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Commencement Speaker 

Chief Justice Jon J. Jensen 
Jon J. Jensen, 55, was born in Grand Forks, North Dakota. He is a 1987 graduate of 
Minnesota State University Mankato, S.S. Accounting, and a 1990 graduate of the 
University of North Dakota School of Law. From August 1990 to August 1991 he was 
a judicial law clerk for Chief Justice Ralph Erickstad of the North Dakota Supreme 
Court. From August 1991 through 2013 he was in private practice in Grand Forks, 
North Dakota. During private practice he was a trial attorney, eventually migrating 
toward a practice consisting primarily of criminal and civil tax trials, and representing 
clients throughout the Midwest. He took a leave of absence from private practice 

in 2000 and 2001 to work as Tax Counsel for Northwest Airlines. He served as a special assistant attorney 
general for the North Dakota Department of Transportation (valuation litigation), State Board of Higher 
Education (tax litigation), North Dakota State University (tax litigation), and the University of North Dakota (tax 
litigation). In 2012, with his spouse, he started a new law firm located in Grand Forks, North Dakota, focusing 
on estate planning, commercial litigation and tax litigation. 

In 2013, Jon was appointed to the District Court by Governor Jack Dalrymple. He served as a trial judge for 
the Northeast Central Judicial District which consists of Grand Forks and Nelson counties. He was elected 
to that position in 2016. In 2017, Jon was appointed to the North Dakota Supreme Court by Governor Doug 
Burgum to replace Carol Kapsner following her retirement from the Court. In 2020, he was elected to a full 
ten-year term. In December 2019, Jon was elected Chief Justice by vote of the district court judges and 
Supreme Court justices and re-elected for a full five-year term in 2020. 

During law school Jon met and married Linda Bata. They share similar interests and backgrounds. Both have 
undergraduate degrees in accounting, are licensed as Certified Public Accountants, and are graduates of 
the University of North Dakota School of Law. Jon and Linda reside in Bismarck, North Dakota with Storm, 
their four-year old Doberman Pinscher. Linda and Storm are a registered therapy team and several times 
each week they visit senior living facilities and memory care facilities to perform trick dog shows as well as 
traditional pet therapy. 

HONORARY UNIVERSITY MARSHALS �~� 
The Marshals traditionally escort the degree candidates and platform personnel during the ceremony. 
They have been selected from the second and third-year students on the basis of academic excellence. 

Grand Marshal Faculty Marshal Entrance Marshals 
Krista Sauber Jacob Strinden Elizabeth Rotherham 

Charles Loken 

Charter Marshal Platform Marshal - Registrar Keaton Ostir 

Samantha Schmidt Katherine Wong Tanner Langley 

Flag Marshal Platform Marshals - Hooder Lobby Host Marshal 
Tiffany Findlay Erik Wallevand Haley Finch 

Kylee Carlin Gavin Mindt 

Candidates Marshal Inside Host Marshals 
Casey Orvedal 

Kylie Sollie Austin Eggl 
Brittney Macht 



University of North Dakota School of Law 

artha J. Amdahl 
Albany, Minnesota 
University of Minnesota 

Ashley Megan Boomgaarden 
Clearbrook, Minnesota 
University of North Dakota 

William Logan Caldwell 
Hettinger, North Dakota 
University of Jamestown 

Brooke Ashley Chilla 
Humble, Texas 
Lamar University 

a/2021 

Cassidy R. Bannes 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Ferris State University 

Theodore R. Boyer 
Fargo, North Dakota 

North Dakota State University 

Anastasija Ceklic 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

University of Manitoba 
December 2020 



Jesus Dresden 
Maricopa, Arizona 
Arizona State University 

John M. Fahrendorf 
Reno, Nevada 
University of San Diego 
December 2020 

Elise A. Fischer 
Castro Valley, California 
University of Mary 

Lacey Renae Garrison 
Saint John, North Dakota 

Kristen Angela Clow 
Grand Forks, North Dakota 
University of North Dakota 

Janessa M. Eberle 
Castle Rock, Colorado 

Colorado State University 
December 2020 

Scott J. Fahrendorf 
Reno, Nevada 

Villanova University 
December 2020 

Elizabeth Jane Fordahl 
Bismarck, North Dakota 

Minnesota State University Moorhead 

Minnesota State University Moorhead 

/////////////////////////// 



Marisa D. Gunhouse 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
University of Manitoba 

Tatiana J. Hamilton 
Fargo, North Dakota 
University of North Dakota 

John Valentine Klein Ill 
Max, North Dakota 
University of North Dakota 

Hadley Klepper 
North Hollywood, California 
California Lutheran University 
December 2020 

/////////////////////////// 

Joseph D. Hackman 
Hannaford, North Dakota 

University of North Dakota 

Kathryn Rose Jund 
Anamoose, North Dakota 

North Dakota State University 

Amanda Marie Klemetsrud 
Devils Lake, North Dakota 

Northern Michigan University 


