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BISMARCK. N. D. 

February 5, 1953. 

Hon . Repr esentat i ve Usher L . Burdi c_ , 
United States .House of R pre sentat i ves Bui l d ing, 
Washingt on; D. c. 

Dear M . Bur d i ck : 

I have a f avor t o ask of you . Miss Elizabeth McCl esky , who has 
been employed as a Fede a 1elfare Wor er at Fo t Yates, North 
Dakota , has been ecent l y d i s c a ged fr om her position t here . The 
di scha ge date was January 22, 1953 . She pr esented adequate f act s 
t 1.ree .ont hs ago t o answe r t he charges pr eferred against he r . How 
ever t he d i d not not i fy her until Dece mber 22 , 1952 of he r d i s 
charge > and she was notif i ed t hat she could have 10 days t o ap peal 
her case. H we ver, du ing t he hol' days , i t wa s imposs i bl e t o get 
in cont act with t he De partment of t he Inte:.io . Mr . Ge orge Reg i ster 
and I consulted Sena t o- Wm. Lange- K_d he had repeated p- omise s f o 

. Chapman, Secretary of t he Interior , tat Miss McC l esky would be 
a llowed t o transfer. However , we f ound out t hat e only made t he 
p:r omises and had done not hin0 about i t. Therefor e , we have t o ap -
- oach t he new Se cr etary of t he Inte_ ior . Senator Langer felt t h~t .·. 
i t would be much better i f anot he rep e sentat i ve fr om Jo t h Dakota 
would contact t he new Secretary, as he would be or e favo_ab l e t o yo 
t han he would be t o him. 

I have gone ave t he charges prefe red aga i ns t Mi ss lcCl es y and t o 
me t hey a ppea j uvenile , and t he only r eas on t hat I could see would 
be t ha t t 1.ey wished t o get - i d of he . One year ago she as ~ed f or 
a t- ans fer becaus e she realized t hat ce r tain ind i vi dua l s wer e not 
very f i end _y t o _er . However , t hey persuaded her not t o go t hrough 
wi t h he_ t ansfe- but t o stay on at Fort Yates , and s o she t ought 
t hat e _ wo k was sat i sfacto y . Then s i x months ago t hey dec i ded 
t o s t a t pr oceedings aga i nst her, a l t hough she neve r had ample t ime 
t o prepa ea statement answer ing t he charges. At present the appeal 
i s before t he Secr etary of t he Interio . Se would li e very uch t o 
have adequate t i e t o p epare a br i et- t o answer t he cha_ges aga ins t 
her . 

I ce r tai ly be lieve t ha t Miss McC l e sky should have a fai r tr i a l and 
have t he opportuni ty t o present he case before a gr oup t hat i s not 
pre·udi ced. She does not wi sh t o go bac~ t o Fo t Yates. T:ie only 
t h~ng she des i es i s t o get a trans f e . She has f i fteen year s of ex
cellent ser v i ce t o her credi t d has had not hing but sat i s f ac t ory 
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r at ings unt il she came t o Fort Yates , N, -rth Dakota. She i s a f o mer 
-es ·dent of Birmingham, l a bama. My i nterest i n he: is t hat she, 
as an Amer i can c i t i zen.,i s ent i t l ed t o a squa e deal a ~d a n oppor tunit 
t o answer the c arges aga inst he . I have knmm J\,.is_s McC l esky f or 
two years as a pat i e nt and have found out t hats _e is a ve_ y fine 
ind i vi dua l and ve J consc i ent ious , and at no t ime has ever quest io ed 
t he mmbe of hours eeded t o he lp t he ind i ans at For t Yates. S 1e 
has nume ous affi davits t o p· ove t ha t her wo was sat i s f acto·y . I 
have cont a cted t he heads of t he State We l f a e Board of No-th Dakota 
and t1ey s t ate t hat they have never had any d i fficulty wi t h 1iss Mc
cles y . 

I f tee i s anything t hat you can do f or Miss McC l es y I would a pp-
eciate i t very r uc 1 . I 1ave not had an oppo tuni t y to meet ou for 

f or many years , but y ou w::.11 probably e member me as one of y,'J r 
doctors years ago when you were in Bi s ma rc . I have a l way .... consider 
ed you as a good fr i e nd of mine . 

Sincerely yours ; 

LHF :d 
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L. H. Fr dr i cks , M.D . 

Hon . Representat ive Usher L. Burdi.c - , 
Uni ted States House of Representat i ves Buildi ng ; 
Tashington , D. c. 
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