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Senator Mil ton ft. Y·ounc 
Senate Office Bldg. 

-.1:Rep. uaher :Burdick 
Bouse Office �ldg. 

Hon. Jred .A.a ndahl 
Department of ,the Interior 

Hon. Glenn .L. snmon• 
Juaea• of Indian Affa1n 
waahington 25, D. C. 

Honorable Gentlemen: 

fort Berthold ID41an Resenation 
Mand.are•. I'. Dakota ' 

' 

2q Sept•ber 1955 

You gentlemen are of_ course already acquainted. with the lnd.ian lan.da problems. 
A• I under•tan4 it fQr aOYU years in the past the Jori :a.rtbol4 Tribal council 
has been 'bu.wring up land on the 1eaenation whenever it •• offered for ule 
11am the.n holding it in a land. ,pool unt11J it eoult bee�• a part of aa econ­
omic unit". !hie wa1 surely a goo4 sound way to ·comolidate anell pa�oel• of 
•fraetionatei lan411, and to cGnaerve it for wae by the I!ld1an comma.nity. 

wow, however, because of an ad.mini1trati·H order by the :aureau of Indian 
Affatra the Tribal council 1• pro:l;Ub1ted from buy-inc lan4 even though it ha• 
plenty of funds for doing so. The pre•ent policy,. •• we un.derttand it, 1• to 
sell land to the pu'llie through •1·upeni•ed land aal••11• 'J.'hit meana of course 
that the comparativel1 1mp·overi9he4 Indiana of the conimunit7 muat co121pete in 
pl"ice offers •11Bina t. ••err millionaire intereated in the land. 'fhu• the com­
munity aow can hardly prevent i ta land baae from being a old out trom um.er 1 t, 
or alienated. from Indian hand.I. surely it 18 undetirable to  force the brea1t-u;p 
of thi• ancestral coamntt1, eapeciall7 •o for compatively helple•• Indiana who 
are not yet fully aseimilated into the geneJlll culture of \he United Statea. 
Since nany of them do not have &J11 other akilll beaidH agriculture and hmiUng 
am fiahing on the land., they will be forced to beecme landleaa unemployed., un­
•lrllled. la.boia, or low-pa14 agricul ture.l laboren. It ••ema eepecial17 crnel to 
add thi• burden to the Jort Jer\hold Indiana who haYe 1utfered ao muoh from the 
forced relocation and read.Juatment1 due to the aarr1•on dam proJec,. 

1'be:refore we 1trongl7 urge 7ou to do eYex,thing in y-our powe,r, or to uae fully 
your influence to penuade the l3i19e&U of Imian Affaira t o  rnerse it• nn 
policy ,,,, and to permit and encourage the Tribal council to bUF all IaUan 
lands put up for ••le. The Bureau eould prob8bl7 effectively adYiae the Coun­
cil on eonaolidat'6c .f'arma and ianehea,. and on helping young Indian farmere get 
a good ata rt on the land. we under• tand that there i• no,-, change in law in­
vol Ted here, but 1lmpl7 ad.min1atrative order and polic7. 

We will certainly very deeply apPreciate all \ba.t you will do to he.lp ,lmeri�n 
Indians. Thank you Yery much for your trouble in advance. 

Reepeett'ull7 vted, 

�.it, pastor. 
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