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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF ENGINEERS 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

IN REPLY IW"ER TO ENGWO 

Honorable William Langer 
United States Senate 
fashington, D. C. 

Dear Senator Langer: 

2 Nay 1955 

Reference is made to your letter of 25 March 1955 inclosing 
copy of a letter from a roup of farmers concerning erosion of 
their land located below Garrison Dam. In letter of this of1ice 
dated 30 March 1955 you were inf or med that this matter was receiving 
attention and that you would be advised at an early date. 

The lands in question which are located on the flood plain 
of the Missouri Fiver 10 to 13 miles below the Garrison Dam have 
been inspected by representatives of the Corps of Engineers. These 
lands were formed by river deposits over a long period of time and 
in part have been under cultivation for a nlmber of years. Lands 
in this ~rea have been erodinb away intermittently since the date 
of our earliest surveys in 1890. In recent years the lands of 
Messrs. Knoop and Olds have been eroded most severely, those of 
1-1r. Grannis to a lesser extent, and those of Messrso Marlines and 
Russell to a still lesser extent. The attached map shows that 
bank erosion in this area from 1943 to 1952 varied from zero to a 
maximum of about 1,000 feet and from 1952 to 1955 from zero to about 
400 feeto The Garrison Reservoir has been in actual operation only 
the last 2 years of this period. 

The Garrison Reservoir will be in the process of filling for 
the next five years and the average yearly outflow during this period 
will be less than the natural flow would have beeno In addition, 
stored waters will be released with lower peak discharges but with 
sustained moderate discharge rates. These factors should reduce the 
rate of· bank erosion downstream. There will also be, however, new 
effects of the reservoir, which will tend in the other direction. 
It is impossible, with our present limited experience of actual 
operation of the Garrison project, to determine whether the net 
effect of the res rvoir will accelerate or decelerate erosion along 
the Missouri River downstream of the Garrison Dam. In any event, there 
is no basis at present to conclude that the operation of Garrison Dam 
is acceleratinf; downstream erosion rates. 



ENG 0 Letter to Honorable William Langer 

The Corps of ~ngineers has no authority at present whereby they 
couid expend i ederal funds for construction of the sugrrnsted remedial 
work. 

I am pleased to be able to be of .ssistance to you in this respect 
and trust that this imormation is sufficient for your present require
ment.s. 

The inclosure to your letter is returned herewith for your con
venience. 

2 Incls 
1 - Map 
2 - Ltr 

0
ro~p of farmers 

to Senator Langer dtd 
1 Feb 55 

2 

Sincerely yours, 

• C. ITSCHNL 
Brigadier General, U A 
Assistant Chief of .Engineers 

for Civil Works 
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ator ,.hlli 
on, D.D. 

n:er, 

Fe rua1 11 1955. 

• you an n rou of "a .. ie rs the 
Jis'"'ouri Ii , r or cJ.otv t • e Garriso i • leil: 
buiJ:t b~- iJ!l ~ 1~ • :ng • neors a.a you knovr r or t • e ·c1:ef • t o~ wa.. .. };.XJ J ~ 10 
Da s e ••. o insure s fty . s -to flood con' ·o lOV1or ·r, :,his 

ell ,· u it s =i-S ff we w o ive • rec ..:.ly e· of he 
t e f or~ott,en Jien, in this ~•t structure. . 

r rs • ha our land is bc·ing wazhecl away durir tt 1in.er , 
v ·o our idoa is c Ut~ 'qy the drop~ and raising of the Dum lev. 1, 1 1:i:1 
o us to be one o t rea ons tl at ow: lsn d • s be i e ode so t. t ro l:J 

o us ~ave os ~ .... x·om So to 60 ncres of •O d l ..• Se ·eral f , orG hove lost as 
• uci or more •. n it seems that t1e :rest of us re in direct line to loose no c 
land la.!.ter. t a pol1rs a., ·the ~ est 'a k of the ~1ver i.s tald.ng a severe beat:mg, 
an it has sec ed to be • . o"L Ymrs since :e vtater 1 as be,. shut of or i creased 
fr m the outlet o·'"' the Dam. 

("'o of us a.re now paying t ~es on a w·1ole 160 acres when -1e lia e 
ju.st a small fraction of t. is la id ~left • .''e fool -1- at o are .. e • 1g m justly t !er 
adva ta e of i 1 t is deal ... hen tho, river was al r:Nte to take its own course we 
v -re never in as much d nc;er of loosing so uch and. 

It s~ ~ to us tha an @ tensive ~ip apping project is the oily 
eans of s ving our la ·id. . 1 1 o we are not ·engineers and really have no i eas (S 

h<N t ~-~--c·v bl i..tuation, SO' that; io i:,l son -.I.bat -WC are writing OU ' "l 

that you will take t 1ls Up wit1 the pro r aut 1orities, and then with your he 
and your s c-gest..:.o '.lS as to just what we can do in gett t 1is 1 efore the ro 
auth,.ritie&. \·e may ha e to band to-cthe· to get some help on t,his utwe aro ure 
that you • ill try to give us so e kind consideration so hat v:te d not have toloose 
our good botto1· la ds. 

•re wish to thank you for your paot 1 nees in ea.line -v i 1 l 

people o i ·ort·1 Da.1 ota and we a.re Guro t nt you wil do all in you-. porucr to see 
that co sideration is given us. 

,"':e will earnestl a ra.it your reply. 
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