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BENONARIDUE T0 Eo. LAHER IF RS VARL BAlERs

The writer imterviewed Mlass imma Doxtvet ot istherville,
Iowa, on Sertember 16, 1019, [ics Bortvet is & womun bdetween
thlxty and thirsy-Tive yours of sge of Horweglsn birthe Che was
very framk and comscientlous in her stotements snd Inclined to

‘want to tell all she imew echncernin; ihe éeai.h ok L&rlkiar. -

4% the time Carxl laier was killed Iiss Bortvet was living
with her sistor, lirs. Hartin Hofsted. The linisteds lived
within & nile Irom the home of the Hulerse :

BEiss Bortvet claims ¢o have beoen well scquainted with
both John amd Cerl Laier. About two years prior to the death
of Caxl she was siployed as & nurse &t the Ialers, belng called
there to attend Carl while he was sulfering frmm rheumstisne
Carl Haier, vy to within three weeks of the time he met his
death, had token Iles Bortvel riding & yumber of times and
had "kept campany” with here

Hlss Bortvet is stromgly of the opiniom that Carl Hsier
wag purdered. ©She mever ot cny tinme bellevedthat he cormltted
suleides Che does not believe that hie infotuation for
Hebecca Henke, the lady who is supposed to have jilted him, wes
so fervent o8 to cause him to coammit suicides =

A short time (o few hours) after Cuarl met Mse &m Lles
Bortvel ws culled to attend him. Ie never regained consciomsness
after she arrived ot s bodside. Previous to her taking charge
be was being cared for by & Irs. inthomy, & wacticsl nurse.
Ers. inthony wog the mother-in-low of & Mr. Brown who edited the
poper ot Beulsh. liiss Bortvet seys thet lirs. inthony informed
her, after she srrived om the scene, thot Caxl described the
mun whom he thousht kilied him ss belng "s fellow with o black
hat anddork complexion™. lirs. inthony told Liiss Bortvet thot she

thought Carl wass txying $¢ say that be wee riding on his white
pony when shote




Iiss Bortvel mever sispected Jobhn loler of having
saythine to 4o with the desth of his brotbhers EShe belleves
thot this idoa is cbourd.

A pan by the nope of Bussie White lived within & nmile
of the Naiers. About o momth mrior %o the desth of Carl

bkis ron Vhite wos married Yo & very youmg girl in the

neighbozhood. Her m ;tu langze Kiss Bortvet has never

- seen this mom White. G&he kmows irom the talk of the neighbors

and her sister that he wos guite on old man and ket he was
suprosed o be very quick tempered and hasty. it the time of
Carl's denth & boy by the name of Fred laag, & bxother of
Fhite's wile, wos workine for White. Iiss Bortvet thinks
the boy wos sirtesn or soventeen yeurs of age at that time.
iilss Bortvel stotes that Haoler met his desth in the
forenoon of liovember &, 1916; that thereufler, during the
latter purt of April or the fizet of May, 1517, the said
Fred lang wos eanployed by the Huleteds oxd wiile lilss Bortvet
vap 8till stoying with her sister. Ome day duxing this ' |

. period Nise Bortvet talked with young Leng sbout Carl's death,

remarking thet it oo bed tist & fine young men like Carl
ghould meet sc umtimely o desthe The boy snswered to the effeet
thet 4% wee not meamt Zor Carl; thet he wos killed by mistoke.
The boy 4id not stete positively thot 1t was meant $% Jobn
ghould be killed but tiet is the inference guthered by Hiss
Bortvet. Youns Lomg then told her thot John had offen twitted
¥hite sbout ks young wife. Shortly before Corl's desth John
881 to lre. White, in the resence of her husband, "1f you

wvonted to pet married why dlda't you morry o yousg mon like me.”



=S ——

i ocuple of daye before the death of Carl Jolm told lrs. white
thot 17 she wanted t0 go o o certsin dance wnd her busheand
would not take her that be wus gzoing and he would toke here
He told her this in the mresence of her husband. Bortvet
gtuted thet John wes & young men shout twenty-four years old,

Jelly snd slweys good-nstured; thot he nover csred enything

for tiis girl but wee morely teesing old mem White obout her.
in the other hand the girl wes soevhal deficient in brains
gnd thought thet John meunt everything he saids Youns Long
told Bortvet thet Mrs. White told her husbend that if she hed
known she could have gotlem Jobm she never would lave married
him (White). Young Ians told Bortvet that White wus on the
rlace vhon he left Jor the Tield the day of the murder; that
@hite 414 not come home ot noon und In fued &id mot come home
sntil late that nighte Be was é’am&aﬁ to have been 5t his
brother¥s place. Eis brother lived wiihin two miles of White's
ploce. For a few days prior to the death of Carl he had been
in the village of Beulak building o house. Ee cure bhome the
morning he wae killed. The momning of the desth of Carl
Join had gone 10 towne Hioss Bortvel sistes that Carl and Jobn
looked something slike and thet on the moming in @mestion Carl
ves wesring & red oad dlack checked Hockimew, vhich belonged to
Jobn and which John always wores

Bortwet stotes that on the moming of tie death of Caxl
the news spread for seversl miles uboui the country: that
almost everyome in the commumiiy m t+¢ Beulalh to see Carl,
She 18 well satisficd in heor 'Ind that White never cume theres
She says thot the neighbors gathered together $¢ look for the
supposed mrderer. She is positive that White &id not joinm
with the neizhbors in this Jumt.




Juring the conversation with ldss Bortvet youn: lang
$61d her that ¥hite counld not stand for the tessing which
John Haler hud ademinietored om vorious ccousions.

Niss Bortvet thimks that White killed Carl thinking

ne Johlle £he suys she 4id ot say angth
Lo tnybody sboul hew wﬂvm&tiw with young Ieng for the
ressm that her nim:w 88111 ﬁ%iﬁiﬁam
end ghe feared that White miszbl cause trouble Ifor her aisters
She also thousht he misht do some injuxy to the Loy
Hiss Bortvet is willins to do vhatever she esn to osaist In
the aprrehension of the murderer of Carl Maler and she would
be williing %o come to North Dekote uny time and tell snything
ghe mg |

iiiss Bortvet stated that this young long zirl wos.

practically Toxeed to merry White by her parentss

Hiss Bortvet lives at the home of J. L. Hipple, isthor=
vilie, Iowa, emd can be revched there st wmy times

Reapeetfully submitted,
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