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“ay 12, 1952

B 3
Hone Martin Fox an

Fort, Berthold Indian Agency
Elbowoods, North Dakota QR W
eRe

Dear Hr, Foxs

Horore iving for North Dakota, Senator Langer
asked that we {orffvard the report he received firow lhe Sureau
of Indian Affairs in response Lo hig inguiry concerning the
payment of 920 per day to tribal delegates when they are in
Washington,

It is a pleasure to bLe of he;,, o you during the
Senatorte absence and we hope you will keep ina touch with him
and let him know whenever jyun feel he can be of some help to
you down here,

With kindeat recards, I an

DFtsju



IN REPLY REFER TO:

Tribal Programs
UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
WASHINGTCN 25, D. C.

Hon, "illiam Langer

United States “enate AFR R2 '3_52

Wy dear Senator lLanger:

Reference is made to your letter of March 28 with which
you transmitted a telegram received by ;.u J.um ¥r, Justin Spotted
Bear, Halliday, North Dakota.

Mr, Speotted Sear charges that the delesgates from the Fort
Berthold Reservation proceeded to ‘ashington without the authority
of the Tribal Council or the approval of the Aberdeen irea Uffice,
Also, he registers objection to the sxpenditure of tribal funds for
the nayment of £20 per day to tribzl delegstes when they are in
xﬂShingwlo

The delegates were chosen by the Fort Uerthold Tribal
Business louncil which is the elected governing body of the three
tribes of the reservation. It is possible, in view of bad weather
conditions, that not &ll of the councilmen were present when the
delegates were selected, ‘

The Area Ulirector at Aberdeen, South Dakota, was fully
aware that the Fort Bertheld Tribal Susiness Council was sending a
delegation to "ashington in support of the tribal program which it
is developing for the rehabilitation of the members of the three
tribes. In order that there sight be maxismm participation by the
members of the tribes in formulating s program, numbervus meetings
have been held and are continuing to be held alwmost daily in cou=
munities on the reservetion, 7This means is beingy taken to reach
all the people to insure full partiecipation of the membership in
the development of an aderuste tribel rehabilitation program and
to insure activation of the program as finally approved, In addi-
tion, a news bulletin is published weekly and made available L
overy adult Indien on the reservation. Through these media, the
membership of the reservation is being kept informed of all acti-
vities relating to the management of their tribel fur and pro-
perty. Also, the radio station at ¥inmot ha: Yy Drogra




wherein it broadcasts, in addition to the news of the surrounding
communities, news items taken from the Fort Berthold Bulletin. Con-
sequently, all members should be well informed regarding tribal
aff‘ir'o

The Three Affiliated Tribes of the Fort Berthold Reser-
vation have funds on deposit locally which are expended pursuant
to provisions of the tribal constitution and charter. These funds
are supplemented from tribal funds on deposit in the United States
Treasury which are expended pursuant to authorization by Congress.
Insofar as the funds on deposit in the United States Treasury are
concerned, the delegates are allowed a per diem at not to exceed
¢9 per day. In addition to this allowance, the Tribal Business
Council has authorized from funds on deposit locally a salary of
§11 which totals $20 a day to each delegate. Most of the delegates
do not have a regular cash income, and expenses in a city such as
Washington appear to necessitate the rate of pay authorized by the
council,

The delegates have now returned to the Fort Berthold
Reservation, It is my understanding that they plan to make a
report to the tribal members covering the business transacted in
Washington,

Sincerely yours,

£ fF) 4. ~“'. .*‘4;' ”w”*
]

}Q\'(\ ¥ A /(
Commissioner

Enclosure
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