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Host Academic Conference 

MAXWELL ANDERSON VILHJALMUR STAFANSSON 

Anderson, Stef ansson Among 
Noted Alumni on Program 

Playwright Maxwell And r­
son and explor er Vilhjalmur 
Stefansson are a m on g several 
distinguish ed University of 
N orth Da kota a lumni who will 
r e turn to the campus Nov. 
6-8 for the 75th Anniversary 
Conference. 

Stefan sson and Anderson 
will address the opening ses­
sion of the conference at 2 p.m. 
Nov. 6. Anderson will speak 
on "The Cultural Influences 
of the University" and Stef­
ansson will discuss "The Uni­
versity and the Scandinavia n­
Americans." (See Page 8 for 
biographical sketches.) 

Other prominent visiting 
r. Jumni scheduled as speakers 
include: 

Edgar Dale, authority i n 
audio-visual education. Author 
of several books, he received 

B.A. (1921) and M.A. (1924) 
degr ees fr om UND a nd is now 
professor of education at Ohio 
State Univer sity. 

Elmer Ellis, president of the 
Univer sity of Missouri. Born 
in Towner, N. D., Ellis re­
ceived two degrees from UND 
- a B.A. in 1924 and an M.A. 
in 1925. An authority on 
American history, he is chief 
administrator of a university 
with an enrollment of 13,000. 

Cushman D . Haagensen, spe­
cialist in clinical and experi­
mental aspects of cancer. Born 
in Hillsboro, N. D ., he is now 
professor of clinical surgery, 
Columbia Univer sity College 
of Physicians and Surgeons. 
In 1921 he received from UND 
a B .A. in Literature, Arts and 
Medicine. 

(Continued on Page 8) 

Special Seminars, Convocation 

To Climax '75th Year' Events 
Friends of the University of North Dakota will have 

a "once in a lifetime" opportunity to see and hear several 
eminent Americans when the Univer-
sity plays host to an Academic Confer­
ence and Convocation, Nov. 6, 7 and 8. 

Hundreds of leaders in education 
and public affairs will congregate on 
the UND campus for the three-day 
meeting called on the occasion of the 
University's 75th Anniversary. The 
program will climax a year-long series 
of special events. 

More than 30 speakers of national 
and international reputation will ap­
pear, as delegates take a searching look at the status 
of higher education today. 

Highlighting a "heritage pro­
gram" will be addresses by 
two of UND's most noted 
alumni, playwright Maxwell 
Ander son and Arctic explorer 
Vilhjalmur Stefansson . 

Activities will close with an 
Anniver sary Convocation in 
the University Fieldhouse, 
complete with a formal pro­
cession of official delegates 
and the UND faculty in aca ­
demic costume. Grayson Kirk, 

pr esident of Colum bia Univer­
sity, will speak on "Education 
for t he Future." Attending will 
be representatives from uni­
versities , colleges and learned 
societies of the United States 
and Canada. Greetings will be 
extended by officials from 
e d u c a t i o n a 1 organizations 
across the land. 

A special feature of the Con­
vocation w ill be the confer­
ring of 14 honorary degrees 
by Dr. George W. Starcher, 
University president. Thirteen 
of the degrees will be pre­
sented to UND alumni who 
have attained recognition for 
accomplishments in their spe­
cific academic fields. 

S essions preceding the con­
vocation will include four pub­
lic l ectures a nd six seminars. 
The seminars d eal with law 
and governmen t; medical and 
biological science; social stud­
ies and humanities; physical 
science; education; and drama 
and fine arts. 

The conference, scheduled 
(Continued on Page 8) 
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tlJ.~m tke P lted,i,Jent: 

A Cordial Invitation 

DR. STARCHER 

WE EXTE D a warm invitation to all alumni, 
parents, and friends to attend the University of North 
Dakota's Academic Conference and Convocation. The 
three days of events are a fitting climax for our 75th 
Anniversary, with programs devoted to recognition of 
the academic and scholarly responsibilities of the Uni­
vers ity-the primary reason for its existence. 

WE HOPE you will be able to attend some or 
a ll of the events on the progr am. The Conference and 
Convocation offers each of you a weekend to be 
thoroughly enjoyed and long remembered. 

YOUR PRESENCE will help make this gathering 
another important milestone in the distinguished his­
·~ory of the University of orth Dakota. 

George W. Starcher 
President, University of North Dakota 

Playmakers to Present 

.2 Anderson Dramas 

9 Presidents 

To Address 

U Conference 
Dakota Playmakers, campus 

drama group, will open its 
1958-59 season Oct. 31 with a 
Maxwell Anderson Festival, 
honoring the distinguished 
playwright when h e returns 
to the campus in November. 

The Playmakers will pre­
sent "Mary of Scotland" and 
"Elizabeth the Queen," the 
two plays which first estab­
lished Anderson as a poetic 
dramatist of high rank. 

The festival will open the 
evening of Oct. 31 with "Mary 
of Scotland," followed the 
next evening with "Elizabeth 
the Queen." The plays will be 
repeated in the same order 
the rest of the w eek to per­
mit theatergoers to see both. 

All performances will b e 
staged at West School Audi­
torium. 

Anderson was a participant 
in the beginnings of educa­
tional theatre activity on the 
University campus as a stu­
dent. He was assistant direc­
tor of the Sock and Buskin 
dramatic society when it was 

founded in 1911 by the late 
Frederick K oth. Sock and 
Buskin later became the Da­
kota P laymakers. 

For more than 30 years, An­
derson has ranked as one of 
America 's mo s t important 
playwrights. Nineteen times 
his plays have been listed 
among the 10 best of the year 
in America. 

"Elizabeth the Queen ," the 
more widely-known of the 
two plays, was produced on 
Broadway in 1930-31. "Mary 
of Scotland" was written later 
and was produced in Ne w 
York during the 1933-34 sea­
son. 

H enry G . L ee of the Uni­
versity department of speech 
will direct the two plays. 

Note G rowth 
First year for which enroll­

ment figures at UND are 
available, 1884, shows a total of 
79 students, as compared to 
this year's enrollment of 3,822. 

P residents of nine institu­
tions of higher education will 
visit the University campus to 
appear on the program of the 
75th Anniversary Academic 
Conference and Convocation. 

The men and the institutions 
they head are: 

Elmer E llis, University of 
Missouri; C. P. Lura, Minot 
State Teachers College; Lau­
r ence M. Gould, Carleton Col­
lege; Ala Delbert Weeks, State 
University of South Dakota; J . 
W. Ylvisaker, Luther College; 
George L . Cross, University of 
Oklahoma ; Hugh H . Saunder­
son, University of Manitoba; 
Charles E. Scott, Dickinson 
State Teachers College, and 
Grayson Kirk, Columbia Uni­
versity. 

Host to the visiting presi­
dents w ill be UND's president , 
Dr. George W . Starcher. 

In addition to the presidents 
on the program, many addi­
tional officials are expected to 
attend the event. 

OCTOBER 17, 1958 

HISTORV-"University of 
the N o r t h e r n 

Plains," n ew University of 
North Dakota history, will be 
formally presented during the 
Academic Conference. Th e 
book was w ritten by Dr. Louis 
G . Geiger a nd published by 
the University Press. Consis t­
ing of ten chapters, the history 
covers the University's first 
75 years . 

University of North Dakota 
AL UMN I R EV I EW 

Office of Publication: 

University Station , Grand Forks, 
North Dakota 

"Entered as second class matter at 
the postoffice at Grand Forks, N. 
D ak., under the act of August 24 , 
1912. Published by the University 
for a lumni and former students of 
the Univers ity of North Dakota in 
the interests of the University , 
monthly ten times a year except 
July and August." 

President D ewey B a lch 

First Vice P1·eside nt 
. . . . . . . . . . . Loyde C . Thompson 

Second Vice President 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . D r. E . L. Grinnell 

Secretary ... ..... . J . Lloyd Stone 

Treasurer . . E. W. Olson 

Ath . Bd. of Control. .Gordon Caldis 

T o 1959-Dr. E. L. G rinnell, Mrs. 
Reinhold Jacobi, Gordon Aamoth. 
George Soule, Judge Rona ld D a­
v ies, G erald Skogley. 

To 1960-Mrs . William D ePuy, 
Judge Edward D evitt, D r. 0 . W. 
Johnson , Armin Rohde , Loyde C. 
Thompson, Edward J . F ranta. 

To 1961-Robert Eddy, D ewey 
B alch, G eorge Longmire, Mrs. Mil ­
ton K e lly, Arley Bjella. D ean E. 
L . Lium . 

This Specia l Edition Edited by 
UND N ews Bureau 
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Program /or 

76th Anniversary Convocation and Faculty Conference 

1-5 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

6 p.m. 

8 p.m. 

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH DAKOTA 

Thursday, November 6 

REGISTRATION FOR GUESTS. Fieldhouse. 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY. Christopher J. Hdn1.re, Dean of the Universi ty of N orth Dakota 
Graduate School, presiding. Fieldhouse. 

THE UNIVERSITY AND THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE STATE 

GEORGE W . STARCHER, President, 
~niversity of North Dakota 

THE HISTORY OF THE UNIVERSITY 
LOUIS G. GEIGER, Professor of History, 
University of North Dakota 

THE CULTURAL INFLUENCES 
OF THE UNIVERSITY 

MAXWELL ANDERSON, 
Author and Playwright 

THE INFLUENCE OF THE UNIVERSITY 
ON EDUCATION IN NORTH DAKOTA 

MILDRED JOHNSON, North D akota 
State Board of Higher Education 

THE UNIVERSITY AND THE PROFESSIONS 
ELMER ELLIS, President, 
University of Missouri 

THE UNIVERSITY AND THE 
SCANDINAVIAN-AMERICANS 

VILHJALMUR STEFANSSON, 
Arctic Explorer and Author 

SMORGASBORD. Ballroom, Student Union. 

JOHNSON 

ELLIS GEIGER 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY-Robert P. Wilkins, University of N orth Dakota associate pro­
fessor of history, presiding. Fieldhouse. 

ROBINSON 

THE TOWERING VISION 
SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY CANTATA 

Music by Professor Philip Cory, lyrics by 
Professor Foster Y. Sc. Clair, University of 
North Dakota. Presented by University 
Musical Organizations under the direction 
of Professor Cory. 

THEMES OF NORTH DAKOTA HISTORY 
FIFTH ANNUAL FACULTY LECTURE SERIES 

ELWYN B. ROBINSON, Professor of History, 
University of North Dakota 
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9-12 a.m. 

9 :30 a.m. 

10:15 a.m. 

SHEBESKI 

UNDERHILL 

ALUMNI R_EVIEW 

Friday, November 7 

REGISTRATION FOR GUESTS. Fieldhouse. 

0 C T O B E R 1 7 , 1 9 5·8 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY. George A. Abbott, University of North Dakota professor emeri­
tus (chemistry) presiding. Fieldhouse. 

GOULD 

THE IMP ACT OF SCIENCE ON 
SOCIETY AND EDUCATION 

LAU RENCE M . GOU LD, President, Carleton College 

THREE ANNIVERSARY SEMINARS ON "FUTURE OBLIGATIONS OF HIGHER 
EDUCATION." 

SEMINAR I. LAW AND GOVERNMENT SEMINAR. Walter Kaloupek, head of the 
department of political science at University of North Dakota, presiding. Auditoriun1, 
Education Building. 

SUBJECT: The R ole of Government in Business-Its Political, Legal 
and Economic Implications 

SPEAKER: 

CORWIN EDWARDS, Professor of Economics, Graduate School 
of Business, University of Chicago 

DISCUSSANTS: 

CARL A. AUERBACH, Professor of Law, University of Wis­
consin 

MURRAY DONNELLY, Associate Professor of Political Science 
and International R elations, University of Manitoba 

CHARLES W . BULLARD, A ssociate Professor of Economics, 
University of Norrh Dakota 

AUERBACH 

SEMINAR II. MEDICAL AND BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE SEMINAR. George C. 
Wheeler, head of the University of North Dakota biology department, presiding. Audi­
torium, Medical Science Building. 

SUBJECT: After 100 Y ears-The Atomic Era and the Origin of Species 

SPEAKER: 

SHELDON C. REED, Director, The Dight Institztte for Httmctn Genetics, and Professor of Z oology, University 
of Minnesota 

DISCUSSANTS: 

L. H. SHEBESKI, Professor of Plant Sciences, University of Maniroba, and Member, Canadian National Re­
search Council 

JAMES C. UNDERHILL, Associate Professor of Z oology, Universi ty of South Dakota 

CUSHMAN D . HAAGENSEN, Professor of Clinical S1-trgery, Columbia University College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, and Direcror of Surgery, Francis Dela fi eld Hospital · 
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10: 15 a.m. 

12 noon 

2 p.m. 

3 :15 p.m. 

D UNBAR 

f riday I cont'd J 
SEMINAR III. SOCIAL STUDIES AND HUMANITIES SEMINAR. Margaret Beede, 

professor of English, University of North Dakota, presiding. Auditorium, Merrifield 
Hall. 

SUBJECT: Evolving Patterns in Northern Great Plains Cultitre 

SPEAKER: 

K. ROSS TOOLE, Director, Museum ,of the City of New Y ork; 
formerly Director, Historical Society of Montana; Editor, 
Montana History Magazine; and Regional Editor, American 
Heritage Magazine 

DISCUSSANTS : 

WILLIAM L. MORTON, Professor and Chairman, Department 
of History, University of Manitoba 

JAMES C. OLSON, Professor and Chairman, Department of 
History, The University of N ebraska 

CARL F. KRAENZEL, Professor of R itral Sociology, Department 
of Agricultttral Economics and R urctl Sociotogy, Montana 
State College 

JAMES H . HOWARD, Assistant Professor of Sociology and 
Anthropology, University of North Dakota 

LUNCHEON. Ballroom, Student Union. 

OLSON 

HOWARD KRAENZEL 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY. Thornas J. Clifford, dean, University of North Dakota College 
of Business and Public Administration, presiding. Fieldhouse. 

HOLLIS 

THE MODERN AGE CHALLENGE 
TO HIGHER EDUCATION 

ERNEST V. HOLLIS, Director, 
College and University Administration, 
United Stares Office of Education 

THREE ANNIVERSARY SEMINARS ON "FUTURE OBLIGATIONS OF HIGHER 
EDUCATION." 

SEMINAR I. PHYSICAL SCIENCE SEMINAR. John L. Hundley, head of University 
of North Dakota physics department, presiding. Auditorium., Medical Science Building. 

LARSEN B UCHTA 

SUBJECT: Future Technological Needs of the Northern Great Plains Region 
SPEAKER: 

J. WILLIAM BUCHTA, Associate Dean, The College of Science, 
Literature, and the Arts, and Professor of Physics, University of 
Minnesota 

DISCUSSANTS: 
EDGAR L. PIRET, P1·of essor of Chemical Engineering, Institute of 

Technology, University of Minnesota 
FINN J. LARSEN, Director of R esearch, Minneapolis-H oneywell 

Regulator Company 
RALPH E. DUNBAR, Dean, School of Chemical T echnology, North 

Dakota Agricultural College 
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3:15 p.m. 

7 p.m. 

ALUMNI REVIEW OCTOBER 1 7, 1 958 

Friday ( cont'd J 

SEMINAR II. EDUCATION SEMINAR. W . Erich Selke, professor emeritus (educa­
tion), University of North Dakota, presiding. Auditorium~ Education Building. 

SUBJECT: New Concepts in Teacher Edttcation 

SPE.,4.KER: 

LAURENCE D. HASKEW, Dean of the College of Education 
and Vice President of The U niversity of Texas 

D ISCUSSANTS: 

C. P LUR A, President, Minot State Teachers College 

EDGAR DALE, Prnf esJOr of Education and R esearch Associate, 
Bureau of Educarional Research, The Ohio State University 

]. FR ED ERICK W ELTZIN, D ean, College of Education, Uni­
versity of Idaho 

H ASKEW LURA 

D ALE WELTZIN 

SEMINAR III. DRAMA AND F INE ARTS SEMIN R. John S. Penn, head of the 
speech department, University of N orth Dakota. Auditoriu m, Merrifield H all. 

LYONS 

SUBJECT: The Fine Arts in Higher Ed1tcation 

SPEAKER: 
LESTER D . LO GMAN, Chairman, D epartment of Fine Arts, 

U niversity of California at Los Angeles; formerly Head of 
D epam nenr of Art, Universi ty of Iowa 

DI CUSSANTS : 
GEORGE SW INTON, Professor of Art, University of Mani toba 

RICHARD E. LYON S, Assistant Professor of English and Order 
Librarian, N orth D akota Agricultural College 

H ENRY G. LEE, Associate Professor of Speech and Director, 
Dakota Playmakers, University of N orth D akota 

AN N IVERSARY DINNER. Donald J. Robertson, University of N orth Dakota, assistant 
to the president and dean of the University College, presiding. 
Student Union. 

FUTURE HIGHER EDUCATION FOR 
THE GREAT PLAINS STATES 

GEORGE L. CROSS, President, University of Oklahoma 

CROSS 
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10 a.m. 

12:15 p.m. 

-------------- - ---------- - - ----------------

Saturday, November 8 

ANNIVERSARY CONVOCATION. George W. Starcher, president, University of North 
Dakota, presiding. Fieldhouse. 

Academic Processional: "Gaudeamus Igiture," University of North Dakota Band. 
John E. Howard, Marshal. 

Invocation: The Rev. C. T. Armstrong, Fargo. 
Executive Secretary, North Dakota Council of Churches. 

. ·..: 

WEEKS SAUNDERSON YLVISAKER 

Greetings: 
American Council on Education, ALA DELBERT WEEKS, President, Scace University of South Dakota 

Association of American Collgees, J. W. YL VISAKER, President, Luther College 

National Association of Seate Universities and State Colleges Association, GEORGE L. CROSS, President, 
University of Oklahoma 

Canadian Universities and Colleges, HUGH H. SAUNDERSON, President, University of Manicoba. 

N orth Dakota Colleges, CHARLES E. SCOTT, President, Dickinson State Teachers Colleges 

"Dakota Fantasy" 
PAUL YODER, Composer and Guest Conduccor 

Convocation Address 

GRAYSON KIRK 

President, Columbia University 

~ ~Education for the_ FutureJ J 

Conferring of Honorary Degrees: George W . Starcher. 

Alma Mater 

Benediction: C. A. Armstrong. 

KIRK 

Ac<1dernic Recessional: "March Recessional" by Marcelli, John Howard, Marshal. 

DELEGATES' LUNCHEON, Student Union. 
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Capsule Biographies 
MAXWELL ANDE>RSON, 

one of America's foremost men 
of letters, is a 1911 Univer sity 
of North Dakota graduate. Ac ­
tive in student affairs on the 
UND campus, h e edited the 
yearbook and wrote class plays 
for student production. 

H e taught high school in 
North Dakota, and then went 
to Stanford University for an 
M.A. degree , after which he 
entered newspaper w o r k , 
working at the Grand Forks 
H erald nnd for California and 
New York publications. 

Since 1928 he has devoted 
himself entirely to writing. His 
l on g r ecord of distinguished 
p l ay s, tota llin g approximately 
30, have won for him a repu­
tation as one of the outstand­
ing playwrights of the age. H e 
has presen ted several of his 
original mannscripts to UND, 
which has established an An ­
derson Collec tion at the Uni ­
versity Library. 

Ander son 's first success was 
What Price Glory ? (1924) 
Ch ief among his plays of con­
temporary life is Winterset 
(1935). His political satire, 
Both Your Houses (1933) 
won the Pulitzer Prize . 

He has written scripts for 
movies, radio and TV. 

VILHJALMUR STEF ANS­
SON, born of Icelandic parents 
in Manitoba, grew up on a 
farm near Mountain , N. D ., a n d 
received his education at th e 
University of North Dakota, 
Iowa University and Harvard. 

H e was named best orator 
on the campus in 1900 and 
worked on the student paper. 

B eginning his ex p 1 o r i n g 
car eer in 1905 as a member of 
a Harvard archeological ex­
pedition to Ice land, Stefansson 
within 11 y ears firmly estab­
lish ed himself a s the "great 
interpre ter" of the Arctic. In 
1906 h e went on an ethnologi ­
ca l expedition to northern 
Alaska and b e tween 1908-12 
h e was a member of the long­
est Arctic expedition on r ecord. 

From 1913-18 h e commanded 
a Ca nadian Arctic expedition 
which covered several islands. 

On one expedition h e was 
st randed for 18 months, living 
w ith the E sk imos. Yet he r e­
fus es to consider himself a 
daring a dventurer a nd main­
tr.ins th e North is a "warm 
and friendly" la nd. 

S ince 1924 the colorful Stef­
ansson has been writing a nd 
lecturing. 

UND award ed h im an honor­
ary degree in 1930. 

M embers of the Faculty Plan­
PLANNING GROUP- ning committee for the Aca­
demic Conference and Convocation are, left to right, seated, 

Louis G . Geiger, professor of history; Robert A. Caldwell, 

professor of English; Mrs. Herman F. Buegel, secretary to 

Dean Hamre; J ohn E . H oward, director of band and orchestra; 

Christopher J . Hamre, dean of the Graduate School a n d 

committee chairman; Helen M . Kjelmyr, assistant professor 

8 Noted Alumni 
( Continued from P age 1) 

as the faculty's contribution 
to the 75th Ann iversary ob­
servance, is open free of charge 
to all interested, said C. J . 
Hamre, chairm an of the steer­
ing committee. 
(For complete program of 

events, see Pages 3-7 .) 

A student contribution to 
the conference will be a r e ­
peat p erformance of "The 
Towering Vision," anniversary 
cantata, at 8 p. m. Nov . 6. The 
V,.rsity Bards, the Madrigal 
Club and the W omen's Glee 
Club will sing, accompanied 
by the Unive r sity Band. 

The premiere p erformance 
of the cantata was given by 
the same groups at Founder s' 
Day ceremonies in F ebruary . 

"D a k ota Fantr.sy," a selec­
tion b ased on sev eral UND 
son gs and arranged esp ecia lly 
for the occasion will be pre ­
sented -by the Unive rsity Band 
at the N ov. 8 convocation. 
Guest conductor for the num­
ber will be Paul Yoder of 

• Academic Conference 
(Continued from Page 1) 

Mrs. Mildred Johnson, m em­
ber of the State Board of 
Higher Education. An attor­
n ey, she received an Ll.B. 
from UND in 1939. 

Carl F. Kraenzel, professor 
of rural sociology in the D e­
partment of Agr iculture, Eco­
nomics a nd Rural Sociology, 
Mont2- na State College. H 
r ece ived a B.A. from UND in 
1930. 

J. Frederick Weltzin, dean 
of th e College of Education, 
University of Idaho. Preside nt 
nf Va lley City State T eacher s 
Coll ege, 1936-38, h e is a May­
v ille native and r eceived B .A. , 
M: S . and Ph.D. d egr ees from 
UND in 1925, 1927 and 1929 
respective ly. 

Paul Yoder, composer and 
c, r ranger of band music. H e is 
a 1930 UND graduate (B.A.). 

Fort Lauderdale , Fla., a UND 
graduate w ho composed the 
number. 

of management; R obert A . N e lson, assistant professor of art; 
L eo H. Whinery, associate professor of law; J . Donald Hend­
erson , associate professor of physics; and standing, left to 
right, Archie L. Gray, associate professor of p sychology and 
education , and Wilson M . Laird, professor of geology. The 
group has been working on the three-day conference for 
the past 18 mon ths. Not shown are Jon R. Ashton, head 
librarian; William E. K oen ker, professor of economics, a nd 
Clifford J . Thomforde, professor of e lectrical engineer in g. 
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