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I 

lbo ood , 

eb . 29 , 1 2 40 

oh or able U her • Bu d ie , 
an:- Te tlernen of t he C0mm i t t ev : 

n ehA lf of C"l=> T"rtr ,e .f·'' ilia t cl T1 ibes of F ort er t ho ld 

Re~e r vat i n , 0 tate of Tor t ko t n , I h, nk y, 1 . f r t is o-or">ortun ity 

t o pre e t t ,.,.ou , ':Ind tli.ro11p·11 O ' l 

t e Un ited ~.t:;gtes , w at the for em'"'nt inned tr· es c o sider s fficient 

re·· s on for the pess 8fl-'d ()f . 41 v h ich I her b resD0ctfull.r ~all ~o 

your c,ttent ion t hat t he fo le , i ng st;Jtem nt be in lucJ d in trie ecord 

of heRrinps before your commit1.,ee in or de t '1.,it t "le wi8hes , -rur p0ses , 

and the po. ition of ur peoole ln as l in . tl1e 0:::ir ·,1 s. 8 rr0. of b i. 11 

1 n. w p n ding be for .... Lie T-{0 1 s I ndian .n..f1 airs ,J o. rrJi ttee may be 

""'ttee, a.~ 

e l ev·nt o t he clsim f ,L00 ,00 n tic ip~ted b th ' ree 

ffj li8 ted 'T1ri be, 3 · order :ir t t er ma 9r es ..,n t 4: ·1e i cln i111s for 

ompensn tion under t e 8r ic les i nt~, t~P- Ly fl 6 neg tia ed with 

t hem by f-l dul / out:'1oriz9cl c rnmis ion ~ent 8m onp- them by the vernmant 

yP t~_,j tTrited St · tA~, ·n.cl mider tr1.cJt tr , t, they f'\ ? t-d t~e i.r and 

t . 3nrl s .cepted t'1q d min i on cif t1s Go e-rm to the Unit<_d St ~os . 

'he Thre0 "- - i i , ted T .!'l-):3s by the 9b Je f u ,t~ · ckt be oe r "Tlit te d t0 g o 

int co·11 t to se o ~ ent of t~o debt they b ~eve the u o rern~en t 0f 

t e ni ed tat es o · s then . 

to go in o c 0'1rt , to ores n 

rig t 

eir c Jim , ave them djudi crrt~d b ' the 

c o u t a s t o ~ he the r r not the , r-11 • e j u .. t c 8 ims , an cl El s to v he the r or not 

t ey nre ent· t1e t f air c mp ns8tion . 

To the Three 1. fili · t ct 1l1r i bes their rig--it o f oc UD.!mcy is ~ eB • 

The rig t ~nd hist0rv 3nd p.:ends of our De• lo 1-. ·e anded down fr m 

penera~ion to peneretion by writ ter records , nc. erbAlly . 

a bl:_r h: vinp ~bis ri h t of occupancy , 

n q 1es ·.rm 

nized ri ahts 



# 
under the whit e -n n 1 s ~ s , und t1es i gh ts oe iri r: s pe ci ict. v reco1m i z ed , 

by t7.e f a ct t'-l " t t he Governmen t o t he Unitol S t :1 tes sent ..1 duly auth

or · z d c ommis s i n - 3mong our onoo e to nego i te treat ies wi th them , made 

to tiem certa i n promis es of lands 'md g oods 3nd benefits in return for 

whi ch onr PenPJe P"=i ve u:J t '1eir larger pos s e s "' ions 8nd r.c epted the wh i te 

msn 1 s e;ov e r !lment , vh. i ,h promises were ne v e r fulfilled , t h e ~and an , Gross 

Ven tre 9nd rika ree ndi~ns be linve t ~a t t h nited Sts 1:;es Uove r n~en t 

ow e8 the m. 3 f a i C'1mp0ns 8 tion . 'I'h e c a i -ns t ti1t const it11te th is rle t 

they sk Congres !Cl t . per111i t t½em to present i n court . 

•' e be lieve non p3ymen t of t is ~'!00 , 000 debt is due to t '1e f qct ;:,f 

wh., t t he wh ite men c 9 ll t'le "Ind i Gn Prob l err.s '! ~e fee l t-i::it t 'le soluti0n 

of tlii 0 nrobl em [lnd the we lfare of t h e Three • ffiliated Tr ibes c , n b e 

secured by t 11e enF.1 ctrne n t of th is bi_ 1100n w11.ich we nsk from you a 

'.3 o a bl re port . ur people ha d fsit h i n the ~onesty of t '1.e Tni.ted 

t ot es '-'overnmen t; W7.,')n t1eJ si::;ned t·ie tredu7i of j_ 06 . ,,es 11 7 DA Ve 

our clG i -ns be f ere t:1 Unite .'.) t a tes Li our t of G q ims for ad j 1dicc ti 0n . 

,le be li0VG ·:10 ':HVt:1 ,i 1st ::.:1 i ms . ,ve '1 rc wil l in r- and anxious tr:i 

I nterior anrl Of fie or I diAn , ff Ai~st o decide . T~e tre~ty f 1866 

:n8 de nn the i n i tiBtive of the United t ote8 G::ivernme·nt r ~ .... odera l 

y the nn i t8 r t at e s 

Gov e r nmen t . I t 1T1s b t:en t7,· s ctj_on of t '.1e Tni ed t ~te~ Govern'TI n t that 

t e:,~ fg il e d r' f fu fill men • 

Our snds ert:l tnken fr o111 us by t rn Uni te d ." t a tes G v e rnir.en t . 

were put into t'1e ubl lc clor11'3 i n )f the Uni.Led 't te s li ')v e ne"'1en t . The 

rn ')ney r e ceived for them fr om t ~1.e setters' 10 wer e r: ·ven title to t 11e'11 

anrl posses sion of the 07 r;ne Uni ted ti:, te a U)v e r·m ri t were out into the 

T l.-, f t " 8 '1' __ J re or , ~ ee ,ffiliJtc~ ~rihas he t ee 

t l .is debt P 1'l t sr ~ .:,3 )Ut of tl:eir d is oas8ess ion of t '1?- Q'r ·1t 3virl 1s lnnble 

1~1nds t hey n e e os~e<ised and 0 11t of t;1.e f y ' lure of t'1e o e r nment to 



f 1 _· 11 the D j 8 c;:, in t ~lH 1266 ·:1 • th '1. m, · m 'ter bv tW e 

·,s-rtmen t f tli.e I nterior .- L t'ld 01-"'l,:-e or I nd · n • fLir 

.. e Thr ee .L f ·_ i·-1L, Tribes , · n t e matt I 0f t e i 

•➔kinf;J' anc 

o n 

trle r .n cie . 

propriot·n:ns by Lhe o 5"ess o.n.d t};e D pr'.1r t 1. .1..a I erior and 

fo ·,; bu 1• 1n t; s e ir. tho cc ordir g 

ucl L. • ? r-•, r ,/ re i f' '1 , d b .. _ t \n, ..1. o 0 C on b !1 , L . .... c J•, O;mi -

r 0 ern'11u t O\fes u • 

\~; t l it m rg ·md. splr..L.1._;: .. u~., val1.te t 1 ·- cPri . ~ be co111puted into do la s q 

F · e d te 

t~ th ve been dee oµ G tP t1~~ . t 

3 d le Nith n:.. d,.,n re Dnd ,) ,-r')n sen e ·m; sh·ire of t:1.0 pens8 ti. n 

rr8 n t rl t ·1. 

~' '-' 1 es pect fu. l,r ,,.. a_ ues t -oerrnis ':' · n t -, r.ro bt: or 3 +-
1

--i d tJ ourt 

tj n 0ve r our pcnole 

_·_rid ut · e hBve a 

he pr )er aut~ r · tj es h' .,. smg ·uri ic 

P lL. · s t ho:v to c i urse the m. n ... y 1 n L e 

.1 .. -.rri 1':,t . 



~ omrnend tl1is R r, t~1TJ1 .Jn t t,, ""T n, r o · nest ;: nrl o. ,-r i o1 s ., ons id r_n-.J, ti on • 

,8 0ld 011rsol'ds in r.·Hin'-' 3 tn 1..brn·t my · r-Porr11_.cin11 -3-n·-dl·' ., t0 1s 

W i ,h , ig 1 be vq lun b v to vou . ·e ask , th_ t s uld ob · ., c t· n to fa v -

or ble re~omrrv _d t · '1 s o · 1 S . 14 be prese L ted, we h ve an op r:, or -

un t y to rep.. t ere t o gt th pr sent or s hearinp- . 

I t11. n y u cr. -➔ ·n , gentlern ... n , for t1is " i n Jurt . '' 

v-.{' "',J -e~ pee tfu 1 ours , 

" 
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