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Libertarians at State Fair, 
plan convention in Fargo 

The State Fair in Minot brought out H. 
th politically active. as long a they �~� a_l_l_t_l_k ______ _ 
stayed in their booths. Among them I_ a 
was Joe Knight , an organizer for the 
Libertarian Party. who is attempting 
to build some activity here. 

Knight hails from Farmington. .M .. 
and i the founder and national direc
tor of the American Liberty Leader
ship and Organizing Workgroup. an 
educational PAC. 

The party emphasizes individual 
rights and the free markets and is op
posed to most federal government 
and internationalism. Libertarians oc
casionally make an impact on state 
races elsewhere. electing candidates 
in Alaska and New Hampshire. at 
least. In 1992. 416 North Oakotans 
cast their vote for the Libertarian 
presidential candidate. Andre Mar 
ron. 0.13 percent of votes cast. 

However. Marrou was listed as an 
independent. To get the Libertarians 
listed as a third-party on a separate 
ballot line. they must submit 7.000 
signatures before the primary. In a re
lease Knight said he'd like to accom
plish that goal for the 1996 election. 

The state convention is scheduled 
for Saturday. Aug. 13. in Fargo and 
will feature orth Dakota native Tam
ara Clark . a member of the Lib rta
rian National Committee. Also speak
ing is Lariy Dodge. of the Fully In
formed Jury Association. who 
supports jury nullification. the power 
of juries to acquit defendants ba ed 
on the inju lice of the law itself. Ka
ren Meyer of rural Solen tried to get 
an initiative doing much the same 
several years back: critics said the 
measure represented Posse Comita
tus philosophy. 

The Intelligencer was unable to 
reach Knight. but his answering ma
chines says. "If you're from the gov
ernment. please hang up now." 
Righting the record 

Bill Marcil , publisher of the Forum 
of Fargo-Moorhead. want to set the 
record straight on "Rage," then w 
weekly entertainment tab mentioned 
last issue. There's been no lawsuit or 
agreement to pay off a potentially li 
beled Raaisson employee. Nor have 
lawsuits been mentioned to him per
sonally, he said. Marcil said he had 
spoken to the paper·s attorney. how
ever. It was also 500 copies. not 800. 
he said. and only 100 went out. Fi-

nally, on a separate item. the Forum 
did not endorse Sen. Kent Conrad in 
1992. The writer confu ed two Demo
cratic senators: it wa then Rep. By
ron Dorgan, 0- .0 .. the Forum en
dorsed for Senate that year. 
Once in a blue moon 

Secretary of State Al Jaeger says 
he has submitted a 1995-97 budget at 
93 percent of current spending. The 
figures includes enough money for a 
Blue Book without going to the Legis
lature for a special appropriation. (He 
has the authority to put out the book 
on his own.) The committee working 
on the project envisions a spiral
bound book. unlike the previous hard
covers. If things work out. the book 
would be updated every two years. 

Noxious debate 
Noxious weeds can create political 

strife (Ioosestrife?). as witne sect at a 
recent meeting of the interim Agricul
ture Committee. Following a study 
and meetings with county weed 
boards. the Department of Agriculture 
proposed a weed control budget. in
cluding SI 50.000 for state grants for 
weed management projects. 

Such projects include various. more 
environmentally friendly approaches 
toward weed control than just blast
ing them with Tordon. Sen. Bill Bow
man. R-Bowman. got pretty rough in 
criticizing the department s program 
and coordinator. Cindie Heiser. 
She's a former Democratic candidate 
for the Legislature who works for Agri
culture Commissioner Sarah Vogel, 
who defeated Bowman in 1992. 

In the end. Bowman killed the 
S95.000 appropriation for temporary 
summer employees for biological con
trol efforts. forage and gravel in pee
lions and enforcement. (Enforcement 
raises many hackles.) The S150.000 
got add d into the Sl 10.00 armarked 
cost-share programs from the state. 

Democratic Sens. Dale Marks and 
Jerome Kelsh voted no. but there 
wasn't much of a battle. So much for 
the study. Sooner or later. urban leg
islators are going to say, forget it. no 
special state spending for herbicide
happy weed killers. The issue has the 
potential for urban-rural conflict. 

C Fortnightly update 

The malting barley crop in north
ea t orth Dakota is better than last 
year. say some barley industry mem
b rs. The scab infection that dev
astat d the 1993 crop is not as severe 
or as widespread as it was last year. 
. . . The Melroe Co. announced a $15 
million expansion of its Gwinner 
plant that company President Jim 
Dertz said is needed because demand 
i growing for Mel roe ·s Bobcat loader. 
Fifty to 60 new jobs will be created. 
. . . The North Dakota Tax Department 
said tax revenues in fiscal year 1994 
were up 3.8 percent from 1993. The 
state took In S704.3 million in the 
year ending June 30. compared with 
S678.2 million the prior year .. . . A 
Senate subcommittee voted for a de
fense budget that includes money for 
a 8-52 bomber force of 74. President 
Clinton proposed cutting the number 
of B-52s to 42. but Congress objected. 
saying such a low number would en
danger national security .... Nine of 
every 10 orth Dakotans under age 
65 who do not have health-care cover
age are from working families. a cen
sus survey shows. The Clinton admin
istration says the figures dispel the 
myth that only poor Americans are 
living without health in urance. and 
proves its argum nt that health re
form must provide universal coverage. 
... The number of farms in North Da
kota this year is down by about 500. 
according to the state Agriculture Sta
tistics Service. About 32.000 farms 
exist this year. down 1.000 from the 
past two years .. .. Botulism killed 
more than 9.000 ducks and other 
birds in McIntosh County during July. 
The birds contracted the disease from 
bacteria found in the soil that re
searchers said was " not fully under
stood" but is not a health threat to 
humans . .. . North Dakota's wel fare 
reform proposal. called TEEM. ets 
up a five-year demonstration to en
courag people to become self-suffi-
ien t. Congressional passage of Presi

dent Clinton's w (fare-reform plan 
ould box In the tate's effort to mod

ify government programs that h Ip 
more than 100.000 low-in ome North 
Dakotans . ... About 45 percent of 
North Dakota's voters are over age 45. 
a census study shows. But a UNO po
litical science professor says that 
doesn't mean they're getting more 
conservative. People are likely to form 
a party identification early in life and 
hold that party identification. 
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Referral? 
Just a corny 

• scenario 
Should anyone be interested. time 

still remains to refer the tax-incentive 
package passed in the June special 
session of the Legislature. 

The 90-day period runs from July 1, 
the day the law was filed. All you 
need is 12,776 petition signatures to 
put it on the ballot. 

More importantly, to suspend the 
bill until a statewide election all you 
have to do is submit the proposed re
ferral and have the secretary of state's 
office OK the language for circulation. 

L &siness beat 

In a referral. that's not hard to do. 

Some legislators are under the mis
taken impression that the bill passed 
with an emergency clause, making it 
effective immediately and more im
portantly, keeping it in place if re
ferred . 

It's true the bill passed with more 
than a two-thirds majority in both 
houses and went into effect right 
away. But the language is not that of 
an emergency clause. 

Little talk has surfaced about lead
ing a ballot attack against the pack
age designed to lure the corn process
ing plant to North Dakota. 

Your usual referral uspect tend to 
be business people. and giving bu i
ne a tax break may not ran or 
otherwise fiscal conservatives. Liberal 
critics of "corporate welfare" are as
tute enough t0 recognize a losing bat
tle. 

However. a mischievious, corn-grow
ing Minnesotan or South Dakotan 
might want to find a North Dakotan to 
halt the measure temporarily and 
confuse its fate. 

It's a risky approach that could 
backfire. but getting the plant is a 
high-stakes game. If South Dakota. for 
example, thought chances of getting 
the plant were slim, maybe someone 
would take the risk. 

Realistically. it's too late to get a re
fe rral on the November ballot, since 
one would need to submit the petiti
tions by Aug. 10. But someone could 
work through August and September. 
Then the governor would have to call 
a special election to speed the pro
cess. 

N.D. spring wheat, 14% June 94 
One bushel, spot price, average of 

several N.D. elevators at end of month 

N.D. oil prices 

Unemployment rate 

North Dakota 
Bismarck 

Fargo 
Grand Forks 

Minot 

$3.20 

June 94 

$16.77 

June94 

4.1% 
4.0% 
2.9% 
4.0% 
3.9% 

Canadian dollar June 94 

Exchange rate I U.S. cents .7221 

Air ort boardin s 
North Dakota 

Bismarck 
Fargo 

Grand Forks 
Minot 

June 94 

44,749 
11 ,051 
17,297 
8,195 
6,781 

N.O. oil production Ma 94 

Millions of barrels 2.38 

May94 

Millions of tons 2.33 

May94 

$3.87 

May94 

$15.36 

May94 

3.2% 
3.5% 
2.0% 
2.9% 
3.2% 

May94 

.7229 

May94 

41,075 
10,392 
15,836 
7,631 
5,811 

Apr. 94 

2.28 

Apr. 94 

2.40 

June 93 

$3.41 

June 93 

$16.77 

June 93 

4.8% 
4.7% 
3.4% 
4.4% 
5.3% 

June 93 

.7801 

August 8, 1994 

June 93 YTD 94 YTD 93 

50,965 253,012 257,310 
12,912 60,589 66,394 
20,241 100,416 99,894 

8,745 48,332 45,373 
8,093 37,704 40,264 

Ma 93 YTD94 YTD93 

2.64 11.5 12.99 

May93 YTD94 YTD93 

2.33 12.93 13.01 

N.D. business June 94 May 94 June 93 YTD 94 YTD 93 

Bankruptcies 
Incorporations 

N.D. construction* 

96 
71 

95 
80 

June 94 May 94 

$75.7 $130.5 

109 
83 

596 
501 

560 
513 

June 93 YTD 94 YTD 93 

$88.2 $458.4 $351 .1 

Taxable sales* 1st QT 94 4th QT 93 1st QT 93 YTD 94 YTD 93 

North Dakota 
Bismarck 

Fargo 
Grand Forks 

Minot 

N.D. auto registrations 

1,064.9 
127.5 
215.2 
118.1 
87.6 

June 94 

1,756 

1,335.8 
167.2 
283.6 
160.2 
115.3 

May94 

1,842 

N.D. truck re.gistrations June 94 May 94 

1,1 39 1 , 111 

N.A. Indicates not available YTD: Year-to-date 

988.5 
119.6 
200.8 
109.3 
80.0 

June 93 

2,090 

1,064.9 
127.5 
215.2 
118.1 
87.6 

YT094 

9,392 

988.5 
119.6 
200.8 
109.3 
80.0 

YTD93 

9,207 

June 93 YTD 94 YTD 93 

902 6,747 4,989 

*MIiiions of dollars 

Sources: North Dakota Tax Department; Miller-Campbell Co. in Bismarck; McGraw-Hill Information Systems Co.; New 
York Foreign Exchange Market; U.S. Bankruptcy Courts in Fargo; North Dakota Secretary of State Offices; Amoco 
Production Co.; Job Service North Dakota; N.D. Aeronautics Commission. 

Notes: Unemployment rates are civilian unemployment rates. Grand Forks auto registrations are new cars and trucks. 
Canadian Dollar exchange rate is the rate on the final trading day of the month. Business bankruptcies include all chapter 
cases filed. Business incorporations include only for-prof~ businesses. Oil prices are the average monthly Amoco Production 
Co. posted price for crude oil purchases. Dollar amounts and certain other numbers in the Business Data Bank are rounded. 

__J 


