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52 THE STUDENT

the presentation. Among these were our two
friends, John and Thomas. So we may be sure
that they watched the Triumph of Peace with
great interest.

King Charles’ masque was presented fifteen
days later. It was a patriotic play called
“Coelum Britannicum.’” The words had been
written by Thomas Carey; the stage effects had
been prepared by the indefatigable Inigo Jones,
and the music composed by Mr. Lawes. The
affair was almost as magnificent as the omne
given by the lawyers two weeks before; and
was even more enjoyable to the boys, since this
time they were not mere spectators. They were
greatly attracted by the music, the splendid
costumes, the dances and the applause. They
declared that there was no fun like a masque,
and immedietly began teazing that they might
have one of their own. They talked over the
scheme with Mr. Lawes, who was their music-
teacher, and the more they talked the more en-
thusiastic they became. There was nothing
unreasonable in their desire. DMasques in priv-
ate houses were not infrequent in those times.
Indeed only the summer before Mr. Lawes had
arranged one in honor of their own grand-
mother, the Countess-Dowager of Derby, and
it had been successfully performed at her
country house at Harefield. '

It was not long before their father gave his
consent. As it ha.ppened he had recently been
appointed Lord President of Wales, and the
following summer he was to take up his official
residence at Ludlow Castle, on the Welsh bor-
der. There were to be elaborate exercises of
inauguration, and he told the boys that if they
could get Mr. Lawes to help them they might
get up a masque as a kind of complimentary
entertainment for their new neighbors. With
great glee the boys began planning with their
teacher. Many things had to be arranged.

Music must be composed, costumes prepared,
parts arranged, rehearsals held, stage setting
designed, invitations issued. But, of course,
the first thing was to get the masque itself.
Music and costumes and scenery would depend
on the libretto. Towhom should they turn for
this important part of their entertainment?
Mr. Lawes it doubtless was who suggested the
name of his learned friend, Mr. John Milton,
who had recently graduated from Cambridge,
and who was now reading and writing poetry,
and enjoying a life of learned leisure at his
father's house at Horton. Surely he would be
just the one. The boys had heard of him, for
he had contributed a part—and by far the pret-
tiest part—of the masque at their grand-
mother’s the summer before. They accordingly
fell in heartily with Mr. Lawes’ suggestion and
begged him to see his friend without delay. To
this the musician agreed and a few days later
brought word that Mr. Milton had consented.

During the summer of 1634 the family of the
Earl of Bridgewater moved to Ludlow Castle.
This was one of the largest and most magnifi-
cent castles in England. Its origin was lost in
the dim past, but it had been an important post
ever since the conquest. Many a king engaged
in border warfare had sought the protection of
its thick walls. Here the two young princes,
little Edward and his royal brother, had passed
their childhood until they went to London to
meet death in the Tower, by order of their
wicked uncle, Richard III. Here Sir Philip
Sidney, the idol of Queen Elizabeth's court,
lived in childhood, and over the inner gate,
which Philip’s father, Sir Henry Sidney, had
built, was carved the latter’'s name and the arms
of the Sidueys combined with those of Eliza-
beth. Full of interest and historical association
were all the portions of the great castle—its
frowning towers, its deep moat, its dark dun-
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geons, its strange old circular chapel, and its
many magnificent halls, wainscotted with rare
oak carvings and hung with richly pictured
tapestries.

It was some time after the arrival of the fam-
ily before all the preparations were completed.
Meanwhile John and Thomas and their sister
Alice, to whom important parts had been as-
signed, were spending considerable time each
day in study and rehearsal. Then Lawes came
down from ILondon, bringing a company of
trained musicians, and preparations began in
earnest. Costumes and stage settings were ar-
ranged and all the participants were carefully
drilled. Finally on the twenty-ninth of Sep-
tember all was in readiness. Invitations had
been sent out to the chief families of the
neighborhood; and anxious alike to do honor to
l.he' new Lord President, and to behold the
elaborate spectacle, the like of which had never
been seen before in their western country, large
numbers responded.

We can easily imagine the picture. The
spacious hall iscrowded. At the appointed time
the earl and countess enter amid great applause
and take their seats. The music at once strikes
up and soon the curtain rises. The scene is a
dark forest. The first one to come upon the
stage is Lawes himself, who takes the partof a
good spirit sent down from Heaven to guard
and help the innocent. Changes of scene fol-
low. There are comic elements, and sweet
songs and complicated dances. When the boys
and their sister appear there is great applause,
and their hearts thump so hard in their ex-
citement that they almost forget their lines.
And so the masque proceeds.

Would you know more about it? Then get
down the works of Milton; look in the index
for Comus—A Masque, and read it through.
Vou will find in it some beautiful poetry, and

much high and noble thought. The more you
study it the better you will like it,and the more
grateful will you be to those two boys who so
long ago got up the scheme to have a masque
and arranged that the learned Mr. Milton
should write the words. V. 8.

% % %
MY VISIT

In the fall of 1891 I made a visit in Erie
county, New York, at a .place sixteen miles
south of Buffalo, where my parents and I were
born.

My grandfather’s home is near the valley of a
small river called the Eighteen Mile Creek.
This stream, after flowing about fifty miles, en-
ters Lake Erie a short distance below Buffalo.
Although it is so short yet into it flow a number
of little rivulets which have cut deep channels
from their sources in small springs on the hill-
sides.

One day a friend of mine and myself while
wandering about in one of these ‘‘gulfs’” or
“gullies” as they are called there discovered a
small crack in the rock and detected a very
rank odor pervading the vicinity, and when we
stood a little distance away, we noticed that the
air had a bluish appearance. When we reached
home we told grandfather about the hole we
had found and he explained to us that it had
been known for the last forty years.

The next day he went with us and lit a match
and held it down to the hole in the rock; he
had scarcely held it there a second before a blue
flame burst forth. He told us that sometimes
it would burn a month without going out.

On our way home from the ‘‘burning spring”
grandfather explained how the hole had hap-
pened to be discovered and that the flame was
caused by gas which was constantly escaping.

Before he had finished telling about the spring
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we arrived at a beautiful bend in the river from
which we could see the waterrippling along and
then suddenly dropping out of sight. After we
had proceeded a little farther we noticed a
waterfall about fifty feet from brink to foot.
The small column of water was converted into
mist long before it reached the rocks below.

At length we reached the bottom of the “gulf”’
by a well beaten path which has been made by
the many tourists who wvisit this place an-
nually, Here we looked up and beheld a very
beautiful sight, for the sun was shining throngh
the mist and forming many little rainbows;
while above and behind this we could see the
great pine forest swaying in the light spring
breeze.

Many a time after this I visited the places
alone, but no matter now often I went, I never
grew tired of them; but the next year when I
ecame home and settled down on a farm in this
monotonous prairie region, I became homesick
in less than three weeks, and often since then
have I longed to be back among the hills and
beautiful green forests, not only green in the
suminer but all the year round.

'GEORGE BAKER,
Preparatory.

LB
SCIENCE AND PROGRESS

The present is an age of progress. Never be-
fore in the history of the world has the advance
of civilization been so rapid. The past fifty
years constitute a new epoch in human society
which is marked by some of the gr atest attain-
ments the world has ever known. Intooue day
of this new period has been crowded the work
of years and the results have been proportion-
ally great.

What is it that has made our age so different
from past ages? The answer is plain. Iu science

we have found the key to knowledge. Science
is the characteristic feature of the age; it is the
basis upon which the present civilization is
built.

The idea of progress was never entertained by
the ancients. When the Arabs were asked
where the sun went at ulght, and
whether it was new every day, they replied that
such a question was childish and entirely be-
yond the reach of human investigation. As late
as 1842, any attempt to determine the composi-
tion of the heavenly bodies was regarded by
Comte as utterly hopeless. Today who will
1limit the possibilities of science?

Let us look for a moment at the condition of
a scientist at the beginning of the Christian era.
In those days it needed courage to face and in-
vestigate nature’s secrets. Nature herself was
hidden under a veil of mystery and darkest su-
perstition, and the few who tried to pierce this
darkness were looked upon as magicians and
sorcerers. In Greece and Rome school after
school went down in the vain endeavor to get a
hearing for the theories which they had founded
upon reason and common sense. Socrates, the
wisest of them all, was put to death on the
charge of being an irreverent, impious atheist.

During the Middle Ages the battle between
truth and superstition still raged. Roger Bacon
was imprisoned for twenty years and the read-
ing of his books forbidden. In order to force
Galileo to retract his advanced theories of the
solar system he was brought before the ingnisi-
tion and finally put to the torture. It was not
until the latter part of the 17th century that the
mass of the people began to awake to the fact that
nature is governed by laws, and that we live in
a world of order and unity.

Even at the present day many people regard
science as something mysterious; others as
something which has to do merely with physics,
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chemistry, or astronomy. They never think of
it as a method of research which may be applied
to any department of life. Science is, in fact,
nothing but common sense. Prof. Huxley, in
his third lecture on the origin of species, shows
that the man who finds the parlor window open,
the silver gone, the mark of a dirty hand on the
window sill and that of a boot outside, and con-
cludes from this that a thief has broken into the
house, arrives at that conclusion by the same
method of reasoning as that employed in inves-
tigating the deepest secrets of nature. Science
is knowledge based on the accurate observation,
record, and classification of facts. From data
thus obtained a general statement is deduced
which is called a scientific law. Any subject so
treated becomes a science, whether mental,
moral, social, or physical. ‘“Today we come to
nature as simple questioners, not telling her, as
did the ancients, what she mnst be, but asking
her what she is and what are her laws,”’

The results which have been obtained by this
There is no

department in life that has not received some

method of research are marvelous.

benefit. To sum up a few of the principal re-
sults of the last century we have, in biology,the
theory of evolution; in physics the theory of the
conservition of ‘energy;in chemistry, the au-
tomic theory; while practically the whole field
of electricity has been opened up within this
period. To the various applications of science
are due nearly all the comforts (now considered
necessaries) of modern civilization, as, for in-
stance, the railroans, stcamships, telegraphs,
piinting presses, agricultural implements, and
the countless inventions which make the life of
today what it is. Science has brought within
the reach of the poorest laborer advantages
which a century ago a king could not buy.

But the greatest result which can be attribu-
ted to science is its effect on the mind of man.

" learn.”

From a blind fear of nature, man has been
brought to a knowledge of her beauty and dig-
nity. He no longer looks upon her with dread,
but with reverence and humility. In the place
of cowardice, ignorance, and superstition, na-
ture has substituted bravery, wisdom, patience,
and above all, truthfulness, for it is only in as
far as man seeks truth that he is a real scientist.
Finally, in the words of Sir John Iubbock,
“the great lesson which science teaches is—how
little we know and how much there is still to
MARCIA BISBEE.

24

As a result of his work upon the United States
geological survey, Prof. Babcock will be able to
place about two hundred specimens of typigal
rock formations in the museum.

A very interesting specimen of post glacial
fish imprint from the northern part of the state
has been placed in the musenm by Mr. N. C.
McDonald of Langdon.

Mr. Martin Arnegard, one of our students,
has made an important invention in the mech-
anism of a steam engine. It consists of a new
device in the working of the governor of an en-
gine, by which throttling engines using adjust-
able cut-off may be
changed to antomatic cut-off engines,and there-
by making the engine more economical. Mr.
Arnegard has secured patents from the patent
offices of United States and Canada, and has
applied for patents from England, France, Ger-

many and Belgium.

reversing valve-gears,
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Cassimeres, Cheviots and Worsteds
Ephraim

Suits,
ranging in price from $7.50 upwards.

Brothers.
e

Our line of Dress Shirts islarge and varied,
everything thatis desired. Ephriam Bros.
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Normal ltems

MAY BAPTIE
Ed

There are now about 70 students in the Nor-
mal department.

"Tis rumored that henceforth Normals in the
senior year will be required to give orations in-
stead of essays, as heretofore.

Auna Peterson, a Normal graduate, has re-
turned and will complete the college course.
Anna is always a welcome member, socially and
as a student,

The Senior Normals were startled by the an-
nouncement that each one must write an
oration this term, the best of which shall be

delivered at Commeucement Exercises.

The Normal class of 'g8 will have four grad-
nates. Mr. Hinds, who was forced togive up
his work last spring term on account of illness,
has again assumed his studies and will be among
the graduates this year.

The following are Normals who have entered
since the holidays: Dorothy Calder, Nina
Dagg, Olive Libby, Anna McClintock, Susie
Murchie, Ellen Scherden, Emily Stuart, Mina
Stuart, Ida Otteson, Mary Allen, Emma Olson,
Anna Greenberg, Tena McKenzie, Mary Mc-
Kay. Ruby Rutledge and Alice Ward, who at-
tended last year entered at the beginning of the
winter term.

A~
What better can a student do to cultivate an
easy and graceful appearance than to take a

course of dancing at Hall’s Academy. ‘‘They

move easiest who have learned to dance.”

Our collection of swell neckwear awaits your
commands. Call and inspect, Ephraim Bros.

| Alumni et @Qlumnae

B

Miss Helen de Groat is teaching in the Hills-
boro schools.

Miss Henrietta Paulson, 'g4, will study law
in Minneapolis next year.

Miss Ella Gaffney, Normal ’97, has returned
to the University to complete the college course.

Misses Hoveland and Kildahl, both Normal
graduates, will graduate from the college de-
partment next June.

Carl Ingbert, ‘93, attended the State Educa-
tional Association and visited the U during the
Christmas holidays. Mr. Ingbert is principal
of the Tower city schools.

Rob Ray, 'g7, who is studying medicine in
Minneapolis, made a trip to North Dalkota be-
fore the holidays for the purpose of advertising
an instrument of great value to those engaged
in the practice of medicine.

Frank Douglas, 'g6, and H. G. Vick, 93,
who are studying law at Vale this year, spent
the entire three weeks of their Christmas holi-
days in New York city taking in the sights and
having a good time generally. Tley are enjoy-
ing their work very much and will undoubtedly

return to North Dakota next summer feeling

that they have had a very profitable year’s work,
‘While in New York they met Knute Arnegard
’g7, and visited classes at Columbia College.

If you want a button or brooch made from
any photo call on Bruce Duncan,dealer in cam-
eras and photo supplies, 109 N. Third St. A
complete line of buttons in stock.

Ammonium chloride and lime make one’s eyes
smart. Don’t they Martin?
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Cxchanges

Student—‘“A noisy noise annoys an oyster.”

Professor to student, who is examing an
oyster—'“What kind of mnoise
oyster?”’

annoys an

The power of influence that goes forth from
alarge body of united students to affect the
moral and social world is beyond measure.
—Ex.

In the public schools of Chicago it is found
that out of 222 pupils in the Grammar Schools,
who attained a certain proficiency, only 25 were
boys.

In Cicero—(pupil asked to read)—I only
skimmed over this lesson.

Professor—Then you ought to give us the
cream of it.

Statistics from sixty-seven colleges in thirty-
seven states show that football men stand one-
half per cent. higher in their studies than the
average of the whole college.—FEx.

Most of our students would be greatly im-
proved if they would read the exchange column
in the Deeember issue of the Wahpetonian,
which contains “‘Students’ Ten Command-

ments."’

One of the Northwestern railroads has in its
employ a graduate of two universities who
speakseight languages. Probably this is one of
our five-cent dudes upon whom a $5000 educa-

tion has been lavished.

Dr. Sargent, of Harvard, declares from his
statistics, that the students of the University
are stronger to a remarkable degree than the
average of twenty years ago. Outdoor life and

athletics are beginning to tell.
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When you learn that she cannot accompany
you to the entertainment take your own sister
or somebody’s brother. Never show your lack
of good breeding by subjecting yourself to a

young lady of second choice.—Ex.

““Vox Wesleyana’ edited by the students of
Wesley College, is one of our new exchanges.
The paper is well edited and contains many
valuable literary productions; the one entitled
‘‘Influence of Literature’ being especially fine.

Some time ago Gov. Atkinson of Georgia
vetoed the anti-football bill passed by thc legis-
lature of that state. He also severely rebuked
the legislhture for having wasted valuable time
Evidently football

is not to be abolished by a few cranks,

in such foolish legislation.

.FAVORITE STRAINS OF OUR PROFES-
SORS

W. M.—Where is My Wandering Boy To-
night?"”’

J. M.—*The Girls are all the World to Me.”

H. D.—“Let (not) the Lower Lights be Burn-
ing.”

G. T.—And Daylight Streaming Breaks the
Night Too Soon.”

L. F.—There’s no Other Way but My Way.”

M. B.—Papa’s Got a Rabbit Skin to Wrap
Baby Bunting in.”

G. 8. P.—“Forgive and Forget are the Words
I Have Spoken.”

J. K.—My Father and Mother Were Irish
and I Am."”

H. W.—“They Builded Better Than They
Knew."” (Not so in psychology).

E. B.—"All Girls Look Alike to Me.”

V. S.—‘“What Do You Hope, Dear Brother,
to Gain by a Further Delay.”

And the tribe of Benjamin waxed strongin

numbers.




