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Gov. Fred G. Aandahl, Chairman, Bismarck
Carlyle D. Onsrud, Secretary, Bismarck

Math Dahl, Bismarck
G. B. Nordrum, Bismarck
R. O. Saxvik, M. D., Bismarck

North Dakota Indian Affairs Commission

‘John B. Hart, Executive Director
ROLLA, NORTH DAKOTA

April 23, 1951

Honorable Williem Langer
Senator from North Dekota
Senate Office Building

1

Washington, D. C.

Dear Senator Lenger:

1

Ltteched nerewith is & news clipping showing
status of the heslth program for the Indians
Fort Berthold Reservetion.

I feel that this progrem is going to
medical cere for the Indisns of this reserve

it will be along the line

Joseph Wicks, County Commissioner, Cannon Ball
Jacob Heihn, County Comnmissioner, Beulah

Joseph J. Bl County Cc ioner, Douslas
A. J. Briar, County Commissioner, Cartwright

Math Baseflug, County Commissioner, Richardton

G. Ray Heddens, County C , Mylo

A. C. Berg, County Commissioner, Maddock

William Gerdes, County Commissioner, New Rockford

the present
on the

resuit in better

tion. [Further,

choose their own
as do non-Indian

C:'Lipw.:ng .l.':

of allowing the Indians to
hospitels and their own doctors, the same
ilndigent people of the community.

being sent for your information.

#

Hart

Sincerely,

John B.

BUY ‘‘DAKOTA MAID'* FLOUR



118 porael snalepimmophius ) aha sl

Aitusll depeloet Moo ! i g
G} o nestH s
Jno i EmaL) ¥ 9 LA .
¥

Lo

, 1atosiiC] 3 suH A adel

: B & —
ATONA HY.E_Q.Z;AJJ(}ﬂ —-«””‘?

oVl (= lixgs

(

"
G e el e E - . « 1eaodl aalllI¥ i3«
Qi"»‘v J e S e s e
JOXA0 O7IoN ih AR
AMLULENG DUL ] 10 aliane
.j.:gu“‘, 111
« 1844 4 10 "Takghl
F E THerRTl] Sl _u.i L 2 Aalgyglig Swan A
il oo paalbol sgd ol meTioad drlsed SAY IS aula
: sAnltaviszal bd }1ed ThL
= s | L JAMESRT ik $ILLOy B4 3 e iy o 1.
B T ALY eViIesRY BLA) 10 BOAallol wdd TR SR
g LWL O0L 80 ppeidla IO Nl %) i (EN R ¥
aiffisy ' sfid BIOJ G0 pwo Glen) DAS BELAT . LY OTLE
oV LANamoD il ie algoag duaglidl itacdadsiinn GL A
foaobiemtelol 1oy I0l tnes shled ad ERRTILO JEm0
¢ TABTSTULS
e ~
5 ' " "
f \
% - t\'\\
\ HR -
Fradl o okt
LIRS S T B, S PR BT g S LR LR e, T e A g R T T R —

Sd e @




‘Oftt RKeservation® Medical Care For
Fort Berthold Indians Near Reality

An “‘off the reservation’’ med-
ical and hospital program is be-
ing developed for Fort Berthold
Indians.

The program, unique in the
nation’s dealing with Indians,
was unfolded by Dr. Max Van
Sandt, area medical officer of
the U. S. office of Indian af-
fairs at Aberdeen, S. D., who
attended the annual meeting of
the North Dakota Hospital Assn.
Monday.

Dr. Van Sandt’s program, al-
ready approved by the commis-
sioner of Indian affairs and
given tentative approval by the
Fort = Berthold tnbal council,
would:

Close the hospital at Elbo-
woods, possibly. as soon as
July 1 of this year.

Utilize for Fort Berthold In-
dians the medical and hospital
:_facilities,~ of the Indians choos-

. ing, in towns near the reserva-
tion in most cases. Where spe-
cial care is required, hospitals

and doctors "thruout the state
would be available.

Establish fixed fees for hos-
pital  care, which would be re-
imbursed to hospitals by the
federal government.

Set up a schedule for medical
fees, also to be reimbursed by
the federal government.

At the convention, Dr. Van
Sand: asked for the establish-
ment of a schedule of fixed
fees by hospitals in the state
to establish a basis for repay-
ment where Fort Berthold In-
dians are treated.

Similar action will be asked
of the North- Dakota Medical
Assn. at its convention in May.

The tribal council approved
the plan, Dr. Van Sandt said,
pending the furnishing of proof
that sufficient hospital facilities
and doctors are available with-
in suitable distances from the
relocated reservation to make
it possible for the Indians to get
good medical attention.

The doctor 'pointed out that
the plan would give the Indians

considerable freedom of choice
in selecting doctors and hos-
pitals and would be a big step
in their assimilation into the
general population.

Dr. R. O. Saxvik, Bismarck,
was in Minot Tuesday, said

the plan has the full support of
his office.

John B. Hart of Rolla, exec-
utive secretary of the North
Dakota commission on Indian
affairs, expressed the view
that it was a big step forward
in the assimilation program
advocated by the commission
and would give new incentive
to other phases of it.

Under the plan, there will be
an agency doctor and a public
health nurse on the reservation.
The doctor will screen appli-
cants and authorize medical
treatment, but the Indiang$’
choice of private physician and
hospital will be pretty much
their own, Dr. Van Sandt said.
The major limiting factor,
said, -would be in keeping the

cost of transportation to hospital
and medical facilities within a
reasonable figure.

Dr. Van Sandt said a survey
made among doctors and hos-

.| pitals in- the area surrounding

the reservation showed a de-

ward the plan.

He pointed out, however,
' that cooperation on a standard
_ plan on a state-wide level is
sought to give the Indian more
freedom in selecting his medi-
cal and hospital care.

* Per-patient figures being con-
sidered in carrying out the plan
are not as low as those paid
for welfare cases, the doctor
said, but they will have to be
based on actual hospital and
medical costs, without profit, in
order not to skyrocket the cost
of the program to the point
where it wouldn’t be workable.

He said he expected the num-
ber of patients treated during
the first few years under the
program would be considerably
above the number now treated
at the hospital at Elbowoods.
He observed that' a. backlog. of
Indian cases requiring hospital
'and medical care had developed
in the past few years. However,
he expected the cost in the long
‘run would not exceed that of
maintaining a separate hospital
for reservation Indians.

By trying out the plan in ad-
vance of actual flooding of the
present hospital, the Indian af-
fairs commission would get a
good idea of how the new pro-

I

gram would work, he ‘pointed’

out. If it doesn’t work there will
still be time to .arrive at some

was also in Minot Tuesday, said |

he(

cidedly favorable‘ attltude to-|

I B S e

work, he empha-'
ed *ihe niee ol full eoopera-
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