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Remarks made by Jo B. ,ec t· e • ec or of North Dakota 
Indian Affairs C;::1:1.ubs::_ -:.:-,. ;, ~ the M1mntai.n States Regional !-feeti11g 
May 5, 1950, at Ra.~,i::. City: 8cwt+-h Dokotao 

Miss Gifford: Iviro Bennet, Ladie3 and Gentlemen: I have been asked 

to give a ten minute talk d~zcussing how this relocation program may 

affect stat~ and local levels of government . . 
As stated in the Hoover Commission Report, assimilation must be 

the dominant goal of public policy. On this point there can be no doubt. 

Indian people are almost unanimous in wanting to master and benefit from 

the cul tu.re of our times.. They want to be able to live as reasonably 

prosperous non-Indians do. They do not want to be 19th century story­

book Indians. They viant their children to live as other people live. 

The only question we brive to answer is how can this public policy 

best be implementedo Host of us ieel that relocation realistically 
I 

administered with a thorough undorstanding of what causes local 

prejudices and an el1'-:i1 .. :.r.::1tj_cn cf these causes will produce the tang­

able results we desir2: If relocation fails, we are going to be just 

about forced to agree with those -who claim the only solution is total 

elimination of the Indian Bureaue 

Prejudice against the Indians actually exist. This ie not a theory; 

it is a fact. To spend out time questioning whether or not there 

should be prejudice is like ·,:,.,a sting -t.lme deba tirtg whether or not "'18 

should pay taxes,, 

Historically rc:-:..~_0; and }~cspi talization of the indigent has been 

the respor:.:?.ib.:.li.ty of -~he :_i_or:~al real estate tax payers. These local 

tax pa/er j >..J.d cJ. :a:cg 1·3 deg:reE. of control over expendi tu.res and were 

,::r-lc ~ •. ::;·: ,: '°1b::rr-; tL.eir ti:iX dollar want. Then, as today, every local 

£1 ~~:L:.lf:t::.--.:-,.t,or, as a political necessity, must exert every effort to 

:_; ·ev,.:r·. ::, t .. ~eh' taxpayers from being 11stuck 11 with relief expenditures 

Y •• i-J.dT"'.'; -ch·-3 same can be clone legally or other,dse. The fact that our 
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be used for t!i.e pr.__·. t,(:)•:.·:,:i.o· . ·if :1 r:•;,-,J :··'.1:X::'B.Y<.ffS 1-·1i1.0 ,:.'':'8 fea:rL_,1"1_ of 

addi tiona1 tax blli"'c~e:1s 

The feeling that t'l:-.s ..:..r:uia1.13 a:·e the responsibility of the Indian 

Bureau is d~srly engrained ::.:1 the thir.:kj_r.,g cf loc8.: administrators and 

especially local tax \X:-.yAr :, c.r Thoy ~-c:wv✓ that the allotment. land owned 

by the Indians ,:,i~~c: Tn.-7.:i..an t ... .i.bes i;:; ta.:: cxem;n:.o They knov, that the 

Indian on the res 0 ·•:·va·~,20:'l i:~ ~n.t·:._t,_0d to bospi.tali~e.-:.ior.i, :r·e1~_ei' anci 

education at gover:-1men··~ ::-:i;:.::y~:.· ~~G 0 Tbey b.::..ve heard that in the Sta tc of 

Mexico and Arizona! 

that so far pr-,J1r..i:-~1::::.; cn:._:r ::<:·.-:.a.i.. heF.daches !J.;.10 aJditL,r.,.c:.l t.::i.x burdens~ 

Tr-ey 2re fear:i.\:]. -· :-.... t tre 3 c,.--;aJ -cax 00:le :;+,oI· is goine; t0 reach into 

salvage :i:' or -·~hat ec1.J.ny-~1a:_y (') 

Tte !nc.~:--·.n :i_r; '1)i'.l3.'. 1_·;',l;'"; c•f J a,,_ '. t:1-:1 -;-, he is not welcomeJ by the 

taxpa3-ers of +,he :1:01.mt--r,, lb 1:,r./J. L:. -- -~r1 r;nds ha'7o ~Jeen told to go bac1<: 

to th·· rr-.s,,···y,"Lciort rJY the L'.lCa~ 1,,1e=_fa_re 2.ger..:ieP.. They know t.he answer 
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least,, 1,,Je have a sj tua tion :.,::; ·-'.o:il 1~:1-T,11,. nc L a t.?1eory or a question 

of constitutional la-w. We must accept as a w.ajo:"' :,_E·emise the fact 

that local administrators and taxpayers do not want- C1dditional relief 

burdens or the possibility of additional relief expend_itUJ~es. The 

relocation program as now outlines presents this pc st~ibili·ty i, 

He must accept as a fact and as a second m.o~c _;: rj:-or:~:: ... :-~1; that in 

certain fields of employment other laborers do no"'~ 15.ke T-nr:. ir},,a of t-1ork­

ing with Indians .. Within the last two weeks the employ:nent representative 

of t!1e laTgest mine in the state of South Dakota told me that many of 

the laborers resented going to the same showers with Indian or Eexica~ 

em1J.cy:::':es and that the only policy, in order to keep peace in the family, 

2.s ·.:.o j11st not employ the Indians if there is any way of avoiding it. 

'='~ tf ~::r:;.--3sent relocation program appears to me to be like a weather 

vanc-~po~n~ing in the right direction because of the pressure of the 

Eoove~ Report and the ~ind of popular demand, but it lacks the power of 

going for~ard and dealing with realities. Like so ~any programs for the 

Indians.,· it has no follow-up or follow-through. The Hoov·er Report 

suggE,sts that the follew-up include as-sistance tb the local governments 

so as to eliminate the resistance which is real and important to th~ 

Indian applying at the local t-,elfare office~ Why ·is it that the Indian 

Bureau budget estimate for 1951 in the state of North ~akota alone 

amounts to $340,000 for welfare services for Indians on reservations, 

but no-1-, one dollar for the human being that does not ha:9pen to want to 

be a JS i:",h century story-book Indian? Why is it that the ::i_9~1 estitr,.ates 

fc:.. .. F::-i~:·th Dakota include ~~423, 779 for '."0servation b.00:ri +,ali7:8.tion but 

iJo·'- r: PP {~-.---~.:.s.r for the sick r±.'f-reserrn. tion Indian 0.-r r.ts f2ni..:..y ·who 

.: -~ ':-:·L-:: ~;/::,:•.:1.-J. to be a se:.·-~ ...;1.'.pporting American? I p:--es·1:;me -~·,hat the 

at_;~ 1.,r·-:· .·.:.:: n:: ~"i.sual that some local taxpayers will ge~ .:tuck 1' er t.:-1e 

.imL .. ar: a1; :i '.L· s family will somehow find their way L8 ~:.k t-o the reser-



va ti n. 1·•').:.' that. C ,:, d. C __ ( ne could have just as w L- ,ceived 

without such unnecessary expensive travel. 

Without hesitation or mental reservation I will say that in my 

opinion the present relocation program is going to fail unless and until 

the Indian Bureau recognizes the realities of local resistance. Why is 

it that we cannot give the Indian off the reservatio!'l the same advantages 

he receives on the reservation? For the Indian who wants to leave the 

reservation, lets neutralirn the :;;,ressure of lc•:cL. officials forcing him 

to return during ::.f,ric'·ds of adversity. Lets tak. ~ ·:•J8.Y the premium of 

returning to the blanket; but, if he does return ~0 the blanket, lets at 

least be honest and direct our criticism toward t:1c agency which con• 

tinues to ignore these prejudices, and not Ett thJ individual person who 

happens to be the victim. Lets give him the ~a~0 chance that we our-

selve:· c:.vma:r.i.d as a right. 

:A'?"GC prove to the world that an American 'lttempting to live off 

the r;:;s ,rvction can and will secure as good h(:,,u:•;_ng !1'3 do the other 

ci tizer:i.s ol this democracy. Lets eliminate our d11t11p-§,·:i.·.)·J_nc. ~h-,.-:k 

towns and make the lives of these people at least Amer:i~an,, In this 

city, Rapid City, \-Ji thin taxi distance of each of 11.s Y j_s disg:t&.(!eful 

evidence of the s:b .. .ameful ·way true Am.er;_cans a:-e t;;-ea"'.jede ~i·ue Americans 

who -are attempting to do as we are doing~-,-ear-1ing e. 1iv:Lng so that we 

can send our children t.o 1Jublic schooJ.s c If yoi::.. :::r(:; -~:.: '.llY interested 

in reloca tfon an.d :.f y--.11 c:. 1i_: __ y .'b.ff(, t0 1c10vi th2 fn_rt.s .· v·isi t the dump­

grounds of yo"'.J..!' own home kitin., and tte:re yr.u 1,•~_l.J r:'88 the home of these 

Americans a ~:·:e yo;,1 will se f:..r yc:::.:·sclf th=· b·:•.,1.es of those who are 

trying to ":)2 full fJ.edged. ~-:.n,:,:r~J;b.m:!-••not 19th centur;, ~--:-,ory-book Indians. 

1·.J"l"!. y0 1x c m.:·:::;_er:('c ""'.'e~:--rr'. -t. ··:-ou to tolerate the conc.i·\.'.::.1~ under which 

Thank you. 
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