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History 
The University of North Dakota School of Medicine and Health Sciences, 
founded in 1905, was a two-year school of basic medical science until 

1973, when the North Dakota Legislature approved initiation of a 

four-year curriculum leading to the Doctor of Medicine (M.D.) degree. 
The School offers a statewide, university-based, community-integrated 

medical education program that places an emphasis on primary care. 
Practicing physicians, constituting the majority of the faculty, educate 

medical students in clinics and hospitals throughout the state. 

The primary purpose of the University of North Dakota School of 

Medicine and Health Sciences is to educate physicians, medical scientists 

and other health professionals, and to enhance the quality of life in North 
Dakota. Through its federally funded Indians Into Medicine (IN MED) 

Program, the School also seeks to address disparities in access to 

healthcare by educating American Indians as physicians and other 

health professionals. 

The first two years of medical education are provided at the UND 

campus in Grand Forks. The third year is completed in hospitals in 

Fargo, Grand Forks, and Bismarck, and the fourth year consists of clinica 
rotations at Grand Forks, Minot, Bismarck, and Fargo. Students may 

elect to take the majority of their third year in rural communities througl 

a program called ROME, Rural Opportunities in Medical Education. 
Medical students also have the opportunity to experience training in 

other parts of the country and the world through fourth-year electives. 

Postgraduate residency training in family medicine, internal medicine, 

general surgery, and psychiatry, as well as a one-year transitional pro­
gram, is conducted in the state's four major cities. 

The University of North Dakota School of Medicine and Health 

Sciences offers a combined M.D./Ph.D. program in which students 
pursue a terminal degree in one of the basic science disciplines while 

earning the doctor of medicine degree. Students who pursue the 
M.D./Ph.D. degree devote six or seven years to this goal and are usually 

interested in careers in research as they relate to the practice of medicine. 

In addition to the medical education program, the School offers 

graduate study in medical laboratory science, occupational therapy, 
physical therapy, and physician assistant studies, as well as in the basic 

sciences: anatomy and cell biology; biochemistry and molecular biology; 

microbiology and immunology; and pharmacology, physiology and 
therapeutics. Undergraduate study is offered in athletic training, sports 

medicine, and medical laboratory science. 



The Contemporary 

Oath of Hippocrates 
Today, in the presence of family, friends, teachers and colleagues, 

I dedicate myself to the profession of medicine. 

I pledge myself to the service of humanity. 
I will use my skills to care for all in need, without bias and 

with openness of spirit. 
The health of my patients will be my first concern. 
I vow to hold sacred the bond between doctor and patient. 
I will hold in confidence all that my patients entrust to me. 
I will strive to alleviate suffering. 
I will respect the dignity and autonomy of my patients 

in living and in dying. 

As a physician, I recognize my duty to society. 
I will work to promote health and prevent disease. 
I will advocate for the welfare of my community. 
Even under duress, I will not use my knowledge or my skills 

against humanity. 
I will acknowledge my limitations and my mistakes so that 

I may learn from them. 
To uphold these responsibilities, I will maintain my own 

well-being and the well-being of those close to me. 

I will promote the integrity of the practice of medicine. 
In the tradition of my profession, I honor all who teach me 

this art. 
Through honest and respectful collaboration with my 

colleagues, I will uphold the highest standards in the 
service of patients. 

I will seek new knowledge, reexamine ideas and practices of 
the past, and teach what I have learned. 

Above all, the health of my patients will be my first concern. 
This oath I take freely and upon my honor. 

This contemporary version of the traditional Oath of Hippocrates 
was composed by the Harvard Medical School Class of 1998. 


