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NELSON A . MASON 
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW 

EL TINGE BUILDING 

BISMARCK , NORTH DAKOTA 

·'l ovember 1, 1952 
Honor ·~le Usher L . :Burdick 
House of epresent atives In r e : liJ.1e Re.al .t1Z11.e r " c · s 
W· shington , .D . d • 

.Deai .. Congre s ~man : - J;j., fe w· deys ago ! found_ my o f:lce fille w· tl desc endants of 
our earliest kno wn .&ne r1ca.ns . '.l'wo men d come to town fro lfort Yat es and 
Cannon :B · 11, and went a.bout tl e 11 lndib.!1 Village 11 area of the South S.: de near 
the N. P , depot d gr ain el e v · tors, n 'brought several al o to see me . In 
ue iaourse t hey s id they ad become 1nt ere '"' ted · n L e ia_e · of the ndians ge t

ti J:J' a seat in uhe Legisl a t ure , a , l h · d t old them r e l a t . n , to 11 St ' t e o · ,1 · J.ne 11 
1 he letter I ad me ntione d r eads as f ollows: 

11 t · ine ' s Coat o · Mms) 11 

portr ayed 

cm .R 'SE CH 

~r · 1 2 , 1952 
11Yourrecent letter to the Governor of a.ine relati to t'epre sent at ·t ve s 

of the nd un tribes to the · ine legislature as been referred to thi 
of fi c e f or · ttention . 

11 1e 1st sentence of Se ct i on 354 of Ch ap t er 22 of the revised statutes 
o- tnaine , 1944 , reads : 1 l:3 enni· lly on the even-numbered ye 'J , on t l e 1st 
:uesday of Se t ember, the ii' J33v 11 lndian "' shc1.ll hold their e lecti on f or 

t h e choice of governor ' nd lieut enant -governor of s · d tribe , an · represen
t· tive at the leg isluture of th s t a.t e . 1 a imilar r ov sion for the Pa s a

_maquoddy tribe of lndi s · :oears n sect· on 356 of s · id cha;_ ter 22 . 1 

11 1be 1 st p aragrap h of Se c tion 2 of Chap t er 9 o the revised s t a tutes 
o · · ine , 1944, d~eals wi t h the compensation of the rep resent tives of the 
nd a.n t ribes anu re ads a.s foll ows : 1 'llJ.1e member of the Indian t ribe elected 

by it to represent t he tribe · t the biennial assembly of the legislat u ce 
shall rece ve a compensation of $200 ·or such attend nee .• 

11fuese rep rese nta.tives of the t wo Ind c:IJ'.l t ribes s t n the 1 · ine legis-
1 · ture as c onsul tcmts ,-. 1d are avail able for o:ny discussions conce _ ni lnd · un • 
However , tney are not permitte d to vote . • 

11 I f there any fur t ' e r in:orm· tion which you mi.ght desire, k ndly vise .' 

\Signed) Samuel H • .:slo sberg , .Director of Legi lat "ve Research 11 

1 t · s my recollection we h ave one over th 
b" li ties . 

befo e. but there are p o si-

We mi.~h t d" s cuss this here or n Wash:· ru: t on some h t, but the move _ere 
ap ear~ t o ~ave aroused ome genuine · ntere st . Due to ons t · tut · onal i:.<lld leg is-
l at: ve p r ovisions ome study · nd p lans m· y resul t in chc:.nge of some sor t . 

J:3e st wi she s , 
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