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Korea Reborn: A Grateful Nation (Continued)
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Above a grief strlcken American infantryman whose
buddy has been killed is comforted by another

soldier, as the medic in the background methodically
fills out casualty tags. Aug 1950

At right: A Korean family mourns their murdered

father, victim of the wholesale murder at Jeonju by
North Koreans. Sep 1950
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Retired General Paik with Korean War Veterans

‘...l shall be at the front.

If | turn back, shoot me.”

At the outset of the Korean War, a then-29-
year-old Colonel Paik distinguished himself as
the commander of the ROK 1st Infantry
Division. During the battle at Dabudong (a.k.a.
the “Bowling Alley”), Paik’s 1st Division bravely
counterattacked a ridgeline previously lost to
the attacking North Korean Army.

Paik famously inspired his troops by telling
them, “We are going to turn around and kick
the enemy off our ridge, and | shall be at the

~ front. If | turn back, shoot me.”

Marines
advance
as close-
air
support
flushes
out the
enemy
from their
hillside
entrench
ments.




