
Floodwall Magazine Floodwall Magazine 

Volume 1 Issue 1 Article 3 

2021 

Comma Comma 

Sean Brown 

How does access to this work benefit you? Let us know! 

Follow this and additional works at: https://commons.und.edu/floodwall-magazine 

 Part of the Fiction Commons, Nonfiction Commons, Photography Commons, and the Poetry 

Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Brown, Sean (2021) "Comma," Floodwall Magazine: Vol. 1: Iss. 1, Article 3. 
Available at: https://commons.und.edu/floodwall-magazine/vol1/iss1/3 

This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by UND Scholarly Commons. It has been accepted for 
inclusion in Floodwall Magazine by an authorized editor of UND Scholarly Commons. For more information, please 
contact und.commons@library.und.edu. 

https://commons.und.edu/floodwall-magazine
https://commons.und.edu/floodwall-magazine/vol1
https://commons.und.edu/floodwall-magazine/vol1/iss1
https://commons.und.edu/floodwall-magazine/vol1/iss1/3
https://und.libwizard.com/f/commons-benefits?rft.title=https://commons.und.edu/floodwall-magazine/vol1/iss1/3
https://commons.und.edu/floodwall-magazine?utm_source=commons.und.edu%2Ffloodwall-magazine%2Fvol1%2Fiss1%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1151?utm_source=commons.und.edu%2Ffloodwall-magazine%2Fvol1%2Fiss1%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1152?utm_source=commons.und.edu%2Ffloodwall-magazine%2Fvol1%2Fiss1%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1142?utm_source=commons.und.edu%2Ffloodwall-magazine%2Fvol1%2Fiss1%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1153?utm_source=commons.und.edu%2Ffloodwall-magazine%2Fvol1%2Fiss1%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1153?utm_source=commons.und.edu%2Ffloodwall-magazine%2Fvol1%2Fiss1%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://commons.und.edu/floodwall-magazine/vol1/iss1/3?utm_source=commons.und.edu%2Ffloodwall-magazine%2Fvol1%2Fiss1%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:und.commons@library.und.edu


Comma 
That summer, I had a student who was obsessed with commas. I handed 
her essays back peppered with red marks, a comma splice here and there 
and pages and pages of run-ons. She was from Nigeria and survived one 
of the worst military regimes. When mortar and small arms fire rang out 
in the night, when her brother was beaten and conscripted, when they 
forced him to rape her, when they shot her after the rest of the men had 
their way, she pretended she was dead, and why, she asked, could she not 
continue her sentences with commas, extending them like her thoughts, 
like when she lay there for days with her dead parents until she was sure 
they had gone, she survived, the massacre of her village, her parents, her 
rape, without commas, she knew no other way to say this. 
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