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AGmmA FOR ·rHE F'O . :BERTFfOLD RE9ERV. 
Aug. 4, 1944. 

I. All alienetea lana. i thin the boundary of the Fort Rerthold Reser-vat ion should be 
reP-tor d to Indian ownersh~p end kept tax-free together ~ith the rest of the Ind­
ian land. 

2. Fraetios.ted Indian nolding should be joined anri enlarged to usable units thro1gh 
arran ,e ent a.nd l de avail ble to member Inoians 11 ho wish to own them. Tlle Gov­
ernment sho· ld set asi.de funds for the trlbe to bu such lands for tribal use also. 

3. Jrorced issues o:e fe patents by . ederal agents in the st shm1ld be disavo,l d and 
the consequent ioss of lands by Indians.sho1ld be restored tot hem. 

4. "he ri~lree ffiH .. ted Tribes sh0uld be ~iven authority to exclude on- nembers of the 
tribe froa inberiti~g lands in the 'Ort Berthold Reservation to preve t further 
land alienation.. 

rrre n~ d a 'Re erv ti.on.-· id·e s. ~ste 
Our botto~ lands re· our formost 
per an .~t flooding. 

of' irregatio:n in. the period of dro,1 . ., ht ye&rs. 
.s ... et end e do ,.ot "·I" nt to loF'o th em through 

6. ur e cons erv, tion of wild life on the :Reserv. tion s"'H>uld he left to th~ tr"bal 
gov:rn:rnent." ,'"Phe tribe should be aPsist d, u·oon its :recpie. t, by any a.geney of 

over ment, Ji'eoera.l, State or tribc. l, or by any e/'u.c<-ti(m 1- i.nsti tut ion. 

7. . Bridge 0' 1 er the Li tle tHssouri is ('.!orely eded to facUH1 tefbommunicetion be:lt'll· ,en 
t~e Pgenc~ ~nd tnde endence di.trict uhose nproach by m~tor vehicle is ~ery 
dif ~i.c 1lt mo. t f the rear ,.,rid sometimes it 1s impossible. The her:tltn of some th ec 
.n dred eonle i. jeop rd bed by the isolation of th•· s dtstriet_ the physician or 

the~ rse c~uld not get to it vhen he rivers r. biab. 

a. i1'e need all-weather roads throu out the REiF;ervati n and funds iii th •r,, 1ich +o m. in­
t int em. 

9. The •1 de:r l Law prohibiting liquo &:n Indian co1ntry Bhould bg r.epealed outri ht 
nd the reg1lation of liquor 1n the reserva.tio s onld b, left entirely to .:.'he tribe. 

Off tne re~ ervation the Indi n r:hould be treated in t e same mRnner ·w n.r other 
citizen. maere should be no d.iscrin.inatton. 

10. Tr e deterr ina:tlon of blood quanturn. of the t·tdian for ... 1r· odes of enrolment, in eri­
t nee, paftici a.tion in tribal enter,r'sas, etc.,, 11lld be left tt"> the tribal 
gov rmfmg ody. 

11. mn oyme t l Infiian tal~nt fo • ,os ·1;i ns of f;.:.rmers, mec a ics, teac lers, 
• eld e ent , R roeri.,. te ilents, sit&~ etc.• ho 1ld e 1 ad• q,-, e flexible and favor­

able to the In an as pro. tised in the Indian Reor. Anh; atio Act and shoul. e :nade 
a. r al ·.tr , "le el i L ti n f red-tape. 

1?. 'rhe annoint 
the trib l 
. ro • oe 

of a.11 Indian p li<H:,, e and the re 01ral of them s 1, uld be l ,ft to 
rni body, 'T.&.heth r or not such police7Em re ":iaid by the Go-rrerrun.ent 
nr·oprif-lt i s • 

- l -
,, 
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13. T;,.e .h ree .AffH1ated l rH es do not want a refe e t' n1 :nor a Pe ond vote on t .e 
ndirn Peorg~ni7 ation Act. Tribes ho h d voted n t t• ~va. 1 the.~elves of the 

Act 01 ght to t·e • er-mi tted t vote a~ in. if t e.· •·tsb. 

14. of' ,h0 Act should . ,e so od.ified P~ to r-.~ive tr1e In· i -ns filll control of 
~:na -r re. t P. a 11 oth e nro~erty belon':'in., to he:!n ~d tn tn their re 0 er-

v-:1t it ·. a rever· eo lr-nc s, a a at L-=I"t'iee be ,i.~ en fu l liti ude to vork out t eir 
-oro lems ,,. ·.-:ho Jt ~terio:r int,.,, •fer.ence, t . e ·s rnervi!'l'OT.Y n ,rer of :the Secret ry 
of t 1e Into· i.01'- s~i,r;,1 11 be te:r111in,•ted to 1 iva th.l.p. 1 tit 1de. 

15. A n. ~ti.on in t • e. _ c . ;, ,uv i.nc 1d • d ,.iv ing po·wer to tt1e tribe ·o re;1ov ~ Federal 
1 t r vote ., ... :n : t, 0 .e::- f tt, a d to vote to retn in t:1ose rr·P.nt d by 

,~·ch ~..,.,, }. OJIJ:'3 are t -~o.t ,•ed • J'., i!!¢'!t their i L h fo _ ..,,,.w. 1 o 

16. '. h e Thr -p ".:f'.fil h,ted 'j' ib., ~ , ho·u1 be cdven RuthoritJ to tr nd · ·mish ny 
r.·rson, i~!(' H~ ·n-r1 1'hite, r .. 0·11-,itti.n.0' 'Jl of."'en.$6 P-""'1.n t; i; e t:riba 1. lnv•, to e:xc1:1de 

or • c:-:c1-01re .1 .. r• fr ...,1 the re~·e-rvati n, and to prescribe r·:lF.., nnri re...,.,1L i.o for \is 
•di i.•c-·i. l1 int_· t e rB:--ervrti.o __ a, d en ~a-e .e t ·n stneP t· e in,. ~-ki 1g all such 

acts conclu ive -~ hem declared by t .. e 'Pribal ;_.,usine .. s Council ith nt Indi or~•ice 
•':Or 0 ec:reterial a· prov~+• 

1?. ,.'elf-n:ov rr ent of hhe 111ree Affiliated T ibes under ··re Ind.Lon • eQrg~ i-ation Act 
hould be left 1lone ode elo itaelf. ~PthRr 1t shnul~ b A~si~t~d d ade 

stronp,e:r b. ,·:de .1·;l.at.e r.-overnm,1n.t b~c dng. 'n ar,, l€arnin and nroF,r c-F i:n, stP di l ~ 

a.!-d sh') 11ld : ... ot ·,e inter:ff,rca v. i h bT.r B:.ty '.uirrvi.ted legislati n. 

18. Go g-r· .. :,. should m-ke no 1 -- eoncP .. nin,_ m PP.lVP~ ,,it 01t or co.C'.e11t, !lor sh ·lr.i 
ny Tn"" ·an lep-i.s h:tion ll-tncl ,.,tve, bu.t e s o l be con ulted nd erked 

to rote o-r· or ('.r.;~i ~t to UrPel""le • 

19. ·e rn~ want better control of ch-ol dieoiuline nd went or le 
ref; ;r.:inc -:iimi.nP- to ooone:rrte vP'h fPCt.Jlty top mote i:r-

r0 . __ , i ri e ho "Li 'be gi v • 1 l ere(· .::dne t:Jnd re~r!'}ect ,, e kno 
n t Aed nd ed1c .ted. ~e neP~ e cotrse oJ ~ n our 
to ke i co r·ble to t emJloyed by t\e b hi h 

r ur c' i ldre hould be en ev r.r o 0r • t d e. -
cou nt -e~~ ~i=~er ,~~r i. We f 1 e ne .d of .ood for all-

- erv- tion elo •) ... nt since ~,e h '1e a 1 .. t4-ed r;iopulatio c to 
ne a ,_ t·~0 • Our reeo"\ ·1e:rt at ions for local ter-. c:h~r sh uld ~ . ., ':'iven f'Hll 

e ,· n ;i rrrei er r;ce over r. .• y other C(Ynsidr,,:rrt ion• r inre: or re~ lr ,ion. 

20. ..u:r. erecit py· t r"'l unae th• r·~wolvin-:, r' d . oan is 0;111 u ,ith co plie- -tea and 
int·,c te r::.g~lat·o s .a itW it diff'i.e 1,1t to !.et a helpf1l lo n. '.P.he ,;thol., credit 
n1:n11 a.l need." re<,dJ:1~tt.e~1t ah si., UfioBti n to acco: ,no·'l te ~ r-rorer i ne dy 
eircumsts1ces. 

21. ·te ne.ied a lar(l"er hor-:--oi t l an(~ <.11 ·5-ncre~ ~ed pe:r~ cn.nel to oner,.-,te it. • e n. ,<~ two 
n'1ysicians .. As lon as .na .endenee diF-triet ·shard to,. ·pr>-ch, e reed ere. i en.t 
urf::'e ti-. ere to t • ko c~r of t e freouent c,9se.: th: • co,~ 1", t iere. 
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,; 

24:,· 

6. 

e question t:1e ut ority of th€!' State to ta.x us 1.mder tts la s. ~ e are paying 
oon., umm.ers' ta,:. while ryurches in g oo'l!l'nod 1 ti.es brought into the reservr:1t ton. For 
years e have be n payin •> te:x on asoline bo ht v, i tbin t e reservation. The feea 
on U cense t a-s o i or vehicles are i1tp0sed on us. ~e are tol th t we ust pay 
tax on m ny oth r 1 +enns 1 our possession even though they ere '!')U ch~sed with a1 -
n.i1 i ty money. v-re 1J:1s.nt a better undP-:rs.tan.d ing of nll this. It is not llear i•,·hether 
ne €fvor , gr f'd © cv, e uJade ~ the r:t. t.e law. The I and Book of ederal Indien Law by 
F_eltx_ Cohen._ (u. __ s. Gov __ •t._ ~~nt Off., 1 as1ington, 1.94P) on -oage 264, Sec. _.,._2 
(a} of Cb.apter XIII says [t~~~ndians on the reservet i0n B:te 11ot s 1 j eet to 
state taxation and Indian purchasers are not required to ~ay the qdditional cost 
w icb. is a d.ed to t e priee of t 1e article -to cover t e tax.' Such im_,osition 
ar.> e ·rs to be a ross error on th.., pa!'t of the ,-tate and sho 1ld be im ,.ed i t ly 
re"n~d1ea·: ~':r our em1te~tion is rit:iht refunds should _be made to the Inni8ns for 
this ille. al ·-rapo-•,ti.o:o •. 

All • iner1.1l rigbts wit in the undi•m.inished bo ndary of th-e , rt ..Jertholq Re 0 erv tio 
~ of • ar u ry 1910 ··:eTe. sun-po ed to be held on ane to be included in tl-J.e. .crre...,tnent 

o br t year c ve:ri~Q: ev ry mine:ral ,.,t com erci~l value, _. .. Jer see• 1 s to: 1~aye 1 e0n 
.some i.11F)O:?' ic conw1it od •·'1e· '.r ~nf!i n 1e.,.e asked to ,;-,i~n@ t,,,e ·H@'ra~r:i nt er • 
Jm , -~-get--:-r.· ., ve ue from, only ,~ us.rt of t"1d .e~ n 'n !hE3' .. 'f!'.}V~.lty fro:n 't' . .,recent-
1 diseove,red ~~ 0 1 ve~ne • -'fp..b.held ~9-funds. are fo, t ,to the iJ:hre- Affili ted 
fr i es. ie believe -thi~ is -=:.~ .mfair c_eel °:'r1 i.t]1 t .e IndiP-ns nrl de111an. fedre s And 
'full :ertor. . il)n o-f on }'rfis "t.~i· .., • 

. 
,,,· / t 
I /, 

i ,. 

~J"tr ~,4r~o, 0 /). . e ,.. im b H l nov',· ve h d a nrov'sion in 
:' • I . 

i.,t rri . . tng ,int ,,·re Pt PiyA. le f'r • 1 'tl?,e d . -+.;~ t ·e tr.,e8ty vi ·E> 1nvol ved' at ~e@:: l' rate com-
T).OULdld ·.nn l;ly. f, th.at,._ tr~ ty ~:as n't r tif'ie-d. ~a .. 11 •. een s~ te~, th~ the 
lend involved ~hould oe decla.ed. ~ ~art oft .a F rt r ert~old •egervat1on s1 ce ht 
1 nd~ belq:~~ed to t~e TrrrPe Af:f.illFlte~ r r:·oes before the trei;ty W1!1Q eo1tr' en.Ced. T e 
Unit d Sts s or tb 2tate of ,ort.. kota .did not o m,it in t>e first olAce. 

• ' '1. \ ' • :· 

! 1 
T'und. of t ie rr-h:ree Affi i.~;ttc1d Tr tbes· anp:ro"9riated in th. con"ent 
should b eimbu ~ed to them. 

- ne 'I'hI'ee Affili · ted T1-ibes claim the territory north and es~t of the :; isF1ouri 
:river in Jorth Dakota and "'ont:ma whic claim 8ho ild h ve e~n i:.e.cluded in the 
treaty of 1851 et :F'ort Lara~ie, ,. yo:ming, by o 1r ",our Beer but w hich 'BS not. 
About 25 or ~O years before th t ti, Cl iefs,. Road ,faker ~ma smo ed 'T'eepee,elai ed 
t ds nortc ern region along w.ith the oth~r uortion. mhe atrnroximate line ru .s fro 
•O posite; the moutl~ of Grnnon B 11 river on tb.e ea t, thence elong t .1e • isso ,ri 
river ies' ·wa.rd to the strea:m we c 11 Jfud Cre .k est of Culbertson, .. v1ont, a, th~nce 
north rard nd o _ to Old 11 an u.tte and east o f~ouri$ river cutti g east rd t0 

Devil's 'Lake nd t ence th ard to t. e nl ce f be~inn ing. 'his elaim is an 
item that co ld be ta.ken p later whenmore and 81! fittin. time is a.vailable for 
its thorou h iliseussion. ~ p' -·/ · 

Carl Sylvest~~ 
Tribal usiness Coune 11, ,_ : 

August 4 1 1944 Three Affiliated ribe.s, "-1..-
. ort Bert old Reservation. 
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