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GENERAL PRACTICE
THE NEW RULES IN BANKRUPTCY*
BY PAUL J. SCHEERER**

On October 1, 1973 a comprehensive set of Rules governing Bankruptcy practice and procedure went into effect. This Article is
intended to provide a brief introduction to practice under the
new Rules for the general practitioner who occasionally handles
a simple bankruptcy case.'
I.

INTRODUCTION

A. THE NEW RULES
In an attempt to unify and rationalize practice and procedure
under the Bankruptcy Act, a new set of Rules and Official Forms
has been promulgated by the Supreme Court replacing the old General Orders and Official Forms. These Rules are applicable to all
cases pending on or commencing after October 1, 1973.
Prior to the new Rules, the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure
(FRCP) had governed procedure in bankruptcy cases, except where
the FRCP were in conflict with the Bankruptcy Act. 2 The new
Rules seek to govern all procedural aspects of a bankruptcy case
from its initiation to its conclusion, thus eliminating any conflict
between the FRCP and the Act. The enabling Act provides that
all taws in conflict with the Rules shall be of no further effect,
*

This article appears In Volume 30 of THE BENCH AND BAR OF MINNESOTA No. 6

(Dec.

1973) and is reprinted with the permission of the Minnesota State Bar Association and the
author. Because of its relevancy to the practice of law and the conciseness of its format,
we include it in this Issue as a service to our readers.
-

Editors

Assistant Professor of Law, William Mitchell College of Law. The author wishes to
express his appreciation to Gretchen Quattlebaum, a third year student at William Mitchell
College of Law, for her assistance in the preparation of this article.
1. A new set of Rules governing procedure in Chapter XIII of the Bankruptcy Act, 11
U.S.C. §§ 1001-1086, also became effective on October 1, 1973. It is anticipated that these
Rules will be the subject of a future article in Bench and Bar.
2. General Order 37.
**
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and it is anticipated that all provisions of the Bankruptcy Act which
conflict with the Rules will eventually be eliminated from the Act.$
The new Rules deal with practice and procedure under the Bankruptcy Act and are not intended to affect substantive rights or
to alter the subject matter jurisdiction of the Bankruptcy Court.4
It is important to bear in mind that many sections of the Bankruptcy Act itself have been altered by the new Rules. Until such
time as the Act is amended to reflect those changes, it will be
necessary for the practitioner to utilize some form of cross-reference
between the Act and the Rules.
B.

TERMINOLOGY

The term "bankruptcy case" is used by the Rules to embrace
all of the disputes arising during the handling of a bankrupt estate
which are determinable by the bankruptcy court and all administrative matters during such case. 5 A "proceeding" is a litigated
matter arising within the case during the administration of the
estate.6 Litigation arising during the pendency of the bankruptcy
case is divided into two classes: "adversary proceedings" and "contested matters" with somehwat different procedural rules being applied to the resolution of disputes in each class. 7 This is one of
the most important features of the new Rules and, in general,
makes disputes between parties and the trustee or the bankrupt
more closely approximate a normal civil action.
C.

SOURCES

In addition to secondary material which has already been written
on the new Bankruptcy Rules," the comments of the Advisory
3. 28 U.S.C. § 2075:
§ 2075. Bankruptcy rules. The Supreme Court shall have the power to prescribe by
general rules, the forms of process, writs, pleadings, and motions, and th- practice and procedude under the Bankruptcy Act.
Such rules shall not abridge, enlarge, or modify any substantive right. Such rules
shall not take effect until they have been reported to Congress by the Chief Justice at or after the beginning of a regular session thereof but not later than the
first day of May and until the expiration of ninety days after they have been thus
reported.
All laws in conflict with such rules shall be of no further force or effect after
such rules have taken effect.
Section 30 of the Bankruptcy Act, which authorized the Supreme Court to promulgate
rules and forms for bankruptcy was repealed on October 3, 1964.
4. Rule 928 ; see 38 U.S.C. § 2075.
5. Rule 101 and Advisory Committee Note (hereinafter "Note") thereto. The Rules are
not intended to govern procedure in plenary suits brought in State or Federal District
Courts. See Note to Rule 701.
6. Rule 703 ; Note to Rule 101.
7. Rule 701; Rule 914 and Note thereto.
8. Landers, The New Bankruptcy Rules, 57 MINN. L.R. 827 (1973) ; Kennedy, The Proposed Bankruptcy Rules and Official Forms, 46 AM. BANKR. L.J. 53 (1972) ; Treister, A
Practicing Lawyer's Primer on the Proposed New Banruptcy Rules, 45 Am. L.J. 843 (1971) ;

Herzog, The Impact of the Proposed 2ankruptcy Rules on the Court, 45 Am. BANKR. L.J.
363 (1971),
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Committee following each Rule provide a concise explanation of
the Rule and tie the new Rule in with previous procedure and
law under the Bankruptcy Act. The Rules, as promulgated, contain
two appendices cross-referencing the new Rules to the Federal Rules
of Civil Procedure and the Bankruptcy Act which should facilitate
recognition of changes and situations in which the new rules are
in conflict with the Act. Finally, the 1973 edition of the Collier
Pamphlet Edition of the Bankruptcy Act contains numerous editorial comments on the impact of the new Rules.
II.

FEATURES OF THE NEW RULES

If a single theme can be found in the new Rules, it would
seem to be the elevation and enhancement of the status of the
Referee. Perhaps the most distinctive feature of the bankruptcy
court is the inclusion of a judicial officer who is engaged in the
day-to-day administration of a bankrupt estate and yet is periodically
called upon to serve as a disinterested tribunal for the resolution
of disputes between the bankrupt, the bankruptcy trustee and third
parties. Even assuming the most scrupulous efforts by the Referee
to approach the dispute with a clear and open mind, litigants understandably fear at least a subconscious resort to extraneous evidence
in deciding the dispute. While the new Rules do not result in a
complete bifurcation of the administrative and judicial functions
of the Referee, an attempt has been made to free the Referee
from some of his more unjudicial appearances. The bankruptcy
referee has assumed a more judge-like status through a number
of rules and has been relieved of some of his clerical functions.
The judicial proceedings presided over by the Referee will now more
closely approximate a normal civil case.
Other important changes effected by the Rules are aimed at
a more efficient disposition of bankruptcy cases involving nominal
or no non-exempt assets 9 and protection of bankrupt estates through
automatic stays of certain actions and proceedings upon the filing
of the petition.1 0
III.

INITIATION OF BANKRUPTCY PROCEEDINGS
A.

VOLUNTARY

BANKRUPTCY PETITION AND INVOLUNTARY

PRO-

CEEDINGS AFTER ADJUDICATION

Initiation of proceedings in these instances will remain largely
unchanged under the new Rules. In a voluntary bankruptcy, the
Bankrupt must file a petition with the Clerk of District Court",
9. Rules 203, 307, 404, 409..
10. Rules 401, 601.
11. Rules 101, 509; Official Form No. 1.
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together with schedules showing his debts and property, and a
statement of affairs. 12 As before, the practice is to file these documents simultaneously, but under Rule 108(b), if the bankrupt files
a petition accompanied by a list of his creditors, he will be allowed
an additional 10 days to file the Schedules and the Statement of
Affairs. The bankrupt must either pay the $50 filing fee or apply
for leave to pay it in installments. 13
The Official Forms for the Schedule and Statement of Affairs
have been simplified in some respects. For example, the A (Debt)
Schedules have been reduced from five to three, the B (Asset)
Schedules have been reduced from six to four and the signature
of the bankrupt is required at the end of every page. The new
Forms ask a number of questions which were not included on the
old forms and still require considerable detail, particularly in the
Statement of Affairs. The Statement of Affairs now contains a specific question concerning payments made by the petitioner to attorneys. While the new Rules dispense with the need for verification
in most places 14 it is still required for the Petition, Schedules and
Statement of Affairs. 15 In addition, under Rule 911(c), only the
original of the papers need be signed or verified with copies being
conformed.
B.

INVOLUNTARY

BANKRUPTCIES

Upon filing of an involuntary petition by a creditor or creditors,
the clerk issues a "summons" for service upon the alleged bankrupt
together with a copy of the creditor's petition. The manner of service, which must be made within three days after issuance, is the
same as that for adversary proceedings and includes service by
mail. 6 The bankrupt's time to answer or move in response to
the petition runs from the issuance of the summons, rather than
from its service as under the Federal Rules and in the ordinary
case will be 15 days after issuance. 7 The act or acts of bankruptcy
alleged by the petitioning creditors must be pleaded with particularity.'
The issues in a contested involuntary petition are to receive
priority on the court's calendar under Rule 115(a). If the bankrupt
fails to make a timely response by answer or motion, the adjudication is entered by default immediately upon the expiration of a
12. Official Form Nos. 6, 7 and 8.
13. Rule 107; The Supreme Court recently decided that denial of discharge for failure to
pay filing fees where the bankrupt was an Indigent was not a contravention of due process
requirements. In re Kras, 409 U.S. 434 (1973).
14. Rule 911(b).
15. Rule 109.
16. See Paragraph VI, infra.
17. Rule 112.
18. Rule 104(c).
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time to answer. 19 Under Rule 104 (e), when fewer than three creditors join in a petition, and the bankrupt contends that three are
needed because he has a total of 12 or more creditors, the court
will merely give the petitioners a reasonable opportunity to solicit
the number required. The court is no longer required, as it was
under Section 59(d) of the Act, to give notice of the pending proceedings to all creditors.
The bankrupt may demand a jury trial on the issues of insolvency and the act of bankruptcy, but he waives that right by
20
failure to make his demand within the time fixed for answer.
Referees are not precluded from conducting the jury trial in a
contested involuntary petition, but the bankrupt has the right to
2 1
demand that the district judge preside at such trial.
C.

VENUE

The proper venue for the bankruptcy of a natural person remains the same as under the old practice: the district of his resicence, domicile of principal place of business for the greater portion
of the six months preceding bankruptcy. 22 Venue is freely transferable under Rule 116 regardless of whether it was originally proper
to other districts when required "in the interest of justice and
for the convenience for parties." Venue can be transferred by the
"court" (i.e., either the judge or referee) which is the change
from § 32 of the Act permitting only the District Judge to order
a transfer.
IV.

COURT OFFICERS
A.

REFEREE

Most of the changes in the duties and powers of the bankruptcy
referee serve to ameliorate the differences between the bankruptcy
referee and a normal civil judge.
1. The office of referee is now denominated "bankruptcy judge"
except in instances when it is necessary to distinguish the referee
23
from the judge of the federal district court.
2. The referee is now permitted to delegate certain administrative and clerical functions which he would otherwise be required
24
to carry out.
19. Rule 115(c).
20. Rule 115(b).
21. Rule 115(b) ; in March 1960, the Judicial Conference adopted a resolution precluding
Referees from presiding at Jury trials.
22. Rule 116(a) (1) ; see B.A. § 2(a) (1).
23. Rule 901(7). The requirement of B.A. § 50(a) that the Referee post a bond was deleted in 1972 by P.L. 92-310, 86 Stat. 201 ; see Rule 502.
24. Rule 506.
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3. Limited power to punish for contempt is conferred on the
referee.25
4. The-standard established for review of the referee's decision
by the district judge is "clearly erroneous," and additional testimony is no lolnger permitted to be taken by the district judge
26
upon appeal.

B.

TRUSTEES

As under the old practice, creditors may elect a trustee at
the first meeting of creditors by a vote of a majority in number
and amount to file claims although important restrictions have been
placed on the solicitation in voting of proxies under Rule 208. The
duties of the trustee under the new Rules are generally the same
as the old practice with a few exceptions:
1. The trustee must now record a certified copy of the petition
in every county where the bankrupt has an interest in non-exempt
real estate and must give notice of the bankruptcy to banks, insurance companies and similar institutions.27
2. The trustee must file a statement of executory contracts
which he has assumed within thirty days after his qualification.2 8
3. Rule 606(a) authorizes the court to dispense with appointment of an appraiser where it is determined where such an appointment is unnecessary, in contrast to Section 70(f) of the Act which
required such appraisal prior to the trustee's disposal of property.
C.

ATTORNEYS

The most important changes with respect to attorneys have
to do with a solicitation of proxies and compensation of attorneys.2 9
Rule 208 (c) (4) expressly prohibits solicitation of proxies by attorneys. The Note to this Rule points out that it does not undertake
to regulate communication between an attorney and his regular
client or between an attorney and a creditor who has asked the
attorney to represent him in the proceeding, but prohibits any communication by an attorney to any other person or group requesting
a proxy from the owner of a claim.
Attorneys (and any other persons seeking compensation from
the estate) must file an application for compensation or reimbursement of expenses incurred in the bankruptcy. Such applicataion
must contain a detailed statement of the services rendered and
25. Rule
26. Rule
27. Rule
(1966).
28. Rule
29. Rule

920.
810; see General Order 47.
602(a) ; see B.A. §§ 21(g)
607; see B.A. § 70(b).
208(c) (4).

and 70(d) ; Bank of Marin v. England, 385 U.S. 99
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the expenses incurred and must include a statement by the applicant
as to what payments have previously been made or promised to
him for services rendered in any capacity in connection with the
case. Disclosure of any fee sharing (except among members of
a firm) is required, and such fee sharing is forbidden except among
members of the firm and among attorneys for bankrupts or petitioning creditors who actually contribute services.3 0 Whether or not
the bankrupt's attorney applies for compensation out of the estate,
he must now file a statement disclosing the compensation paid
or promised him, regardless of its source, before the first meeting
of creditors.3 ' Rule 107 (b) (3) provides that the bankrupt's filing
fees must be paid in full before the bankrupt may pay his attorney
any compensation for services in connection with the case.
V. EXPEDITED TREATMENT FOR CERTAIN CASES
The creditor must still file a proof of claim within six months
after the first meeting of creditors in order to share in the distribution of the bankrupt estate. However, if it appears from the Schedules that there are no assets from which a dividend can be paid,
the Referee may include a statement to this effect in the notice
of the first meeting together with a statement that it is unnecessary
for creditors to file claims at all unless notified to do so in the
future.8 2 Under Rule 504 (a), whether or not the "no dividend" notice
is sent, the Referee need not keep the claims list or docket in any
bankrupt estate unless it appears there will be a distribution to
unsecured creditors after payment of administrative expenses. Whenever the "no dividend" notice is given, the Referee has discretion
to expedite the closing of the case by shortening the time for filing
a complaint objecting to the bankrupt's discharge under Section
14(c) or excepting debts from discharge under Section 17(a) .3 In
cases where there is no non-exempt property in the estate, the
court may order that no trustee be appointed.3 4 If a "no dividend"
notice has been sent to creditors and it subsequently appears that
must give
payment of a dividend may be possible, the Referee
35
creditors at least 60 days notice to file their claims.
VI. ADVERSARY PROCEEDINGS
Litigation arising in the course of a bankruptcy case is divided
into two classes: "adversary proceedings" and "contested matters,"
30. Rule 219(c).
31. Rule 219(b) ; see Rule 107(b) (3) and Official Forms 2, 7 and 8. Local rules in Minneapolis and St. Paul require that this statement be filed upon the filing of the petition.
82. Rules 302(e); 203(b).
33. Rule 404.
34. Rule 211; see General Order 15.
35. Rule 302(e) (4).
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with somewhat different procedural rules being applied to the two
classes. Adversary proceedings are defined in Rule 701 as proceedings instituted by a party before the bankruptcy court to:
A.

Recover money or property.

B.

Determine lien rights or sell property free of liens.

C.

Object to or revoke a discharge or determine the dischargeability of a specific debt, and

D.

Obtain injunctions or obtain relief from the automatic
stays provided in Rule 401 or 601.

Any dispute which is not an "adversary proceeding" is called
a "contested matter." The rules for adversary proceedings are found
in Part VII of the new Rules which makes applicable a modified
version of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. 6
The Plaintiff commences an adversary proceeding by filing a
"complaint" with the bankruptcy court whereupon the referee issues
a "summons and notice of trial" which must be served upon the
defendant together with the complaint. Service may be made anywhere in the United States and may be made by mail as well
as by personal service and service by publication.3 7 The extension
of the territorial scope of service to anywhere in the United States
and service by mail (registered or certified) are, of course, in
sharp contrast to the practice under the FRCP. The time periods
prescribed by the FRCP have been modified in many instances
by the new Rules and reference should be made to Rule 906(b)
and (c) which permits enlargement or reduction of almost all time
periods prescribed by the adversary Rules. Responses, pleadings
and third-party practice are governed by rules generally corresponding to the FRCP.
A significant difference between the adversary rules under Part
VII and the FRCP is in Rule 713 governing counterclaims which
imposes certain limitations in keeping with the limited jurisdiction
of the bankruptcy court.3 8 All pretrial and discovery rules of the
Federal Rules are made applicable in Rules 716 and 726 through
737 with relatively minor modifications.
VII.

CONTESTED MATTERS

Any dispute which is not defined as an adversary proceeding
by Rule 701 is a contested matter. Typical examples would be
36. The numbering of the Rules in Part VII is correlated with the numbering of the
FRCP. See generally, Yankwich, The Impact of the Rules of Civil Procedure on Bankruptci,
42 CALIF. L. REv. 738 (1954).
37. Rule 704.
88. See generally the discussion of compulsory counterclaims in Katchen v. Landy, 382
U.S. 323 (1966).
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objection to the trustee's report setting apart exemptions or objection
to a proof of claim where no counterclaim is asserted. Special provision is made for procedure in a contested involuntary proceeding39
Pleading requirements for contested matters are relatively less formal than those for adversary proceedings. Relief in a contested
matter is ordinarily requested by motion followed by a hearing
afforded the party against whom relief is sought. Aside from the
pleading requirements, practice in contested matters will be quite
similar to that in adversary proceedings with substantial portions
of the adversary rules from Chapter VII incorporated into the rules
governing contested matters by Rule 914.
VIII.

AUTOMATIC STAYS AND INJUNCTIONS

Two particularly significant provisions in the new Rules deal
with automatic stays, one relating to in personam actions against
the bankrupt and the other to in rem proceedings involving his
assets. The filing of a petition automatically stays all suits against
the bankrupt and any proceeding to enforce a judgment, if the
suit or judgment is based on an unsecured provable debt (except
one non-dischargeable under Section 17a(1), (5), (6), or (7) of the
Act.) 40 This stay remains in effect until the bankruptcy court lifts
it, the bankrupt loses his discharge, or the bankruptcy case is
dismissed.4 1 As to debts not properly scheduled by the expiration
of 30 days after the first meeting (these being non-dischargeable
under Section 17a(3) if the creditor has no actual notice of the
bankruptcy), the stay is deemed annulled at the end of the 30-day
period unless the creditor has actually filed a claim by that
time. To obtain relief from an automatic stay, a creditor files a
complaint which commences an adversary proceeding governed by
4 2
Part VII of the Rules.
Upon the filing of the petition, the in rem automatic stay suspends all enforcement of liens on property over which the court
has summary jurisdiction; namely (1) property in the court's custody, and (2) property subject to a judicial lien that arose within
four months of bankruptcy. 43 This stay remains in effect until the
court lifts it, until the bankruptcy case is dismissed or closed,
until the property with the court's approval is set aside as exempt,
or is abandoned or transferred." As with the in personam stay
for unsecured debts, to obtain relief from the automatic stay the
39. Rules 101, 111, 112.
40. Rule 401(a).
41. Rule 401(b).
42. Rules 401(d), 701(6).
43. Rule 601(a) ; see B.A. § 67a.
44. Rule 601(b).
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secured party files a complaint commencing an adversary proceed45

ing.

In proper cases, a restraining order or injunction may be obtained in situations not covered by one of automatic stays.4 6 The
adversary rules again apply, but the complaint is filed by the party
seeking the order or injunction. Here the provisions of FRCP 65
are incorporated, except that a receiver or trustee is excepted from
the security requirements of FRCP 65 (c) .7
IX. DISCHARGES AND DISCHARGEABILITY OF DEBTS
The dispute as to the right of the Bankrupt to receive a discharge
(Sections 14 and 15) or the dischargeability of a particular debt
(Section 17) is an adversary proceeding governed by Part VII.'
A.

GRANTING OR REVOKING OF THE DISCHARGE

Changes in this area, except for some provisions designed to
permit expedition of no asset cases on an optional basis, are routine.
The Rules relating to primarily administrative matters such as setting the last day to object to discharge or extension of this time,
giving notice to creditors of this date, and the contents of the
discharge provision, are similar to past practice. 49 A corporate
bankrupt no longer need affirmatively apply for a discharge as
it will be automatically discharged at the expiration of the time
fixed by the court unless a waiver or complaint objecting to discharge has been filed.5"
A significant change from present practice is found in Rule 407
which imposes the burden of proof upon the objecting party (i.e.,
the plaintiff in the adversary proceeding). This represents a change
from Section 14c (8) of the Act, where the burden of proof shifts
to the bankrupt once the objector has established a prima facie case.
B.

DISCHARGEABILITY

OF DEBTS

With respect to dischargeability of individual debts under Section 17, either the bankrupt or the creditor can seek a ruling with
respect to dischargeability in an adversary proceeding commenced
by a complaint. With respect to debts allegedly nondischargeable
under Section 17a (2), (4), or (8), the creditor must commence an
action within the time fixed by the court which time usually will
be set for between 30 and 90 days after the first meeting of creditors.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.

Rules 601(c), 701(b).
Rule 765 and Note thereto.
Rule 765.
Rule 701(4) and (7).
Rules 404, 405 and 406.
Rule 404(d) ; see Note to Rule 405.
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In other situations there is no time limit for filing the complaint
and a closed case may even be reopened for this purpose.51
The 1970 amendments to Section 17 giving the bankruptcy court
jurisdiction to hear all objections to dischargeability of debts has
already resulted in the application of the FRCP where the debt
is ruled non-dischargeable and the Bankruptcy Court proceeds to
judgment. 52 Since the new Rules govern all proceedings in Bankruptcy Court, those Rules, rather than FRCP, will govern in cases
involving non-dischargeable debts.
X.

CONTEMPT AND APPEALS TO DISTRICT JUDGE

The new rules give the referee power to punish for contempt
by imposing a fine of up to $250. 53 Misbehavior during a hearing
may be punished summarily; other misbehavior may be punished
only after a hearing upon written notice specifying the alleged offense.54 Where it appears to the referee that more severe punishment is warranted (i.e., imprisonment or fine exceeding $250) the
matter must be certified to the District Judge as was the former
practice. 55
Review of a referee's judgment by the District Judge is now
characterized as an "appeal" rather than a "petition for review"
under § 39c of the Act. Such an appeal is governed by Part VIII
of the Rules which generally adopts the Federal Rules of Appellate
Procedure. An appeal is taken by filing a "Notice of Appeal ' '5
with the referee within 10 days after entry of judgment, subject
to extension of the time for appeal upon application. The standard
for review of the referee's decision is the "clearly erroneous"
rule, and the District Judge no longer can receive evidence in
57
connection with a review of the referee's order or findings.

51. Rule 409(a) (1) ; see B.A. § 17(c).
52. For example, if the bankruptcy court sustained the objection of a creditor to the discharge of a debt on the ground of obtaining credit by means of a false financial statement
(B.A. § 17(a) (2)), the bankruptcy court will determine the remaining issues and render
judgment against the bankrupt if the objecting creditor prevails on the merits. See generally, Pedersen, The Bankruptcy Act and The Consumer Debtor, February 1971 BENCH AND
BAR 21; Countryman, The New DischargeabilityLaw, 45 Am.13ANKR. L.J. 54 (1971).
53. Rule 920(a) (3). Justice Douglas dissented from the Supreme Court's Order transmitting the new Rules to Congress on the basis of the new contempt power of Referees.
54. Rule 920(a) (1).
55. Rule 920(a) (4) ; compare B.A. § 41(b).
56. See Official Form No. 8.
57. Rule 810 and Note thereto; compare General Order 47 and Section 39(c).
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of the benefits they can enjoy through proper use of
Trust Department services.
OUR OFFICERS have 70 years of valuable trust experience
ready to serve you and your clients.
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Just ask for:
Mert Bobo, John Hotey,
Marvin Nordbo, Dick Pyle, Gary Johnson,
Michael Hardy, Phil Stafne or Gary Hanson

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE
By
Atty. David M. Harney
of Los Angeles
One Volume ... 608 Pages
Equipped for Pocket Supplementation
Introductory Price, $24.50
*

*

*

A book prepared by one of the country's leading trial lawyers
with special expertise in the area of "malpractice."
Lawyers, doctors and insurers will profit by
study and reference to this volume.
Published By

THE ALLEN SMITH COMPANY
1435 No. Meridian St.

Indianapolis, Ind. 46202

SINCE 1904, a good name to remember.

GLOBE-GAZETTE PRINTING COMPANY
Wahpeton, North Dakota

North Dakota's Leading Publishers of
LEGAL FORMS AND DOCKETS
ORDERS FILLED BY RETURN MAIL
Authorized Distributors of

Mimeograph
Azograph
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Dirt

•

Paper and Ink
Folders

Offset

More bank
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for your money
Your full service bank is a good friend to have
during your school days, and after. The First
National Bank in Grand Forks is your complete
financial center with all the services you'll ever
need.
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+

Checking Services
Saving Services
Loans (car, mobile home, real estate, etc.)
Trust Services
Safe Deposit Boxes
Traveler's Checks
Money Orders & Drafts
Many Special Services
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L
BANK
JA

IR ST National Bank
IN GRAND FORKS

MAIN OFFICES: 4th & DEMERS-DRIVE-IN MOTOR BANKING: 5th & DEMERS-GRAND FORKS AIR FORCE BASE-INSURED TO $20,000 F.D.I.C.
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Complete Trust Capabilities
TRUSTEE
CUSTODIAN, GUARDIAN, ADMINISTRATOR,
TRUSTEE CORPORATE PENSION & PROFIT SHARING TRUSTS,
TRUSTEE HR-10 (KEOGH) SELF EMPLOYED RETIREMENT TRUST
AGENTS FOR INVESTING, ESCROW AGENTS, FARM MANAGER,
ESTATE PLANNER, TRUSTEE SHORT TERM TRUST
TRUSTEE LIFE INSURANCE TRUST
STOCK TRANSFER AGENT
EXECUTOR

ROMAINE

D.

THORFINNSON

Trust Officer
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