«beoause of unwise campalgn tactlcs.~ Edward
 HuGhes of chkinson, Democratic candldate for congress,'“

uftravelled Wluh O*Connor and 1ntroduoed him.. O'Connor, fearful

had been recalled as governor in 1921 was sent to the United
States Senate. Lemke, however, was buried beneath an -

88

avalanche of votes for Nestos. Independents gained control
of both houses of the state legislature, which marked the
first complete conservative control of that body since 1915,

It was in this light, and in~thé fact that he had received

‘more votes as candidate for governor in 1920, that OtConnor's
defeat was so difficult to explain. That rellgious nregudice |
 had a part.there-is no‘doubt, but the extent of its 1nfluence"

was undoubﬁedly slight. Russian-German settlements- in the
south-central part of the state, predominantly Catholic,

voted for the League, Pembina and Walsh counties,,largely

89

ot Connor lost some Democratic votes “in the wes*ern part

‘tion., Thls antagon;zed many Democrats, and consequently

" they cast thein ballots for Frazier in the fall slection., 90 L

88 Grand Forks Herala, Novemoer 9, 1“2L.; Westos recelved

 ;110 32 . Lemke,. SL,OQd Morlan, Pralrle Flre, 345{”‘_

89 Intervvnw with Dav1d Kally, Anril Zh, 1956

90 ibld

. . e
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be dlstracting I V A‘ votes, did nct ve Higaes due recogni-<>‘“
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the fallure of the Independent Republicans and Democrats to
cooperete as completeiy in 1922 as they did in 1920 also
weakened O'Connor's position., Farm policies, to which
Frazier gave more abttention than did O'Connor undoubtedly
influenced the vote., Perhaps the greatest single factor |
responsible for his defeat was the Democratic party label,

Many North Dakota Republicans who had no obJectlons to a

H‘Democrat's occupying the governor's cha1¢, remalned loyal

to their party when national polltics were concerned 9 The

vast difference in the O'Connor-Nestos vote testifles %o
this, %2 and the influence of those who voted a straight

ticket cannot be discounted. If only five per cent of'the

Independent Republlcans voted the straight Republzcan ticket‘v

it reant defeat for O'Connor 93

'Connor’s North Dakota politlcal career ended in 19¢2

'Al hough be had been unsuccessful in achieving a. magor

>

: 01flce, hls contrloutlon to the mlnority had been s:Lgn:.f:L-h»‘_'~ :

cant, The moderate p031tion he took in deallng Wlth the
‘i'Leabue was a prudent one, North Dakota's economlc proolems’l‘
e“e deep rooued and needed attentlon. O‘Connor recognlzed f:e;eig

‘“thls, His con0111atory attitude toward'the League mregram

91 IrtePV1eW w1th Judge O B Burtness, March 27, 1956 E

92 0'Connor recelved lOl 312 votes; Nestos, 110 321
Norlan, Prairie Fire, 3hs,

' 93=B1ackoroy, 73,

";was undoubtedly, in part practical polltlcs, but it also T

a .



 represented a sincere desire to improve the lot of the North
Dakota, The conditioning O!Connor received in his North A
Dakota poiitical activity pfepared him well for his fubture
career., 1t was in the federal government that he was to

j gain his next recognition.

.. S
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CHAPTER V

O'CONNOR GOES TO WASHINGTON

O0'Connor remained in North Dakota only three years after

nis defeat in 1922, During that time he contlnued his law

‘practice in Grand Forks, The partnership he had entered into

with Sveinbjbranohnson 1n'1914 was dlssqlved'in>l921'and~ R

“‘Charles F, Peterson then joined O'Connor's firm, - Petersom -

had gradﬁéﬁed‘from'the University of North Dakota Law School
in 1915 and practiced law in Fargo until 1921.° Perhaps the
most outstanding case that 0'Connor handled during those

years, from the standpoint df'public interest, was the de-

- fense of Dr. S R Klrby,2 a.pseudo medlcal practltloner of o

Worthwood, North Dakota Who prescrlbed a standard treatment

. for all ills, A foulfsmelllng~mixturefehis3own,pgeparatlon—-f

" was spplied to the patisnt's throat with a large paint brush,

“and a strong 1&Xéﬁiﬁé Waé'édmihistéred‘ "This was“the>proa~~'

H‘ﬂcedurs zhat had been followed Wnen an. elderly Northwood

-regldent, whose case had oeen pronounced hopeless by medlcal

',.docbors, dled 3 Klrby Was faced Wlth two dharoes—-manslaughter'

'1vund p”actlclng wthout a lloense.u He engaged O'uonnor to.

1 Grand Forks Herald, Maréh 9, 1921, ¢
2 :
Dakota, April 26, 1956,

3 0iConnor manuscript, 65,

L Ibid., 6&.

i .
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o
'
!

Intseview with Charles ¥, Peberson, Grand Forks, North
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defend him. The secretary of the North Dakota Medical
Association, witness for the state, brought records of the
associlation to prove that Kirby was not among the licensed
doctors, O!'Connor, howsver, discovered that the handwritten
records were abt times illegible, which made it imposéible

for the state to prove that the practitioner did nbt have a
license, The jury delivered a verdict of not guilty.5 The
same decision was rendered on the manslaughter chargé”inv.Ak‘.
view of the fact that the case was hopeless and the family

4 :
had sought Kirby's services.” The defendant, gratefnl for

-the acquittal, gave a dimmer for O'Connor and the jJjury.

After several of the jury members had spoken they insisted
that Kirby say a few words, O!'Connor, fearful that new
charges might be brought if he did, rose to his feet and
said, "Our host hés asked me to "thank ybu,for'your“presénce
here tonight., In this modest way he desired to thank yoﬁ'
one and all for the consideration you gaveito.himFin his

trouble, He has asked me to say that he is not an orator

 but an artist. He paints, and after the dinner he would be | |

glad to-give a demonstration. of his art if. any desired to
see -just hOW~it'is,done.97ﬁ,Neediessktohséy;1honewv§1nnﬁéer§dtg

It was during this interim, bebtween 0fConnor!s North -

5 Tpid., 66,
6 1pig., 67.

T 1p14., 68.
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Dakota political career and his departure Tor Caglifornia in
1925, that the First Savings Bank of Grand Forks, in which
he was a director, closed. His brother William, also «
director, and treasurer of the bank, wes charged with
embezzlement and brought to trial. He‘was found guilty of
taking over four thousand dollars in money, benk notes and
other funds, but appealed to the state supreme court on the
grounds that the term."funds was a vague descri ptlon.8 Al
though fraudulent approprlatlon of property constitutes

i embezzlement, when it was proved that the defendant had | |

never used any of the money the conviction was set aside and

a new trial graﬁted.g William was acquitted. The bank,

however, closed several months later. Baﬁking regulations
at the time provided for a double assessment to be charged k
f against the shareholders of both state and national banks in
the event of a bank failure. Although J.F.T. lost upwards

of $10,000, he did not meet the double liability obligation.
He’paid'dearly for that financial victory. It created i1l
feeling toward him and it has been said that "he was left
without a friend in the town,"LO
In the light of these events it is understandable that

"he was ready for new opportunities elsewhere. A choice one

8 226 North Western Reporter, 601 (1929).
9 Ipid.

10 -This assertion was made by a number of contemporaries

ﬁho chose not to be quoted,




‘anti-negro Whlle the northern Democrats registered many

vMeuhOdlStS and Baptists favored strlct enforcement o? the

presented ibtself in 1925 when Willism G, MeAdoo invited himi
to joiﬁ his law firm in Los Anggles. The way‘had Eeen paved
the year before at the Democratic National Convention at
Madison Sguare Garden.ll O'Connor attended as a delegate | :
from North Dakota., As the state delegabions convened it be- |
cams obvious that the gulf éeparating the southern and

northern Democrats was unbridgeable.lz They were divided on

virtually every major issue, The South favored the League of
Nations; the North wanted to forget the issue.}‘3 On the
question of aid to farmers the North was lukewarm while the |
South wes énthgsiastically for.it. The urban North sponsored ‘
advanced labor legiélation while the agrarian South was un-

friendly toward the working man. Southern Democrats were

colored men among thelr voters.lu Buu most Dromlnent of all

*ssues were prohibition and the Ku Klux Klan. Southern

eighteenth amendment. The North sought its repeal 15 While

the sbuthern Democrats supported or feared the & lan, northern

11 pvthur S. Link, American Epoch; A History of the
United States Since the 1890's (New York; 1955), 258

12,_1,19:_;,@.,, 257.
13 1pig., 258,

1L 1p1q,

15 1pid., 257.




Democrats, mostly Catholic or foreigﬁ born; opposed all that
the Klén stoed for, The two leading contenders for the

presidential nomination were diametrically opposed concern-
ing both issues. Alfred E, Smith, governof of New York, &as
Roman CabholiC, a "wet", and an avowed enemy of the Klan.16
William;G. Mehdoo, California attorney and Secretary éf the
- Treasury under Wilson, supported by the South and West, was

"dry", and, a tho@gh he openly repudiated it,

Pfotestant, a
had the endorsement of the Klan.17 The Smith forces were
vociferous in theif‘efforts to convict MbAdbo of Klan
sympathies, and finally éponsored a resolution condemning
‘the Klan as un—American.lS It failed by a vote of 543 to
g2, %9 |

As a refutation of the Klan chafge, the lMcAdoo
managers érranged'for 0'Connor to address the convention
and second NcAdoo's nomination-for the presidency,zc
O’Conndr‘s Gatholicism,‘they reagsoned, would relieve him of

any suspicions of Klan sympathies., But theAdelegates,

understanding he was to second McAdools nomination, were

16 1pig,

1T kara Schriftgiesser, This was Normalcy; An Account

——c

of Party Politics During Twelve Republican Years: 19§O~1932‘

(Boston; 10Lh8), 178,
18 grand Forks Herald, June 27, 192lL,
19 Link, 258

20 Grand Forks Herald, June 29, 192h.'
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- the nomination of Smith.

startled when he shouted in loud, clear tones, "I condemn
the order kno@n as the Ku Klux Klana”Zl Up to that point in
his address he had not mentioned lcAdco, and the delegates
thought possibly he had changed his mind and would second

22 The convention hall was thrown
into an uproar. 0tConnor waited patiently until the
commobion had béen quieted by the chairmen and then announced

that he wished to second the nomination of McAdoo. In doing

- so he gquoted a declaration made by McAdoo at a St. Patrick's

Day celebration that "all creeds and races should have equal

oppcn"tt;mi’cy,”‘2br It was an effective stroke even though re-

actions of the California delegates betrayed thelr sympathies.

When O!Connor dencunced the Klan they sat silently, without
even applauding, while anti-Klan delegates marched around
the‘Garden to‘emphasize their aq:»pr«:nz‘a]..25 vOnly as 0'!'Connor
concluded his addresé with an endorsement of lMcAdoo did the
Californians join in the demonstration.26

For ninety-five ballots the»convention remained dead=

locked, with both Smith and MeAdoo refusing to yield to each

2l YWew York Times, June 28, 192k,

23 mbid.
2l Grand Forks Herald, June 28, 192l,

25 New York Times, June 28, 192l,




left immediately for lMcAdoo's apartment where Mcidoo end

OtConnor to enter his law firm in Los Angeles, which he did

“atbtention in 1920 when he was campaigning for the governor-

“ship, MeAdoo had heard himISPeak and was impressed.32 The |

other.27 Both finally withdrew by agreement,oﬁ the ninety-

sixth ballot, and on the one hundred and third the conven-

ot

ion turned to Joln W, Davisg, a lawyer for corporation and -

28

banking interests, As a sop to the sgrarian element,

Charles VW, Bryan of Nebraska was chosen as a candidate for |
| 5 |

the vice jpr'es:'Ldenc:'\,r.d9

O'Connor's memo book reveals that after his speech he "

his wife had listened over the radio.BO Their response was §

enthasiastic'and they reportedly enjoyed hearing the account

31

0'Connor gave them, A short bime later McAdoo invited

the following year, OiConnor had first come to lMcAdoo's

situation at the convention had called for exactly the type

of contribution that OtConnor could make., An orator of

2T Schriftgiesser, 178, The Convention had a rule of f
long standing requiring a winning candidate to receive a
two-thirds majority of the vote.

28 rink, 258,

29 1pid.

30 Entry of June 27, 192l, memo book of J., F. T. O'!'Connor,
0'Conmor Collection. Hereafter cited as OfConnor memoc boock, '

31 1pig.

32 Interview with Dean 0. H. Thormodsgard, University
off gorth Dakota Law School, Grand Forks, North Dakota, May 7,
1956, ‘

-




considerable gbility and a Cathdlic, he was the logical
choice for the Klan denunciation.
O'Connor was associated with the firm of lMcAdoo,
% Neblett and Clagett for five years.33‘ It was a position of
| prominence that was to serve as a springboard to even bigger
thiﬁgs,‘ The only available example of his practice there

was one of his first ceses-~the defense of an elderly woman

i ~who had been injured by an electric railway cbmpany.Bu She
4 'asked for $1500 damage to which the electric company replied
by offering he:-$Soo. Deciding on legal action, she placed
the matter in O'Connor's hands, "He was a comparstive
 stranger in Los Angeles, but he soon became known, for when
g , the-ﬁaSe came to trial /0!'Connor/ addressed the jury and the
| court with so much eloquence and force that the jury render-
ed a verdict of $3500.. . . The electric company péssed the
word aﬁound to look out for that red headed young fellow in

035

.~ lMeAdoo's office, In 1930 O'Connor became engaged in a

law preactice with C. J. ulvane who had been a United States

|
District Court judge in Arizona and New Mexico,36 That his '
new association was satisfactory was reflected in an entry

he made in his memo book on December 31, 1931, "Closed my

33 Unmarked, undated clipping.

: 3h oy, m. Rogers to Paul B, Griffith, June, 193l (9),
Congratalatory letters.

35 1bid.

36 Unmarked, undated clipping.




moét successful legal year."37 In 1933, ex-Assistant
Attorney General cf the United States A, G, Divet-~formerly
of North Dakota-~«joined the firmEBB
The economic depression that gripped the country at
this time afforded O'Conmor the greatest opportunity of his
§ ‘lifétiﬁe; end he mede the most of ibt. During the New Deal'ls
"Hundred Days" in 1933, President Roosevelt appointed him

Comptroller of the Currency. The banking structure through-

cut the country had been weskening steadily since the stock
market crash in October 1929, By early 1933 many state
‘banks Were‘placing restrictions on withdrawais, and in scme
instances,state—wide mcratoriunw‘were proclaimed.39 The
banks were in serious straits largely because of their own E
unsound policies. It was general practice to extend loans

to both individualé and oofporaﬁions, accepbing stock as i,

| collaterél,security.uo Banking institutions frequently set :

up affiliates for dealing in securities, and "their
directors . . became directors on boards of numerous corpo-
rations interested in these ventures."al Under these cir-

cumstances the unstable foundaticns of many banks gave way.

37 Entry of December 31, 1931, O'Connor memo book,

38 1os Angeles Daily Journal, April 22, 1933, Both
Divet and Mulvane were Republicans!

39 J. F, Te O'Connor, The Banking Crisis and Recovery |
Under the Roosevelt Administration (Chicago, 1938), 11, ' ’
Hereafter cited as Ot'Connor, Banking Crisis.

4O ypi4., 8.
L1 1ps4.




As their doors closéd the confidence of the public was
shaken ané individuals steadily withdrew funds from the
institutions remaining in operation. This, of course, only
! aggravated the situation to the point of disaster.
| . It was the firét‘problem that Franklin D, Roosevelt
consideréd when he took office in lMarch. The declaration
% of a barnk holiday, which he proclaimed at one ofclock a.m,
on March 6, was his first official ac":,ul‘;2 Its ?Qrpose was
"to suspend all banking functions in order that the nation's
? 'currencyvcculd.be regulated and the gold supply coﬁsérved;"MB
 It‘WasAobvious that the banks would have to be regulated and
controlled if the public and institutions themselves wers té
| bé protected from the effects of unwarranted withdrawals by
'; B pahic stricken depositors, Three days later the Emergency
| AvBanking Aect was‘passed, its most important provisions vest-
'i ing pdwér in the 1) President of the United States to close
% the banks, 2) Secretary of the Treasury to regulate the
business of the banks during such emergency period, 3)
§  .Comptroller_of the Currency to appoint conservators to
"econserve the assets of a national bank for the benefit of
its depositors and creditors and to effect reorganization."&#

The office of Comptroller of the Currency had been

42 1pia,, 18,
43 1pi4,

L

Tbid,




established by the National Bank Act of 1863°h5 Tts primery
purpose was to assist in financing the Civil War, Second-
arily, it was to establish a "ecirculating medium designed to
move freely at par throughout the United States, without re-
gard to the benk issuing such.Currency.“A6 The structure of

the department as described by O'Connor was as follows:

"The principal officer is the Comptroller of
the Currency, Serving under him in Washington at
this time as principal execubtive officers ars
three Deputies Comptroller, a Genersl Counsel, and
8. Chief National Bank Examiner., The authority for
establlshlng new national banks is vested by law
solely in the Comptroller of the Currency. All
‘national banks must obtain from him an authoriz-
ation to begin a banking business. And no branch
can be established without his approval, The
Comptroller is required by law to have all national
banks and brenches thereol examined twice each year.
He 1s empowered to issue regulations with reference
to certain phases of the operation of such banks.

He has the duby of supervising the operation of
national banks which are in oonServatorship, per-~
fecting and approving all plans of reorganization
for national banks which are in Tinancial straltss
and llquidatlng those for which h finds it
necesgary to appoint a receiver.

For convenience of administration the bureau contained Tive
divisions: Exemining, Insolvent, Legal, Organization and

L8

'Statistical‘ After the banking holiday two more were

added--~that of Conservatorship and Reorganization,

L5 George W, Woodworth, The Monetary and Banking System
(New York; McGraw nlll) 109

QG Ibld

”7 Tbid., 1-2,

b8 144,




choice for the of’f‘n‘.c:e,h'9 but 0!'Connor maintained that the |

'appbintn@nt &as a surprise %o him and that he had recommended

S

| it seems , was also a logical connection, but the San

- Francisco News denied that the sppointment could be attri-

The appointment of O'Connor to this high position in
the federal government was the result of e combination of
factors, The New York Times asserted that "it had been

known for some time" that O!Comnor would be the Presidentis

anobher man for the_place.so He added, "I told the president
I didn't ﬁanf_anytﬁing and hed settled béék to the practice
of iaw,”sl bUndoubte&ly James Farley was instrumental in the
selectiocn. ‘The influentiél postmastef general was a Tellow
Irish Catholic, and he an& OtConnor became cloée friends.

How well they kmew each other at this early date is difficult
to determine, but on March 29 O!Connor recorded in a memo
book, "Jim Farley called long distance. Said President
ﬁanted to appoint mé Comptroller of the Currency o « « e

President wanted me to come at once to Washington."sz McAdoo,

buted to him.53 They contended that it was James Roosevelt, |

i
{

49 New York Times, May 2, 1933,
50 Urmarked, undated clipping. |
51 1hid.

52 Entry of March 29, 1933, O'Connor memo book,

53 San Francisco News, undated., (Clipping)
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who had intervened in Oi'Connor's behalf.sh The previous
Vear young Roosevelt had visited Califorﬁia in the interést
of his father; While most of California's leading Democrats
wefe'bgsy campaigning and paying little éttention to

Rooseveltl's son, O'Connor was escorti him around Los
9

 Angeles.’® Tt is difficult to determine how beneficial this

relationship was to O'Cdnnor, but it undoubtedly was to his

advantage. He and James Roosevelt became not only'good

56

friends but later business assocliates,
Lastly, O'Connor's own connection with President
Roosevelt cannot be discounted. Undoubtedly it was the most
influential factor in his appointment. In the primery elec-
tion of 1932 O!'Connor led the fight in Californis for the
electlcn of.Roosevelt delegates to the Democratic Natlonel
Conveniﬁione At the convention O'Comnor was an active worker

8

for Roosevelt‘s,nomination.5 On March 21, 1933 0'Connor

s Ibid.

55 1bi4.

56 In 1939 they joined forces with F. M, Hole of Los

Angeles to organize a motion picture company. The corpcraticn
oS 1 :

was designed to own, lease or otherwise acquire theaters and
broadcastlng stations and to manufacture, buy and hire zgll
kinds of still and motion pictures. Roosevelt had previously
been associated with Samuel Goldwyn in producing films,

Grand Forks Herald, December 23, 1939.

57 New York Timeg, April 17, 1933, Ironically MCAdOO,
managed Garner's campaign., O'Connor commented later, "We
had lots of fun telling each other how we were going to win,"
Unmarked, undated clipping,.

58 Interview with David Kelly, April 2l, 1956,




recorded the following laconic statement in his memo bool:
"Spent one-half hour with President Roosevelt. Sald he told
McAdoo I wes number one in California,“5‘9
’ Whatever the reason for 0!Connor's appointment, it was
confirmed.bj the Senéte withbut cbjecﬁion.éo loments after
the vote, however, David A. Reed Representative of Pennsyla
vania announced hls opposition to the nomlnatlon¢6l ObV1ously
he Was‘ignoraﬁt of Tthe First Savings Bank incident when he
sald, "‘OfGohnqg7 has never been an officer of a bank, He Z !
has never been a director of & beanlk, ‘He knows no more aboub i f
baﬁking than any depositor would know from having a checking
account. . . .02 It is like sppolnting a man to be captain
of an ocean liner in the middle of a hurricane,“63 Thisg
gave lMicAdoo, now Democratic Senator from Callfornia, (elected
in 1932), an opportunity to speak in O!'Connor's behalf. "We é
don't need so much a man'with.experienée in bénking," he i

'said, "as a man who has had experilence with bankers, I am

not casting reflections on bankers, but the Comptroller is
a policeman of the banks, I have learned it is better %o

- have a man in that post free and independent than with

59 Entry of March 21, 1933, O'Connor memo book,
50 New Yori Times, May 9, 1933.
61 1pig,

62 Grand TForks Herald, quoting the Detroit News,
undated., (Cllpplng)

63 New York Times, May 9, 1933,
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banking e.}:pez:c:?;enoea”éLP
Immediately following the bank holiday, examination of

all ﬂabional banks was urgently needed so that as many as

possible could: reopen° By March 15 the survey was complebtedy

with 5938 national banks having been examined, 65 It was
found that 1&07 national banks, and ten state banks located
in the District of Columbia, could not be licensed until

| 66

further corrective action had been taken,

Exenmplifying O'Connor's dutles as Comptroller of the

Currency was the organization of the new First National Bank

at Grand Forks, Because of the personal interest element,

howsver, it camnot be considered a typical example, The

original First National was one of the banks that did not

"open after the banking holiday of’March 6, 1933, Like many

other 1nst1tutlons of 1ts kind, it had been poorly mansged.

This is revealed in the book value of 1ts assets at the date
of failure--sstimated good, %2,117,943; doubtful, $2,747,772;

worthless,’$275,275.67 The amount of borrowed money at this

68

time tobaled $990,927, Since the reocpening requirements

Ol Tpig

65 0tConnor, Banking Crisis, 19,
66 ' ’

ibid.

67 Seventy-Sixth Annual Report of the Comptroller of
the Currency Covering the Year Ended October 31, 19308,

(Washington; 1939), 310,

68 1pia., 249.
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specified by the Comptreller's office could not be met, the
bank remained closed.

This presented OiConnor with an opportunity to redeen
" himself to the peéple of Grand Forks., Through his efforts
a new First National Bank was opened when = loan of almost
one mililion dollars was secured from the Reconstruction
Finance Corporation,ég‘ As the bank openea its doors in
October, O!Connor commented, "Since taking up my duties as
Comptroller of the Currency nothing has plessed me so much
as issuing the charter to the Grand Forks bank," 0 The Grand
-Forks‘Herald proclaimed that the new bank was‘sﬁarting with
2 state of‘iiqﬁidity that had been seldom matched in banking
annals of the,state.7l And the people of Grand Forks were
pleased with the settlement. The loan from the Reconstruc-
‘tion Finance Corporation, together with the cash liquidated
,bywthe ccnsérvatorépip between the banking holiday of
Merch 6, and the time the new bank opened for business on
October'h permitted a dividend distribution to depcsiters of
the failled bank of fifty per cent of their proven deposit

b:abil.stnce‘s.‘2

69 Grand,Forks'Hefald, June 23, 1933,
70 1psg,, October l, 1933,
71 1pig,

7z Interview with Fred R. Orth, Grand Forks, North
Dekota, May 22, 1956,
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O'Connorvha& repaid his debt, The response nust have
been gratifying indeed to the man who "did not have a friend
left in Grand Forks" when hé departed in 1925, The Grand
Forls Herald credited him with being solely responsible for
the excéptional afrangement worked out by his coffice and the
Reconstructibn Finance Corporation@?3 And the acclaim he-
received on the official opening day in October was a

recogniticn he had long swaited:

" . . . /0'Connor/ has acquitted himself in
such 2 manner as to make North Dekota proud of one
of its sons. Appreclating as no other man in
Weshington did the facts surrounding the existence
of such a bank as this in Grand Forks, Mr, O'Connor
devoted himself assiducusly to the solution of this
preblem in such a manner that the sound interests
of his home people would be protected and their
progress promoted. Men who have visited with him
end conferred with him on the subject know how pro-
found and sympathetic has been his interest, how
persuasive his argument, how untiring his effort,

In all their contacts with him they have recog-
nized in him the spirit of loyalty to. the o0ld home
town and The home people which was expressed in
eccents of convincing sincerity in the radio
address which he caused to be transmitted to the
people of Grand Forks on the eve of the opening

~of the bank, Our people have cause for rejoicing
in the opening of the bank, and they have fresh
reason to esteen1the;r 0ld friend and fellow citizen,
J. F. T, O'Connor,’ Qe

OiCommor went one step further to redeem his family's

| good name, He appointed his brother William, with whom he

13

Grand Forks Heorald June 23, 1633,

7% Ibid,, October 5, 1933,
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had been asscciated in the First Savings Bank, and who, it
will be remembered, had béen acquitted of an embezzlement
charge, as réceiver of the old First Nationeal Bank,75 This
we.s obviously an oppdrtgnity that William hsd been waiting
for, also, Refusing to accept full saTavy allowed under the
law for uhose duuies, he devoted aTI his energy t0 the task,
often working into the night and never taking a vacation,76

In January, 1937, he suffered a stroke at his desk, and died

two months laters ! By then his job was essentially finished %

however, and it had been well done. The government loaﬁ,

together with the interest, had been repaid and the adnminis-
trative expense of liquidation had'been handled at fifty per
Sent less than the average cost of reéeivéréhiéiﬁﬁfbuéhodﬁ"

78

the country. O'Connor left his dubies in Washington to

attend the funeral serVices for his brother in Grand Forks.

-

In Edﬁmenulng on his accomplishments he said:

"Two large bank buildings are saved as well as
several thousand acres of farm land and in addition
mortgages and notes which had been pledged to the
government are now redeemed, He did the jobfor
the people of Grand Forks which has been his home
for over half a century and in my opinion gave his
life in the effort, Considering the poor crops and
the not too favorable prices the accomplishment iz

75 ibid., November 16, 1933,

76 Unmarked, undated clipping.,
T Ibld,, Interview with Larry O!Connor, larch 13, 1956,

78 Unmarked, undated clipping.,




rated among the highest in the nearly 2,000 re-

ceiverships under m¥ jurisdiction. I am proud of

my brothert!s work," (9

The work of the Comptroller's office progressed repidly.
During the "Hundred Days" the Federal Deposit Insurance
Cdrporatian was created, which insured bank deposits up . to.
$2,500 on individual‘acocunts.BO A year later the amount

81

was raised to $5,000, 0tConnor briefly stated its purpose

as, "to make a Tact of the theory that bank depositors have

w82 Mermbers of the

a right to'the return of their money.
board of the FﬁIC, in addition to O‘Génnor, were Walber J,
Cummings, executive éssistent to thé Secfetary of the
‘Treasufy:and.E. G. Bennett of Ogden, Utah3§3A As Comptroller
of the Currency, C'Cohnor was also an ex-officio member of
‘the board of governors of the Federal Reserve System Ot 4%
‘the close of 1933 O!Connor proclaimed that the banking

structure had never been on a more firm founde?cione85 He

pointed out that deposits aggregating over two billion dollars

9 114,
80 New York Times, Avgust 23, 1933, The'aVeragé deposit

maintained by those in the $2,500 group, which made up ninety-

seven per cent of all deposits, was $183. Unmarked, undated
clipping. ’

81 Golumbus Citizen, June 27, 193L. (Clipping)

82 Chicago American Financial, September 7, 1933,
(Clipping) ' '

83 Wew York Times, September 8, 1933,

8l Unmarked, undated clipping.
85 New York Times, January 30, 193k,
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in the banks that remained closed after the March morestorium
'héd been "unfrozen" with the exception of only two and seven
tenths pef cent of the ’total,s6
O'Connor considered incompetency amonglbankers a ma jor
cause of the banking difficulties, and proposed that they be
required to take”examinations in order to qualify for a
_position.87 "What we need," he contended, "is to make
banking a profession instead ofvsecurity gaﬁbling With~other
'peopleis money.‘ On1y men éompetent to pass on the meny- ' %
sided legél and economic questions incident to managing a §
bank should be permitted to entér‘theAbanking businesso”88 o
At the‘éame time, he appointed formgr bank presidéﬂts con=-
servators.of the same institutions whenever they were be-
lieved to be reliable, thus drawing upon qualified material,B9
| ’ijearly 193l rumors of O!Connor's resignation were

,p E_circulatingogo | Although.he<always~enjoyed a friendly

~ relationship with the President, his association with Henry
Morgenthau, Seecrebary of the Treasury, was not a harmenious
one. Morgenthau tried to coordinate the Comptroller's

office with the treésury departménﬁ, thus eliminating the

86 Thig,
'SY»Unmarked, undated clipping,
88 1pig,

89 New York Times, September 12, 1933,

, 90 Grand Forks Herald, February 23, 193l.




comﬁtrollér §cst¢91 As.a part of this sttempt at finesse,
Mbrgenthaﬁ arranged for an‘offer to be made to 0'Cormor Lo
serve as Federal Reserve Agent at San Francisco@gg The’
séhenm,‘howeﬁer, failed when O'Connor declined the position,
The Cbmptroiler was also repoffedly at odds with Leo T.
Crowley, Chairman of the Federal Dep031t Insuramce Corpor-
‘atlon, o But O'Fonnor had an 1nfluentlal supporter in Jamus"
Farleyngho ccnsistently stood behind nim, 9
These early rifts healed and 0'Connor remained in office
uﬁtil‘April 1,‘1938. By tﬁe beginning of that year he was
giving serious consideration to seeking the Democratic
gubefnatofial nomination.in Califernia, and on January 1l
“he resigned 96 President Roésevélt, in a letter headed "My |
.deéeréfty 9T requested that the date be postboned unﬁll o
April 1, in view of the fack that "there remains importants
unfinished.work in connection with the payment of dividends

_ to depositors in closed national benks requiring at least -

l Unmarked, undated cllpping.

| 92 New York Times, October 27, 193, Perhaps influen-
tiel in this maneuver was Herbert C. Gaston, advisor to
Morgenthau, He was formerly editor of North Dakota Non-
partisan League newspapers, the Fargo Courier News and the
Worth Dakota Leader. Unmarked, undated clipping,

93 New York Times, December 22, 193M
Ol Ibid., May 2h 193&

95 Unmarked, undated clipping.

9% Los Angeles Examiner, January 21, 1938, (Clipping)




120

198

your part time attention.

O!'Connor had made an impressive
record as Comptroller of the Currency. Only twelve national

. banks failed while he was in office, compared tc 1750 in ths

g‘ |

previous decade.gg‘ The press reported that during these
five years "79,.,75 per cent of the liabilities of national
"“bahks under recéiVershipIZﬁen§7 disbursed to dépositors or
other creditors.“log OtConnor summed up the progress by %
pcintiﬁg dut that the nétional banks hed been strengthened, |
their deposits had been insured and they had received the |
1argest depbéits in their history,101 ' . |
0'Connor received due recognition as he resigned from
his federal goverrment service. The Detroit News credited
! him with being & New Dealer who kept his finaﬁcial feet on
g, 102 |

the groun ‘and the American Banker said he "'stimulated

loyalty, recognized career men and from coast to coast

glorified his office to bankers and the public.’"103 Senator

Couzens of Michigan, admitting that he had originally felt a

man of greater experience should have been selected as

Comptfoller, said no one had devoted himself more unselfishly

90 New York Wall Street Journal, January 21, 1938.
(Clipping) B : |

) 99 "Wexing and Waning," Time, XXX1 (February 21, 1938),
030 ) ) ) - ' :
100 san Francisco Examiner, February 11, 1938. (Clipping)

101 Gharleston News and Courier, January 21, 1938,
(Clipping)
102

Detroit News, undated. (Clipping)

: '  3 103 "yaxing and Waning," Time, XXXI (February 21, 1938),
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to his tésk than had OtConnor, and that he had won the ad-
miration of all tThose with whom he came inccm.’cz—mt.,]‘Obr
President Roosevelt éoclaimed OfConnor's contribution as a
“satisfactorylachievemenﬁ for the lifetime of most people.-”lo5
But perhaps no commendetion meant quite as‘much to Of'Connor
as the praise he received from his old acquaintances in
~Grand Forks,

Although his possible gubernatorial candidacy cccasioned

e

' speculation for over a year, it did not materialize. It was
not the only post for which he was mentioned, The American

Banker predicted he would be a candidate for the United

States Senate,lo and a yvear later Worth Dakotans and

Californians were urging President Roosevelt to appoint him

to the plaCé on the United States Supreme Court made vecant
| by the death of Justice Pierce Butler.lo? But it was as
United States District Judge for Southern California that he

was sworn in on January 12, l9h1°108 He remained on the

s e

bench until his death in 1949, During these years‘theve was

loh‘Unmarked, undated clipping.

A
:
o
3
%

105 Charleston News and Courier, January 21, 1938.
(Clipping) ‘ A

106 American Banker, March 29, 1938, (Clipping)

107 grand Forks Herald, November 21, 1939, In 1942
O!'Connor was again being mentioned for the bench, this time
to £ill the vacancy created by the resignation of Justice
James F, Byrnes to become National Economic Director, Los
Angeles Daily Journal, October 20, 1942,

108 ynmarked clipping, January 13, 1941,
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prison and fined $50,000 for draft evasion,

at the cases involving the seizure of the notorlous gambling

tremendous economic development on the Pacific coast with
the resulting increase in population, This added to his
responsibilities. Some believe overwork in this capacity

hastened his death. %7 Tt was evident that he was feeling

. the pressure in lQh? when he suggested that retired judges

should be called back into service to relieve the crowded

conditions in the federal courtsgllo

It was before O'Connor that Serge Rubenstein, inber-
national financier, was sentenced to two and a half years in

111 He presided

ship, Lux, which operated off the southern California coast,+1¢
and he officiated at some'of.the cases involving motion

picture actor Charles Chaplin who was held on four federal
indiétmen’cs.ll3 Among the many aliens who were naturalized
before him were motion picture actor S, Z. Sakall and Danish

11l

 O'Connor suffered a heart attack in 1948, Refusing to

born opera star, Lauritz Melchior.

enter a hospital, he was confined to his home for several

109 Interview with David Kelly, April 2k, 1956,
110 san Prencisco Examiner, July 25, 10L7. (Clipping)
111 k

112 Gyand Forks Herald, September 29, 1949,

New York Post, undated, (Clipping)

113 New York Times, September 29, 1949,

11 Los Angeles Examiner, June 1l, 1947, (Clipping)
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Ellingson, a former NorthDakotane12 They had completed

construction of one housing project and had all the materials

purchased for a second at the time World War II begaﬂ.123

OfCommor also invested shrewdly in stocks and retained

? ~velvable property in Grand Forks., The bulk of this estate

Jemest, St, Micheel's and St. Mary's schools, all of Grand
Fﬁrk‘sc They will receiﬁe their share one year after the
deaﬁh.of the last surviving brother or sister--who héve a

} lifetime inberest in bhe income--but only if bhey have reised
a Sum.equal to their share, If any school fails to meet

this requirement, its share passes to the institutioné
complying with the terms. In the event that no institution
'cén fulfill the stipulations, fhe estate goes to St. Michsel's
| Hospital, O!'Connor further directed that three thousand
dollars be expended for a tombstone on which would be
inscribed, "He kept the banks sound and your money safe.”
‘They were President Franklin D. Roosevelt's words as he spoke
to the citizens of‘Grand Forks on his visiﬁ to the city

12l

October li, 1937, They represented, more than did anything

else, O'Connor's claim to recognition in Grand Forks, his

122 rnterview with Judge O. B. Burtness, March 27, 1956 ;.
interview with David Kelly, April 2, 1956,

123 Interview with David Kelly, April 2l, 1956,

| 12 4 visit, incidentally, that was arranged by
OtConnor, Ibid.

he left in equel shares to the University of North Dakota, St. |

i
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home in boyhood and early manhood, and his own valuation of
his life accomplishment,
O'Comnor always retaeined a deep loyalty to Grand Forks

and to North Dakota, This was revealed in the numerous

positions he secured for North Dakotans, in his frequent

visits to Grand Forks,Aand in the gifts he left the community
upon his desth. But to the people living there no greabter
proof of his‘interest could have been shown than in his
efforts to open the First National Bank. When the Recon-

struction Finance Corporation hesitated to extend a loan in

- exchange for preferred stock which they considered of doubt-

ful value, O5Connor assured them that they could have faith
in the ﬁeople of Grand Forks. "I know them," he emphasized,
and they proved ultimately that he was right . o

0tConnor lived conservativeiy and did not own a home
or an éutomobilé. He was thrifty-~to a point of excess in
the estimation of many of his acquaintances in Grand Forks--
and he possessed a shrewdness in business mattérs, as his
estate testified, In this light it seems somewhat para&ox—
ical that he ﬁﬁngled with Los Angeles! and Washington's cafe
society, driniing buttermilk instead of marbinis, 20 but

dancing, at times, until dawn.l27 The social colummists gave

- him constant and favorable attention, and he was labeled as

125 Gpand Forks Herald, October l, 1949,
126 gap Diepo Union, September 12, 1946. (Clipping)

127 Hollywood Variety, January 5, 1948. (Clipping)
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the nation’s number one bachelor by the June, 1937 issue of
Bachelor magazine, which described him as "attractive,
gracious, pOpular‘and distinguisheda"128 But it was fre-
guently rumored that he'was considering nmarriage. Among the
wemen in WhOm'he‘was repoftedly interested were cctresses

129

Jayne Regan~~ 7/ and Elisssa Landi.lBO Although he was a fre=

quent escort of Miss Landi and his Washington apartment

. . 131 . .
contained many of her,plctures,‘3 he vigorously denied the
rumors, and the marriage never came off,

 O'Connor was a sentimentalist and something of a pre-

tender. He wore a western~-style hat while he lived in

Washiﬁgton, but in no way could he really be considered a

westerner. In his earliest days as a college student he wore

pince nez and a windsor tie when his fellow students were

wearing steel rimmed glasses and four-in-hands, This

dramatic inclination was reflected in his love of oratory,

and in his spectator interest in theatrics, He had a per-~
P

'sonality'that enebled him to get along well in any group.

Yet, he did not develop close relationships. It has been

said that he was self-centered, bubt herein lies a paradox,

too, for he devoted his life to service, It is indisputable

that in him the public had a faithful steward.

128 Fargo Egggg,,July Iy, 1937, (Clipping)

129 Wew York News, April 19, 1937. (Clipping)
130 cnicago Tribune, May 21, 1936. (Clipping)
131 pittsburgh Press, March 2, 1938. (Clipping)
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL ESSAY

: _ The OfConnor Collection at the University of North Dskota
| library yielded the greatest amount of material of any single
5 sourcs,., 1t is comprised largely of clipping books, meintained
by O'Connor, which contain articles from newspepers published
throughout the United States. They form a partial record,
however, since only specific years were covered--19l7-1021;

f 1936-1938; and 19&Z-19h8. There is virtually no correspon-

3 dence, but a number of memorandum books furnished pertinent
information. An essay treating O'Comnor's youth through his
early law practice in Grand Forks was prepared by him during
one of the last years that he lived., This proved to be of
infinite value, Two volumes of congratulatory letters writ-

{ ten on the occasion of a dinner given in honor of 0!'Connor

! in Grand Forks in June, 193l, are on file in the library of

5 the North Dakota State Historical Society at Bismarck. The
newspapers that were examined were selected for their
attitudes toward O!'Connor and the principles which he
supported. Newspapers endorsing and opposing his viewpoint
were represented on all issues pertaining to his North Dakota
political career, 1t was this phase of his life that re-.
ceived the greatest concentration because of its significance
i to North Dakota history. A thorough study of his life, which
t would be beyond the scope of a master's thesis, was not
intended, »
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University of Minnesota, Mimneapolis, 1G41l. (Microfilm
copy at the University of North.Dakota library) |

Blackorby, Edward C., "Polltlcal Factlonal Strife in North
Dakota, From 1920 to 1G32, Unpublished M. A, thesis,
University of North DuLota, Grand Forks, 1038 v

Glaab, Charles M., "John Burke and the North Dakota Pro-
gressive Movement," Unpublished M. A. thesis,
. UnlverQ1uy of North.Dakota, Grand Forks, lOSc

lcKechnie, Marian E., "A Short History of the First
Presbyberian Church of Grand Forks, North Dakota,"
Unpublished seminar psper, Unlver81ty of North
Dakota, Grand Forks, 1953.




Morlan, Robert L., "The Political History of the Nonpartisan
League, 1915-1922." Unpublished Ph. D, thesis,
University of Minnesoba, Minneapolis, 1949, (liicrofilm
copy at the University of North Dakota library)

Morrison, Paul W,, "The Position of the Senators from North
Dakota on Isolation, 1889-1020." Unpublished Ph. D.
thesis, University of Colorado, Boulder, 1G5l

(licrofilm copy ab the University of North Dakota library)

Phillips, Williem W., "The Growth of = Progressive, Asle J.
CGronna,." Unpublished M. A, thesis, University of North
Dakota, Grand Forks, 1952,

Putnam, Jackson K., "The Socialist Party of North Dakota,"
Unpublished M. A, thesis, University of North Dakota,
Grand Forks, 1956,




VITA

Alice Jane Johnson was born October 7, 1926‘in Grafton,
Nofﬁh Dakota, and received her elementary and secondary
educaﬁion in the local schools, She attended the North
Dakota State School of Science at Wahpeton from 1949 to 1951
| ~and entered'tbé University of Worth Dakota in 1951 where she
; received the Bachelor of Philosophy degree with 5igh honors
%v in 1953. Ranking at the top of her graduating class in the
f College of Science, Literature and Arts, she received the

Gensl Scholarship Award and departmental honors in history.

She ié a mermber of Phi Beta Kappa, Phi}Alpha Theta, honorary
history fraternity of which she was president in 1952-1953

and 1955-1956, Gamma Theta Upsilon and Pi‘Omega Pi,'honorary
fratérhities in geography and business education; reSpéotively,

She taught at the Bemidji, Minnesota, high school from 1953

to 1955, and in September 1955 enrolled at the University of
Worth Dakota as a candidate for the Master of Arts degree in

History. During the 1956-1957 academic year she will study

at the University of 0Oslo, Norway, on a Fulbright Scholarship.
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