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Febiuvary 25, 1256
Honoraole James E. Murray 0/
Chairman
Committee on Iuterior and Insular anlrl/
United States Senate
Washiagton, D, T

Dear Mr. Chairrman:

The Indian Claims Commission will expire April 10 1858, and
I understand that your Committee is now considering . K. 556€ to extend the life

of the Commission. Stawdivg Roek TIndiaw A‘H’f‘-'ﬁ";f

I favor extensifm of the life of the Commissgion since it has not
completed the assigned tagk of g/ttling once and for all the claims of Indian Trives.
The Sisseton and Wahpeton Sigfx are citizens of my State. as are the Turtle
Mountain Banil of Chippewas./ Together they mumber about ¢ 000 Indians. They
have filed several claims founded upon ori_ inal Indian title. Until these claims
are finaily disposed of there is litile proppect taat our efforts to womk out plans
for rehabilitation and ultlmate assin ilation of these ludians may e accomplished.

I am advised that the Department of Justice has su gested
ithat H. i, 556€ be modified to include lan ua ¢ waich would el inate all claims
vased on original Indian title. In the 75th Couyress I was 2 member of the
Senate Commitiee on Indian Aifairs which considered the legislation which ultimately
pecame the Indian Claims Commission Act. 1 uaderstood then that the purpose of
the Indian Claims Commission Act was to dispose of all Indian claims. One of
the examples ciied to us ia the legislative materials was the claim of the Sisseton
and Wahpeton Tribe of Sioux Indians of North Dakota -a claiw Lased on original
Indian title. ¥ the language proposed by the Department of Justice becones law,
It would mean that the claims of the Indians of my State. with very wminor exceptions,
would be dismissed vy the Indian Claims Commission as beyond its jurisdiction.
The purpose of the Act would be defeated.

The Indians of my State are entitled to their day in Court. Thelr
claims should be heard and determined so that they may know once and for all where
they stand.

More than nine years has passed since the Indian Claims Com -
mission Act vecame law. In that period much work has been done and substaantial



fHlonorable James L. Murray -8~ Feoruary 25, 1956

sums of trival money have e spent ' ﬂi@ p_r,epp,rbﬂ;m of the claims for trial.
All this was in reliance on a law of the United States.” It seems to me that the
integrity and good name of the Government is involved here. We ought not de -

prive this American minority of the opportunity for a hearing.

I oppose any language which would impair or diminish the
jurisdiction of the Indian Claims Commission , and I favor extension of the life
of the Indian Claims Commission without amendment.

With kindest regards, I am

Sincerely,

WL:imh
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