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REPEAL OF SO-CALLED WHEELER-HOWARD ACT 5

stricken out, but it is the opinion of your committee that many of the
objectionable features which your committee thought it had elimi-
nated is now put into operation through its administrators.

Many tribes have voted to come under the said act, but few have
adopted constitutions and accepted charters; that is, they have taken
the first step necessary to come under the act, but refuse to go further.
The tribes found that after they had gone through the long process of
getting a constitution they still had another long grind to get a
charter.

The purchase of land for the landless and the promise of the revolving
loan fund to become available to those who come under the act were
the greatest incentives to Indians to organize. The holding out of
these promises drew the support of practically all Indians who had
sold their allotments, lost, squandered, or dissipated the proceeds, and
were landless. 'This class of Indians appear to be mainly of the mixed-
blood class and the educated full-bloods who have been declared
competent; these are the Indians who seem to be in control of the
organizations.

The administration of the loan fund has been grossly mismanaged;
books of rules and regulations have confused Indians and employees.
Credit was intended for those who had no credit but did have charac-
ter; but it has worked out that credit was for those who had bankable
security, and those who have bankable security have been told to go
to the bank for their loans.

Your committee is of the opinion that the most questionable meth-
ods were employed to obtain acceptance of this act by the Indians
and that there is a determined effort being made to apply portions of
the program, or all of the program provided by the act, to Indians
who rejected the act entirely or refused to go fully into the program;
and that no effort is being made by the Department to use the lawful
means provided in the act to revoke constitutions when the Indians so
desire. It is a self-evident fact that the only method by which
Indians can escape from the provisions of the act is by specific act of
Congress excluding them therefrom.

Facts developed before your committee clearly established that the
so-called Wheeler-Howard Act has resulted in increased Indian Bureau
personnel and greatly increased appropriations. Your committee
entertains a serious doubt that very much of these appropriations are
actually benefiting the Indians. 'Chere is less Indian self-government
now than ever has been. The attempt to set up a state within a
state has failed. Tribes have bound themselves to the Department
and councils are following the dictates of the local agencies.

The Secretary of the Interior has submitted his report on this bill
(S. 2103) and various other bills providing for the exclusion of certain
reservations and tribes. These reports no doubt have been prepared
by persons who are biased and prejudiced in favor of the retention
of the so-called Wheeler-Howard Act. Your committee, however,
does not concur in all the views expressed in these reports, nor do we
agree as to certain facts stated therein as being a correct statement of
the situation.

_A copy of the Secretary of the Interior’s report on S. 2103 and Senate
bills S. 415, S. 626, S. 2089, S. 2317, S. 2318, and S. 2334 are attached
hereto and made a part of this report, which reports are typical of
reports submitted to your committee on similar bills which have been
referred to your committee for consideration.



