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FORT BERTHOLD INDIANS

COPRPY

Mareh 10, 1952

~

Hon. James Black Dog, Sr. £

e/o Plaza Hotel
331 First Street KE
Washington, J. Ce

Dear Mr., Black Dog:

Enclosed herewith is the report I have received
from dr, Dillon 5. Myer, Comiissioner, Bureau of Indian
Affairs, in response %o my inguiry in your behalf concern-
ing an audit of the tribal moneys and also as to what has
been done with the money received as imterest from ths tribal
lands sold %o the Govermment in comnection with the Garrison
Tam and Reservoir Progect.

I am glad to have been able to obtain this repori
for you but you will mote that it will be recessary for you
to present specific charges in connection with the handling
of the money before such an audit as you desire will be made,

1 am, of course, amxious to be of service to you in
any way that I can amd if you feel there is anything fuwrther
that I can do, please feel free to write me your suggestions,

“ith kindest regards, and with every good wish, 1 am

Jincerely,

WL 1In
LIC e



Plrolérg.m Division
N PLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES 2619-52
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

Hon. William Langer

United States Senate MA -

3 [Si¢

My dear Senator Langer:

This has reference to your letter of February 14,
addressed to the Seeretary of the Interior, advising that
¥r. James Black Dog of Ilbowoods, North Dakota, recently showed
you a copy of a Hesolution purported te have been adopted by
the people of the Fort Derthold Heservation, demanding an audit
of all tribal moneys collected and expended since 1910, and an
audit on the operation of various tribal enterprises and other
activities financed with tribal funds,

Prior to the approval of the Constitution and Bylaws for
the Three Affiliated Tribes of the Fort Hertiold Reservation on
June 29, 1936, authority to administer tribal funds was vested in
the Department of the Interior., HKReceipts and expenditures were
made under the regulations of the Interior Department then in force,
It was the policy and practice of the Department te furnish periodic
reports of tribal moneys collected and disbursed to the tribe upon
request of a Tribal Council or tribal of ficers.

Section 3 of #Article 1 of the bylaws of the Three Affiliated
Trives of the lort berthold Reservation sets forth the method by which
tribal funds are handled by the tribe since approval of the Constitu-
tion and Bylaws of the Three Affiliated Tribes of the Fort Berthold
lieservation on June 29, 1936, It is provided therein that the books
and records of the Treasurer shall be audited at least once each year
by a competent auditor employed by the Couneil, and at such other times
as the Couneil or the Commissioner of Indian Affairs may direct. Further,
the corporate charter of the Three Affillated Tribes, ratified April
24, 1937, provides that the officers of the tribe shall maintain acaurate
and complste public accounts of the financial affairs of the tribe,
which shall clearly show all credits, debts, pledges, and assigmnments,
and shall furnish an annual balance sheet and report of the financial
affairs of the tribe to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs.



In view of the foregoing, it is believed that there has
been amnle oprortunity for members of the tribe to acquaint them-
selves with the handling of the tribal fund and the management of
tribal enterprises. In the absence of any specific faetual charges
of mismanazement of tribal funde or tribal emterprises, it is not
believed this Office would be justified in undertaking the compre-
hensive a2udit requested by Mr. Black Dog.

Mr. Black Dog also requests information concerning the
disposition made of the interest on the money received from tribal
lends sold to the Government in connection with the Garrison Dam
and Reservolr nroject. Section 12 of the Aet of October 25, 1949
(63 stat. 1026), provided thet the fund of $5,105,625 theretofore
appropriated and the $7,500,000 appropriated by the said Act shall
bear interest a2t four per centum per annum from the date of accept-
ance of this Act until digbursed. In advancing tridbal funds for
expenditure, 1% is the practice to make such advances from a2ccrued
interest to the credit of the tribes in order to keer 2¢ much of the
orineipal as nosegible in an interest-bearing account. This prior
uge of intereet 1s for the same rHurpcsee as those authorized for the
use of the onrineinal.

Bfforts are made by the Tribal Council and the Agency
gtaff to acquaint the Indisas with all »articulars relating to their
tribal funds and particularly to the use of the moneys being derived
because of the taking of loande and other damagee in connection with
the Garrison Dam and Reservoir »roject. Thie information is heing
disseminated in loe2l community meetings and through the issuance of
a weekly news bulletin, copieg of which are made available to 2ll
adult Indians on the reservation. You are assured that every effort
will be made to keen the tribal memberghin informed on 2ll matters
affecting tribal nroperty.

Should there be any further information desired by Hr.
Blaek Doz, I am sure that he can obtain it from either the Tribal
Couneil or from the Agency Suverintendent.
Sincerely yours,

-

Gommiseioner
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