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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

FORT BERTHOLC1 INDIAN Ac.ENCY 

NEW TOWN, NORTH DAKOTA 

MAY 31, 195.5 

HoN. USHE~ L. BuRDICK 
HousE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Mv DEAR MR. BuRotcK: 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

REFERENCE IS MAOE TO YOUR LETTER DATED MAY 26TH, RELATIVE TO 
THE REQUEST OF JAMES BLACK DoG IN WHICH HE A8K8 YOU Te INVESTIGATE 
THE DETERMINATION OF THE HEIRSHIP IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 0~ 
OWL WOMAN, FORT BERTHOLD ALL9TMENT 3.58. HE FO~WAR0£0 TO YOU A COPY 
OF THE PETITION FOP. REHEA~ING FILED BY LAURA COTTONWOOD (PROBATE 
11228-54 C-100-5_5). MRe BLACK DoG FURTHER ADVISES YOU THAT MA~TIN 

Fox OF NEW TowN IS ENTITLED TO ALL THE ESTATE OF OWL WOMAN BUT GAVE 
NO REASON NEITHER Oto HE STATE THE RELATIONSHt~ ~F MAATIN Fox Te· 
OWL WOMAN• THE PETITION FO~ REHEARl~G FILED BY LAURA COTTONWOOD 
WAS DENIED ANO SHE WAS ADVISED THAT SHE HAD AN ADDITIONAL 60 DAYS 
IN WHICH TO APPEAL THt8_0£CISION TOT~ SacM&TA~Y OF TH£ INTERIO~. 
PROBATE OF TH£ ABOVE ESTATE WAS COMPLETED BY JULY 19, 1954, ANO 
SHOWS THAT MART IN FOX fltECE I VED AN UNDIVIDED 1 / 4TH INTEREST IN TH I 8 

ESTATE av VlfltTUE OF THE FACT THAT HIS MOTHER, YELLOW PAINT WOMAN. 
INHERITED A 1/2 INTEREST IN THIS ESTATE OF WHICH THE HUSBANDe 
WHITE F1NGE~ NA1Le INHE~ITEO A 1/2 AND MARTIN Fox, A &ON, 1/2 
INTEREST AGGREGATING EACH 1/4 INTEREST IN THE ENTIRE ESTATE• THE 
OTHER HElfltS TO THIS ESTATE ARE VEfltY NUMEROUS ANO WOULD AP~EAR THAT 
IT WOULD NOT BE NECESSARY TO LIST THEMe THERE ARE THlfltTV-THREE 
OTHER HEllllt8o 

MA~TIN Fox WAS FURNISHED A COPY OF THIS FINAL OETE~MINATION 
TO THIS ESTATE ANO WAS ALSO ADVISED IN WAITING THAT HE 60 DAV& IN 
WHICH TO FILC A PETITION FOA REHEARING IN THE EVENT H£ WAS NOT 
SATISFIED WITH THIS OECt8tON. MA. Fox COMES TO OUflt OFFICE QUITE 
FREQUENTLY ANO HE HAS NEVER EXPRES8EO HIS DISSATISFACTION OVEA THE 
DETERMINATION OF THIS ESTATE ANO IT WOULD AP~EAR THAT HE ta SATl8-
FIEOe fN ANY EVENT THIS 60 DAY WAITING PE~IOD IN WHICH TO FIL~ 
AN AP~EAL EXPIRED ON 8EPTEMBE~ 26• 19.540 AT THE NEXT VISIT 0~ 
MARTIN Fox TO THIS OFFICE, WE WILL TAKE UP THIS MATTER WITH HIM Te 
SEE JUST WHAT HIS WISHES ARE IN THIS CASEe 

cc - AREA DIRECTOR, ABERDEEN 
CoMMIS~fONEA OF INDo AFFAIRS 
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