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GEORGE S. REGISTER 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA 

Hon. U. L. Burdick, 
Congre ssman from North Dak ota, 
Wa shington , D.C. 

Dear Mr. Burdick: 

February 7, 1953. 

Re: Elizabet h L. Mccle skey . 

The above named person h as been a Social Worker, 
in t h e Indian Service, at Standing Rock Re s ervation, for s ome 
time. Prior to such service, she wa s in civil service in 
Was hington, D.C., and el s ewhAre , and had a record wholly 
sa tisfactory. Her s e rvices a t Standing Rock have been under 
the jurisdiction of the Area Office at Abe rdeen, South Dakota, 
of which Mr. Cooper i o Superintend ent a nd a Mrs . Heinema n i s 
Are a Soci a l Worker. 

The rela tion s between Mrs . Heineman and Mis s McClesk ey 
were unfortuna te, and cha r ges were preferred agains t Mi ss McClek s ey 
concerni ng the performance of her duties. To these charges, 
written reply was made and filed. The Superintendent's decision 
s u s tained. the charges ( a s one would expect), and an appeal was 
taken to the s ecretary of the Interior. The file is at t his office. 

I have tried to be of help to Mi ss McCleskey, as have 
ot hers , inclu ding Dr. Fredricks of t he local Quain & Ram s t a d Clinic. 
We had been definitely informed that Mis s McCleskey would have a 
ri ght to a p e r s onal appearance before t he Secretary on appeal, and 
the ri ght to s ubmit furt h er and additional s t a tement s r e l a tive to 
t h e facts at any time prior to the hearing. Senator Langer is 
thoroughly famili a r wit h thi s case, and he inform s me t hat Secre
ta r v Chapman had definitely promised to order and effect a tra nsfer 
for Mi s s Mccleskey prior to the date of separation (January 22nd, 
1953) under the Director's Order. However, no such trans fer wa s 
made, and recently I was notified by Mr. D. S. M1er, Commis s ioner, 
of the Bureau, that the Bureau re s erved the right to make it s 
deci s ion with ou t giving Mi ss McCleksey t h e right to app e a r, a nd 
indicated tha t the decision may be ma de at any time. 

( 

Thereafter, in respons e to a telegraphic request to ) 
Secreta ry McKay , I received notice that no decision would be 
g iven until additional evidence wh ich Miss Mccleskey desired to 
f ile, cou ld be received and cons idered - -at which time also a 
decision concerning necessity for a personal appearance would 
be made. · 
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The matter is, of course, imminent. If an adverse 
d ecision is is su ed, the effect is tragiO to t his young lady. 
In my opinion she i s very cons cientiou s , worked hard under very 
trying conditions , and ha d t he nnfortunate experience of 
apparently getting the ill-will of h e r area social worker, who 
apparently i s very aggre ss ive, and. ha s made up her mina. to try 
to have Mi ss McClekey di s cha rged from the service, carr:ring with 
it all civil s ervice right s . 

Mi ss McCle~key i s now in Washington, and i sstaying at ~ 
t he Cont i nental Hotel. I hope s he can secure proper repre s enta
tion there. Both Dr. Fredricks and I feel tha t she has been 
treated very unf airly, and only hope that s he can receive a fair 
he aring b efore a person wh o will be impartial, and who is int er
ested in s eeing tha t justice i s done. I am informed t hat Mr. 
Cooper was in Wa sh i ngton, talk ed wit h of ficial s in the Bure au 
about t he cas e, and it wou ld seem tha t now the app eal .. matter . ./ 
should be presented to some official under the new admini s t ration 
who wi l l not feel obligated to sustain any deci s ion that a former 
cf f icer wanted to make. 

When Senator Lan ge r was contacted, I believe he felt 
tha t, becau s e of hi s rela tionship with Secretary Chapman, he 
cou ld help t h i s young lady·. Of cours e, I know the pre s ent si tuat io:i;i , 
and am writing to both Mr. Burdick and Mr. Krueger, and have 
written to Senator Young . 

I regret very much tha t my f irs t letter to you is in 
t h e nature of a requ e s t. It is my unders tanding tha t t h e area 
s ocia l work e r involved is or ha s been r ecently in Wa s hington. 
I know the difficulty facin g Mis s McCle kkey . However, in America 
it would seem tha t something like t hi s could jus t not happen. 
If you could take the time to look at the file, and read ov er 
t h e cha r ge s , you would s ee that many o f them are bas ed on he a r say , 
practically impo ss ible to rep l y to, and indicate s tha t the accu ser, 
judge and j ur y was one and the same pers on, in effect. 

Mi ss McCle skey i s originally f rom Alabama, and has 
f ew local cont a ct s . However, I know tha t you join with me in 
feelin g that ju s tice Rhould be done, a nd, although I realize 
how terribly bu sy you are and. the demand s made upon you, I am 
tak ing the liberty of writing t o you in t hi s matter. 

Thank i ng you , I am 

ely, 
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