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ROLLA, NORTH DAKOTA
Mey 11, 1950

Honorable Williem Langer N -7
Senator from North Dakota 1, / X
Senate Office building
Washington, D. C. e J

Deer Senator:

For your informetion I am enclosing & mimeogrephed
copy of certein remarks I made reletive to rehabilitation
of Nerth Dekota Indisns. If you find time to read the
same I would appreciate your criticel comments on the

subject.
Sincerely,
Y] X h-
% =
John E. Hart
1w

BUY ‘‘DAKOTA MAID'’ FLOUR



Remarks made by John B, Hart, Executive Director of North Dakota
Indian Affairs Commics’si, o, the lbuntain States Regional leeting
May 5, 1950, at Ranid Sity, Sonth Doketa.

Miss Gifford, Mr, Bennet, Ladies and Gentlemen: I have been asked
to give a ten minute talk diszcussing how this relocation program may
affect state and local leveis of government.

As stated in the Hoover Commission Report, assimilation must be
the dominant goal of public policy. On this point there can be no doubt,
Indian people are almost unanimous in wanting to master and benefit from
the culture of our times. They want to be able to live as reasonably
prosperous non-Indians do. They do not want toc be 19th century story-
book Indians. They want their children to live as other people live,

The only question we have to answer is how can this publiec policy
best be implemented, liost of us feel that relocation realistically
administered with a thorough understanding of what causes local
prejudices and an eliuniracicn ¢f these causes will produce the tang-
able results we desire. If relocation fails, we are going to be just
about forced to agree with those who claim the only solution is total
elimination of the Indian Bureau,

Prejudice againcst the Indians actually exist, This is not a theory;
it is a fact. To spend out time questioning whether or not there
should be prejudice is like wasting time debating whether or not we
should pay taxes.

Historically rclisi and hospitalization of the indigent has been
the responszibtility of The local real estate tax payers. These local
tax paiers had a Large degree of control over expenditures and were
eble o soe uhere their tex dollar went, Then, as today, every local
aimilistrator, as a political necessity, must exert every effort to
vraver.s thelr taxpayers from being "stuck" with relief expenditures

wners the same can be done legally or otherwise, The fact that our



state couris ha y . poiitical subdivision
was 1o bs Tsiuckt e in dusedlf avidence of the feeling of the local
people, Criminal ortatufes rvre bDecn and proovabls wilil contianus ToO

be used for the prcteciior of innal faxpayers vioe are fearful cof
additional tax burcens.

The feeling that t!'z Indians are the responsibility of the Indian
Bureau is deeplyv engrained a the trinxing cf local administrators and
especially local tax veyer:.. <They kunow that the allotment land owned
by the Indians urd Tndian tribes is ta: exempt. They know that the
Indian on the reservation is eantitled to hospitalimetion, relief and
education at governmen?t experze. They huve heard that in the State of
Nebraska legal action wes =u: %36 2 few years ago to rorce the local
taxpayers to take care ol tae relie® s ~ff-reservaticn Indians. They
know that® the Bureau won Uy wsinz legal action Lz Lhe states of New
Mexizo and Arizona,

Yes; the local taipasurs visw wiia alarm the relocation program

that so far promisecs caly scvial hesedaches and sdditiocrel tax Lurdens.
They sre fearivl <-at tre lozal tax collector is going to reach into
their billfold for the few remeining dellars they have been able to

salvaege for “hat rainv day.

b

Tre Incisn ia ~onscinas of o~ fach tha® he is not welcomed by the
taxpayere of the county. e and ki Triends have Leen told to go back
to the rescvvation oy the local we fare agencies. They know the answer
will be il sane din the future elthough Congrics telle them they are

citizens and bhe swabs Tsw resldontiai rejuiremants have been met,

They ¥aov whey will find Shemselvez in jail as vagrarts if they do not

ratnre to the reservation, The local taxpayers will not be "stuck" if
Le can prevent iT.

i we are to sccomplist snything along bthe lincs of relocation,

we are poing to have ©o let the gquestici: ¢f right and wrong, theory,



idealism; eguarily, > the time being at
least. We have a situation L2 “eal wivh, nct a baeory or a question
of constitutional law. We must accept as a maic- premise the fact
that local administrators and taxpayers do not want additional relief
burdens or the possibility of additional relief expenditures. The
relocation program as now outlines presents this possibiliuy,

Ve must accept as a fact and as a second mgjcs preomi=c that in
certain fields of employment other laborers do ncw liks tnc idesa of work-
ing with Irndians. Within the last two weeks the employment representative
of the largest mine in the state of South Dakota told me that many of
the laborers resented going to the same showers with Indian or llexican
empioy=es and that the only policy, in order to keep peace in the family,
iz Lo jnst not employ the Indians if there is any way of avoiding it

"he present relocation program appears to me to be like a weather
vane~-pointing in the right direction because of the pressurc of the
Fcover Keport and the wind of popular demand, but it lacks the power of
going forward and dealing with realitiess Like so many programs for the
Indians, it has no follow=up or follow-through. The Hoover Report
suggests that the follow-up include assistance to the local governments
so as to eliminate the resistance which is real and important to the
Indian applying at the local welfare offices Why is it that the Indian
Bureau budget estimate for 1951 in the state of North Dakota alone
amounts to $340,000 for welfare services for Indians on reservations,
but no*" cne dollar for the human being that does not hanpen te want to

be 2 1Yith century story=book Indian? Why is it that the 1051 estimates

fer Vorth Dakota include $423,779 for reservation hospitalization but

net cra Collar for the sick cff-reservation Indian or his fenily who
tensiony to be a sell-gupporting American? I precsume that the

acswer L osp asual that some local taxpayers will get "ntuck! or the

indzae and ils family will somehow find their way be:k o the reser-



vaticn ror that necessary car .1 Lhey could have just as well received
without such unnecessary expensive travel,

Without hesitation or mental reservation I will say that in my
opinion the present relocation program is going to fail unless and until
the Indian Bureau recognizes the realities of local resistance. Why is
it that we cannot give the Indian off the reservation the same advantages
he receives on the reservation? For the Indian who wants to leave the
reservation, lets neutralize the pressure of lcual officials foreing him
to return during pericds of adversity. Lets taks zuwsy the premium of
returning to the blanket; but, if he does return %c the blanket, lets at
least be honest and direct our criticism toward the agency which con=-
tinues to ignore these prejudices, and not at the individual person who
happens to be the victim, Lets give him the c<eme chance that we our-
selve: Cumand as a right.

Lets prove to the world that an American attempting to live off
the rsservotion can and will secure as good hcieing as do the other
citizens of this democracy. Lets eliminate our dump-ground shack
towns and make the lives of these people at leasg®t American, In this
city, Rapid City, within taxi distance of each of us, is disgraceful
evidence of the shameful way true Americans are trea*ted., Tiue Americans
who are attempting to do as we are doing---car=uing 2 1iving so that we
can send our children to public schools. If you are Tiuly interested
in relocation end iI you oty want to kaow the facts, visit the dumpe
grounds of your cwn home town, and there you vill =ee the home of these
Americans. Then you will see for ycourself th: hones of those who are
trying to be full fledged BAmericang=—not 19th centur;” «“nry-book Indians,

Will veour conscience nermit vou to tolerate the condi®’ s under which

<
i
'

Lcans exist? Thank you,
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