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·Gtt Keservation~ Medical-Care·· For 
Fort Berthold Indians Near Reality • 

An "off the reservation'' med- and doctors • thruout the state cbnsiderable freedom of- choice. 
ical and hospital pfograrµ is be- would be available. in selecting doctors and hos.:: 
ing developed for Fort Berthold .Estab1ish fix.ed fees for hos- pitals _and ~o~ld _be ~ big step 
Indians. pital: care; which. would be re- m their assimil_ation mto t h e. 

· imbursed to hospitals by the general populat10n. 
The program, unique in the federal government. Dr. R. 0. Saxvik, Bismarck, 

nation's:- dealing with Indians, Set up a schedule for medical was in Minot Tuesday, said 
was unfolded by D'r_. Max Van fees, also to be reimbursed by was also in Minot Tuesday, -said • 
Sandt, area medical officer of the federal government. the plan has the full support of 
the U. S. office of Indi'an af- his offic~. At the convention, Dr. Van 
fairs· at Aberdeen, S. D., w'.ho Sandt asked for the establish
attended the· annual meeting of ment of a schedule of fixed 
the North Dakota Hospital Assn. fees by hospitals in the state 
Monday. to establish a basis for repay-

John B .. Hart of Rolla, exec-. 
uiive secretary of the North 
Dakota commission on Indian' 
affairs, expressed the view: 
that it was a big _step forward 
in the :assimilation pro·gra:ih 
advocated by the commission. 

Dr. Van Sandt's program, al- ment where Fort Berthold In
ready approv~d·by the -commi~- dians are·t:rea:ted. 
sioner of··· Indian affairs and 
given tentative_ approv~l by the 
Fort ~· Berthold tribal council, 

Similar. action will be asked and would giv~·-new incentive· 
of the -North: Dakota Medical to o~her phases of it,. • 

~ would:- Assn. at its convention in May. 
The tribal' council approved Under the plan, there will be 

, - _;-close· th_e hospital at Elbo- the plan~ Dr.· Van Sandt said, an agency doctor and a public 
·.woods,. possibly._ as soon as pending the furnishing of proof health nurse on the reservation. 
July' l of ihis year. · ,; that sufficie-nt ~ospital facilities The doctor will screen appli-
,._ · .• ·,, · :.• · · ·,,_: · · _.,. and doctc;,rs a~e available· with- cants and authorize medical 
Utili'ze for" Fort'. Berthold In- in suitable distances from the treatment, b.u t the Indians' 

., dia:ns ~he ·:·medic'ai ~and· hospital relocated reservation to make choice of private physician and 
faGilities:; of the'·.Jndfans· cho.6s- it possible for the Indians to get hospitar will. be pretty. much 
iiig.,. in· iowns hear the reserva- giood-medical attention. . their own,. Dr.-. Van Sandt· said.· 
~ion ·in most:'_cases. Where spe- The doctor· pointed out that T,he major limiting factor, he • 
cia] care- is• required,. hospitals tne plan would give 'the Indians said, • would be ,in _keeping the • 

__:::::::::========-::--:~-~__;;____:~~~-=-:..::_.:.:_:.:_;_ __ .:.:. _..:. -'-~-=-~~--==-=-======-1 cost of transportation to hospital 
f and medical. facilities within a 
I reas0nable figure. • . 

Dr. Van Sandt said: a survey 
made among doctors and hos-

., pitals, in, the area surrounding 
the reservation showed a de~ 
cidedly favorable attitude to
ward the plan. - -, •· • • 

I He point~d out; h~w~v~r: 
' that cooperation·on a .standard_ 

plan· on a. siate-wide:_-level is' 
sough,t io give the Indian more 
·freedom in selecting ·his medi
cal -~nd h~spital care·.. --. . • 

Per-patient figures- being con
sidered in carrying out the plan c 
are not as low. as_ those paid c
fo~ welfare· cases, . the dqctor 1 

, said, but they -~m have. to pe :.: 
based on actual hospital and Iii 
medic~l co~ts, without profit, in 
order _riot . to skyrocket . the cost 
of the program· to --the point 
where it wouldn't be·.wor~able. 

1 
-: He said he ·expected··the riui:n

_ber of patients ·treated~ during 
the • f~st f~w y~ars under. the 
program would be considerably 
-above the number now treated 
at. the~ liospita(,a~: Elbqw·o9ds_. 
He obserYed • that'. a., backlog. of 

"'.+ndia~. cases requiring hospita( 
t ~nd medical care had developed 
tih. the past few year:s. However; 
)he _exp~cted the- cost_ii!,the lqng 
• run.· would .not exceed that : of. 
:.maintaining a ~eparate hospital 
~for reservation. Indians. -- • 
·--~By' tcyi~g· out ·the ·pla~ in ad-
v~:ri,ce _ of actual flooding of· the 
pre~ent hospital, the lridian -·af
fairs •· commission:. would get a 
good··cidea qf how·'. the new.3 prQ~ 
gram- ~would. work; lie p·ointed· 
'9ut. If it do~~n't work, there·wm 
.still, be time to .. arrive at some 
·o~- §O)ti.tion. :::- . • ~ - , • 
-1~~ - l_!lalie-·rt ~ork, . .he • empha-. 
~1zeci _;'the n~ed . of. full coop era- fi 
p~n,oi ·N?!.th_ Dakot~'s hosp!ta~s 
an(:\ l)llr~~_!~~r ,,~ : . : ' ~· _. 
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