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ComingUpComingUp

The August doldrums have conquered the capitol. With
the harvest comes a slackening of government activity.
Only four legislative committees have meetings sched-
uled in August.

Legislative Committees

Audit and Fiscal Review will meet August 22, Tuesday,
to consider recommendations for changes in the state’s
accounting and financial reporting procedures; Correct-
ions and Penology will meet August 23, Wednesday, to
review bills creating a Department of Corrections and
establishing jail standards and to hear a report on a pro-
posed women’s prison; Judicial Systems will continue
its work on a bill revising the state’s court structure at

a meeting on August 24 and 25, Thurday and Friday.
All meetings will be held in Room G—1 of the capitol
Judicial Systens begins at 9:30 a.m., the others at 9 a.m.
The Council’s Committee on Finance and Taxation will
meet August 28 and 29, Monday and Tuesday, beginning
at 9:30 a.m. in Room G-1 of the capitol.

Social Services Board

The Social Services Board will meet August 22 and 23,
Tuesday and Wednesday, at the Southeast Area Office
at 315 North 8th Street in Fargo. The principal business
will be discussion of a report by an inquiry panel which
examined administrative pricatices in the Social Services
Department. Among the questions which must be re-
solved is what role, if any, Owen Larson, former director
of the Department’s Community Services Division,
should have. The inquiry panel has recommended that
Larson be dismissed. At its July meeting, the Board
agreed to end Larson’s tenure as division director; but
ordered that he be assigned non-supervisory work in

the Department.

Supreme Court Investiture

On August 25, Friday, investiture ceremonies for Gerald
VandeWalle, appointedto the North Dakota Supreme
Court by Governor Arthur A. Link in mid-July, will
be held in the House Chambers of the capitol. The
ceremony is to begin at 4 p.m. and will be followed by
a reception at Bismarck's Holiday Inn

MDU Rate Hearing

The Public Service Commission will consider Montana
Dakota Utilities Company's request for a rate increase
for natural gas at a public hearing beginning August

29, Tuesday. The company has. asked for an increase
of 10.7 per cent for its residential customers and 4.8
per cent for its commercial customers. The rates would
result in additional pre-tax income of $2,724,650 for
the company, which has headquarters in Bismarck and
serves cities in the western third of the state. The hear-
ing to be held in the Large Hearing Room of the capitol
is to begin at 9:30 a.m. August 29 and will continue for
as long as necessary to hear testimony. The Commission
is unlikely to make a decision on the request at the hear-
ing but will consider testimony and render its verdict

at a regular commission meeting.

County Fairs

August is a month of county fairs. The Dickey County
Fair is to be held at Ellendale August 17 through 19, the
Morton County Fair at New Salem August 19 and 20,
the Kidder County Fair at Steele August 24 through 26,
the Ranson County Fair at Lisbon August 24 through
27. The Tri-County Fair at Wishek, the Grant County
Fair at Carson and the Mercer County Fair at Beulah all
will be held August 25 through 27. The Golden Valley
Fair will begin August 30 at Beach and run through
September 2.

The Arts

August 10, 12 and 13, Thursday,-Saturday and

Sunday——*"‘Oklahoma,” musical, Fort Totten
Little Theatre, Cavalry Square, Fort Totten,
8 p.m.

August 10 through 13, Thursday through Sun-
day——"Damn Yankees,” musical, LaMoure
County Summer Musical Theatre, LaMoure
County Memorial Park Auditorium, Grand
Rapids, 8:15 p.m.

Through August 31——Acrylics and watercolors
by Esther Victor of Jamestown on display
at the Bank of North Dakota, Bismarck.

Briefly

State Representative Joanne McCaffrey, a Democrat
who represents the University District in Grand Forks,
has asked the Legislative Council staff to prepare a
draft human rights act for North Dakota. A Council
committee rejected such a bill July 31, Friday, Mc-
caffrey said the committee~of which she is not a
member-left North Dakota one of just two states
without some form of comprehensive human rights
legislation. The other, she said, is Alabama.

Lloyd Omdahl, director of the Bureau of Government-
al Affairs at the University of North Dakota, has be-
gun drafting suggested administrative changes in the
Social Services Department. Omdahl was retained by
Department Director T.N. Tangedahl after a three
member inquiry panel recommended changes in the
departmentin the wake of a sex discrimination con-
troversy which resulted in a judgment against the
state. Omdahl was a member of the panel which re-
ported its findings to the state Social Service Board
July 20, Thursday.

At his news conference August 4, Friday, Governor
Arthur A. Link said he “probably would not’ sign
petitions seeking to initiate a measure to control
medical costs. The governor conceded that “everyone
recognizes the high costs” of health care and said he
would favor “‘anything that can be done in a respon-
sible manner” to control them. But he expressed con-
cern about the “research” that went intg the initiative
and warned that the program could become “inflex-
ible”” because of the constitutional requirement that
two thirds of the elected members of the legislature
agree before legislation passed by initiative can be
changed.

In spite of the governor’s lack of enthusiasm, Insur-
ance Commissioner Byron Knutson filed his petitions
with the secretary of state’s office on Wednesday,
August 9. Knutson and a citizens group obtained
13,500 signatures in slightly over two weeks. 10,000
signatures are required to place an initiated measure
on the ballot.

Canada

Continued from Page 7.

vinces often feel under-represented in their operations,
too. Heavily French Quebec, for example, wants more
French-language broadcasting. Other regulatory policies—
for transport and energy, for example-are of obvious
interest to the provinces, yet are often developed with-
out a strong provincial voice.

Members of Congress in the United States powerfully
assert--sometimes too much-their state and regional
interest in legislation and in regulatory affairs. In
Canada, if Parliament passes a national bill vitally af-
fecting provincial interests, conflicts and procedures
have to be worked out afterwards in ad hoc, often un-
satisfactory meetings with provincial governments, in
which the national government usually has the initia-
tive.

The Cabinet, of course, is supposed to be representa-
tive of the provinces and regions, as well as of the na-
tion. Even so, the provinces consider themselves not
well enough represented in federal institutions and
functions. One of Trudeau's primary proposals, there-
fore, is to convert the present ineffective Senate into

a more powerful “House of Federation,” with half

its members appeinted from the provinces and half by
the prime minister.

In theory, legislation coming from the House of Com-
mons to this second chamber would have to be shaped
with an éye to provincial interest. The House of Fed-
eration also would have power, somewhat similar to
the U.S. Senate’s, to consider the prime minister’s
appointments to regulatory boards and to the Supreme
Court.

This may not go far enough; as an advisory committee
to the government of Ontario has recommended con-
verting the Senate to a “House of the Provinces,”
with all its members provincially appointed, And it
leaves untouched what may be the heart of the prob-
lem.

At present, powers not specially allocated to the pro-
vinces or to the national government are reserved to
the latter; and areas of supposed provincial jurisdic-
tion are sometimes invaded by the unlimited federal
spending power—as in, say, a cost-sharing health pro-
gram conditioned on federal standards.

(¢) 1978 The New York Times News Service
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