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THOMAS F. BADGUN POST 271

Mandgree, Worth Dskota

Theodore Polman, Commender Oscar Burpe, asdjutant Leland Hall, Sergesnt ai Arms

10 April 1957
Hon. Usher L. Burdick
House Office Bldg.
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Congressman Burdick:

We are sending you herewith a copy of recent resoluiions that we presented
to our I'ribal Council. We are sure that you are interested enough in our prob-
lems to study these resol#utions. They will show you scume of our problems and
thinking. We very much hope that you will help solve some of these protlems

through action in the United Stetes Congress.

You may be interested to know that these resolutions were also presented
to the Governor of Worth Dakote in a special audience that he granted to three
of our American Legion Post leaders. The Governor was quite favorable and en-

couraging tc us.

We very much appreciate &1l that you heve done for us Indizns in the past;

end we thanir you for your interest.
Respect fully submitted,

T\A&LQB&{Q)<Y1&OQVAJV”/

Theodore Bolman, Commander.
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THOMAS F. BADGUN POST 2T1
Kandaree, North Dakota

Theodore Bolman, Commander Oscar Bury, Adjubtant Leland Hall, Sergeant at Arms

RESOLUTIONS 4ND MEMORIAL TO THE TRIBAL COURCIL
of the
ThREE AFFILIAYED TRIBES

INLRODUCT ION

The Bureau of Indian Affairs ha®m gnnounced thgt its basic alms are to create con-
ditions that will help Indians advance and adjust socially, econcomiecglly, end politi-
cally until they reach & stptus comparable to that of aversge Americans; and to help
Indians gain an increasing megsure of self~.sufficiency.

But in spite of these ststed aims the fact is that we on Fort Berthold Reservetion
have not seen any imorovement in health, housing, and standard of living. In fact we
are in & more destitute and desperate situastion now than we were before we were reloca-
ted out of the Missmuari Valley.

The United States sends great sums of memey %o foreign countries for military and
economic ald. We feel that scme funde should be spent to aid us who have fought for
and supported our country, and yvet who remain in great nesd.

Our American Legion Post feels an odligation %o try to help our whole community.
e are not speaking for our own selfish benefit, but for t¢he whole Reservation.

Therefore we oresent the following resolutions and requests; and we very strogy
urge our I'ribal Council to do everything in their power %o put these resolutions into
effect and grant these requesis without further delay.

RESOLUTTONS; 1a. CREDID

WHEREAS cur Tribal Council reported in January thet the Bureau has promised to throw
out any regulations and rules that hinder the progress of Indians; and

wheress we understand that there is s fund of about £7, 800,000 appropriated by Con-
gress gg8 a revolving credit fund for Indians which is not being used at all;

THEREFORE we resolve and request that

(L agricultural credit be more freely granted Lo ranchers, not requiring our loan
applicants to be refused by banks and Farmers Home Administration before being
considered by Tribal Council and Indian Burean; aad that

(2) large enough 1loans be granted %o give 200 cows beses to ranchers plus working
and living cepitsl; and that

(3) the period of loan repayment be extended to 25 years for livestock loans, and
to EO years for land loans; and that

(%) 1loans be granted freely against future per capita vayments which hgve already
been appropriated by Congress; and that

(5) loans be granted freely to veterans for any productive purpose agrinst the "G.I."
guergntee of loans to veterans; and that

(6) procedures be simplified to cut out delays and red tape in granting loans.

1b. CREDIT

WIEREAS the American Legion of Thomas F. Bedgun Post 271 adspted this following
resolution in support of our people's benefit; and
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whereas we recognize the pogsible need of credit facllities Yo finance our 1ivestock
producers in this present emergency; and
gince our money is held up;

WE URGE through our Council members thet we could zet loans through other loaning
ageneles under the strength of this Per Capite issue ton purchase livestock and
other ranch operating expenses; and

BE I RESOLVED that the American Legion Fast 271 through the recommendation from our
Western Segment members do hereby raquest the Tribal Council to do everything pos-
sible o secure the passage and approval of this request.

2. CHILDREN'S TFUNDS

WHEREAS there are meny good rsuchers who have not been able to get sufficient credit;
and
whereas most of these ranchers have children with money in the hsnds of the U.5. Gov-
arnment;
THEREFORE we request and resolve that
(1) t»ibal members be pernitted to use their children'a fandg for femily productive
enterpriges such as ronching; and that
(2) tribal members be vermitted to deposit their children's funds in credit unions,
or savings banks, or other sound investments of thelr own chonsing.

3. WELFARE
WHZREAS welfare clients now have no chance to better their situation;

THERSFORE we request that welfare clients be vermitted to use their per capita pay-
ments gs capitel for constructive or productive enterprises; and that
(2) the income vayments for welfare clients be raised so that they may have a more
decent living.

L, CAITIE snd LEASES

WHZ REAS there are a great many head of cattls continually being drought into the
Reservation; and

whereas there is no complete system of checking or counting these cattle; and

whereas there is danger of overgrazing, and danger of spreading cettle diseases, ard
danger of exploitation of needy Indian land owners:

THEREFORE we request the Tribal Council to peranade the Indian Bureau to employ sever-
al linemen or riders with police powers to count, snd to demand certificates of
inspection for diseases, end to order and enforce digeased or illegal cattle re-
moved from the Reservation; and

(2) we raquest that no catile be permitted on the Reservation except those bearing
the registered brands of our landowners and land leasers; and

(3) we request that Indians be glven priority over non-Indiens to cut hay anywhere
on Indian land.

5. LAND AQUISIIION

WHEREAS surveys have shown that there is not enough lend on the Reservation to provide
edequate ranches for all our people;

THEREFORE we request that the Tribal Council use the Government funds appropriated for
this ypurpose and ecquire more 1snd in order that we may heve an adequste land base.

6, VELERINARIAN SERVICE

WHEREAS there is very little help in enimal medicine available to ranchers in the
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Western Segment:; and
whereas some ranchers have 1nst great numbers of cattle;

Td“REFORE we request the Iribal Couneil to seek a veteran eligible and willing for
training under the GI Bill of Rights, and send him to s%udy anlmgl husbendry and
medicine, promising to employ him after he has reeceived training. 4nd we request
the Comneill to employ such a man as veterinarlan for the Reservation.

7. CLAIMS

WAEREAS it 13 cormonly recognized that the Indians have legitimate claims e2gainst
the nited States; and

wheress the nresent nrocedure for deciding and collecting such claims is very
castly and covplicated;

THELFORE we support and commend the Tribg) Council in its efforts to colleet our
claims. We urge that these efforts be continued and pressed fommrd without de=
lay. We fevor wise and conservative evvenditures of Tribal funde for necessary
gsclentific research in support of our claims,

8. AGRICULLURal, SURVEY
WAETE 43 we feel thet a survey of the resources of Fort Berthold Rescrvation with
recommendations for their fl) utilization and development would benefiv the

Tribes very much,

T H<REFORE we sunnort and commend the Tribal Council in their efforty %0 get the
Doane Agricultural Service to make such g survey.

9. “LANGER BI.LL"

WAETEAS the "Ianger Bill", S. 809, would -nake possible the finsneine of industries
and other economically beneficial enterpris®s on and near the Reservation;

T ASREFORE we sunmort and commend the Tribal Council for their efforts to get the

Langer Bill passed. ™e urge that everybthing possible be done to srouse suppart
for the Bill, and to encourgge Congressmen to vote for it,

Signed (\’Qn }—(')BW €. GL@M@_@Commande L

CERWIFICAL TON
I, the vndersigned, do hereby certify that the pbove resolution was duly
adopted by the Lhomasg F. Badgun Post 271 in a meeting duly called and held this

26th day of March 1957 by a vote of 17 Tor, O opposed, snd O abgientions.

Signed: (Z'ﬂ,a/;,/,, 79,/1/1 Z, AdJubant.
A
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