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Con ressnan Usher L. J�rdick 
! r1

1sr ')+'f-i ce Plc,·. 
Wash..;n ·tnn, D. C. 

Deo roncress""'lan -,lu-'o.irk: 

Bigelow Neal 

Sanish 
N.D. 

B;r wa,r of c- 0r'T1ent or. "'rour letter of A :9r:"1.l ?7, 19 56, -.= End one 
or two thot1":hts that niiuht ha--e a sli,-h t bearinc on :rriur nroh} e . 

I. 

The 2-ands nf the 'i'hre0 A fiJ ia ted T ibes we1·e n1 n-chased 1-iy 
Tre-aty and rot 1 �r ne ·otiat-i_on or one errinat:i on. 

In one of the �10vern"Y/J.ent L�an Cd, ,.,s d1_;;_r1 r, ,.. . :wrlci ,Ja.,.. :!:, ::orth 
D1.1·ota led the rat.; 'JD in '1 ,r c2- :_ta in- stY"l,-:::nt. 11 "'cLcan C 1 1rt:r loo :·orth Dc:.kota. 
Anc' that port-'on 0f :cLsan c�untyuith�n the Fort Jcrthold. :leserva-t,ion led 
T ircLcan Cm..nt:r. It 'Wer1s re sonal 1t"; to say tr at these Indians 1 1e1..' 1-: a or,. the 
'110S t ra tr� '.)tic 'l80Y)lc in tr e ULi t2d � tc'.l tes • 

It uas that 1--111--�h p3.tiriotLsr'1. 1JlYich c vsecl the1"1 to surrender their 
lands for th0 h1 ildinr, of the Garr-ison Dani, al thou.3 the ta1:iw- ')f these 
lands was in r'::_rert uj_')}atirin of r 'istinc tro3tit:;S b t,i,,';(Jf; the 'rhret' rr .; tw, 
anr' the Gmr0-,,-.··r' nt o ""' :,l'e U:r:ited Stc1L·-s, C'Jn�t:_tutin� an 2ct o: diRhonor 
ll on o cori?cience white" '1.en can 100 ct.i: -t'rJ..:r ,,.ri_ th sha1"1e. 

,1 
One 0-" the -..ro�1is0 s 1mcler which they a Teed to  s11rrender title 

"asr stc.ter>ient by CcneraJ Pick o+' the Cor"'s of En •::_ncers , T11.c1de at a 
con+' E: �en e at the Elbmv-ods A, ency in w1 -; ch he .._a· d cl earlv before a �rc:-.it 
nu,..,ber rif neople th.1t a lJ the Gov.--.rn1tPnt 1 a"l.ted 1 Tas the r icht to .-::100d the 
land 2nd t1 at the r:._f�hts tn any lands,-., urchaDed 1,ut not actual1y flooded, 
uou d r�,.,,,ain with the ori,·inal owners. Also they ,ere to ho.VP tl1 e pern°t 11al 
ri ,hts to hunt on these lands ,or. er-:.n� the RP-E'Arvoir ard to fj:::;t thPrei:c. 
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