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Fort Berthold Indians on the War Path o
SGhvir Aw Wl L. 3 — M, f“‘ 29, s94 "
The Fért Bethold Indians are aroused over the manner in whlch

the payments for the lands to be taken for a Garrison dam reserveir is
being handled, It seems that this act of congress was not approved 'by the
_indians in a AT fc led electiom, but that a resolution agreeing to the
settlement was taken around house to house. Many who signed up wanted to
withdraw when they found out {3t what the resolution meant,

These Indians mo%ose what is being done by their tribal Business
Council and the Indian Bureau have organized among themselves, representing
a complete majority of the Indians on that reservation, and have selected the
following Indjans as their committee men:

Oscar Burr, Persey Rush, Rufus Stevenson, and Jim Black Dog ‘
These representatives appear to have the ful) backing of the dw
Indians., Their first job was to secure\?.Wr attorneys to handle their
casse The regular approved attonrms‘y for the Tribal Business Committee
of course could not properly represent them , as he is on the side of the
Business Council and the Indian Bureaw, The above named commitee did succed
in gettsng attorneys and selec‘%_claude L. Dawson( Known in North Dakota
as NDad Daulon), and Tom Busha of Montana, both american legion mem as ¥® 44

w y Rush,
One of the great points of dissatisfactiom is that when the
agreement to part with their lands was%odied in the resolutiom, no mineral
rights were reserved except coal. Of course at that time no one had heard of
0il, but inasmuch as the government purcnased this land for a resemir,
they did not purchase it for oil rights. The consideration is gilent om
oil' rights, and it is a question of law whether the government can

SegoFicaie
clajm any oilg rlg‘hts since they did noﬁsuy 0il rights. This o0il interes*®

o 3 . 'y
may amount to millions &f 0il production keeps coming in as it has in that



s T 4
Md may mean many times the value of this land as fixed in the

resolution that was privately circulated approving th goyemment offer.
b BT ek b e deraeig] FnT, WHETICK

of the government offer, and @thether any oilf riner sold by the

Indians with their knowledge, and @m accounting of what money the Tribal

Business Council has spent since the circulation of this resolution of

approval. |

Having set up their omn attorneys to represmt"ﬁ)en, this commitee
will soon be on the road home to give an acount of their action to the Indians

who are signq'ng up to back them in this effort. If successful, it is believed
(Eféufuﬁiig/
that the return of these oil rights wi ean many billions to these Indianse



o T

‘
This commitee of Indians have had , they say, aglm]%experience in
Washington. They have tried time after time to get some understanding with
the Indian Bureau and the Department of Interior, but they have been given

the usual Washington run-a-around. f‘eferred and referred with nothing
done. They feel now according to their statement this afternoom that

they are up against a solid wall in d.eaging with th@' 7Business council
backed by the Indian Bureau and the regular approved attorney for the tribe
and that the action they have taken is the only method available to them
to make an attempt to protect the rights of the Indains én

that reservation.
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