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June 25, 1951 

Honorable Tho11aa B. Curtia 
House Ottice Building 
Washington 25 1 D. C. 

Dear Oollequet 

Thi• i• in reply to your letter ot J\llle 22, with reference to the 
aattere diecuaaed in the reprint trea the June iasue of '1>VAHCE 
which you enclosed. 

A l�t-a very great lot--ot tbe damage to be done, to Indian landa 
and land• owned by white• could be &Yoided at the Garriaon Daa it 
th• Aney engineer• had followed the law creating the du. When thia 
Act was paBSecl, baaed upon the signed agn•ent ot th• Anq and the 
Bureau of Reoluation engineera, it vae a greed to tor a pool ot 
17 aillion acre-feet. That vu incorporated into th• law. le 
greater pool hu eyer been authorised. Tb• Anq engineer•, ho ...... 
ever, have taken it upon th•••lvea, against the law, to create a 
pool or 23 1111.llion aore-teet of water. Thie extra pool ot ,six million 
acre-feet will booet the water level troa arolUld 1830 feet •beve aea­
level to 18,0 feet. Thia extra twnt7 feet cdMJii out all the bottoa 
land• ot the Indiana and-ooYera 801000 acres ot the beat land• in the 
lddte area around Villlaton. 

Thia whole pertol'IIUlce ¥ mneceaea17, a• all or the aultiple purpo••• 
of the daa can be accoapllahed on a water level of 1830 feet. Tho•• 
11111.tiple purposes area 

l. Creation of hJdro-eleotric powr. Thi• extra twenty feet ot 1eYel 
wuld create mr• power it it was intended to u•• tbia eleYation tor 
that pvpo••-but tbat isn't the intention. It la intended to use 
thi• extra leYel froa which to drain water oft tor irrigation purpoaea 
by the Anq engineere, who signed up an aare ... nt -vhen the act was 
passed, to leave all irrigation to the Departaent, of the Interior. 

·,, 

2. Ravigation. Aid t-o navigation and the creation of a nine-toot 
channel trom Sioux Cit7 to st. Louie can be accomplished by an eleva­
tion ot 1830 feet. nood oontrol 1• in the •- ·aatego17-and in 
addition, flood control by' the building of thia daa' will be dieappoint­
ing because at the times when flood waters cover tbe Southland the area 
around Garrison d• le troaen aa aolld u o .. nt. 



JWle 25 

3. Irrigation. That was lett to the Bureau ot Reclamation, and 
that Bureau does not think the Oarr1acn dam ls the answer to irrigati.on. 

Tb• taking of Indian land• at Fort, Berthold Reservation could be re­
duced 50% it the Ar,q engineers wuld follow the law. 

low we don't intend to let these arrogant .ngineera race pell ... ell oYer 
the people, including the Indiana. We int end to hold th• to the law. 

henever t hq at t em.pt to till a pool ot 23 million acre teet thq will 
be met by- an inJ\lllction. We do not have to attempt to enjoin the 
goYernaent J we enjoin the engineer• who have taken it upon th818elvea 
to nolat• the law. 

There . s a further que tion ., and that is the value and neoessi y ot 

building dam• acroa the Miaao\Ui. tor the creation ot hydro lectrio 
power. The new pa,ocess or creation pow r out in. the coal fields 1• 
now demonstrating that powe • can be produced cheaper, and. w.tth a oon-
. inuo s 12-month • ' run than the po r can be produced by- da. 

eatern North Dakota has t gr at11st coal deposits knolffl in th world 
todq. T coal is right there, and all it require is machinery to 
oonYert tbia coal into power. It is working , and a government 
plan i neari ean.pleti near Vel v , North Dakota, to produce• powerJ 
and i is my conclusion tha to destroy entire oommuniti e • and co\U'ltlea 
with da ia a ver7 quest,i nable procedure. 

bi• s n tin any way 1.ng in o account the danger tlowing tr ma 
dirt dam. The engineer•• tir t report aaid it was not aaf•J the aeo-
ond report eaid it vae. I have lived al�n1 t.he Miaeouri River a long 
till•, and I know how quickly- a dam can be out out b7 tbe seepage •• 
water through a dirt till. I wc,uld rather lln aboYe auch a d• lban 
below it. 

Sino rely y-oura, 

Uaher L. Burdick, M. C. 
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