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April 25, 1994 The NORTH DAKCYD\ INTELLIGENCER Pae 3 

N.D. is short on 
convention centers 

Rale a venue: The Grand Forks 
Civic Auditorium is too small and hot. 
the Fargodome loo big and cold for po
litical conventions. Indeed. some 
grumbling arose about the agreemenl 
Democrals have lo hold the 1996 con
vention at the same place. 

Delegates were surprised at the $2 
parking charge, but that's typical of 
the Fargodome: The operalions people 
nickle and dime you to death. Climb
ing the stairs to go to the bathroom or 
get a drink proved another anno
yance. but concessions should be 
open on the bottom floor next time. 
Concessionaires got irked when Rep. 
Earl Pomeroy served coffee and do
nuts. so he shut that down. 

But mostly. size was the kill er. Pre
sumably more delegates will turn up 
in 1996. when il 's lime to endorse a 
governor and plenty of olher 
stalewide candidates. Maybe a big-
ize creen. like the one at lhe GOP 

convention or arena rock concerts. 
would help. 

Noise became a horrendous prob
lem al the GOP convention. making it 
difficult for many delegates to hear 
the activities. Bathrooms. concessions 
and even hallways were all too 
cramped. On the other hand. the at
mosphere added to a sense of excite
ment. 

Best spot for a convention is the All 
Seasons Arena in Minot. The Civic 
Center in Bismarck is OK. and al
though no convention has been held 
there yet. the exhibition hall next 
door seems usable. Otherwise, that's 
il - unless that Lifelong Learning 
Center gets built at Dickinson Stale 
University. 

No spark for PSC 
Former Attorney General Nick 

Spaeth announced thal he was 
pleased and proud to deliver all Dis
trict 21 ·s delegates for Public Service 
Commission to Julie Hill, the former 
Roseglen legislator and teacher who 
ran as lieutenant governor with 
Spaeth in 1992. She'll challenge Re
publican appointee Susan Wefald in 
the fall for the two-year seat. 

Hill's selection was the only uncer
tainty at the Democratic convention. 
For a while. Sen. David O'Connell of 

c H. 
Lansford and former Rep. Odell Flaa
gen of Tolna considered the run. Tim 
Lamb, a UNO law student and former 
legislative candidate. got into the race 
to make it a contest and maybe get a 
job. 

Republicans nominated Ward 
Johnson, a Grand Forks lawyer. to 
oppose incumbent Bruce Hagen for 
the six-year seat. Hagen's been on the 
PSC just a little longer than John
son's been alive. State Sen. Wayne 
Stenehjem nominated Johnson. and 
his mother-in-law. Workers Compen
sation Bureau director Diane Alm 
seconded it. 

Nothing at this point suggests ei
ther race will be of particular interest. 
or that the incumbents will be un
seated. 

Canadians go nuclear 
Sen. Kent Conrad. D-N.D .. may 

still be extracting ICBMs from deep 
within his oral cavity. He dug them in 
there with an offhand remark at a 
Senate Agriculture Committee hear
ing last week. 

Conrad suggested in jest that Wash
ington retarget North Dakota's 300 
Minuteman III missiles at Canada if 
the Canadians failed to slow their 
wheat exports into the United States. 

It was a joke, Conrad emphasized 
the following day. 

But they weren ·t laughing in Can
ada. where the remark touched off a 
firestorm of evening news commen
tary and front page coverage. 

Republican Senate candidate Ben 
Clayburgh . a Grand Forks physician. 
wasted no time in seizing the mo
ment to fire at his political opponent. 

"He should immediately apologize 
to the Canadian people for his insen
sitive remarks." Clayburgh said in a 
statement to the media. "The people 
of North Dakota and Canada have a 
long history of friendship, symbol
ized through our Peace Garden. Even 
if this remark was made in jest. it's 
insulting and innapropriate." 

L Fortnightly update 

Gorham's gone. The fact of the 
small Billings County town's demise 
has been confirmed on this year's edi
tion of the North Dakota state high
way map .. .. Gov. Ed Schafer turned 
over management of his firm. Fish 'N 
Dakota. to a Virginia fish-raising com
pany. Fish 'N Dakota will be sold: 
meanwhile. l O of the 15 employees 
have been laid off. including Tom 
Schafer, the governor's son .... Dave 
Frisch, 33, was named general man
ager of the Minot Daily News. He re
placed publisher Margaret Wade, 
who quit to become publisher of a 
California newspaper. . .. Gino Gas
parlni . long-time UNO hockey coach. 
was forced out by school Athletic Di
rector Terry Wanless for unspecified 
reasons. Gasparini had built the 
school into a national hockey power. 
but had three successive sub-.500 
seasons. A petition drive was initiated 
to oust Wanless .... Meanwhile. an 
anonymous group ofNDSU students 
stole the 56-year-old 'Nickel Trophy." 
which goes to the winner of the UND
NDSU football game each year. from a 
display case in UND's Memorial 
Union .... Dickinson native Clay 
Jenkinson portrayed President 
Thomas Jefferson in front of Presi
dent Clinton and a roomful of Wash
ington luminaries for a Jefferson Day 
dinner at the White House .... North 
Dakota universities are considering a 
plan to charge higher fees for some 
academic programs, such as engi
neering or nursing. . .. Fourteen new 
cases of HIV infection were reported 
in the first three months of 1994. 
bringing the total since 1985 to 155: 
76 have become full-blown AIDS. re
sulting in 61 deaths .. . . Dickinson's 
Great Plains Clinic no longer will ac
cept new Medicaid patients. saying 
the paperwork and reimbursements 
aren't worth it. ... The Bank of North 
Dakota's PACE fund for low-interest 
business loans is out of money after 
making 130 loans totalling about $40 
million over four years. The bank will 
ask the 1995 Legislature for more 
money .... Dickinson wants more 
criminals. The Southwest Multi 
County Correctional Center is produc
ing a video to sell the jail to other law 
enforcement agencies that don't have 
enough jail space .... Fargo City 
Commissioner Bruce Furness ousted 
Mayor Jon Lindgren by a two-to-one 
margin. Lindgren had been mayor for 
16 years. 
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Corporate 
farms back 
on agenda 

Some weeks ago. Prairie Public Ra
dio' Dave Thompson. on his public 
affairs program. "The Prairie Weekly ... 
asked Agri ulture Commissioner Sa
rah Vogel about corporate farming. 
He wondered whether any organized 
effort existed to fight North Dakota's 
ban on corporate farming. 

"Well. I heard the governor wants lo 
repeal it. .. Vogel responded . 

Told of the comment. Gov. Ed 

L Business beat 

Schafer got irritated: "l wish she 
wouldn't invent things. I'm perfectly 
capable of saying things for myself. .. 

Schafer endorsed the law on the 
grounds that. without it. North Dako
ta's economy could be dominated by 
outside forces. and in light of the suc
cess of farmer cooperatives. 

Still. we've heard some rumbles 
about companies such as Conagra 
and argill eyeing North Dakota for 
fi edlot operations. Th n there are the 
high-tech. large-scale hog operations 
sweeping the country. 

Meanwhile. members of a small but 
ultra-committed group of wind-energy 
advocates believe that large corpora
tions want the law repealed. Then 
they could buy up North Dakota land 
on which to develop wind-farms 
sprouting hundreds of propeller
driven generators. 

The Rural Energy Electric Power 
Cooperative has been bombarding 
policy makers from Lt. Gov. Rosema
rie Myrdal on down about the alter
native of small-scale generation that 
could keep farmers on their land. in 
short: " reating more local jobs with 
di p r d. rural nergy production 
from mailer. owner-op rated ma
chines, made with prairie labor that 
puts money into Main Street: versus 
central station power and wind farms 
that export state money to Wall Street 
and beyond." 

Sen. John Andrist, R-Crosby. intro
duced a measure in 1993 to provide 
an exemption for livestock operations. 
He was motivated by a group of young 
farmers in Divide County who wanted 
to create a farrowing facility to supply 
pigs to the confinement hog industry. 

Andrist sounds a little disappointed 
these days about the hostile recep
tion. He says he won't reintroduce the 
bill unless farm groups such as the 
Farm Bureau express support. 

TheN 

N.D. spring wheat, 14% Feb. 94 

01)(1 bushel, spot price. •-age of $4 17 several N.D. elevators at end of month • 

N.D. oll prices Feb, 94 

Unemployment rate 
North Dakota 

Bismarck 
Fargo 

Grand Forks 
Minot 

$12.19 

Feb, 94 

4.5% 
5.2% 
4.1% 
3.8% 
5.8% 

Canadian dollar Feb. 94 

Exchange rate I U.S. cents .7408 

North Dakota 
Bismarck 

Fargo 
Grand Forks 

Minot 

Feb.94 

41 ,895 
9,666 

16,980 
8,084 
6,001 

N.O. oil production Jan. 94 

Millions of barrels 2.37 

Jan.94 

Millions of tons 2.64 

N.O. business Feb. 94 

Bankruptcies 91 
Incorporations 73 

Jan.94 

$4.05 

Jan. 94 

$12.32 

Jan.94 

4.7% 
6.3% 
4.1% 
4.2% 
6.1% 

Jan.94 

.7525 

Jan. 94 

43,966 
10,544 
17,465 
8,407 
6,234 

Dec.93 

2.49 

Dec. 93 

Feb.93 

$3.23 

Feb. 93 

$18.48 

Feb. 93 

4.8% 
5.2% 
3.9% 
3.7% 
5.8% 

Feb.93 

.8005 

Feb. 93 

39,740 
9,748 

15,860 
7,006 
6,345 

Jan.93 

2.66 

Jan. 93 

April 25, 1994 

YTD94 

85,861 
20,210 
34,445 
16,491 
12,235 

YTD93 

81 ,577 
20,811 
31,524 
14,449 
13,032 

YTD94 YT093 

2.37 2.66 

YTD94 YTO 93 

2.89 .806 2.64 .806 

Jan. 94 Feb. 93 YTD 94 YTD 93 

73 85 164 147 
96 67 169 150 

r~.o .. construction"' .Fel;l. 94 Jan. 94 Feb. 93 YTD 94 YTO 93 

$49.9 $18.0 $13.95 $67.9 $22.3 

Taxable sales• 4th QT 93 3rd QT 93 4th QT 92 YTO 93 YTD 92 

North Dakota 
Bismarck 

Fargo 
Grand Forks 

Minot 

N.D. auto registrations 

1,335.8 
167.2 
283.6 
160.2 
115.3 

Feb. 94 

1,293 

1,298.4 
152.5 
263.8 
146.0 
110.5 

Jan.94 

1,402 

N.O. truck registrations Feb. 94 Jan. 94 

894 1,458 

N.A. Indicates not available YTD: Year-to-date 

1,253.8 
155.9 
259.4 
146.4 
109.8 

Feb.93 

930 

4,851 .2 
585.0 
992.1 
551.9 
407.7 

YTD94 

2,695 

4,526.6 
545.6 
931.8 
518.3 
391.6 

YTD93 

2,254 

Feb. 93 YTD 94 YTD 93 

540 2,352 1,389 

*Mllllons of dollars 

Sources: North Dakota Tax Department; Miller-Campbell Co. in Bismarck; McGraw-HIii information Systems Co.; New 
York Foreign Exchange Market; U.S. Bankruptcy Courts in Fargo; North Dakota Secretary of State Offices; Amoco 
Production Co.; Job Service North Dakota: N.D. Aeronautics Commission. 

Notes: Unemployment rates are civilian unemployment rates. Grand Forks auto registrations are new cars and trucks. 
Canadian Dollar exchange rate Is the rare on the final trading day of the month. Business bankruptcies include all chapter 
cases filed. Business Incorporations include only for-proftt businesses. Oil prices are the average monthly Amoco 
Production Co. posted price for crude oil purchases. Dollar amounts and certain other numbers In the Business Data 
Bank are rounded. 


