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'l1 RUE COPY 

Mr. Bige low Ne a l 
Sanish , North Dakota 

Dear Bigelow : 

268 Mayf l owe r Ho te l 
.Y as h ington , D. C. 
Au0-1s t 18 , 195 0 

Mr. Robert J • Lass lt e r has ve r y k ind l y shown me 
y our l e t t e r addressed to h im under d ate of August 9 , and 
I have r e ad y our reserv ations i n th -; answe r you ma de to him . 
I co t~end y ou f or t h is p recaution bec a use we don ' t always 
know who we are d ea ling with , but in thi s instanc e ~rou can 
rely absolutely on the honor a nd inte g r ity o f Mr . Lassiter 
as he is a man of g r e a t experience in mining and building 
opera t ions and is an outstandinc chara CTter i n b oth enterprises/ 

I don ' t k -ow j 'ist e x a ctly what he wants you to 
furnish him as I have rece i ved no det a ils , but whateve r i t 
i s you are pe rfect l y safe in furni shinc him anyt ing that 
you can , because as I 1mderstand the s i tua ti on fro m o r a l con­
versati ons , the Army :i-I:n g ineers a re tryin r; to push upon the 
people of the South the same thinr th e y pushed unt o us in 
orth Dakota . I h ave explained to' Mr. ' -'-'assi t er R. nd h i s 

friends he re today tha t we a rc not going to take it sitting 
down in our c ase ; that the law auth o rizes a 17,000,000 ac re 
poo l and n o more . If the Army ingineers ever a tt empt t o 
f lood the land above that l eve l just abo v e t he 1830 1 abov e 
s 3a level, they wil l be met head on with an in j uncti on order 
which I as a l a wyer wou l d assert and whi ch will s t and up i n 
co u rt. Certainly they d an ' t g o b eyond the l aw . 'Inat is 
exactly what they a re trying to do with u s , fD d I presume 
th e s m.me thing applies to t h e p eople of the 0 outh that Mr . 
Lassiter is inte re s t ed in , s o go to t t Neal, and h e l p 
t h~m al l you can . 

Sincere l y yours , 

Usher L. Burdick . m. c . 
U. L . B./csc 
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