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ADDRESE OF SENATOR WILLIAYW LAWGER, AUGUST 21,
TOWN AEETING OF THE AIR PROGRAY IN SENTA FE, NEW MEXICO,
OF THE SUBJECT - WARED WE GIVING OUR BMERICAN INDIANS A SQUARE DEAL®

Those who know es I do about the American Indien and the manner in
which he has been pushed eround for meny yeers realize full well that he
has been getling no sgusre desl from his Government in graniting him righte
as & citiszen and not as » ward of the netlon.

It has been suggested on the program that we come directly to the polnt
in the outset, therefore my reesvns for msking the open statement sre ss
followss

1. Indian tribes have been foreed into primetive ways of living.

2+ In recent yeers the Interior Depsriment's power over the Indian

haw been mesgnified,

3+ Individusl initiative of the Indien hes bLeen disgoursged by legal
complications,

4o Ownership of property and promotion of private enterprise on an
individusl basis by the Indien hes been discouraged snd destroyed.

5¢ The 0ffice of Indlan Affairs hes undertaken %o mske a guinee pig
of the Indien by subjeeting him to soelslogicel snd soecislistic experiments
for which he had never bargained when he submitted to the voluntmry tribe
provizions undsr the Wheeler-Howsrd Aot. Eaeh day the Indian ls under thie
voluntury conditlon of servitude.

Ge The legal tengle of his property snd his inheritence ig getting
worse through federsl trusteeship.

7. Those Indiens who still sre not land owners certainly are not being
helped hy the Lend Purchsse Program.

8, The Office of Indien Affairs hes developed into an sutocratic mnd
arbitrary agency with respect to its reletionmship with the Indisn. This
Buresu sdmits o number of the tribes ere resdy for complete removel of Goven
ment supervision and that others ulbimately will be ready, yetl under our |
d@ing*ne%himg poliey the Indien is simking deeper into the mir& of red tepe,
gontrol and gmm&r#l dietation back th@wﬁ'iﬂfﬁaﬁhiﬁg%@m,

9. The Indlan should be & fres msn, as free %8 sny of the rest of us.
He should never be in position where he mmg@bgarr@mﬁmr any of bis Ood-glilvan

rights to bresthe the ssme free sir as sny other msn on this esrth.



The sheckles which have bound meny Indisns should be broken without
further deley. He shouid have the right to stend on his own feet, sssuue
his Tull obligetions sz a clitlzen and bake his pleee in the bright sun~
light of Americanism.

10. Wo longer is the reservetion ayﬁ%@@ necessary, yet it ig kept in
foree by the policles of the O0ffice of Indien Affairs,

1le The Indisn iz reguired to hold property in comuon snd yet endure
segregation by living separstely from the reet of our imericsns,

1ﬁ; In New Mexico and Ariszons the Indien ceannot vole because he ls
under gusrdisnship snd therefors not taxed, yet during every war we are
resinded by Indiens in wniform thet they spill their full quote of blood
and meke their full portion of sserifices the sawe &z the rest of our
people. The right to shere in the deeisions ss part of the electorste
is @ tremendous price to puy for being tax-free, now st & time when every
humen 1z feast becoming a elitizen not only of his own nerrow nstionsl com=~
fines bul of the worid. The resirictione setiing up sueh partitions among
Americans, be they Red, White, Blsck or Yellow, serve well to set off perd
of the eitigzenry and, in this year of enlightenment, should be sbolished,

I anticipate some of the negative arguments mey inelude the cleaim thet
the Indiean's use of Indisn lend h&@ inersesed in contrast to the Thite man's
use of Indisn lend, It should be resesmbered thet when the Indlen was @m%&%ﬁ
back to the far less desirable lands hils only reeourse was in meking highly
intensive use of his lend, or sharve.

Wy Friend, Seeretery Chapmen, mey even suggest thet the rights of Indisns
to thelr own customs have been respectbed and @ma@vmag$é, BT Qﬁ%pmaa‘ﬁh§uiﬁ
have g#&&@d the hearings of the Comuittes on CGlvil Fervies last @primg, when
we heard many cowplaints to the eontrary, ALl of these complainis are s
satter of publie record, ineluding the caleulsted practive of working wup
eriminal cherges sgainst Indians on some reservations who chowed the slightest
gign of reecovery from the oplate of qulescence,

For these and meny other reasons for which there ne tipe fo @l&%@r@ﬁ@,
I stend sguarely in the afflirmsstive g&ai%i@ﬁ of peylag that the Indienm hes

not received s square desl.

GDR/ amb
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