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The NORTH DAKOTA INTELLIGENCER

Corporate
farms back
on agenda

Some weeks ago, Prairie Public Ra-
dio’s Dave Thompson, on his public
affairs program, “The Prairie Weekly."”
asked Agriculture Commissioner Sa-
rah Vogel about corporate farming.
He wondered whether any organized
effort existed to fight North Dakota’s
ban on corporate farming.

“Well, I heard the governor wants to
repeal it,” Vogel responded.

Told of the comment, Gov. Ed

34

sl |

Business beat
-

Schafer got irritated: "I wish she
wouldn't invent things. I'm perfectly
capable of saying things for myself.”

Schafer endorsed the law on the
grounds that, without it, North Dako-
ta's economy could be dominated by
outside forces, and in light of the suc-
cess of farmer cooperatives.

Still, we've heard some rumbles
about companies such as Conagra
and Cargill eyeing North Dakota for
feedlot operations. Then there are the
high-tech, large-scale hog operations
sweeping the country.

Meanwhile, members of a small but
ultra-committed group of wind-energy
advocates believe that large corpora-
tions want the law repealed. Then
they could buy up North Dakota land
on which to develop wind-farms
sprouting hundreds of propeller-
driven generators.

The Rural Energy Electric Power
Cooperative has been bombarding
policy makers from Lt. Gov. Rosema-
rie Myrdal on down about the alter-
native of small-scale generation that
could keep farmers on their land. In
short: “Creating more local jobs with
dispersed, rural energy production
from smaller, owner-operated ma-
chines, made with prairie labor that
puts money into Main Street; versus
central station power and wind farms
that export state money to Wall Street
and beyond.”

Sen. John Andrist, R-Crosby, intro-
duced a measure in 1993 to provide
an exemption for livestock operations.
He was motivated by a group of young
farmers in Divide County who wanted
to create a farrowing facility to supply
pigs to the confinement hog industry.

Andrist sounds a little disappointed
these days about the hostile recep-
tion. He says he won't reintroduce the
bill unless farm groups such as the
Farm Bureau express support.

N.D. spring wheat, 14% Feb.94 Jan. 94 Feb. 93
bR G $4.17 $405 %323
N.D. oil prices Feb.94 Jan.94 Feb. 93
$12.19 $12.32 $18.48
Unemployment rate Feb.94 Jan.84 Feb 93
North Dakota 4.5% 4.7% 4.8%
Bismarck 5.2% 6.3% 5.2%
Fargo 4.1% 41% 3.9%
Grand Forks 3.8% 4.2% 3.7%
Minot 5.8% 6.1% 5.8%
Canadian dollar Feb.94 Jan.94 Feb.93
Exchange rate /U.S. cents .7408  .7525 .8005
Airport boardings Feb.94 Jan.94 Feb.93 YTDS4 YTDO3
North Dakota 41,895 43,966 39,740 85,861 81,577
Bismarck 9,666 10,544 9,748 20,210 20,811
Fargo 16,980 17,465 15860 34,445 31,524
Grand Forks 8,084 8,407 7,006 16,491 14,449
Minot 6,001 6,234 6,345 12,235 13,032
'_ i N.D. oil production jan 94 Dec.93 Jan.93 YTD94 YTD93
Millions of barrels 2.37 2.49 2.66 2.37 2.66
N.D. coal production Jan.94 Dec.93 Jan.93 YTD94 YTD93
Millions of tons  2.64 2.89 .806 2.64 .806
N.D. business Feb.94 Jan.94 Feb. 93 YID94 YTD O3
Bankruptcies 91 73 85 164 147
Incorporations 73 96 67 169 150
N.D. construction* Feb.94 Jan.84 Feb. 93 YTDS84 YTD93
$49.9 $18.0 $13.95 $67.9 $22.3
Taxable sales*  4hQT93 3rdQT93 4hQT92 YTD93 YTDO2
North Dakota 1,335.8 1,298.4 1,253.8 4,851.2 4,526.6
Bismarck 167.2 152.5 155.9 585.0 545.6
Fargo 283.6 263.8 259.4 9921 931.8
Grand Forks 160.2 146.0 1464 551.9 518.3
Minot 1153 110.5 109.8 407.7 391.6
N.D. auto registrations Feb.94 Jan.94 Feb.93 YTD94 YTDG3
1,293 1,402 930 2,695 2,254
N.D. truck registrations Feb.94 Jan.94 Feb 93 YTD94 YTD93
894 1,458 540 2,352 1,389

N.A. indicates not available

YTD: Year-to-date

*Millions of dollars

Sources: North Dakota Tax Department; Miller-Campbell Co. in Bismarck; McGraw-Hill Information Systems Co.; New
York Foreign Exchange Market; U.S. Bankruptcy Courts in Fargo; North Dakota Secretary of State Offices; Amoco
Production Co.; Job Service North Dakota; N.D. Aeronautics Commission.

Notes: Unemployment rates are civilian unemployment rates. Grand Forks auto registrations are new cars and trucks.
Canadian Dollar exchange rate is the rate on the final trading day of the month. Business bankruptcies include all chapter
cases filed. Business incorporations include only for-profit businesses. Oil prices are the average monthly Amoco
Production Co. posted price for crude oil purchases. Dollar amounts and certain other numbers in the Business Data

Bank are rounded.




