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February 5, 1953.

Hon. Repregentative Usher L. Burdick,
United States House of Representatives Building,
Waghington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Burdick:

I have a favor to agk of you. Mise Elizabeth McClecky, who has
been employed as a Federal Welfare Worker at Fort Yates, North
Dakota, has been recently discharged from her position there.. The
discharge date was January 22, 1953. She presented adequate facts
three months ago to answer the charges preferred against her. How-
ever , they did not notify her until December 22, 1952 of her dis-
charge, and she wag notified that she could have 10 days to appeal
her cace. Hwever, during the holidays, it was impossible to get
in contact with the Department of the Interior. Mr. George Register
and I consulted Senator Wm. Langer and he had repeated promices from
Mr. Chapman, Secretary of the Interior, that Miss McClesky would be
allowed to transfer. However, we found out that he only wade the
promises and had done nothing about it. Therefore, we have to app-
roach the new Secretary of the Interior. Senator Langer felt that
it would be much better if another representative from North Dakota
would contact the new Secretary, as he would be more favorable to yo
than he would be to him.

I have gone over the charges preferred against Miss McClesky and to
me they appear Jjuvenile, and the only reason that I could see would
be that they wished to get rid of her. One year ago cshe asgked for
a trangfer becauce she realized that certain individuals were not
very friendly to her. However, they persuaded her not to go through
with her transfer but to stay on at Fort Yates, and so she thought
that her work was satisfactory. Then gix monthe ago they decided
to start proceedings against her, although she never had ample time
to prepare a statement answering the charges. t present the appeal
is before the Secretary of the Interior. She would like very much to
have adequate time to prepare a briegzto answer the charges against

ner.

I certainly believe that Miss McClesky should have a fair trial and
have the opportunity to present her case before a group that is not
prejudiced. She does not wigh to go back to Fort Yates. The only
thing she desires ig to get a transfer. he has fifteen years of ex-
cellent service to her credit and has had nothing but satisfactory
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ratings until che came to Fort Yates, Worth Dakota. She is a former
regident of Birmingham, Alabama. My interest in her is that sghe,

as an American citizen,is entitled to a square deal and an opportunity
to answer the charges against her. I have known Miss McClesky for
two years as a patient and have found out that she is a very fine
individual and very conscientiousg, and at no time has ever questioned
the number of hours needed to help the indians at Fort Yates. She
has numerous affidavits to prove that her work was satisfactory. I
have contacted the heads of the State Welfare Board of North Dskota
and they state that they have never had any difficulty with Miss Mc-
clesky.

If there is anything that you can do for Miss McClesky I would app-
reciate it very much. I have not had an opportunity to meet you for
for many years, but you will probably remember me ag one of your
doctors years ago when you were in Bismarck. I have always consider-
ed you as a good friend of mine.

Sincerely yours,

Oﬁ H )’;I:dr icks, M.D.
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