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AGENDA FOR THE FOFT BERTHOLD RESERVAYION (w?%fﬁwfy By Jorl Sylvestex, Aug. 4, 134
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All aliensted land within the boundsry of the Fort Ferthold Reservation should be
reztored to Indian ownership and kept tax-free together with the rest of the Ind-
ian land,

Fractionated Indisn holdinge should be joined and enlarged to usable units through
arrengement and made mvailable to member Indians who wish to own them. The Gove
ernment should sét sside funds for the tribe to buy such lands for tribal use also,

Forced issues of fee patents by Federal sgents in the past should be disavowsd and
the consequent loss of lands by Indians should be restored to t hem.

The Three Affilisted Tribes should he given suthority to exclude nonemembers of the
trive from inheriting lands in the ¥ort Rerthold Reservation to prevent further
lend alienation,

Ve need a Recervetion-wide svetem of irregation in the period of drought vears.
Our bottom lands =zre our formost asset and we 4o not wsnt to lo=e th em through
permanent flooding,

The cone evvetion of wild 1ife on the Reservation should be left to the tribal
government,, The tribe should be ascssisted, unon its reguest, by any agency of
government, Federal, State of tribal, or by any edueationsl.institution,

Bridee over the Little WMissouri is sorely needed to facilitate®cormunicetion bedween
the Agency end Indenendence district whose =approach by motor vehicle is very
difficeult most of the year =nd sometimes it is impossible, The health of some thres
hundred neonle is jeopsrdized by the imolation of theis distriety the physicizn or
the nurse could not get to it vhen the rivers are high.

¥e need all-weather roads throughout the Reservation and funds with »hieh to maine
tain them, :

The Federasl Law prohibiting liquor én Indian country should be repealed outright

and the regulation of liquor in the reservation shonld be left entirely to the tribe.
Off the reservation the Indisn chould be treated in the ssme manner as any other
citizen, WHhere should be no diserimination.

The determinatlion of hlood guantum of the Tndian for purnodes of enrolment, inheri-
tance, pafticipation in tribal enternrises, ete., should be left to the tribal
governing body.

Employment of loesl Indian talent for nositions of farmers, mechanics, teschers,
field agents, superintendents, shewn ete,, should be made more flexible and favor-
eble to the Indian as promised in the Indian Reorgsniz ation Aet and should be made
a reality by the eliminatinn of red-tave,

The annointment of all Tndian policemen and the removal of them should be left to
the tribal governing body, whether or not such nolicemen esre naid by the Government
from Federal anpropristions,
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1%, The Th res Affiliated Tribes do not want a referendum nor a =second vote on the
Tndisn Peorpingz ation Act. Tribes who had voted not 4® avail themselves of thq
Aect ought to he permitted to vote agein if they wish,

14, Section 6 of the fet should he so modified == to rive the Indisns 1l control of
their rance =nd forest snd all other pronerty belonging to them within their recer-
vation and reverted lendes, and othervise be given full latisude to vork out their
nroblems without evterior interference, The sunerviecory novers of the Secretary
of the Tnterior shonld be terminsted to give this Tastitude,

15, A seetion in the Aet ghnhuld be included giving power to the tribe to remove Federal
emnloves by majority vote »hem 1 cees fit, and to vote to retain those wented by
the tribe when suech emnloves are i reatened agsinst their wish for rewnvel or
trensfer,

16, Th e Three Affilirted Tribe s ehould be given suthority to trvy snd punish sny
person, inclnding white, committing an offense sgrinst the tribal law, to exelnde
or remove hin from the reservation, and o prescribe riles and rerulations for his
admigcion into the recervetion and engacement in business therein, msking all such
acts conclusive when decddred by the Tribal Business Council without Indisn 0ffice

or o ¢or Secretarial avproval,

17. Self-government of hhe Three Affilieted Tribes under the Indian Pedrgani-ation Act
should be left slone to develop itself., Rather it ghould be ssgicted sand made
stronger by sdeqgnate Government backing. Ve are learning and progres-ing steadily
and shounid not be interfered w ith by sny nninvited legislation, '

18, Congress should meke no law concerning ourselves without our concent, nor should
any Indign legiglstion be made all-inelurive but we should be consulted snd arked
to vote for or ageinet its apnlicstion to ocurselves.

19. 7e necd better schools =nd want better control of sehool discipline snd want morals
restored, Trilt#l ordinences ~iming to enonerste with the faeulty to promote ime
nrovement of cchool activities should bve given full erededpe and resvect, "Ye know
how ve want our ehildren rrised and educsteds "e need the course of study in our
hish =chool stepped-up to meke it comnarrble to that employed by the best high
sghonls of the country. Our children should be given every onportunity end en-
coursgement to seouire hisher lesrning, We feel the need of good eduestion for all-
around re-ervetion develoment sinece »e have a limitéed nopulation from w» hich teo
choore one aacther, Our recommendations for local teschers ghould be given full
eredence and vreference over any other consgiderstion, ruling or regulstion,

20, OCur ecredit system under the Fevolving Fund loan is bound up with compliceted and
intricete regnulations making it diffieult to get a helpful losn. The whole credit
manusl needs resadjucsthent and sinplificstion to acecommodate = borraver in needy
circumstsnces.

21, %e need a larger hdrpitel and an incressed personnel to onerste it. "e need two

physiciane, As long as Tndenendence distriet is hard to anproach ve need = resident
nurse there to tske eare of the freguent cases that come u» there,



AGFNTA - Con.

PP

r‘\s.

26.

Q;L,~meﬂﬁuwnmﬁwwwwfwﬂz‘

o

e ot

We question the suthority of the State to tex us under its lsws. Ve are paying
eonsummers'tex while nurchssin g commodities brought into the reservetion. For
yesrs we have been paying tex on gnsoline bought within the reservstion, The fees
on license tags on motor vehicles are imposed on us. Ve are t0ld that we must pay
tax on meny other items in our nossession even though they ere nurchased with an-
nuity money. ¥We want a better undergtending of all this. It is not &lear whether
ve ever sgrocd to come under the State law. The Tand Book of Tederal Indien Law by
Felix Cohen, (U. S. Gav't.é}r nt off., Washington, 194?) on page 264, Secs 5., ?
(2) of Chapter XIII saya{” ¢ Indisne on the reservation afe not subjeet to
Stste texetion =nd Indien purchasers sre not required 4o pay the additional cost
which is sdded to the price of the article to cover the tax,” Sueh imposition
apnesrs 0 be & gross error on the part of the ~“tate and should be immediately
remédieaf If our contention is right refunds should be made to the Indisns for
this illegal iwpostion. b ~

A1l mineral rights within the undiminiched boundery of the Fort Rerthold Recervation

_ge of Januery 1910 vere sunpose& to be held on and to be included in the agreement
. of thet yeesr ¢dvering every-mineral of commercizl velue, There geemz t0 have been
.gome imnroxiticn ecommitied »hep th» Indiane were asked to =iegne the agrecmeni pavers.

Now ve geterovenue from.only @ vart of th~t region and the poyalty from the recent-
ly discovered €oal veins is %ithheld and funds are lost to the Thres Affiliated
Tribes. e believe thig is en unfeir deel with the Indiens snd demand fedress and
fall ¢e¢toratﬁ?n of orlrightss 1 | ; .
i / ¢ - ) v ]
onr £400,000, elsim bil] now pending b&foré Congress should have had a orovision in
it mef§ing dnterest paysble from the dete the theaty mes involved at legal rate com-
nound¢d amnually, Tf that treety wac nft vetified, ae has been stated, then the
land involved .should be derlared. » Mart of ghe Tort Rerthold Peservation since that
land’ belaneed to the Three Aftiliateﬁ Tribes before the tresty wes commenced. The
United States or the State of “orth Dakota did not own it in the firet vlace.

L \ * é § ) o
Tunds of the Three Affiliated Tribes approvriated in the past without % eir consent
should be reimbursed to them.

S
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The Three Affiliated Tribes claim the territory north and sest of the Yissouri

. river in North Dakots and ''ontena whiech c¢laim should have been ircluded in the

tresty of 1861 at Fort Laramie, "yoming, by our Four Resr but » hich was not.
About 25 or 30 years before thet time Chiefs, Road Waker =nd Smoked Teepee,claimed
this northern region along with the other nortion., The apnroximate line runs from
onposite the mouth of Cannon Ball river on the east, thence slong the Missouri
river westemard to the stream we eall Wud Cre=k west of Culbertson, “ontana, thence
north ward snd on to 0ld Yan Butte and east to Souris river cutting eastward to
Devil'e Take and thence sonthward to the nlace »f beginning., This claim is an
item that conld be taken up later whenmore and sw fitting time is available for

its thorough discussion. ,22;2/1/(/;Z§£;;}7///’ : v

Carl Sylvester,/Chairman, -

Tribal Buginess Council, ’ ;fﬁm”“,-
Three Affiliated Tribes, “L /.~ 3
Fort Berthold Reservation. [ ¥

August 4, 1944
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