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Jamary g 19524

Honorable Oscar L. Chapman,
Secretary of Interior,
Interior Building,
Washington, D. Ce

Dear Hr, Chapman:

I outlined to the discontented Indisns of Tort
Berthold Reservation, whom I think mumber a majority of
the Indians, a letter, a copy of which I enclose.

I know of no other way to settle this contirmmual
tuwrmoil among the Indians than to have a hearing before you
an the subjects As you lmow, I have full confidenge in you
and have passed that word along to the Indians,

I think an of these griecvenges would finally
bring about some unity, Thele may Le nothing to thelr come
plaint and yet there may be, and that is what a hearing will
determine,

Sincerely yours,

Ence Usher L. Burdick, M. Ce



Oscar Berg, Percy Rush, Rufus Stevenson, and Jim Blackdog,

If you feel that the Tribal Council of Fort Berthold Indian Reservation

is vola Ythe Constitution and by-laws under which the council was created,
or if you feel that they are not handling the business of the Indians in

and proper manner and are creating too much expenses against the funds of

the Indians, or if you feel that this council is assumming authority ngt

vested in them, you could set this all oyt in a petion to the Secretary of the

Interior and ask for a hearing on the whole matter.

If your regular tribal council attonrey feels he cannot act in your
behalf, since he it attorney for the council, you have a right to your own
council to assist you at this hearing, and I believe the Secretary of the
Interior will rot see you unprotected in this hearing and will allow
reasonable compemsation to such attorney as you, yourselves choocse.

All particulars should be set out in your petition so that the

other side will know what to answer for.
Yours very truly,

Usher L Burdick,
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