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We Need a Chance too. What is Our Future?

\% OUR AIMS:

To promote the general welfare of the American Indians,

By protecting and safeguarding their Constitutional and
Civil Rights,

By advocating an emancipated citizenship.

By promoting their health and educational opportunities,
and by fostering their Arts and Crafts.

September 24, 1945.

Thousands like these little American Indians
need our Protection and Help

Honorable William Langer,
Senate 0ffice Bullding,
Washington, D. C.

My dear Senator Langer:

I am enclosing herewith a copy of my radio script in reference to
American Indian Day in Connecticut which is September 28th., 1In this
address you can see that I am bringing out the fundamental facts
concerning the deslings between the Government and our Americean Indian
wards,.

I thought perhaps you might want to use this radio address in con-
junction with the petition in which I sent to you a few days ago.

It may be possible for you to get this radio speech and the language
in the petition into the Congressional Record. This would help cone
siderably to enlighten the American people of the present-day
deplorable conditions of the Indians.

We deeply appreciate all you are doing for the interest of the Indlans
In your State as well as those in other States throughout the country.

I shall be glad to hear from you again at your earliest convenience.

With every good wish to you and your family, please believe me, I
am

JEH:0 Very esngtfully,,
Enclosure: John E. Hamilton,

ational President.




TO THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA :

Honorable Willlam Langer, United States Senate
AMERICAN INDIAN DAY IN CONNECTICUT.

September 28, 1945.

PLACE: WTHT |
DATE : September 27, 1945.
TIME: 11:30 to 11:45 P.M.



ANNOUNCER :

‘Onae again Ameriean Indian Day is being observed in
Connecticut. The presentation of this broadecast will be by
Mr. John E. Hamilton, National President of the National Amer-
iean Indian Defense Assocliation; who is an suthority on the
subject of American Indian affairs in the United States, and
who has spent a considerable amount of time in studying their
past and present-day conditions.

I now present Mr, Hamilton.



SPEAKER

Tomorrow will be Indisn Day in Connecticut, which will be observed
in the public schools and colleges of this Sta
tion of the Americsn Indisn, end his contribution to American life snd
civilization.

Before 1 proceed with the following remsrks concerning one of the
esrliest and one of the most important minority groups of the American
Democracy, I wish to call attention to the fact, that I am entirely con=~
vinced that the time hes come when the Congress of the United States, and
the people of thls country, should be told the truth sbout the shemeful
wey in which our own Government has trested 1ts American Indian wards.

8o the gquestion is: How .
oldest and most perslsting minority, the American Indisns; how has it
treated them, and how 1s 1t tresting them now? This is a very lmportant
question.

The paleface people in this country may still condemn the Mim-
tion of private property; but they should at the same time m thelir
own record of confiscation right here in the United States of Americs.
They should recall their own actions in regard to people within our own
borders. They should remember some of thelr own faults, sand some of the
things they have done, |

¢ 88 & day of commemora-

I em not condemning the present generstion as wholly responsible for
the evils of an earlier generstion, but I do ecall to the attention



of all paleface people in the Unlted States who are now engaged in protes-

ting vlalcncs, mirder, rape, confiscation, suppression, that they consider

“aom of the thingl now eanaa!&ing our owa people, or one element of our
pupﬁlstien which by any measure of Justice puts us in the same class with
those in other landes of which we now currently complain. iLet me glve you
. tﬂn&anwnr:npeuaflllnltrntiaa: '

| !1th a rcw'uainpertaat exceptions, all American Indlan tribes were |

originally placed on so-called regervations. The reservation system ls
not only a curse to the American Indlans; but 1t is e disgrace to our
Hational honor. | .

The American Congress inaugurated the Reservation system. This was
done partly s & military measure, so as to confine the Indians to these
so=called rounrvntlons, and to open up the rest of thelir territory te
paleface nyttlﬂunnt.

Hany of tha Indisn tribes strenuously ebjtatcd to the reservatien
system. It wes a savere restraint on the freedom they had enjoyed from
time immemorial. »

The American Indlens vtfﬁ all, of course, free at that time; and
they had to De curbed end ruled, snd that with the iron hand of military
authority. The reservations must have palefece Indian spents, and with
each agent a company of soldlers to carry out orders, and good strong jails,
with bread and water, ball and chains. Thus wes the American Indian denied
1iberty, end his pursult of happiness; and thus passed forever



(3)

from him the open and free latch-string.,and entered padlocks and pol;go'
men. No longer the sacred pledge of honor, but instead broken tggaégw &
and paleface men's hypoerisy. With the Indlans securely rounded up and
corraled on Reservations at a great distance from the teeming millions
of freedom-loving paleface Americans, the United States Goverrment set
up what is now known as the Indian Office, or the Indian Bureau, with
headguarters in Washington, asbout as far away from the Indians as it
was possible to get. The job was to keep the Indians inside the Reser-
vation prisons. Rules and regulations, and orders and directions,were
printed by the volume. It was a complete isolation, and an absolute
segregation; and still the basic idea was to have the races learn to
commingle and amalgamate.

Por fifty years this injustice and faree hss been perpetrated
upon a race of people, until today the Indian Buraau hqs grown into a
strong and mighty institution. From its original and perhaps well~
meaning intent, it has become a heartless and evil aystem, a political
wire~pulling establishment. Instead of giving them their rights, and
even a modicum of responsibility, it keeps them from the Indians, and
militates against the natural laws of development. The American In-
dians were all free men onee; but today they are far, very far indeed,
from freedom, under the Indian Bureau system. Today the Bureau strives
by every action to perpetuate the incompetency brought down upon and
injected into the Indlan reservation enviromment; and its every endeav-
or 1s to strengthen its hold upon the throat of the Indian: and while
the American Banners float on every sea throughout the world, proclaim-
ing "The land of the free, and the home of the brave," the Indian Buresy
grinds down the American Indian by the most arbitrary misuse and abuse
of power. Were the true facts of the Indian Bureau's abuse of authority



made known in its fullest extent to the Awmerican people, there would be

e storm of righteous indignation that would sheke the very foundation of
government; but the facts are lergely concealed or denled or misrepresented
or ignored, snd the Indians continue to die in sbnormal numbers, to live

in disessed snd unwholesowe surroundings, snd to be literslly slaves,
objects of detestation %o the employees of thls Indlan Bureau.

T™he whole management of the Americen Indlans takes place utterly
without the consent of the Indlans themselves, instead of any inecreasing
responsibility. The Indlan Buresu mskes and unmakes rules and regulations
for the Indlans; allots the Indiens' lands; acts as their real-estate
sgent; buys, sells, mortgages; leasesj condemns, ploughs, plants, harvests;
ruing the Indiens' lsnds; and then photographs the Indian standing by the
Ageney berns, The Indlen Buresu acts as banker, as attorney, as judge, as
preosecuting agent, as defendant's lawyer, as doctor, as nurse, u.tuchtr.
a8 spiritual director, and is most busy as undertaker snd as funersl
director for the Indlan.

If the American Indian lives through all this, the Bureau rcﬁun
him his freedom when he reaches his maturity, whieh the Indian Buresu
makes synonymous with “omotmy." Comling or going, the American Indian
gets 1t.
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The Indian Bureesu tells Indian mothers just how to raise their
babies; mothers that have raised bables better, stronger, healthier,
than before the Bureau ever appeared. It gives jobs to people to do
the telling. I do not know of any ethaé place in our eivilized world,
in which there 1s being attempted what the American Govermment is at-
tempting now, and has been ittampting for more than one hundred years
past, with the American Indisn population; namely, to perpetuate a
race, set off to itself, in & govermment such as ours. There is just
as much reason for separating the Mexicans and the Puerta Ricans and
the Jews and the Negroes, and various other fneua, the Irish, the Pol-
ish, the Seotch, the saandinaviana, and every other kind of race, from
the rest of the paleface population. Enforced control of the American
indian race, as has been done, and is continuing even to the point of
practical physiecal enslavement, will never solve the American Indian
problem with justice to the Indians. The pitiful condition of thous-
ands of our Indian people today is but the natural product of the
system,’

All authority in Indian affairs arises in and flows from Con-
gress. The American Indlans have no court of appeal from the authority
of Congress. 1In fact, they have no fundamental rights, because there
can be no judicial review of any action taken by Congress concerning
them. One Congress can grant the Indlans something; and the next Con-
gress can take it away, or completely nullify it by other legislation.

The American Indians are governed by direct laws of Congress,
which apply to no other people in the United Btates. Why should the
Indians be subjeet to speclal lews and regulations, any more than other
eitizens in this countryy; The American Indians were made citizens by
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the aset of Congress in June, 1924. Although many of them became voters
through the act, the Indian Bureau continues to manage all of their af-
fairs for them; and they are now merely "voting wards.”

There are ﬁnt two grades or classes of eitizenship in Ameries
today, under law. Therefore, under lkw, no paleface Americans, or any
other elass of individuals, have eitizenship rights superior to those
of the Ameriean Indlans. Apparently no one will dispute this fact; but
in practice the rights which apply in genersl to other citizens are
systematically denied the American Indians under gcontrol of Federal
law. In other words, it is nothing else but special class legislation.

The majority of the American Indians want to be free from fur-
ther control of their person, and to be allowed to live under local,
State, and Federal laws, like any other eitizen; to enjoy the full ben-
efits of public school education; in fact, to have the benefits and re-
gsponsibilities of all laws and regulations to which other citizens are
entitled, without special dictation. It is plain that only through
bringing the Indlans to competent citizenship will they ever be able
to pass from Bureau to full care of themselves and their property; and
that this is the only way to relieve the Govermment, and change them
from being absorbers to producers of the Nation's wealth.

llo material progress is ever made except under pressure, in the
direction toward which we are aiming. The tribal masses should be dis-
banded; and the sooner, the better and healthier for the individual In-
dian. Real independent and useful citizenship must come; and the soon-
er that can be accomplished, the better in every way for the Indian and

the Covernment. It is impossible that both tribe and Covermment can sue~

cessfully utilize the individual. High loyalty to United States citizen-
ship is impossible where loyalty to the tribe predominates.
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The time is ripe for radical changes, and for the elimination
of all false, ineffective, and noneffective methods, and for the up~-
building which will accomplish such regeneration, civilized useful-
ness and happiness for the Indians as may still be secured from she much
wreecking of thelr health and manhood.

The prineiples which will accomplish these results are embod-
ied in our Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the
Unlited States, and thefatore need no apology.

In my estimation the Govermment is perpetuating wardship in-
stead of cltlzenship, and that the Amerlcan Indlans are retained in-
definitely under Indian Bureau control and domination, instead of the
Government making them full fledged American ecitizens, and, as we say,
we are a free country, and our purpose has been to see that we should
free those within our borders; but, instead of that, with the American
Indians, the paleface people seem to be clamping down with a method
of procedure that does rather the opposite. The American Indiens must
become & part of this American citizenship. That is the only hope
for the Indlan race.

Notwithstanding the lures of family, tribe, land, ete., and both
the persuaslions and forces of the Indian Bureau, a considerable mumber
of American Indians, prepared and persuaded thereto, have quit their
tribes, and are so successfully living in our communities as self-sup~
porting citizens as to show conclusively that what is here contended
rbr is not difficult of accomplishment.

Take 100 American Indians, in middle life, from any tribe today,
without any knowledge of the English language or our American life, en-
tirely separate them from each other; immerse them in our communities;

encourage them to work along our lines, and in a week or two every
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one of them will want their hair cut, and will of their own volition
strive to make themselves very useful. In six months they will be
understanding and speaking English. In three years they will be so
saturated and filled with our American eivilization as to be not only
entirely willing but anxious to guit their old Indisn 1life forever
and live among the paleface people, and would deo that if not bought or
persunded to the contrary by a selfish mismanagement. This 18 not
theory: it is a proven fact, through my own experience in dealing with
0ld and tenaciously tribal Indians who have had the courage to leave
their reservation life and tribal masses and enter into the paleface
man's soclety.

Despite the handicaps under which the American Indian has labor-
ed for so many years, the Indian has made remarkable progreass. The race
has produced great writers, athletes, and statesmen. Former Charles A.
Bastman, of the CGreat Sioux Nation, achieved world-wide recognition as
an outstanding author and lecturer., Chlef Henry Standing Bear, another
Sioux Indian, is also known as a great Indian writer. The Carlisle foot~
ball teams ranked among the best in the country; and this school turned
out American Indian citizens who would be a credit to any nation. Our
irmortal Will Rogers was also part Cherokee Indian. Former Charles W.
Curtis, Viee President of the United States, had Kaw Indian blood in
his veins. Speaking of Charlag Curtis, I believe if Hr. Curtis had
lived, he would have been the President of the United States. I am
firmly convinced that the time has now arrived for the consideration of
an American Indian for the President of the United States. Why not an
Indian? This is his country, and the only country he has ever known
from time immemoriel. The Ameriean Indlan should be gilven every oppor-
~ tunity to run for this sxalted position. I am ungualifiedly in favor
of having an American Indian a&s the next President of the United States.
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In eoneluding this address, I should like to mention the fact,
that I shall be very glad to answer any rgauemblo questions that you
may wish to ask, regarding the present-day Americen Indian problem
in the United States, 1f you will write to me in care of Station WIHT.

Thank ﬁu.



ANNOUNCER :

During the past fifteen minutes you have been listening
to & special broadcast in observance of "Connecticut American
Indian Day." The presentation of this broadeast was made by
¥r. John E, Hamilton, National President of the National Amer-

ican Indian Defense Assoclation.
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