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Honorable Usher • Burdi ck 
House of Representatives 
ashington, D •• 

Dear J • Burdick : 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

WASHINGTON, D . C. 

In reply to y our letter of 7 pril 1949 , and your request f or comme ton 
three specific i ncidents r epor ted to you re~arding work of the Corps of Engi ­
neers and of the present Chief of Engineers, I respectfully submit the fo llow­
i n information : 

LEDO RO D, l ater known as the t lwell Road , constructed under eneral 
p ·ck's command, as been genera lly considered one of the outstanding feats of 
mil itary engineering of or ld ar II. The citat i on which acconpanied the award 
of the Distin uis ed ervice Medal to Genera l ick, reads i n part as follows : 

"* •, Char ed wi th the miss· on of building an a ll weather road to 
China, he a dvanc ed the road with a speed which ma ced the of 
the llied ground forces. Only one day after the Japanese ·ere cleared 
from the road area , the first convoy crossed the border i nto hina. 

* The success of his effo ts* * is attributed direct l y to is 
tenacity, leadership and exceptional ene;ineering ability. * *"· 

Obstacles encountered i n driving the road over mountains and through jungles 
must have been overcome w' thout serious loss of time, sinc e the road , and the 
convoys over it, went through as scheduled. 

ctin on the advice of a consulting eologist, 'the orps 
of Engineers ' 308 report, printed as H. Doc . 238 , 73rd Con res s, 2nd 'ession, did 
not recommend a high darn at Garri s on site . Based upon a more thorough f oundation 
i nvestigat i on i n 1943, a group of consultants -- Dr • • Casagrande and tessrs . o. N. 
Floyd, L. c. Glenn, and • F. r za -- independent and nat ·onally known experts in 
t he fie lds of construction, soil mechanics and eology , agreed unanimously that 
it was feas i b l e to bui l d a safe high dam at the arrison s it e . The Board of on­
sultants as continuously reviewed a ll en i neer ing plans , and are ma.k i n frequent 
i ns pections during construct i on of t he project, supplementing the review and i n­
spect i ons bein made by experts of the Corps of ng ineers • 

• There has been no break in the ort eek Dani. sli e occur-
red i_n_ t _h_e __ y_d_r -au- ic fill t the most critical stage of construction. The section 
was reconstructed with the necessary modificat i ons t o i nsure a safe structure be­
fore any water ras impounded . ater ha s been stor ed behind the dam for over ten 
years . The performanc e of the structur e has been entirely sat isfactory and has 
confirmed the opinion of consult ·ng engineers and Corps of Engineer s experts that 
safe and economical hi gh darns can be const r ucted at arrison and other pl anned 
sites on the Missouri River . 

incerely, 

enneth • oyall 
ecretary of the 
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