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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES
_HQUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D. C.

April 26, 1956

Honorable Glenn L. Emmons
Commissioner

Rareau of Indian Affairs
Lévartment of the Interior
Washington 25, D. C.

My dezr Mr, Commissioner:

Martin Cross, Chairman of the Three Affiliated Tribes, Fort Berthuld
Feserivaticn, New Town, North Dakota, William Deane, member of the Tirese
£f25i1iated Tribes, and Q. R. Schulte, attorney for said tribes, meb wiih
tie staff of the Commissioner of India n Affairs on April 25, 1956 re-
lative to the implementation and practical applicaticn of the proposed
legislation, S. 2151 and H. R. 10221.

Tk2 representatives of the Thrzs Affiliated Tribes were very pleazsed
wiih the meeting and now make request of the Commissioner for a written
statement to be sent forthwith to Martin Cross, Chairman, New Town, Nortn
Da'zota covering the agenda of said meeting and affirming the epinion of
the said representatives conceming the results of the meeting.

Tha following matters were discussed and the results arrived . wer
ac foliows:

1. That full cooperation would be exercised between the Three
Affiliated Tribes and -the -Indian Bureau in expediting the practi-
cal application of the said bills,

2, That all means would be taken to transfer the money in-
volved to the individual members as.quickly as possible.

3. That the Bureau staff would take immediate steps in clearing
the money involved for immedia te payment upon passage of said
0ill, subject to the approval of the individual family plan,

k. That the Three Affiliated Tribes would commence the
nrenvaration of individual family plans immediately.

5. That said plans should contain provision far education,
fcod, clothing, shelter, business or ranching plans and paymemnt
of delinquent indebtedness.

A. That updn passage of the bill the money would immediately
be transferred to the individwal Indian accounts, subject to the
anproval of the family plan before actual distribution.
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Fonorable Glen L. Ermmons - 2% : April 26, 1956.

7. That all delinquent indebtedness to the United States Govern-
ment and individual delinquent indebtecdness to the Three Affili-
ated Tribes must be paid before distribution to the individual
and authorized deduction will be made at the local agency level.

8. That the processing of the individual family plans shall be
handled speedily and efficiently with the purpose in mind to
make immediate payment of the monies involved., It was felt
thet if the family pians were cleared at the local level payment
would be forthcoming.

We would appreciate a promnt reply substantiating the informatint:
ccntained kerein.

Respectfully submitted,

SGD. MARTIN CROSS
‘lMartin Cross, Chairman
Three Affiliated Tribes Council

SGD. WM. J. DEANE
William Deane, member
Three Affiiiated Tribes Council

SGD. Q. ®. SCHULTE
Q. R. Schulte, Counsel
Three Affiliated Tribes
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Resolution No., 56-35

RESOLUTICN OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE
THREE AFFILIATED TRIBES OF THE ¥CRT BERTHOLD RESERVATION

WHEREAS, S. 1523, an Act to authorize enrolled members of the Three
Affiliated Tribes of the Fort Berthold Reservation, North Dakota, %o ac-
quire trust interests in Tribal lands of the Reservation, and for other
purposes, was introduced and passed in the United States Senate, and

WHEREAS, S. 1528 came on for hearing by the Sub-committee of Interiox
end Insular Affairs on April 25, 1956, ard

WFIRTAS, official delegates of the Three Affiliated Tribes of thz
Tovd Borilrold Reservation were asked to and did testify beicre seid Conrm.-
itbee in support of S. 1528, and

WHELFAS. as a result of said hearing, the sub-committee requested
ths Bureau of Indian Affeirs, Department of Interior, to amend said Act
tn aliow the individual Indian to purchase said lands from the Thres Ai'l-
“liaved Mribes in trust or patent fee at the discretion of the incividual
c23izan, and

WHEREAS, the said Bureauv did amend said bill by deleting the wor-l
"Tidian' from line L, page 2 and adding the following lsnguage, "uniess
th- Secretary determines that the Indian is cempetent to manase his own
a’izire, in which event unrestricted title shall be taken in thensiie of
*.n indian., Any trust created pursuant to this Act may be termina:ed by
ton cariveyance of an unrestricted title whenever the Secretary decices
th:t the trust is no loager nezded for the protection of the Indizn," ar’

JHEREAS, The Tribal Council has duly considered the said amendment
and all its ramifications;

NOW THEREFCRE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE THREE AFFILTIATED TRIBES OF TFE

FCRT BERTHOLD RESERVATION, NEW TOWN, NORTH DAKOTA, That the scid Tribal
Rusiness Council dees not favor said amendment because it confers upon
the. Szeretary unlimited authority to declare any Indian competent whasn-
e¢v<r he should desire; That it deprives the Tribzl Council of the right
to manage the sale of said lands to the membars thereof; That said amend-
mnen®, goes beyond the scope of the original Act in that, even though ths
lard is purchased in trust, the Secretary has the authority to terminate

+i vrust, as well as other lands the Indian might own or hold in trust,
i.onever he should see fit; That passage of said Act as amended would des-
Lows the very purpose of the #ct and seriously prevent and retard the com-

Y

cl~ivion of farming and ranching units,

Da*2i this Lth day of May, 1956.



CERTIFICATION

I, the undersigned, as Secretary of the Three Affiliated Tribes of
the Fort Eerthold Reservation, hereby certify that the Tribal Business
Council is composed of 10 members, of whom _§ constituting a quorum were
presant at a special meeting thereof, duly called, noticed, convened and
neld on the Lth day of May, 1956; that the foregoing resolution was
duly adopted at such meeting by the affirmative vote of 8 members,

O members passed, O opposed and O abstentions, and that said resclution
has not been rescinded or amended in any way. Chairman not voting.

Da%ed this Lth day of May, 1956.
)
Samusl B. Matthews, Secretary of the

Trital Business Council of the Thrsze
Affiliated Tribes of the Fort Bertr~?A

Reservation
ATTEST:
2 ,é
. 2ttt Zt o~
Mar<in ‘ross, Chairman, Trital
Business Council
BECMNENERS-FOR APPRCVAL;

A—B—MeKes, Superintenden
Fext-Dertheld-Ageney;New Towny—N.D,
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