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CONGRESS OF Tit� tmiTED STATES 
/ �-� OF REPRESENTATIVES 
� WASHI�UTON, D. C. 

April 26,, 195'.6 

Honorable Glenn L. Emmons 
Corrrrnissioner 
E-Jr6au of Indian Affairs 
D�nartment of the Interior 
¼"a-shinf:ton 25, D. C. 

:H2.r- tin Gross, Chai!T,lan of -the· Three Affiliated Tri bes, Fort BerthuJtl 
F..eser'laticn, New Town, North Dakota, William DeaI1e, member of. the._ T�rr-ee · 
A.i'�-�iliatl:3ci Tribes, and Q.· R. Schulte, attorney for said trib�s, me:, v.,i.·i,,1:i. 
the staff of the Commissioner of In.dia n Aff:ri.rs on April 25, 1956 rc
l,g_·'.:,ive to the implemenb.tion and practical application of the: propos,�d 
legi5lation, s. 2151 a�d H. R. 10221. 

'l'te representatives of tile Thrae Affiliated Tribes -were very pl�g,3ed 
wj_·i·,h the meeting and now make request of the Commissioner for a written 
sb-ttement to be .sent forthwith to Martin Cross, Chainnan, New Tor,m, No�cth 
Da::ota covering the agenda of said meeting and affirming the op.in! o-:-� of 
th� said representatives concerni ng the results of the meetinb� 

Th3 following matters were discussed and the results arrived�� �er� 
a.: follows: 

1. That full cooperation would be exercised between the Three 
Affiliated Tribes· a�d ·the ·.Indian Bureau ·in expediting the practi
cal applica�ion of the said bills. 

2 o That all means would be taken to transfer the money in
volved to the individual members as .quickly as possible. 

3. That the Bureau ,staff would take immediate steps in clearing 
the m0neiJ involved for irrimed:i.a te payment upon passage of said 
·oill, subject to the approval of the individual family plan. 

4. That the·Three Affiliated Tribes would commence the 
�reparatipn of individual family plans immediately. 

5� That said plana snould contain provision for education, 
.food

-> 
clothj_ng, shelter, business or ranching plans and paymerrt 

of delinquent indebtedness. 

6. That upmn passare of the bill the money would immediately 
be transferred to the individual Indian accounts, subject to the 
a;.1proval of the family plan before actual distribution. 
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Eonorable Glen L. Errmons - 2 - April 26, 1956. 

7. That all delinquent indebtedness to :the United States Govern
m�nt atlct individual delinquent indebtedness _to the Three Affili
atbd. Tribes rrmst be, paid before di•stribution to t he individual 
arid authorized deduction will ·be made at the local agen cy le,�ei. 

8. That the ·proc.essing of'· the individual family plaris shall be 
handled speedily .and efficiently with the purpose in mind to 
make im�ediate payment of the monies involved. It was felt 
t�a t if the family plans were cleared at the local level payment 
would be f orthcomi·ng .. • 

We would appreciate· a prompt reply substantiating the informatint,� 
ccntained herein. 

CblS lf 

Respectfully submitted, 

SG D. MART IN CROSS 
• • Hartin Cross , Chairman 

Three Affiliated Tribes Council 

SGD. WM. J. DEANE. 
William Deane, member 
Tbree Affiliated Tribes· Council 

SGD. Q. R. SCHULTE 
• ·Q� R. Schulte, Counsel 

Three Affiliated Tribes 
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Resolution No. 56-35 

RESOLUTION OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE 
THREE AFFILIATED TRIBES OF THE FORT BERTHOLD RESERVATION 

WHEREAS, s. 1�28, an Act to authorize enrolled members of the Three 
Affiliated Tribes of the Fort Berthold !leservation, North Dakota, to ac
quire trust interests in Tribal lands of the Reservation, and for other 
purposes, was introduced and passed in the United States Senate, and 

WHE:lEAS, s. 1528 came on for hearing by the Sub-committee of Inte�do::
e-nd Insular Affairs on April 25, 1956, and 

Wl���-R.BAS ., official delegates of the Three Affiliated TrilJes of t.h::� 
r :n•t fr�!:""L,r.old Reservation were asked to and did testify before s�d.ti Comr.:. 
i_c·��e i,.1 support of s. 1528, and 

WI-rEf:.FAS� as a result of said hearing, the sub-commj_ttee reqm'!r rced. 
th8 Bure2..u of Indian Affairs, Department of Interior, to amend sai0 As� 
"t:) allcw tha individual India:c1 to pu.:chase said lands from the Three AJ:'f
�.1_:L:;.:�,.:;c;. �11ribes in trust or patent fee at the discretion of the :5..nc..i·,,ridual 
��- ·1 Jj -:?.n , a:i d 

1"1REREAS, the said Bureau did amend said bill by deleting the wrJrd 
"I1:c.ian 11 from line 4, page 2 and adding the following lr.nguagc, nun::i.e.ss 
th-:· s�creta�J determines that the Indian is ccmpetent to man':1.ge hi.0; cs -vn 
a·:':,-�irs ) in which event unrestricted title shall be tc1.ken in then.sJ:;e .Jf 
+.,�.-� lnc.lan. Any trust created pursuant to this Act may be termina:·,ed by 
-�.:;_, ...,or.::-veyance of an unrE:stricted title whenever the Secretary dc��-(Gs 
tt:.t the trast is no lo:1ger ne3ded for the protection of the Ind·'.t_3�1�t," --::�<-

WHEREAS, The Tribal Council has duly considered the said amendmen t. 
anJ all its ramifications; 

NOW THEREFCRE, BE IT RESOLVED BY T-fE THREE AFFILIATED TRIBES OF TBE 
FOF..T BER':'HOLD RESERVATION, NEW TOWN , NORTH DAKOTA, That the sdd Tribal 
Bu.2in.ess Council does not favor said amend.rr.e:it because it co!"lfers upo11 

t.hF. Sc src.. t.ai .. y unlimited author·ity to declare any Indian competent wb8�
t::··:··,_.r he should do sire; That it deprives the Tribal Council of the ri�l1 t 
t0 ·manage the sale of said lands to the members thereof; That said amend
�cnt gJes heyond the scope of the original Act in that, even though the 
:a:cd is purchased in trust, the Secretary has the authority to ter-minate 
E !_ '. .]_ 7,rust, as we:!..l as other lands the Indian might own or hold in trust, 
, .. >->1::-:Jer he shol(td see fit; That passage of said Act as amended wo1J.ld des
ih .. c.:;,-· 4 

.. he "'.rery purpose of the Act and seriously prevent and retard the com
pl"·v.l.0:a.1 of fanning and ranching units. 

Da -1 ·.2::i this 4th day of May, 1956. 
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CERTIFICATION 

I ,  the undersigned, as Secretary of the Three Affiliated Tri bes of 
the Fort Berthold Reservat ion, hereby certify that the Tribal Bus foess 
C ouncil is composed of J..O r.iembers, of whom 9 constituting a quori.rm were 
pres �mt at a special meeting thereof, duly called, noticed, convened ai.1d 
held on the 4th day of }fa.y , 1956 ; tha t the foregoing reso lutio�1 was 
duly adopted at such mee ting by the affirmative v ote of 8 mcmc�rs ., 

0 me�be�s passed, 0 opposed and O abstentions, and that said re solution 
has not b ren re scinded or amended in any way . Chairman not voting . 

4th day of May, 1956 . -----

ATTEST : 

�=-1�:i-
Business Council 

-...BFiG OMMEWDti'D"4rQR APPROV l-tL; 

L«J� 
Samuel B. Matthews, Secretary of the 
Tri tal Business Council of the T}rree 
Arfiliated Tribes of the Fort Bertr�� � 
Reservat ion 

£.i gned• May, • 

- 2 -


	Letter from Representatives of the Three Affiliated Tribes to Glenn Emmons Summarizing Meeting on Legislation and Enclosing a Resolution of the Three Affiliated Tribes Tribal Business Council, April 26, 1956
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1657831132.pdf.pgmez

