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i nformed \ that a 

made to Indians o / / 

Two carloads of potat oes were sent to the Standing Rock gency ; one ca r load 

to the Wa bpeton School; su a nd a half c a r loads of potat oes 8 , 000 pounds of 

ch eese and 23,000 pounds of b tt~ V-'ef~ &llornted to t he Turtle Mountain­

For t Tott en Jgency. Super inten~zel has arr an ~ed f or hea ted storage 

for t he otatoes at 3elcour t , and these ar.d the other comr;iodities will be 

distr i' · t ed to individual fami _ · e s RS the n ed ~riseso 

'rh,.,.re was some re~uc trnce on t he - ~r.t of the I dian Bureau in 1 lashington 

this pro ject, especially a~ to the Turtl:e 1-Lountain- Fort Totten Agency . 

that ther e is a wide-spr ead a ttitude of 

" istur bing" derend ency a nd "demand II among man:' of the I:1dians, ::1.n ci it was 

felt t · t .s r:11lying them wi r. tne goverm ent surplus food wou d 

no t 'na ke for r ood more.le _, s e Jf- :"J.f f ic ienc;y., or t he desire to :.el p t .. em.,._ 

~nlves _,n bt:\c or,1e seli' -su9:;"Jorin~: u -_,., t. some of t 1em a r re ei. ,~ r ip unemn_o·v-

men t compens .g_t.,i_on and others qre pr eRentJ ;y emnloyerl : Also, t .1.9 t t he J-:...::req 

w,:-1 ~ not Rure the Indians ,~ant e d U e otatoes or would use t hemo 

~~~~ ~~,@,-i·-~ ~ged :;:nd: anc, wh~ 1.'ve 

--will f eed · ng ~ spoi them f or bec 0:-1:..,,._/1' ~ood, ac · i ve, alt:rt 

citizen~? '/:e can r et 1 kinri r.f po a.toes for cat t P- ::::- m ,rel~r goin~ to the 

Agr ic1:1-l ture 1 oca1 off' i ces :i~.rl dgning up for t~1eJ'l'1. Jould the fe eding of 

potatoes to cattJ_e have the s 1..".Tle effect---that of spoiling t hem fo" rusthn~ 



themselves? As a matter of human ptiJ.ospL~.,. i. '3 it b etter tC) f P,ed 

ca t ~}P th3.::1 I ndians:- That has bee th e attit ude o the Gover :--ir,1ent in 

but is it too late to change? 

o es \ Do es an~one .who i s ~ungr y want po a tocs? 

tr.e go re rcrnent r ed-tape ·w~uld derr1and that we fj_J 1 t r.e reserva­

t ion f ull e>f investigators and ha re each I 1 i ~.n s ign [:;. document v;hen he 

~.~~~ po+.a toeQ . If the t;iving of potatoes to I ndiA. ~ i.vuulci ~ r:sure a lot 

of j obs for t he I ndi n Dureau to ha .. d out , I ar11 surt; the Indians vw ld get 

the potatoes o 

~rea r the Indians on the Turtle ountain-Fort Totten Reservation were 

allott ed t l2b, 614. This :·ea r the allotme twas cut to ~62 , 300. There are 

:p68 families cm the r eservat ion . This · means that eac h far:1.ily_ th_' s J:ear 

will r eceive $45054 in welfare aid from the government, or , fi gur iri£ f ive 

to a family, that ea ch r1er en vJ-:)Uld receive $9 . 10. A lettP-r from .:.1r. John 

:a •• art , Executive Director of the Nortl akota Indian Corr.mission ., 

says, in part : 

"Because of the e r oss inadequa t eness of tr:e resourc .-~s of the Turtle k ounta:.n­

For ~ Tott n b-:i.. d, wbich is w~J_"l.-known, i t is ha rd to expln.in wh~' the Indian 

Bur eau 3.llot ted t o t .es e 1368 families 0 ·1::.1 · 62,000 . • .. . .. . 11 

instance, the at,titude of the government , in r e ard t o carin f or 

these war of the nation , who , a fter 3.l l , a r e our first citizens, is not - -
one to be highl ~· cornme ded , nor indeed explai ned in t e light of huma n obli-

eat-ton and consider a t ion., 

project for the Indi· r:s is an effort t o get t he nae te lignite coal"{ 

from the excavat5.ons at t~1e Garrison Dar:i. o~~tribut ed to the I .cian Agencie s 

t o b e used far cooking and heating purposes. Th3 Area Director , 1~r. Uarren 



Spaul ding , says that he :._s ver:1 much in favor of getting t his coal for 

tr e Indians if further investigation shows thflt it ca~ be used to advantage 

for cooking and heating purposes. He further says that the det ails of 

it picked up, loaded and distribut ed can easily be •:rc r ked out . 
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