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Speech by lir. Lenger over KFYR, August 11, 1931.

% | s et
1 greetly epprocicte thies cprortunityato speck to you this evening on
“the Fermers Uhion wookly progran ovor & I woloomo | opportunity ospecially
to epeak to my fermor fylonde throughout leorth Dalote c\nthavnlmoi'ywr
organigoetion, Although I myeelf am o land ownor and producer end personally
suporvise sevoral freme I profor tolidng to you oc e profoccional men end give
you en iden of how othor profescicne viow your orgenisdtions

T heve welchod the progrece of the Femmere Union for some yoors, hoping
thet er 4t geined moventun end perfected ite orgenisofion thet 1t would soon
weld together in ono groet cooperctive orgenisetion ell the producors in our
country, and oepeeielly thoee of the iselecsippl river volloye -If such en
orgenizetion hed been conewrmated ton or fifteon yeore ege, we could have ale
most entiroly preovented thie torrible crisie thet wo are feoing with hundrode
end thoucernds of frrmere facing bonkruptoy, end fenke and businoss of oll kinds -
following im the woke of o dustroyed abrioultum. To ry gdnd this is one of the
saddort ritoe I hovo ovor witnocsed to travel throughout the country and cee tho
mumbtey of dororted form homese Boch of theso homes tell ue e story of venished
hopoe, diceip ted ambitione, covered fanily tieec end brokenm lcartes They tell
us of young men ond womon, ploncers twenty or thi ity yoore ogo, encworing tho
call and encoursgoment of tholr own govormment to ploncer thie proirie land end
to build uwp now homese Them aftor giving tho very best yoers of thedr livoes
sorving socioty by the production of now wodlih, thoy find themeclver, through
no feult of their own, benkrupted, with no epot to call their own end no roof
ovor tbeir hoeds, ae old oge comoc crooping ons

If the mejority of our fermors hed organisced into a groet cooperctive group
like your FPerme v Union, thie terrible condition eould heve beoen cvertods It
4 too lote to crove thousends of frem homes, bul thore ere other thoucende thot
cen yet be ecveds In the lest fow yeers you feymeres heve perfected the grestost
cooperative grein eelos egenmey in the United itetes, the Fermers Union Terminel
lfesocictions It ie owned 'nd controlled entirely by you fornmers, esome fiftoen
thoueand of you being etock holderss ZNoch one of you hos but one vote ond no
emell colfish growp cen poeeibly gein conmtrols IV s yours ond yours to koep
end instord of fifteen thousend ctock holdere in those Northwmost ‘tetos overy
gcrein producer in the territory tributory to te Peul end llinnecpolie chould
be a stock holder, end an octive potrons Youpy strtus fc not motoprielly chenged
by the wecont cele of your freilitior to tho Parmors Netionsl Grein Corporptionm,
except thot you heve ju-i made o ete forvard and wpwerd in the cooperative
- movement, end it ic the job now of $he Farmove lletional to teke the burden of

finaneing end solling your grein in a bigger, broander end more sompreohon; iva
menner then eould evor hove beon uoooxrpuzhoa without this amalgennti 2
important focture of thie tremcretion is the foct thet you yoursolves a thﬂ
biggost ctocrholdors in the Frymors Notionol with thirty por cont of ite
gtock you cen woll foeture the ecnetormetion of the old srain trade, with



~

ell thodr commiticn in the form of propojende, helf druths, insinmuotions
ené irnuondoc, togothar with their influenco on eommer ¢ towerds you, and
grectost of nll their abselutely uniri  ond unjust dlserimmetory corpetition,
thoy hed gothorpd end stored, end thon out of tho blwe sky comos the deluge
that rondors thelr ummit&ol"usﬂees they heve to retgoneh ond edopt now
toctics, and I sm confidemt thet by the tine thoy can seewmul-te vn entirely
new got of propagande, the frrmers will have boon mtﬂcﬁamtlg educrtod ond
W‘}m ‘o 'ﬂb mmm ml'\!” ¥ ""‘"‘ "*"’" 1 A <L e N~ SR I < N T " R
rein sonked end usoloces Tour own omnhuuun holen.jm to you hae mry
faeility thet o privete concorn hos for tho handling of your grein ond &b hoe
for greator frcilitieos than most privoto concornc now hewves In fuet I camnot
fecture at thoe presont time eny of tho old line companies huving amywhoros nocy
the greot te¥yminel freilitles thet your own orgeniseticr hees Tt hos boen
built wp, from nothing within the lact fow yonre to bO the groctest grein
cooperative in the Unitod ‘totoss Thie hee boen mede poscible by the loyally
end the petroncge of ite menbers. profits, whieh ave yours, ond orq grows
ing foet is your money. £ emall pnrt o!' it hoe been used in paying potroncge
dividendes .I bolicve the emownt wee only $55,000400, but $t wee the firet
petronege grein dividend from o torminel ¢rgnnhetim thet hof boen padd in tho

~ hittory of our cowntry. I pejoice in the frot thet ite profite hove boen uced

to ild a groster orgenizeticn for tho corvice of formore, rether than hove

them diesiprtod in prironsge dividende. I heve the plocsure of e closo eeguaintence
with many of your Frrmere Union Lendere, ond I must say thet losdors with homeety,
in ogrity end ©bility ere moeocesory in corrying on.the groct worke You hove

choson loeders thet hove allithecro virtuees That iec vy your progrecs hes been
replé in spite of ell discovrsgement, such ve propegeadn of the moet vicious

neture end the most detestoable, un f'n;r t otles practiced egeinet you ty tho old
grain 4r-de who hewo begun teo viesion thenselves put on t.he sholf ond out of

buginer ss

I had o popsonal secvedebance 200 Llg gawve 20r, Geosge loftus, whe
pioneered cooporetive grain moriotinge Yowr presomt uft&mn, lire 0'Connor,
lirs Telbott, lire Ynuteon, end your other diroetors, us well es your gencral

manegor, Me We Thetchor, are mon of the higheet typo omd cve corteinly tructe

wortly lecders in the corwying on of the weorll initieted ly Goorge Loftuse
Frlcnds,'zmut to say to you thet tho time hoe mwlmmu'wmﬁhel of

your morketed grain and every hoof of your riorketed livestoek ehould be martotod

through your own cogperative chamnele. Any producer who does evell hinself
of the corvice thet your cooporetive formort sro giving ell ucore, is in roality
umworthy of 'eing elri.od on /mopicen Producor, ond I sincerely trust thot the time
is not fur distont when all of your products are going to e herkoted through
cooperetive chonnolee

Agrin scéuring you of my eporocistion for the oppo-tunity of telking to
my fermere friende throughout lorth Delkota, I wish you,

Good Mighte
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