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Notes taken by Tribal stenographer, on Conferences held
.
July 16 ard 17, 

relatfve to Indian Bureaus approval Comprehensive Plan 
presented by Commi .. ssioner I s reprasenta ti :ves, Homer B. J enk_ins and others . 

July 1.5, 19.54 Mr. Homer B. Jenkins -.Representative for Commission�r's 
· Office. 

• • • 

I came out h8re, Mr. Cross, to present to you the plan which was brought 
about by tho.Garrison Project. We won•t go into it this morning but will go  
into it tomorrow.· :However, I think it will be vJry.wisc to get to  thc·�cneral 
idea. 

Personally, I am no travelling salesman and I am not here to try to 
sell you' this. plan but presenting 1 t to you for your consideration. It is 
something that will be of b0n0fit·to you in a long run. It may be good or 
it may be bad. I want you to consider this thing car;.3fully. • I know you 
folks have been acquainted with other rasolutions and have worked them out 
succossfUlly. 

On the 17th of Hay, the Kalamath Indians of Oregun prasented n plan 
simi.l�r to this to the bureau. 

First,. this plan is ··to provide for the termination of Federal super
vision ever tho property of the Throe Affiliated Tribes of the Fort Bert-
hold Resorvntion located in the Stats of North Dakota and certain individual 
members of the tribe. Second, it was prepared for these who wish to leave 
could leave rmd thos·c wh!J wish or desired to remain could stay. The Kala.math 
Indians were gi-vcn 5 yaars and oth�rs· too. 

This plan has boon infc-rmally approved by the C0mmissic.ner, Sccrcltary 
and hP.s boon n long ccntroversy .-::;var this nature. I am nut an old h:md as 
those other men as I formally worked eight yacJXs ��th the Anny Engin�ors, 
I found out I could net fight them, So I decided t(i ·work with thsm and after 
a long discussicn with this plan, and this plan was informa_lly nppr'_:v0d. 

Mr. Cross was right when he stnted that he did not see this plan. On 
one of Mr. Cross• s trips to Washington, t'1is plan was offered to him but he 

· backed a.v.ray as if it were a-rattle snake and ·would not touch it with a ten 
foot polo. Cross, in his work has been honest, diligent and has dono his 
best. I am going to turn this Comprehensive Plan over to th� Chairman 
and the outline of this draft will be printed in the nows Bull3tin and I. 
say again, give serious consideration anc analyze this plan amongst your
solf or in small gro�ps and after you and if you agree �rith the printing 
of it, tell your·counciL�on so· it will be r3&dy for congressional r3view 
and consideration. After you have discussed this plan thoroughly and 
find spots that ·should be amended,· don.• t hesti ta ta to see your Councilmen 
for discussion and we will. be· glad to discuss it with you. This is a little 
old and a little new, because of.the old, the old of the flooding of Elbo
woods and new because of this plan. It is _our plan.to .propose to you, the 
Agency staff for you to discuss and work it out basically. 
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Here he ��a� - ,th� plan
. 
'a.i:id stated >�be_ :thre� ;alternatives . aqd than 

Mr. Cros� said .i't wa� · • lunch t�e and , the �Counci.l _rrtemb�:r.s were.given r�cass 
until the next day at 10 o'clock white man's time. 

Juiy 15 ,- 1954, W. 0. Roberts, Area Directo;: Aberdeen Area Office Re
presentative. 

• 

� I \: , • 
1 -.. • 

I am glad to be here this. morning t_� he�p you arrange to stuq.y t�o. 
.. _prop9sal whic,h Mr. JQnkins presented -to you. · Arising .from the .Gar:r;-ison , 

Dam. This is an unusual situation and I believe it is up to you people 
who have to give it serious consideration and to work it out. This situat
ion, it, was necessary. for .the (}qvernment t,o _take certain lands. b.o�qnging 

_ to tho Three Affiliated Tribes and that t,aki�g. nec.es_s3: tat�s the r�maining 
procedures and now_ :this si tuat�qri }:las: risen . . S-:iveral other In:iian tribe.a 
have haq, .a similar s�t\µLtion·,prfsented to t�m. • • _ . • - • 

The Area office, Washington offic� �nd tribal coun�ilme� are work�ng 
to holp you I ndians settle and work it out with you.· I attended a con
f�renc0 of oth1:.1r Indians and thGy .are not as_ well off as y.0u •. 'They -have 
received only the plan . 

. I would like :to assure you that tho ,a.roa· offi�0 -.is interosted .in the 
overall situation and as anxious as you aro in getting tho matter settled. 

I hav� lived alll(;)_ng -t�e Indians a: long time, . that I almost feel like 
one and I know how_,they feel so \,,a ��e going-1;,o work out a way in which to 
spent this rnon�y. The nature ot this-.issue, I saw a copy of it but I am 
not tolling how I got it, Mr. Jenkins, I believe has or alro'?�Y knows wh0:r0 
I go� it. I will ncG';l to -go .on my way. af ter-_lunch out I. can .as sur-3: you 
that the Agency staff :·an4. th� Abe�oen offi�q will accept the gen3ral 
statements <?-t .tpe,-paople. .Tt10re :•will be. _many st,udies. of yo:u. Indians �vail
able _which will gi·ve .a fPO_d picture qf the Three Affiliated Tri bes. - As 
the old saying goes, money. caqnot ·replace,:vrhat has been taken away but we 
can always us0 the money. However, the question is of the settlement to 
be arrived at. ; .. , ' . .. •, j,, • , 

.. Saw Mr. Cross 'in� February i.n .l�s_hi�gto-n::and what .l}.e tolq. you' is factual, 
diligent �nd on t�e_job�· I had_.,to.discuss vdt� Mr. Cro�� many things, :·and 
I am sure the Councilmen y�u ha:\{e to repr�se_nt .:Y9U,. yoµ· ought to be able to 
get a very cloar un�er_standing .of _this p:i;-qposa_l •. You want .. tq study this 
thing and get the op�niun� of th�: _peop�e . . 

. A plan has qeen made to the Turtle �o��ain. ·Indians. . The ·fact has 
scared man,y Indians�. Those Indians wore.!righten by Resolu�ion 108, they 
should no·t •• be frighten, after

.
ail Inqi.a�s.' are cap�bl� p•3ople.and·_�cwe·,the 

conviction.they they can' io anyt,hing when
.
given the opportunity. I :, am .. nGt 

• saying the Resolution 108: should bl? adspt�4 and_.accoptod but ·1 t is. �m
portant that overy tribe ·in the United State9 ·stu1y this situation _ care

•• fully ancl they only ·�ow_ what �� be�t bflsed on roas�n ��d good j�dgo�ont 
and what is satisfactcry to' the !n1ian people. 

• • 



Matters handled on emotionally is not a way to work them out. � 

I say again, I am sorry I will not be hero this .;tftornc (_·-n to go t:,n the 
tour Mr � Cross has mentioned but I will leave in my place, Mr. Glenn Land-

• blcom, Assistant Area Director of RGS (?it+CGS. ·and Graham H;olme�, Area C : :un�ol 
to assist you in anyway they may b0 able too. 

July i6, 1954, Mr . Hc,mer Jenkins , Reprcscnt�tive. for Co�issioncr ' � Office. 

As Mr. Cross has told y-.,u, r · am out hero tc present tQ you the plan 
that has boen inforr.1ally approved by . the Secretary for the supervis.ion 
ovQr the trust and restricted. pr0p0rty and . tribal assets belonging- tu the 
Three Ju'filiate:-i Tr_ibcs. _ As y�u can see, this plan is a r�mgh -iraft for 
discussie:n purposes \ ·nly and it is  up .te, y,ou people to ,lecLle whether ycu 
will accept this plan or nc,t. I want to bri.cfly run over the general plnn 

• ,)f the thing, than I will ge: ,:-· ver tho plan section by so�tion. 

Roner.lbor ono thing, _ re�cnbcr this proposecl _plan presented is prepared 
on the solo theory that the pecple nf the ThrcG Affiliated Tribes who wish 
to or clccide tc get the money for per capita ·basis -must arrange a. plan 
sui tabl0 for theos_elves. • • • • 

Generc.:.lly· the provisic.ns cif this. plan is as folkw� : . 
1 .  Tho settlement of fumts to be c�istri:bute.J. after. setting :aside . con

taino:1 • in S.cctic)n,s 4 an.-1 5 in ·.Public . Lftw 437 . Out cf fi vo m.illLm in 1948 
fu nis wore sot_ a.sLle which payments froo tribal lanrl taken, minerals _above 
or bolc•w the subsurface. 

2 .  To establish an; l rcloc?.ting the _people in the talcing area . 
' . 

3 .  The . right t'-� reject their appraisal an :l c;:;ulj_ go tn ccurt ·if tl\oy 
rej ecte_d for just �cmpensation. 

4 � Setting _aside sufficient runr:::s to pay any in-.-lobtness. 
. . 

This plan has thr0e alternatives. Herc th� three main reas�ns wore 
road by Mr.  Jankins, such as to place . in .tho h<'.n'..lS c-f a truste�, c�:;r- . 
poration etc." This will afford you 5 YGars tc'i nake that plan -out for sub
mission · to Ccngres's . 

Now to got intc the present plan in o'r that • s in a '. lraft f ·.::irn which 
reads f c'r c!iscussion purpose only . Outline was roa:l arrt explained after 
each secticn was ready by Jenkins. 

11.fter recess, qucsticns an :.l answer pcrio l began . 

Jenkins later .on the afternoon. Isn ' t it customery to hand certain 
mess on people . We went down to the extreme wost. It was so far that Mr. 
Shane had to drive home. We visited many places down there and . found so.me 
people were not home . We found some plaqes neaded correction and some .. .  
didn ' t need correction. We took : pict�es of the places so we may have them 



to take back with "us to show. I talked with onG woman who was ·vory happy 
about hor place and one woman who was unhappy and will make a �cport to take 

··back with us . :·_, ·, , ' • • • 
I • • ( I 

Mr .  Jenkins ,- -during ·the qucstion :and answer sossion- stated tnis to one of 
the questions asked: 

The closing of tho roll. In the next 10 years your enrollment has· devqlop-
. -ed · and as y-0u - gc along the • �nrollnient will ·speed up and · in the riext 10 

years you vrl.11 have an increasing largo 0nrollm0nt.  If you contin�o to cn
roll · :your onrollmcfnt will be leas ... and less . · Y0ur tribal property er · land 
amounts to about t,r approximately 20,000 acres: . The ·enrdlL'n.snt is ti.bout 
2700 or ccnsists of about 2'700 members · so· your interest · in the .tribal land . 
and after you· divide- ·20,000 into 2700 wuuld -'give or all each wo-uld ·be about 
10 • acres -cf· laruL Subsurfac.o rights will be kept fur at loa_s·t 10 ytJars or 
more � . 

Mr . Cross, in question tcj Mr. Jenkins, after getting Jenkins attention had 
to: a·sk hi-s question twice . Mr ; Cross, qu-Jstich, it seems to m0· you wore 
-scmt to bL) ck . ·tho p0r capita, paymorit � · 

,. . 
. ... 1· . 

Mr . Jenkins, Answer, Jenkins stated, that is exactly correct. · I't scorns to 
me that Warren Spaulding said so far as _ t�o Buroa� is concerned we arc not 
oppose to per capita bti.t now if you folks cor.fo' up with a plan with· a just 

• plan ,ve will be tickled to have · it·� ·we do not say this is the final answer 
't

1
0: (you. : vb did hot, done to �orcc the ·&iclsiori on you, , if you think you are 

capable o f  taken· care of ioursel ves ; · · than what in the thunder do • you \•rant 
tho Bureau fo r anyway. 1 • •  • 

I carno out here by the invitation of ·Mr. Cross, I .  am sarty th:.tt· 1ir. 
Ziegler could not be her�, but he was tied up mid Rox Loe is .in charge . 
:Mr .. R0ed, vrl.11 plan to mako a:. trip ·hero and I assure you t:,hat ·what YDU people 
have said vdll bo cnrried back to tho C � :m.missionor frcm . oe. t · ·a:ssure you 
to t ake time tc study this plan thoroughly to analyze this and . than · if you 
would like Mr. Ziegler er me we will be glad ·to c '·:1:1e here. · t · ;:lo- not in-
tend to take the rausting away £rem ycu a.pd I .s_ay again I wa.s glad to be here .  

� 
• 

'Y • 
I .• 

• t ,' 
., ," ' 

• 

Mr. Cross' r wi-11 not consider or reqr.1mm6nc1 rn.y pacple _ t:o ·dc:-rrside'r I t,his d�_a:rt 
and I a:r.i surry to see it and I will'. try; ·to ar:rplify that_. �he{ poc-t;,i_ng is 
still in progress. 

Mr •. • Jenkihs, .this draft was drawn up for rej0cticn of this, · all w::/ are c;i.sk-
in:g you is to :. ·devfs 0 a plan f cr  · the use cf · �his mc)ricy . • • ., • , .. 
nars . Rosie Cre w Flius High, questfon tc Mr. Jenkins . Did Mr . �ros�. bring 
this plan tc us like the people have· been s·aying? 

Mr. , Jenkins:; · here are tho words that C(:;r.m:rl.ssion0r gave no. Mr . _·Ziegler, J.iir. 
_ I1,ox Loc - nakc this raootings on this fact/ + ·fntoryicd to mike · any w>:r� nt the 
propcs0d plan but Mr. Cross diri not ·1ook into the plar( anc:. that is What he 
told you here:) while in Washington n ·.c-. last·.- . •  Mr � Cro�s : · "11r . _··E::t�-:cms · told 

· ··: oe· to 'greet the Three ; Affiliated Tribes :· ana • sa:Ld for -me - ·to· teil 'the people that 
we haYe a good Commissioner now and \hut he would ,ho ld everything about .the 

plan until he heard furth0r from mb · .,, 

- 4 -
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BRIEF .-RESUME. OF THE GENERAL.:. COUNCIL MEETINGS OF JULY 16, �-D JUl,Y, l-7 REµT_lVE TO 
r • ·  I ; .t • •

• 
•,; ,1 • • I • �, . , I , { •• 

THE OOMMISSlONER ' S; "COMPREHENSIVE. i=>LAN FOR F_O� BERTHOLD_1t.�; __ P�SENTED ijY � AO  

( .:  

HOMER JEN·KINS . - RECORDED., .BY, RALPH }it. ,:· .SHANE, StJPERINTENDENT . • 
' :  • •• t · · ·  

.- . 
• • • • ,. � ,1 • • 

. . 
�- : -' _;- 'The 'large·r pa.rt· of.; the morning sdssion· was ·•given- · to Mr . Homer Jenkins -to· 

pf���n:t; and �xpla.in .,the' · 11Comprehensive Plan·" in detail . • F'ollowing - Mr .  Jenkins I 
1,;res��t�tl:on, M-r � ·Cross , ·meeting'· cha.irnian, t�ried the mee•ting over to· people on 
the· · flo·or to - ask ·Mr . •  J·enkins . questions' " regarding -· the plan : · The question-and;_ 
a!l·S�iS:r. ,sessiori · is �riefly as follows· . .- . 'None · ·or the· remarks a-re word-for-:-word ; • 
triny e.re me:r·ely · summaries of the main points as brought 'out 'by the various · speakers . 

r,.., I •  .. • • • ' 
. ; 

'lrtLi.IAM DEANE : -• ·wi,o 'is ; going to pay the expense of Tribal·- Council· · members assigned 
-c, t')  m�et.ings with the reservation people to disseminate the information relative 
to t�1e 1 1Comprehsnsive ,Plan" to reservation groups? 

I • • - l • • l· , .. - 1 ,• t ;_ • ; .-_.. .� \ ' '"• ,. 1 '1," 
-, • 

B�T YOUNG BIRD· (from . the · floor") : • Ben reiterated the question -asked by · Mr . • Deane . 

Ti.W S�DrTED W(?LF: , The presentr; :per capit'a pa.ynent- should be seph.rated from any 
p�:-oposa1· · for· temnation or Federal-: ·services . The Garrison Dam' is c;ontrary to 
t.�1 -� Wheeler-Howard Act-. which' promised -freedom ·of action ·in· saief ·of 1ands ,  etc . 
·r:!.e GA.rrison Dain took our , la.n<fs and · it- didn 't  make · a:ny·: difference . what we thought 
s.b0ut it . We should get half or· the ·money that i s- on ;· deposit in the Treasury, 
at least , to indicate good faith of the Government in its · promises . The Indian 
Bureau policies are always painted rosy but are always later reversed . 

. . \. ..... . . ' . ' . . .,,. ' •· . . : � • • ' 

Recess for lunch at 12 : 40 p . m .  Meeting reconvened at 1 :45 p .ni. -

¥..r . Crt">ss ,  chairman�- called for · reports by :t'.ir . Ra.wie , Miss filoodworth, and 
¥ir .  Jenkins relat·ive to -the· · tours of · inspection of relocated honiesit·es on the 
rAs3�.rati� to · indicate justificat'ion for payment· · ·or per -capita- atJ -- tJlis time to 
take c�re; of ' - innr..ediate· '. and pressing· neeas of t�e. ·Indian ) reloc-atees . ; ; The mee_ting 
at that -t�e was turned ._ back to ·a question-and-answer sessi�n·� - · . 

BEN YOUNG B!RD ! ' I would +ilce to have ·:our Area Legal Counsel/ Mr .1 · Graham Holnies;  
give an interpretation· of thi·s ·bill in very simple · language · scf  that we· can under�-' 
stand. 'l'he bill �s writt�n in �ighly technical terms and we cannot understand it 
that way. : · • • · 

:· 1 - :· • ·- : ' , • ' • ·, • • • • • · •• 
a-: • • ,. � • -.. .• � ., 

I
•

• !. • t , I 
" • / }•. • • • ; • ; • • 

GRAHAM HOLMF13·:· The ·bill contains r·our· main points arid I -will· discuss ea.ch <>1" ·• ' 
theµi as· , simply· as ' I can . (1 ) Closing· of the . 'Roll_: _ · -�he ·- Tribal= roll will be ,. • 

closed . - · Th:i:s· ;is 'done· so that the · Gove�nment· will· know exactly how many shares : . • 
to divide the money into. That doesn 1t · inean that your children, ·even· though �hey 
cannot be enrolled, will not 1,:)e ab:J_e to participa�e in inh�ritai:ice of property . . 
It w:Lll be · sirriilar ·to the headright ' claim. ·upon your death your unenrolled · - � 
c_hildren ·ili.ll_. inh�ri.t ·your · property and the children· will receive - the'ir -share·s ,  
as designated 'by ,your will, · of your.- one: headright· claim. -C -2 )  Tribal' ·Property: • • 
What· are you ·getting out of your·· tribal- property now? Y·otf are· ·getting the "in..;. 
tangible' damages from· the · Garrisori Reservoir· -paid on a tribal basis . This · bill 
provides for. · ·a· ·t·r�sfe:r1 of title o_f tribal property ·to a· - company· or · a cor.p·oration, 
with this ·company· or· corporation op�r�ting under,. State charter, either· :to mariage : . 
this property as ·a : pusiness for profit ;� ·t_h�- ·proceeds · or whfbh· wotild be. divided by 
headright:i �  • ·or to liquidate or �sell the -property ·,in • order that the' proceeds �rom 
the sale might be divided by headrights .  In the sale of tribal property for 
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liquid'ation., .. the subsurface right s ,  - or miner.al rig}its or-· ·oil :rights ,  will ' :be 'held 
at least 10 years, or until it is possible to determine the value of the mineral 
rights for purposes of: paying off an individual who would like t o  take: . severance 
from the tribe ,witll - �ull payment to him of his aha.re in tribal assets . 
(3 ) Allotted Land : Allotted land will not change in stattis unless you request it . 
The status of your allotments will not change unless you make a request for a fee 
patent . (4)  Termination · or Federal jurisdiction : You can get a Certificate of 
Competency if you apply f or it , and you will apply for it if you want to be free 
and the same as any other citizen . You are a citizen now. You have the same 
privileges nQw as any other c itizen except '4th regard to - t·ru�t, lands and buying 
liquor . You can come and go as you please,  just the s_ame as I can . . You can vote 
the same as · I can,  but you cannot sell your land the same as _I . . can . Your land is 
bcld in trust and restricted as to sale . Under this bill , a minor child .will be . 
subject to the same laws as my c_hildren . They will be ·subject to the State laws . 
'I�1ere ar.e two ways f.or the Qovernment to g�t out of the Indian business .  Che is 
ty dispositio� of tribal property and the second · is  by declaration of competency 
·or"' Indian individuals .  - _ If' ,this plan is rejected, no one lmows what plan will be 
presented next . 

RSN YOUNG BIRD : Did you same s omething about · income tax? Has any determination 
sv·er been made about whether Indians _have to pay income _ta.?C on their oil money? 

GRAHAM HOLMES: • File your inc.ome t� return and claim your . exemption . Pay your 
t ax -as it figures out , bµt pay it under protest and file a request for immediate 
I'el'und · of taxe s  paid . The Income r� Law -was passed in 191.3 . Whether or not 
I".':1.dian people pay _ -taxes on income · from trust lands · is a matter. of interpretation 
o f  the law by court s rather �l;lan a specific statute as to whether they pay taxes 
en  in�ome from trust land. 

, . 

BEN YOUNG BIRD: Will the bill be presented to c·ongress ·exactly as it is being 
presented to u�? , 

HOMER JENKINS : - . If the bill is presented in its pres�nt form,. it should pass 
Congress in the exact _.fonn submitted . If there are any changes made in the bill, 
the tribe shouJ_d- ·· be given -the opportunity to recommend relative t o  any change 
whatsq_ever.. • (Mr .  JenJd.ns explained that the bill· as it is prepared now has been 
considered by the Commissioner ' s  Office and has been- thoroughly studied and ten
tatively approved by the Office of the Secretary of the Interior, and if the 
T ribal Council accepts the bill as presented now, there is no reason to believe 
that it would not go through Congr�ss exactly as it is written now. ) 

BEN YOUNG BIRD: Our past experience - has shown that a bill is presented and ex
plained to the people . Then it goes back to Washington ,  and when it passes 
Congress,  -they have de�:eted from the bill - all the _parts that th!:3 . Indian people 
liked about i:t . • The bill for the Garrison Dam was explained to:· us and it had a 
lot of- things in it that the Indi_an people thought were good, but when the bill 
w:�s passed,  �11 - of the,se parts were deleted·. 

DAVIS PAINTE : . My ·h9Jlle --�s  in pad shape after relocation , and we need pe r  capita 
in .order; to :(ix up our homes that have been relocated and are in an unsatisfactory 
condition after- being moved . I looked, a�ross the field one day �oward Jey': mother ' s  
home and saw ·something that looked like a flag flying from the pump handle . I 
went· up there and found my mother trying - to pump her. well . • I watched my mother 
trying t,o pump water and it looks like she· is doing the '.'Charleston . 11 The se deep. 
wells - are no good . Tney told ua. our houses will be moved up t o  the hills and . be 
in as gqod a shape _as 1 :t�ey were be_fore, but -if you look at them now, yoµ will find 
that th�y are- not .. in , satisfactory c-ondition ._ _- - May my hous� rest in pieces on the 
hill ! 

• -
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MART!N FOX (PAIGS BAK3R, INTERPRETER) ·: . - Martin° ex.pres·sed c onfideriee i:n the · gentle
men pre sent . He stated· that he- Has · 'b'ill's ·to 'be · paid-l arid he need·s the , per capita 
in order t o  pay the_se bills . White people have a h�bit of demanding payment of 
their 'bills . • , ·  N�: we·. are demanding· _payment· ·or- our -bills . .. • t At one t ime· an· att'empt 
was made to · -move the se Indians •from Fort· · Berthold · to· ': the Indian · ·t·erritory in • • 

• •• 9k�a'iioma . ·
0
ne· man ·st·ood otit by himself against - this·· proposaT�· That· . man · was· :· ' . . 

w President - Grant·:. , President · Grant promised that as · rong as our �-an.d existed- ,we·· 
would riot ·-be· moved off of >-it . ' Later, · President McKinley' made, - a -:promise · that-- rfo· • 
white man would ever come·: into· otir reservation · ·and move us ·off - 'or '.bother -us : • Now 
the se pepple are bqthering us . When Martin Fo� was in Washington, he talked to 
Corigressinan ' Bl.irdick ,1 ' -a.nd :C·ongre:ssmail : 'Burtiic�. - �sked I him i·r he wanted·: full per ·capita. 
Bu.rdick also asked him, "Do you know that when you get it , 1t· ·  wi:l:l: ·-be' c:'ormec·ted 
��ch wi��dr�wal ? 11  Jhlrdick said_ he could open the qoor to walk out at sJx o '_ clock 
ff that ' s  what ·they ·wane.': ' If � buy -a: mat.ch' ·st'ick from· a white 'man, lie -waht·s pa.y
tr.ent . So do we . You can put your papers back in your briefcase , t·aR'Ef theni back 
t o  Wash�ngton, and forget aboµt them . Who is trying to fool whom7. If ,Y�U don ' t  
want_ to_ pay · th� rri:0t1•ey, . give u s  ca.ck ' our land . - .  ., • , • 

•. !-: · : : . . , • • · i - • • • 
! : • : • ' ' ; r' r : 

. •, • • -, ••  • \ • "  
1 { • . ; \  ! • 

NIKE MASON : The Tribal C ouncil
. 
has · worn ' a 'big trail to Washington t·rying to get 

this six mill�on doll.�rs . vfuile it i_s in t�e. Treasury, it is dra�g_ interest . 
Let·:, s · just leave · it · in Wasl,l:lngton· to· draw· ·interest� ·sometime they will -get • 
ti'r�d'_ of 'it and; ask ·us_ what'

1

·w(i want to ·do' 'with it'. • • • • - • • • . � ,. :. , '  • , ,  

WALTER PLENTY CHIEF : (Not allowed t o  talk · because -he ifas · a "Citizen . "  r- - · . ,,., , ' f :• • � : � , • .... 0 

• •• ;, • , : • , • , • , : •, 
, 

.

.. ' ' • • · •  

• 

•, •,•. J • ; � ••. �.; -• ..._ � • . • • "  

C:LAR'ENCE' PERK!MS : • Wash#}gtfori:' cioe sn • t · knm{ what ·1s · going. on oul> ,here · ·on� the re ser
\-at;i�h . r r.11 tell you what 'is ··going·· ·on . · (h · the· -Fourth · ,o-r- ·July 'the ·Government 
tad 12 cops standing around and yet ·anybody· could buy· whiskey: ±r; they �wanted t o  
ge_t it . They _have dug �J.)..s for u.s .  A lot o f  this water in new wells isn 't 
fit to' d-rink'-� - . When you ·hlake c·offee out of " lt , the! ·coffee is' S< f black the' Agency 
stenographe rs could use it for ink . The basement for my relocated house is 
un�at�·sf�ct·obf:; , _,':· }_ pe�d_· ,a p�r· �api�a _ so_' that, I _�an · c�m�lete my· ¥s�m��� • • . t went 
down to 'Riverdaie · ·a:rtd wanted· to ·  -go · across at the dam> I got a ·pas-s all right , 

t . .,,,. . • "\  � t ; . ,..., . . • . f � ' . ' • • • 

but· they asked ·me where I wa:s - ·from . I told them from fil.bowoods·. • • They said 
Elbowoods is going to be fio.oded' and I said we have never been pai-d for · it yet, .  
They told me, that the money had . been sent t o  the Indian Bureau at Washington to 
pay for this' laritl . ·: · t t old hin( they should·n ' t  h_ave · sent it ther� :- - • • 'I'he;i_ ; ,should . 
hav� giv:e·n it .. �-o� us:� ' 1.'hEr game ward�ns ar_e arre s,tirig ' ·our people n�'- 'for ·:hunting 
i� th� Taking· Area; ·· anµ they are t aking· our ·gtms away from us . •. : r • • - . . _ · . • 

' . . . ; • ·. • . ,. . � •• � .  ' . • .. · :: :. ' . • ;' , _t : . 
- • i .. 

BEN YOUNG BIRD : Could we have our tribal attorney explain his opinion of this 
bill? 

• ·. ' "l. • · , i • • : 

Q .· R .  SCHULTE. (Trihal Att-orriey ) : ·1 don· • t  ·thi.rµ< it is ,fair that 'the �erniination
bill . is ·t:i:�c

f 
onto per capita ! The· Indian - ��a,.i' �is sebt�g up t-lie 'pe:r_- c a.pit-a: .as· 

a plum to'. 'get/ y9_u'(t o  take th.e tern4natiop bill. , - - _ .. . · : • . ' :  • . ·• : •  :
_ • · 

... ' • • , • . J • _. 
• ' • ., : • 

: " 

WILLIAM DEANE':· •• ·'( Re·ad· -a stat;ement' from a spe'ech of Ohmmissiorier , Emmons in· Phila
delphia . In his speech x'ir . Emmons stressed that the people ··ma.ke' '::effec'tive us·e· ' 
of their l�ds . ) . . .. . 

t .  ' 

ViARTIN CRQSS : He ··;stat-ed ' t,hat Pu:t,lic' Law 843 �was pass·ed . as a n enaoling : �ct direct� 
ing· that the nionei be di stribufecf to the- -· tribe . · · • •  . _  · • _ '  • • ." _  ·' · > • - - • • · ;  

• ' I  : ... l \ ' ;  ' � ' ' �- - . ·, I : ! ,} • 

MR .  J 3NKINS interruped to say ('On the approval of the Secretary of the Interior . " 

MR .  CROSS : This bill is new legislation to Congress to authorize expenditure of 
funds which the Secretary already has the authority to expend . It is only 
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necessary. n� .for us to - take s ome �ction strong enough to ror�e the Secretary 
of the Int-erior to disburse the funds that -are ours . • . • 

MR .  JENKINS : . It ls a trust iresporisibility • �f the Secretary of the Interior to 
protec� disb:ursement or every . cent ot tribal funds to prevent suit against the 
Government for _ dissipation of funds . The Secretary now is inviting you t o  prepare 
a plan whereby funds , on deposit · � the Ti-easury t o  the credit- of the Three Affilia-

'. ted Tribes be disbursed on - a sound basis .- • A .trustee · cannot be forced to disburse 
fllllds. when he knpws- it is contrary . _to his responsibility . 

FRANKLIN · HOWARD--: Can the t7, 500,000 • be invested in · some sound inrestment .company 
to pay pe?" capita yearly by · interest? 

' • • 

MR. · JENKINS� Any .plan devised for sound use of the· money w�d be acceptable to 
the Secr�tary .. .-

• • • • • • 

GUY Fa( (Co�ci�) : ·The money o�- �eposit in the U. S .- Treasury dr�ws 4% 
:.nterest on the · principal . This interest fund is being used' for Council expendi
tures- . It �s- no '!,ls�- .leaving this money on . deposit __ there . 

. . . . 

MRS . NORA PAINTE : I think . we should leave it to our councilmen to take care of 
our affairs . These delegates from Washington are unable to ,answer the question 
c1.bout interest . I had to plant my potato patch this year from ·potato peelings 
because they didn 't  give me any money by per capita to plant ntV' garden with . I 
wish our Superintendent would come down and look at 11\Y' potato patch . ·You people 
from Washington are not interested in us . None · or you are taking notes on- what 
-vre say except our Superintendent , and I suppose he is taking notes only on _what 
:rou say and 1-:ot 00: �-t- we say . . I need my per capita.  • 

LEVI WATERS : , I approve -this biU becauf?e I think it will be good for our people. 
•• 

I \ 

FRANKLIN HOWARD :  . When the se people were taken on . the. tour of inspection of 
relocated homesites ,  did they make close inspectioo. of pur foundations and the 
condition of our buildings ?  Di� �hey look at our wells? I have a well· that

.
is 

499½ feet deep . There i� no sense in a well -that deep . . 

MRS . GEORGE. CROW • FLIES HIGH : Now is the time to bring out • your complaints again
.
st 

our councilmen . You are always blaming our councilmen for what happens . Now you 
have a chance to watch· our c ouncilmen fight for us _. If you don •t· think they· are 
fighting for us , now is the time for you to speak against theni. I want full per 
ca.pita.  • 

'
! 

¥.lARI' IN  CROSS : I think we should reiterate our request for a $200 per capita at 
this time . I don 't think that if the Comnissioner wanted to pr�sent his plan to 
us he should send. one of- his subordinates to explain this plan to o.� · people . 
This subordinate is telling us something qifferent from what the ., Commissioner 
told me when I was in Washington . He told me to tell my people that they have a 
gqod Commissioner and the Commissioner told . me h� woµld hold everything until he 
heard • furth�r f.rom ,me . 

MRS . BYRON WILDE : · Why can 't some or our people speak? Why are not the ·pe·ople 
you c all "9itizens" allowed t.o speak? I_ think some of the olde.r people who have 
had great experience should have a chance to speak . ( Mrs .  Wilde w:as denied her 
request to sp:, ak by lfa.rtin Cross , Chairman of the meeting . )  
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GOY. ·FOX l qur Tribal· · Con$tit:utd:on . states that · :the 'Commissioner .. may· \ts'e hit1 dis� ' 
cr�tion to re�ove . the . restrictions ori lands·· tJo ' ·a:11:ow sales ,· letc . � - at the; ·request 
of an Indian individual . • . W'e ·don 't need thil ·.bill .. to facilitate our land pr9gram . .. 

� t. • • • .• .. ' 

• . • . • • 
: • ._ ,,. :- � l •• • 

,. . '{ � • 
, • . ' • 

MR .  J13NKINS :: At the reque st 'of ' .the individual . 
•• • J , ... 

MRS . SAM LINCOLN :·· I · would iike to work · on this plan or , ·sone·thing similar �o it 
to make a plan· that we would like . • • • · 

• • 
• ,' • 

• 

" J,  • "f 
I 

· Meeting 'recesse� by Mr . ' · cross ,  Chairmn, to 9 , 00 ·A .M�· , Saturday mr.rning, 
Ji1ly l7 �· - .. _ • •  .. , , ·, · · · \ . . · · · · · · .. . . 

• Meeting called :to · · order at· 9 : 15 · -A .  M. • · Council members ,· · Mr. Homer Jenkins , 
M:-:-. Gra�am • Holirtes,  Mr . Glenn Land bloom, ·and Superintendent Shane · me't to consider 
r�visi6rt . .  of · .Constit.ution and By-Laws .: . . Members of the ·Council present at this 
mjeting were Martin Cross , Chairman,;\ . W11liam Deane , · Ja�k -Lone ·Fight , Sam·· .Yatthews ,  
Peter · Star, Gu1 :Fox , and Philip Ros3 .  • · 

�•
• 

.,:. � \ • 
• 

' 
�\ • , I 

• 
• 

• ;  • "' 

The General Council Meeting was ·ctilled . to ·order at 10 :  40· A .  · �.1 • .. At this 
t:i.me the ·council ·Resolutions Committee of · 1'18.rtin Cross , Guy · Fox, , and William . . · 
Deane convened in closed session with Area Counsel , Ora� Holm§e, to draft 
r3 solutio� to present to Mr . Homer Jenkins . Sam Matthews ,  . Vice�Chairman, Tribal 
C ouncil, acted .! as temporary< chairmati ot · ·the general · .discussion - meeting and the 
discus sions from the noor continued . 

PHILIP ADKINS ( SAK MATTHEWS, INT �RPMTER) : • 1 · though� · these discussions were to 
�.V"! ab<;>ut pe r  capita,· 'but it seems the main discussion is • about termination .  , "  Per 
C,:1,pita . is 'not going to ·be r paid by 'the Bureau � This money is . the . proceeds . of 'the 
s��.Je or lands· in the · Garrison Reservoir ., and the proceeds are ·due us . · • {He went 
D.:.1 t9  complain about : d�ep,_ dry wells · arid · homes ·damagtd in beirig moved· ·to the 
hJ..J.1;s . )' · ' I . �a.n:t· tcf ' make my sugg�atiiOn ! .- -°Le't;" s · make a · ,cU.fferent :plan ·or document .  
The . promises or th�· Government in the' Whe�ler'"'.'Howard Act are :. a · �reat · failure . 
The promis�s ' or this bill will fail again ;" The Garrison Rese·rvoir is a · violation 
of the Wh�eler�Ho�rd Act � ' This proposed . pl� ·will •give the : Government a way to 
beat us agairi . • They will find· a lot of offsets to be made against our Treasury 
deposits .for ·:the �tribe . · • . • , · . 

• 
· - • . ·, •. · , 

, • . �· J ··, • . L . i _. .. l ·, l: , . ' . • .. . . .. :. . • : 

JOE tOUNG BIRD : ('SAM 'MATTHZWS� · ·INTERPR··�ER) : �r privileges to 'l�ve ,. in - the g�od 
botto!pla.t:ids ·have ·been 'removed ·i : Oid:, ·as ,1� anf; I remember the ,, stipulations . in Public 
Law 4j7 : that the · · oalance ,  after -'relocatiori had ··been pa.id , would be available for 
distribution to the·': In�ia.ris ; ' . Mi ' wife ·was -·made a "Citizen " and .for two years it 
was good . Now., it is · dropping back and is no -good to ·be . a · - . .''Citizen ;  n . I want 
the per capita payment reconsidered··� !' · object to -this bill because;.i'.t is like 
dumping ·out a · bunch of young ·mice . They will grow ·.up·. and eat eveij'\:,hirig� : � • • " . • ,' ' ,: ' i· · .  • • ' .. ,. : I , : i' . • • · '  ' . •  !: � ,  

MRS � · PHILIP ADKINS { SAM MATTHEWS, INT�RPREr ER) : How can you men -· from Washington 
-remember all ·the questions we ·· · are - ·· asking without taking any· note·s?  In the'< past , 
all ·or our individual, people have· 1 sp·oken ·freely' in meetings :-with· officials · but •• 
nothing happens after th_ose officials go· baclf �· • General · Pick ·· said after comple
tion of relocation of people , shrines ,  etc . balance will go back into your own 
hands . The main; point in Jenkins ' , document is "Citizenship", · and·· we · object' . The 
"Citizens " are 1:'eft barehanded today� · We · are helple·ss " because·: we- are not 
educated and ·white man will not. · re·e·ognite us for · ·promotion.s ; - etc . · , For · example , . 
the son of 'Joe •• Biack Dog · e st-ablished : a bus in es s as a � mechanic' ' in 'Brockton, Montana 

,' ; , ' 
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but he �ad no customers . He was forced t o  go · out . of. business and he had to sell 
his business �o a white man . If we .were to open a restaurant on Main Street , no 
white people would co�e in to  give us : bllsiness . There is no point in our accept
ing "Citizenship . " All the representatives of the • Bureau offic e talk smooth . and 
sell us on a point , but they don 't  kee.p : faith with their promises .  The Wheeler
Howard Act was pointed out in all its good points and promises , but we never see 
those - good -things . Everything _was supposed to be in black and white ,  but �ey 
don ' t  follow out . We were promised not to have to move from the bottomlanc!s . 
Look what is happening . Even our graves were moved . They don it  get everything 
out of our graves .  _They just. .take one square · foot of material from t�e grave . 
Our coal re serves and open mines are now covered up . We will freeze in the winter 
er..d they will have n-0 sympathy for us . 

1-IB . JENKINS : This is the first woman ! · ever knew to admit she was a member of the 
c.•lder generation . There wa� an article in · the · Minot Daily News about our meeting. 
G.ne pa� of that article is not true---the part ·about termination or Federal ser,& 
vices in five yeal's. The art.icle states that the bill provides that after _a fiv4' 
year period tennination of Federal service will t·ake place . This is not true ! 

. Th:Jre seems to be so� politfcal aspect to the interpretat ion of the bill �hat we 
are presenting. ·rhe bill onl y removes from Federal jur::.r.rl.ictic.,n those who ask 
fo·r it . You people have been asking for a per capita and this ·bill · provides a 
way for you to get per capita. The five-year matter is  this . It is a. five-year 
pe:::':i.o;i after t\'lis . bill is  accepted, . during which you can write your own plan for 
te1'mination oft rederal. services . 

PETER STAR (Councilman) -� Do we have to wait fiv� . years. for o� per capita? 

MR , JF:NKINS : If your . Indian peopl� will accept this · ·bill by November first , that 
,d.2.1 giv3 60 di337s for the bill to make the rounds in Washington -· for various 
appl'�ovale and · be ready to be presented to Congress when Congr�,� reopens in . ,l2.nuary. It _ will :then _ go to ttie ·committees of the House . and Sendate ,- and if both 
c ·U.G s are in . agreement, probably ,it will take . about 60 days in Congress .  The bill 
�1"1.0·D] <t be enBr�ted by March first. or March fifteenth .  ·_Then, if an individual 
a.:: '�;..J f•;)r a • Certific;ate of Competency, the bill . a.Uows the Secretary 90 days in 
wt.:i L�·i� . to grant _ - or reject the Certificate . or Competency. If · the individual makes " 
his .re(?_usst i.�TT1.ediately after the bill is enacted, and if his Certificate of ._ 
C o:11petency were -granted, he would oe able to get a per capita by next June first . 
However, if ·the bJ.11, as preser..ted t o  you now, is not accepted in that form, and 
if there are a large number. of changes, , it will take more time to gain approval 
because this bill as presented is tentatively approved in all of the offices in 
Wasbington . I want you t o  realize .that federal trusteeship does not terminate 
in fi Ye years . It · means that you have . five years to write your ·own plan for ter
IT'i�1e.:�.Lcn . When we �ad the . big meeting iri Wasnington -with most . of the Tribal 
Council presont. , ··¥r . Carl Whitman, representir:ig the Sto�kmen ' s  Association; 
Su_o9rintendent Ben Reifel ; Mr .  Spaulding; · and Mr . . Paul Hand, of the Washington 
Office ; Mr . Glenn Landbloom, . · Aberdeen Area· Office ; and .Mr .  Langan, of - the Com
r.ri. ssioner I s Office ,  �-- Hand made a st�tement : "We have a problem of �x�ess 
:0'.1;,ulation to the resource potential of the reservation . Some of the people 
ehould move a.way . Is there any ·way that we can make a · per c apita. so as to make 
it - attractbn for t hose who .�t ,to leave t-he rese.rvation? " }1r . Spaulding stated 
that it ia t�"e abuse. in spe·n�ing . of the . money that worries us in making a .per 
capita . Otherwis� , we favor a per c apita . 

. . . 
WILLIAM DEAN�:  ls this bill the .only way we can . get our - per c_apita? Will some 
bill be forced on us sooner or later? The Garr.ison Dam was forced on us and has 
brought a lot of bittemesf h This bill will bring bitterness among our own 

. people . When we consider this bill, there will be two sides and there will be 
bitterness among our people . 
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TOM SP01'TED WOLF ( SAM MATTHEWS, INTE}\fRETE1l) :  Yesterday I said I didn 't  want this 
bill and I advised Mr . Jenkins to pa-' ap his things and go back to Washington and 
not bring any more bills .  Who asked tbr this bill to be prepared? We asked for 
a per capita and not a bill . We must eat and live . You never c onsider how we have 
to live in North Dakota . You judg� by the way you live in Washington . You are 
a human being and you know how hard it is to make a · living . You are here as our 
friend. · Go back to Washington and help us to get our per capita . 

MARI'IN FOX ( SAM MATTHEWS, . INT;£RPR�ER) : The _people will disagree with this bill . 
Our land shollld rem3.in tax exempt forever .  This bill as presented in these 
meetings was drafted by the white people who are here , but I wish the Commissioner 
was here to hear for himse�.f . Ask the Cormnissioner why he hates me and won ' t give 
me my money . I told 'him w� hav.e been cooperative in war and peace . The Sioux 
people have been enemies of the white people , Qut the Sioux get their funds . I 
will give you a limitation of 60 days to pay our .per capita t o  us . If mot paid 
in 60 da.ys , we will reposses s  our lands . Taxation is the main thing. Someone 
from the State of North Dakota told me as long as I live I will not have t o  pay 
taxes . As a friend, go back to Washington and get us· our money. -The Agency is 
crowding out our Indian employ�es . Husbands and . wives �re . working as employees 
so that our Indian people do not get the jobs . I want you. to move the Agency 
out of New Town on t o  the reservation . · Our Agency emplr.oyees spen4 their time 
behind the coffee pot instead of riding horseback on �he land to s ee what goes 
on on the reservation . 

Discus sion meeting closed and Mr . Cross again took over as Chairman of the _ 
meeting t-o present to the full council the resolutions drawn by the Resolutions 
Committee in order that the people in the general meeting could witness the 
action taken by the Trib9-l 'Busi.ness C ouncil . The first resolution · presented 
asked for reconsideration by the Commissioner of the resolution of March ·12, 1954, 
for a $200 per capita . The complete resolution is attached hereto . The motion 
was made by William Deane for adoption of the resolution as presented by the 
Resolutions Connnittee .  Motion was seconded by Sam Matthews . 'rhe vote was 5 for 
adoption and one opposing ( Peter Star ) with the chairman, Martin Cross , not 
voting . 

The second resolution presented was for rejection by the Tribal Business 
. Council of the proposed bill presented by �Tr. Jenkins . The complete test of the 
resolution is attached hereto . 

A short discussion followed. 

PETER STAR ( Councilman) : (Maintained that he felt the bill had not been given · 
sufficient consideration up to this time for the Council t o  press for a vote . )  

WILLIAM DEANE: ( Councilman ) :  We are discussing, and this bill is determining, 
the future of our people . Our future· doesn ' t  depend on us old people . It 
depends on our young people . Our young people should have been here to voice 
their own opinions of a bill which is determining their future . Fmication is an 
important thing . 

It was moved by Guy Fox to adopt the resolution as presented and seconded 
by William Deane . Passed with a unanimous vote . Martin Cross ·proceeded to make 
an explanation in the Indian language of the action that had been taken by the 
Tribal Council relative t o  the bill. Motioo was made for adjournment and the 
meetings were adjourned at 12 : 5 5 P .  M. 
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; ' l � '  �OLU'ri:ON OF 'IHE GOVERNING BODY. OF THE THREE .AfflLIATED TRIBFS • •  
• A' • • •' •

. 

' . .  ' 
•

• :.. • OF THE :roRr. ·�ER'l'HOLD RESERV.ATIQN . • ' . . ,' " 
,. i , -

WHEREAs: The 'Triba l Business Council , ' j ointly wi th memb ers o f · the 'Ihree 
Affili eted Trib e s  have received end taken under considera tion the 
Bureau'· s • approved Com.preheinsi ve Plau for release of the Tri.bal 
Funds held in the u. s. T.-easury to the credi t of .·the Thre� 
.Affilia t ed Tribefl , which tie s  been prflsented t o  the trib es by- the 
Conmis·sione r • s ; represe.tita tives heed.eel. 'by Mr. ·Heimer . B .  Ken.kins , end 
others· , e.n.d 

WHERE.AS ;  • The ebove-ment io��d Corr-:r rehensive Plet does not meet  ·the �.mmed ia te 
• needs of the For·. Berth1 1ld • Indians a s · Ae scrib ed by the Tribal 

Business Council Reso1c t1on· adopted. Ma.rich 12 , 1954,· attached hereto , 
. ... , . .  , and, 

NOW ��� ·BE 'IT HEREB�' IF.So�·oo. · by the Ti-ibel Busine s s  Coun�il o r  the 
. • Three · • .Aff111a ted 1.'ribt,s of the Fort Ber'ltlold Reserva tion tha t the 

adopted Tribal 'Bt•i ne 1s Counci l  Reseluti ,n da ted March 12, 1954 is 
hereby rei teratet. • ant. • rea sserted a s  being the po siti on and temp er 
of the • Three At

°

fllia·-;ed Tribes . 

CERTIFICATION 

I .  the undersigned·, . Ac.t ing 3f .cretary of the Tri bal Bu;liness Council o f  t'he 
Three _Affi_li ated . Tribe s p_f t1ie Fort Berthold Reservation , he.reby certify that 
the Tr:tbal Business Council 1s. compos ed of 10 memb ers , f) f . whom 7 consti tuting 
a_ quorwti'

°
�ere present at � t ipeQi al Meeting thereof ,  duly called ,. noticed and 

.. con_vene� .and ·hel� �n th� ·_17· .day of  July, 1954 , • .that the toregoing Resolution 
wa s · d�ly ·� dopte� . .  at .s�ch li;le•,.ting l?.Y the a ffirma tive vote of .5 members , no 
l!l,ember passed· , 1 member opp9sed and the Cha irman not voting, . and that said 
Resblut1on he's no t· b een rea ci nded or amended in any way-. 

I ' I � • , • 

Dated this 17 day of July , 1954 

Attest : 

( Sgd) 
?v1.e:r·hn Cross ,  Chai rman • 
Tribal Bus iness Counci l 

.(Sga ) 
Ralp� M. Shane , Superintendent 
Fo�t Berthold Agency . 

•. . . •  .. . ... . 

(Sgd ) 
Samuel B. Matthews , Acting 
Secre tary of the 'Iliree Affiliated 
Trib es of t.he Fort Berthold 
Reserva tion; and· Indian 
Chart ered Corporat ion . 



RESOLUTION OF THE GOVERNING BODI OF THE THREE AFFILIATbiD TRIBES 

OF THE FORT BERTHOLD RESERVATION 

WHEREAS, The rough draft of a Bill for discussion purposes only, to provide tor 
the \emin.ation ot faderal supervision over the property of the Three JU'filiated 
Tribes of the Fort Berthold Reservation located in the State of North Dakota, and 
certain individual members thereof, and for other purposes , has been presented to 
the Tribal Business Council and .members of the Three Affiliated Tribes thereof 
tor a full and careful study, and 
WHEREAS, the Commissioner' s representative, Mr. Homer B .  Jenkins , stated that the 
Comprehensive Plan, or the Bill, can be approved, amended or r�jected at the 
tribes ' discretion, and 
WH�, The Commissioner ' s  representative ,. Mr. Homer B.  Jenkins, and Area 
Counsel, Mr. Graham Holmes , have explained the contents and provisions of the 
abov�-stated Bill, and 
WHER&AS, The said Comprehensive Plan, or rough draft of a Bill has been designed 
by the Bureau of Indian Affairs to be an instrument for the release of the Tribal 
Funds , 
NOW 'F�REFORE BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Tribal Business Council of the Thre8 
Affiliated Tribes of the Fort Berthold Re$ervation in the State of North Dakota, 
that the said Comprehensive .aan, or Bill, is hereby rejected for the following 
stated reasons : 
1 )  The Bill, or Co�prehensive Plan, i s  premature, insofar as the House 

Concurrent Resolution 108 is concerned, 
2 )  It is detrimental to the well-being or the Three Affiliated Tribes, 

as to social ,  economic and political functions , 
3 )  It is unfair and u..�5racious as to meeting the request and the needs 

of the Three Affiliated Tribes ,  
4 )  It is  contrary to  the provisions of  the Public Law 843 - 81st Congress,  

Chapter 1052, 2..�d Session, 
5)  It is  contr�r to am.cable settlement of the Garrison Dam. Controversy 

under which the Tribes accepted the settlement and provisions of 
Public Law 437 ;  81st Congress ;  Chapter 790, 1st Session . 

CERTIFICATION 
I, the undersigned, as acting Secretary of the Tribal Business Council of the 
Three Affiliated Tribes of the Fort Berthold Reservation, hereby certify that 
the Tribal Business Council is composed of 10 members , of whom 7,  constituting 
a quorum were present at a special .meeting thereof, duly called, noticed, con
vened and held on the 17th day of July, 1954, that the foregoing Resolution 
was duly adopted at such .meeting by the affirmative vote of 6 members , no 
member passing, none opposed and the Chairman not voting, and that said 
resolution has not been rescinded or amended in any way. 

Attest : 

(Sgd) Martin Cross 
Martin Cross ,  Chairaan 
Tribal Business Counci+ 

Approved : 

(Sgd) Ralph M. Shane 
Ralph M. Shane, Superintendent 
Fort Berthold Agency 

§Rd/ s-.uel B .  Matthews 
Samuel B .  Matthews , Acting Secretary 
Three Affiliated Tribes of the Fort 
Berthold Reservation, an Indian 
Chartered Corporation 
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