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FRED G. AANDAHL 
GOVERNOR 

The Honorable oy W. Wier 
Hou e of Representatives 
1ashington , D. C. 

Dear r . Wier : 

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA 

BISMARCK 

July 2 , 1949 

On page 3396 of t he ~arch 29 Congress ional ec ord - House, I notice t hat 
you voted for t he Lemke-Burdick amendment li iting a cquisition of l a nd 
a t Garris on Reservoir in North Dakota to 1830 fe e t . A simila r amendment 
my soon be presented fr om the floor ag in . 

May I advise t hat I a s Governor a nd s a member of t he Missouri] sin I nter­
Age ncy Co mmittee nd t he North Dakota State Water Cammi sion have l Nays 
unan imously supported t he full construction of t he 1850 level. ';!e h ve re­
pea ted made statements to Congressi onal committees t o th t effect . 

Complete co ns tru ction of t he Ga rris on pro ·ect to the 1850 foot l evel is to 
the best interest of t he state, t he basin nd the na tion for t he follow i ng 
re s ons : 

1 . Cons truction of Garri son Dam above 18J0 1 level most economic 1 
a t 3.53 per ere foot s torage . 

2 . Co s t $12 . 15 below 1830 1. 

J . Higher level will p rovide 10 to 20 pe r cent more electrical 
power . 

4. Give greater storage capacity f or irriga tion . 

5 . Hold back more water for flood control and dr y sea s on sus t ai ned 
river flow ownstream . 

6. This is not ·ust 40-ye r project but a permanent i mprovement . 
Elevati on 185 t would add about 140· years to life of reservoir 
because of increase siltation capacit r . Greatest economy in 
construction will come with origina l prepar a tion for th ,t pur­
po s e . 

?. ith thi. developme nt will come ~odest increase i n popul a tion 
a nd a l a r ger m,rket f or products of industri 1 rea s to t he 

BUY "DAKOTA MAID" FLOUR 



The Honorable Roy · ~ier - 2-

e t . orth Dakota wil rema i n an gricultura l 
f o poss i ble l i gnite co 1 indust ry . 

July , 1949 

te excep t 

Dam ge to up tream a rea ha been overst ted nd overemph sized . 
Proper y owner i n p t h of greut public wo r k mus t be compens t ed 
f or losses but c nnot st nd i n way of re n- wi de development . 

Should t h i 0 que s tion ag i n come t o t he loor or t he Hous e of Repr e ent t i ves , 
I wish t o sk your suppor t for t he ful l 1850 f oot c p cit t r r iso n . 

Sincerel yours , 

Governor 
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