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Revisiting Guadalcanal 2013
With Australian History Hunter Peter Flahavin
Edson CP
northern end of Bloody Ridge
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The ridge extends 500 yards south beyond Edson's CP. About 60 Japanese broke
through on the right and came up the gully behind me before they were mopped up.

Revisrting Guae1a1canal 2013 with ~eter l!laliavfn

Cape Esperance

+

Aerial photo: KINUGAWA
and other transports
burning after being
bombed on 14 November
1942. Point Cruz is in the
foreground of both photos.
KINUGAWA MARU photo. During the advance in January 1943, the front line was on the beach here.
They used to register the artillery fire on the ship and then "walk" it up the beach and inland onto the
Japanese. The bow has rotted over the years (helped by a 1975 earthquake) but the stern is still
pretty intact in 150 feet of water. Great dive and snorkeling site.
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Revisiting Guadalcanal 2013 with Peter Flahavin
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64,600 in 2009
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Fighter 1
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Marines string wire at
Alligator Creek
(incorrectly named by the
Americans as only crocodiles
inhabit Guadalcanal)

Takeoff over Alligator Creek sandbar
The Battle of the Tenaru, sometimes
called the Battle of Alligator Creek
took place on August 21, 1942. It was
37mm
the first major Japanese land offensive
Schmid MG
during the Guadalcanal campaign.
In the battle, U.S. Marines, under the
overall command of Major General
Alexander Vandegrift, repulsed an
assault by the "First Element" of the
"lchiki" Regiment, under the command
of Japanese Colonel Kiyonao lchiki.
The Marines were defending the
Lunga perimeter, which guarded Henderson Field, which was captured by the Allies in landings on
Guadalcanal on August 7. lchiki's unit was sent to Guadalcanal in response to the Allied landings with the
mission of recapturing the airfield and driving the
Allied forces off the island.
Underestimating the
strength of Allied forces on Guadalcanal, which at that
time numbered about 11,000 personnel, lchiki's unit
conducted a nighttime frontal assault on Marine
positions at Alligator Creek on the east side of the
Lunga perimeter. lchiki's assault was defeated with
heavy losses for the Imperial attackers. The Marine
units counterattacked lchiki's surviving troops after
daybreak, killing many more of them. All but 128 of the
original 917 of the lchiki Regiment's First Element
were killed in the battle.
Machinegunner Robert Leckie's position was static
and to the far right of the heavy fighting. The brunt of
the Japanese assault was borne by Marines Cpl Lee
Diamond, PFC John Rivers (KIA) and Pvt Albert
Schmid. All were awarded the Navy Cross.
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One of the Japanese tanks from abortive assault of
22 October 1942. This tank broke down or was hit
short of the sandbar where
others were destroyed. After the
battle, the sandbar tanks were
blown up ... you can see bits at
low tide. This hull was still there
in 1945, but the scrap guys got
it later.
Below:Tetere Beach 1942-2013

Below Left: Captured flag on a
road near Kokumona Jan '43
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Japanese Observation Post
Mount Austen
There is a small cave & trench where the
observer was situated with a radio.
He survived the war and died at 91.

Revisitino

Guadalcanal 2013
with Peter Flahavin
Plans for Taking Mount Austen
On16 December General Patch ordered
the 132d Infantry to occupy Mount
Austen at once. The 132d Infantry,
commanded by Col. LeRoy E. Nelson,
had landed on Guadalcanal on 8 Dec,
and was completely new to combat. The
3d Battalion, Lt. Col. William C. Wright
commanding, was to lead the attack.

Single lane
Wright Road
was named
for 132d 3rd
Battalion
CdrLTC
Wright who
led the first
attack on
Mt. Austen
16Dec42.
He was
killed
19Dec42.
Here 1942
& 2013.

Troops Heading Uphill
Mount Austen

6

During its twenty-two days on
Mount Austen the 132d Infantry
lost 112 men killed, 268 WIA, 3
missing; it estimated that during
the same period it had killed
between 400 - 500 Japanese.
Part of Mount Austen was still in
Japanese hands, but the 132d's
accomplishments were of great
value. Observation of the
perimeter was denied to the
Japanese, and the XIV Corps'
troops could be safely deployed
in the forthcoming southwesterly operations. The 132d had
located and partly rolled up the
Japanese east flank. With the
arrival of the 25th Div,
preparations could be made for
more ambitious efforts.
The 164th Infantry News, October 2013

Push Toward the Poha
As a result of the naval victory in
mid-Nov and arrival of the 182d
Infantry, the offensive toward
Kokumbona and the Paha Rivers
was resumed .. Available troops
included the 164th Infantry, the
8th Marines, and two battalions of
the 182d Infantry.
The 2d Bn of the 182d was to
cross the Matanikau on 18 Nov to
seize Hill 66, the highest ground
north of the NW Matanikau fork,
and 1st Bn, 182d would advance
across the river west to Pt Cruz
the next day. As the American
forces which had withdrawn on
11-12 Nov had destroyed all the
Matanikau bridges, engineers
were to bridge the river, improve
the coast road, and build a trail
over the ridges to Hill 66.
The terrain west of the Matanikau
differs from inland deep jungles.
South of the sandy beaches are
rocky ridges, covered with brush
and coarse grass, thrust upward
to heights of several hundred feet.
Between these steep ridges are
deep, jungled ravines which the
Japanese could exploit to good advantage.
The ridge line formed by Hills 80, 81, and 66
faces northwest and turns sharply eastward
at Hill 66 toward the Matanikau River's main
stream. It is separated from the high hills on
the south by the valley cut by the northwest
Matanikau fork.
On 18 November the 2d Battalion of
the 182d Infantry, covered by the 8th Marines
on the east bank of the Matanikau, crossed a
footbridge about 700 yards from the
Matanikau's mouth to seize Hill 66. The
battalion climbed to the top of the first ridge
on the west bank (Hill 75) and advanced
southwest behind the ridge crest toward Hill
66, about 2,000 yards from Hill 75. There
were no Japanese on the ridges , but the
inexperienced battalion made slow progress.
The men, having landed only six days before,
were not yet accustomed to the moist heat.
The 2d Bn did not reach Hill 66 until noon,
then dug foxholes and gun emplacements on
the west & south military crests of Hill 66. On
the left was G Co, and F on the right.
Battalion reserve consisted of E Co, & H Co
put its mortars in a gully behind the Bn CP.
The 164th Infantry News, October 2013
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Revisiting Guadalcanal 2013 with Peter Flahavin
At dawn on October 13, 1942,
the 1641h Regiment arrived at
Kukum Beach, Guadalcanal.
Debarkation of personnel
began immediately. Stations at
nets had been previously assigned. Troops carrying ammunition,
combat packs, gas masks and
arms entered Higgins boats, via
nets and were taken ashore. The
First marine Division . . . covered
the landing of troops, which was
completed by 0730.
----LTC Baglien's Diary
The Mccawley and the Zeilin
sailed safely from Noumea to
Guadalcanal, and arrived off
Lunga Point to discharge troops
and cargo at 0547, 13 October.
Though interrupted twice during
the day by Japanese bombing
raids, the ships landed 2,852
men of the 164th Infantry, 210 of
the 1st Marine Air Wing , and 85
casuals, plus forty-four 1/4-ton
trucks Ueeps ), twenty 1/2-ton
trucks,
seventeen
11/2-ton
trucks, sixteen British Bren gun
carriers, twelve 37-mm. guns, five units of fire, seventy days' rations , sixty days' supplies, complete
tentage, and 1,000 ships' tons of cargo for the 1st Marine Division and the naval units. The 164th
Infantry supplies which were landed totaled over 3,200 ships' tons. The Mccawley and Zeilin,
completely unloaded, embarked the 1st Raider Battalion and sailed out of Sealark Channel before
nightfall to return to Noumea.

~

Left: Looking South from Coffin Corner.
There were no palms there in 1942.
Below: Field where KUMA Battalion attacked
September 1942. I'm not asleep - it was the
damn glare of tropical sun . Remember?

Coverage of the historic battle at Coffin
Corner that took place on 24-25
October 1942 was in the March 2013
issue and October 2012 issue, along
with photos and personal accounts.
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Revisiting Guadalcanal 2013 with Peter Flahavin
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Above: Edson's Ridge Memorial 1992 & 2013. Since the 1641h visited in 1992, the plaques
were vandalized and sold for scrap, the marble monument graffiti'd. Now the area is fenced

Battle Map:

Below is a great 1944 aerial mosaic photo. I wish it was on my wall.
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What time is it?
General Alexander Vandegrift,
Colonel Gerald Thomas, and
Lt. Colonel Merritt A. Edson
stand on the beach between
the Matanikau River and Point
Cruz, possibly contemplating
the late September Matanikau
battle that went wrong. The
General does not look happy.

EOSON'S RIDGE
FIRST PHASE
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NIGHT OF 12·13 SEPTEMBER 1942
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MAP 19

Vanderegriff CP

!

11th Marines artillery

!.

Above: Vandegrift CP can still be located on the
backside of the ridge.
Left: the trailhead up the ridge is visible from
Henderson Field -- the action was a mere 15
minute walk. The Fighter Strip is out of the shot to
the left, but you can see the trail branching left
toward Vandegrift's CP.
The J6lh Infantry News, October 2013

Revisiting Guadalcanal 2013

with Peter Flahavin

VIKING CAPTURES HILL 66
Seventy One Years after the Marines of course.
Peter's friend Lars, yes, really from N

~ ined t e

Lars Erik Gill (19) of
Kristiansand is a WWI I
military enthusiast who
has wanted to visit
Guadalcanal since he
was 12. His great grand
father crewed a cargo
ship in the Solomons in
the 1880's. He plans to
come back again after
he does his Norwegian
Army Military Service.
He learned 2 things: If
you don't wear a cap,
pale Viking skin gets
sunburnt, & if you don't
carry a canteen you get
dehydrated. No doubt
the Norwegian Army will
beat those things into
him©
The US Skyline Ridge
Memorial on the west
bank of the Matanikau
River. The first hill west
of the river was occupied by the Marines on
18 Aug 42. When the
memorial was being built
in 1991 /92 for the 501h
Anniv of WWII, they
found the remains of
Marine Sgt John Branic
buried at the site .
Below: Relics for sale at
Barana Village on Mt
Austen, a few hundred
yards from Gifu/Hill 27
where the 132nd fought.
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Pete, your Tour Guide for this issue of The
News, lives in Melbourne, Australia, and has been
interested in history since he was a kid . His
father served in the Pacific with Australian Army
Signals. The 2013 trip marks his 101h exploration
of the Guadalcanal land battlefields. Most of the
pictures on the previous pages were taken during
the July 2013 trip. He specializes in finding
pictures of the historic locations and re-creating
the scene.
"After my first trip in 1995 I started buying
books and by the 1996 trip I was matching up
THEN AND NOW shots. I used to email Karl
Soule (d .2004 ), the 1st Marine Division photo
officer, and he was a great help with locations of
the more iconic photos. I have matched about 200
so far".
He has a website dedicated to his WWII
friends. It is much worth viewing, as it contains his
photos, WWII photos, diaries, and links to many
other interesting sites:
http ://g uadalcanal.homestead .com

At that site, you can preview some of his ebooks: Guadalcanal Battlefield Relics Volumes I &
11; & Guadalcanal Revisited. These are also
available at www.blurb.com
He is happy to answer any questions about
his trips. His email is peterflah@netspace.net.au
Pete wore a WWII HBT (Herringbone Twill)
uniform to the sites this year. Of it, he says, "I
found the Army HBT uniform very comfortable, but
I can see why they made bigger breast pockets in
the 2nd pattern and did away with the two medal
waist buttons - they are bloody annoying and
snag on the web belt."
Peter says the best thing about his research is
hearing from veterans & being able to relate their
stories to his personal knowledge of the terrain.
"I met Wilbur and Martin through my friend
John Innes, who has lived on the 'Canal for 20
years and knows everything there is to know about
the battlefields. Martin used to live 30 minutes
from me and it was great listening to
his stories &encouragement of my
research"
John conducts battlefield tours, a
must for anyone visiting Guadalcanal. Here is a picture of John and
local guide Stephen. John's website:
http://wwwlguadalcanal.com
12
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THURSDAY, 08 AUGUST 2013
By Trixie Carter

http://www.solomonstarnews.com/news/national/18424--us-landing-marked

AUGUST 7TH marked the Solomon Islands Veterans Day and the
71 st anniversary of the landing of US Marines on Guadalcanal
_...... .. on August 7, 1942.
An emotional memorial service was held at the US war
monument at Sky Line yesterday morning to mark the event.
The national Anthem of Solomon Islands and the United
States were performed by the USS Pearl Harbor brass band
before the ship's chaplain made an opening prayer.
Speaking at the memorial service, US Ambassador Walter
North said it was 71 years ago, therefore an honour to be part of
the anniversary and reflect on the battle of Guadalcanal.
"One hundred and fifty years ago the United States was
engaged in a bitter civil war. Those of you here today (yesterday)
may be familiar with the particulars of the battle than I am."
"You have heard of the audacious Marine landing on August
Crew of the USS Pearl Harbor at
7, 1942, just eight months after Pearl Harbor was attacked. You
the US Skyline war memorial 2013 look around at the hills of galloping horse, seahorse, Henderson
field, the nearby rivers, and you can connect a storyline that
ultimately led to a hard-won victory by December 1942--a feat that turned the tides of the war."
He highlighted President Obama's policy of re-balancing the pacific to build on the long history of
mutually beneficial engagement.
"We remember that the battle here was not just a story about Americans suffering but success
would have been inconceivable without the contribution of Solomon Islanders," he said.
Several family members of Mr. North served on Guadalcanal during World War II.
Pacific Partnership Mission Commander Captain Wallance Lovely said it was inspiring to learn of
the tales of such valor and bravery that began on Guadalcanal 71 years ago.
The memorial service concluded with the laying of wreaths and the unveiling of Plinth Honoring
Royal Australian Navy at the Commonwealth Street.
Attending the memorial service were diplomatic representatives, Governor General Sir Frank
Kabui, officers and crew of the USS Pearl Harbor, US Ambassador Walter North, US Consular
Keithie Saunders, government secretaries and officials, WWII veterans, and members of the United
States Marine Corps and invited guests.

Crew of the US Army 164m Infantry Regiment at the US Skyline war memorial, October 1992
The 1641" Infantry News, October 2013
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Saluting Charles Ross [Co E],
who survived 16 events - and three wars
Charles Ross of the Atlanta Track Club competed in 16 events at Sacramento in 2010. Yes 16
(wi,nn_ing seven golds, six silvers, and two bronze.) Perhaps the most decorated athlete at natio~als,
hes 1n the Hall of Fame. But not ours. Charles fought in three wars, and is among the oldest
me_mbers ?f the Army Ranger Hall of Fame. So when it comes to surviving brutal heat and heavy
action, retired Lt. Col. Charles Ross has seen a lot worse than Masters Nationals. He's not a
superstar in any event, but he stays in the game - running every event from the 100 to the 1OK and
steeple. And doing most jumps and throws. Atten-shun! This gent deserves it. (from masters Track.com)

[Then] 87 years old, Ross living his life at a fast pace
by Beth Sexton

Too many gold, silver and
bronze medals to count. Holder
of national record titles in 1mile, 5,000-meter and 10,000meter runs and the 2,000-meter
steeplechase. Champion in pole
vaulting, running, and the high
jump. Favored to win in regional
track and field events.
Who is this Olympic-worthy
athlete? Eighty-seven-year-old
Lt. Col. Charles G. Ross. Not
one to sit around and grow old, = ~r1,l,?at11J£, -----Ross lives up to what one i - - - - _ _ 1~ _ _-:._-:_~-=-~- ==::§ii l e::.i! !!!!!!!...~--------.: . . l,
imagines a retired U.S. Army
Charles Ross, center, was a warrior at the Masters National
Ranger is supposed to be in his
Track Meet in Sacramento. (Photo by Ken Stone)
golden years.
A member of the Atlanta Track Club for 17
He was inducted into the Ranger Hall of
years, Ross first became involved in competition Fame for his service during three wars: WWII ,
when he learned about the Georgia Golden the Korean War, and the Vietnam War.
Ross retired from the military in 1972 and
Olympics a [few years] ago.
He signed up for six events at the contest moved to Georgia. He and his wife of 53 years,
and won six gold medals later that spring. The Joan, are the parents of Alexandra, Steven,
following year, he signed up for 15 events and Andrew, and Katheryn, and grandparents of four.
Perhaps Ross' military training and
won 14 gold medals. Ross continued to rack up
the gold medals and compete in more senior determination are part of the reason he is able to
athletic events, including his first steeplechase ... , face overwhelming odds in these latest physical
which resulted in his being ranked No. 1 for his endeavors.
[A few months before the National meet],
age bracket in the USA Masters Track & Field
events. Up until his first Golden Olympics game, he participated in the Alabama USA Track and
Ross had never participated in such compe- Field Masters Championships. During the pole
titions, except running - a favorite past-time for vault, after he made his all-time highest jump,
more than two decades. Winning so many track Ross ran to clear the bar at an even greater
and field competitions has shown Ross to be an height and tore the muscle in his left calf.
Back home, Ross saw a specialist and
extraordinary athlete at a decidedly late stage in
began physical therapy. He had his eye on the
his life.
As a young man, Ross, an Indiana native, USA Masters Track and Field Championship set
enlisted as a private in the U.S. Army and was for July, days after his injury. "I had intended to
commissioned through Officer Candidate School. use those days for intensive training, however,
He distinguished himself on the battlefield, for 18 days, I was unable to jog a single step," he
earning two Purple Hearts and commanding said.
several companies during his military career.
14
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Saluting Charles Ross, (Continued)
"My training for the remaining 14 days was
limited to two short sessions of throwing the
hammer, an attempt to high jump off my right leg
and four short 20-minute sessions of 50 percent
jogging and 50 percent walking. When I tried to
tighten up my calf muscle in my left leg, it stayed
soft and flabby and I briefly considered whether
or not to go."
Determined, Ross made it to the
championship and entered his first event - the
5,000-meter run, which is about 3 miles. He said
he wondered if his leg would even allow him to
finish the run. Ross not only finished, he won the
gold.
He entered nine events and won nine medals seven gold and two bronze, taking home awards
in running, a 2,000-meter steeplechase, pole
vaulting, the hammer throw, a 400-meter dash
and the high jump. "The idea that I was able to
do that was unbelievable to me," he said. "I had a
certain amount of pain and I took it day by day."
The USA Masters Track and Field 2009
Outdoor rankings show Ross is No. 1 in the
country in the 85 to 89 age group in four events:

the 1-mile run, 5,000-meter run, 10,000-meter
run and the 2,000-meter steeplechase.
In 2009, Ross qualified for 14 track & field
events in the State Senior Games, participating
in five events at the National Senior Games . He
won two gold, one silver, and two bronze medals .
In the USA Track and Field State Level
Championships and in the Georgia and Florida
Golden Olympics, Ross has won gold medals in
his age group in 18 track and field events,
including the 100-meter dash, the 5,000-meter
run, the discus, the triple jump, and the pole
vault.
In the 85 to 89 age group, Ross has won
first place in a half-marathon at Robins Air Force
Base, a 10-mile run in Washington, D.C. and the
15,000-meter U.S. Army Ranger Mountain Run
at Camp Frank D. Merrill in North Georgia.
At the awards dinner for the Georgia
Golden Olympics, Ross was presented the
Barney Ochs Sportsmanship Award, given to the
athlete who demonstrates a love of the games,
enthusiasm for life and consideration for others.
Continued on next page ....

N'A TIONAL·INFA'N TRY MUSEUM
T!h ree..:Time R e ci pients. of the
C,o m bat 1nfantry'man Badge
LIEUTENANT COLONEL CHARLES G. ROSS
Lieutenant Colonel Charles G. Ross is inducted into the
Ranger Hall of Fame for distinguished service during three
wars . During World War II, LTC (then Platoon Sergeant)
Ross was commissioned through Officer Candidate School.
He was wounded in action during the Bougainville
Campaign and participated in the invasion of Leyte Island
where he was wounded in action a second time. He assumed
command of and led his Regimental Recon Platoon on a
sixteen day raid behind Japanese lines where he orchestrated
a successful link-up with a local guerrilla battalion.
Recognizing the reluctance of the guerrilla battalion
commander to engage enemy forces, he motivated that
battalion to begin operations against the enemy. Lieutenant
Colonel (CPT) Ross served three tours during the Korean
War. He was the last commander for both the Eighth Army
Ranger Company and the 1st Aitbome Ranger Company. He
commanded the 2nd Division Recon Company during his
second tour. At war's end, he was commanding a rifle
company in the 31st Infantry Regiment. During the Vietnam
War, LTC Ross seived two combat tours commanding
Special Forces "C" Detachments. Lieutenant Colonel Ross'
entire militaiy career is an outstanding example.

Rangers Lead The Way!
http s i lwww. b enning. army. mil/rtb/Ha 11_ of_Fame/Ha llofFame5/lieutenant_ c olonel_ros s. h!:m

Three 1641h-ers are known to have received 3 awards of the CIB: Lt. Col. (ret) Charles Ross, Co E;
Brig. Gen. (ret)(deceased '93) John Stannard, Co E; & Master Sgt (ret) (deceased '96) Edward R. Puhr

The 1641" Infantry News, October 2013
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Saluting Charles Ross, (Continued)
The USA Masters Track & Field consists
of local, regional, national, and international
competition opportunities for athletes 30 years
and older. Masters meets typically include
sprints, distance running, hurdles, throws, jumps,
racewalking, and relays. "I do a lot of different
events," Ross said. "Usually a lot of guys
specialize in one thing like javelin or shot put.
Some specialize in two or three things. I like
doing all of them. I'd like to do the decathlon. I've
got gold medals in nine out of 10 events."
The Senior Olympian has a definite
philosophy that goes along with his success.
"Every person is unique," he said. "Most don't
know what they can do until they try. "

"I believe it's better to try and
fail than to not try."

Ross also adheres to the belief that "we
are what we eat." "Beware of the three S's salt, sugar, and saturated fat. I eat fruits and
vegetables and read the labels on everything. I
get my sleep - eight hours a night. I train a lot. I
joined LA Fitness and work out three times a
week," said Ross. "I try to do the very best I can.
I try to win. I take these things seriously."
Ross' breakfast foods include bran flakes,
shredded wheat, bananas, raisins, and skim milk.
Lunch is usually a banana and small orange with
steamed frozen vegetables, with occasional
beans and brown rice. Dinner includes chicken or
fish with very little red meat. Powerbars are also
a staple of this athlete's diet.
"I really try to stay healthy," he said. "I 'm
looking at the future. I'd still like to compete when
I'm 90."

Charles Ross is ranked number one by U.5 Track
and Field ..... and he's pushing 90.
2012 ATLANTA -- They begin in the cool darkness of the stadium at Morehouse College, two
silhouettes stretching and hopping their way down a long cement hallway. Out on the track, brutal
training that breeds champions is underway. In their midst, the number one nationally ranked U.S.
Track and Field star. With him is his coach, Dr. Lydia Woods.
Ross is a celebrated decathlete, a U.S. Track and Field champion. At nationals, Ross said, "I
entered 13 events. I got eight gold first place medals and five silver."
This, from a man who took up running at the age of 70. The catalyst? His 50th high school
reunion. "I looked around. It looked like most people were waiting for the grim reaper," he said. "They
were retired, life was not much to do but watch TV." To be fair, Ross never really sat around. He
served in World War II, The Korean War and did three tours in Vietnam. This former Ranger
transferred that discipline to his new passion for
track and field. Also a fact, he's taught his coach
Photo courtesy of the 2012
as much as she's taught him. "I'm learning about
Georgia Golden Olympics
the grace of aging," Woods said. "Everybody
wants to be Charles. I particularly want to be him
in 30 years. He's a role model for all of us."
Editor: Charlie turned 90 this year and I know he
was looking forward to breaking records at that
age. When I contacted the Golden Olympics in
his home state of Georgia for photos of the Sept
'13 games.
I learned that Charlie moved,
possibly to Arkansas, to be nearer to family due
to his wife's health, and could not participate.
An online search revealed that he competed
in the 2013 USATF National Masters on 11-14
July 1013, in Olathe, KS, and sure enough! He's
in the Age 90 record books!!
Charlie hasn't let us know his new address,
so if someone is in contact with him, let us know.
Wherever he is, we hope he's still in training and
that his wife is doing well.
16
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Charlie Ross, Co E
by Chuck Walker
(1920-2009)

Charles had just come into
Easy Company prior to my taking
over the company on Bougainville. Before that I was C.O.
[Commanding Officer] of H Company. (Also Bn S-3).
On his first patrol in my command, he was sent out to the
hills 250 and 600: the route--the Torokina River. Artillery
opened fire on his platoon and he pulled back out of the area.
Going back on the patrol , he found a large group of
Japanese swimming in the Torokina without leaving a guard.
He finished this group and brought in all of their weapons and
gear.
On another patrol , we found two Japanese hiding in the
grass and when discovered, they ran a short way into a
thicket. Ross and I both tried to get ahead of them and cut
them off. I could see the receiver of the Japs barrel in the
thicket, but waited for a positive shot. I heard the pop of the
grenade as the Jap armed it, and when it went off, men on our
patrol were yelling. Several were peppered by the grenade
but there were no fatalities. As Charles stood to check his
men, another grenade exploded. This smart Jap had popped
the 2nd grenade under cover of the first one.
On another occasion, I took Charles over to the Fiji 3rd
Battalion to meet George Cakombau. (Years later George That's the two of us, all right. We
became Governor General of Fiji.) They struck it off together were on the beach occasionally
and Charles went on a patrol with the Fijian group. We had doing some fishing. We didn't have
just come in from a ten day patrol so he took his free time to any proper gear so made a 100 foot
learn more about combat. He found himself in a situation net of camouflage nets. With a boat
where he was so close, Jap grenades were landing behind and motor we often caught enough
him. [That was 23 June 1944].
to feed the company. -Chuck Walker
When we arrived in Valencia, on Leyte Island in the
Philippines, I sent Charles and his platoon west toward Ormac. That evening he called in , saying
they bagged around 50 enemy. With the rest of the platoons sweeping to the west and north, we ran
into several hundred of the enemy. Early one morning, Charles took his platoon out and engaged in
a running fire fight. A Japanes bullet struck the cartridge by his stomach which began to burn. A part
of the bullet penetrated his stomach.
He was evacuated to New Guinea but
later had the fortitude to rejoin us. He was
made a Commanding Officer then.
Charles stayed in the Army for three
wars. He got his share of medals and
deserved them. He is a fine man and top
soldier. I'm proud to know him.
--Chuck Walker ( 1920-2009)
Left, at the 2008 Reunion :
Robert J. Jeffrey. Co E 2nd Platoon Sgt;
Charles H. Walker, Commander, Co E;
Charles "Charlie" Ross, 2nd Platoon Leader
display the WWII Company E Guidon
donated to the 164th Assoc. by Dom
Amoroso, Jr. , whose dad brought the flag
home from WWI I.
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The Liberation ·
Of Cebu City
The liberation of the City ·of
Cebu is a great landmark . ini
the campaign to free the Phil- ..
ippines from the Japanese·
invader•. Significant facts ·e re
closely linked with this que~n .
city of the southern Philippines. \
Firstly, the city of Ce.bu is .
the birthplace of President \.
Sergio Osmefia of the Philip- .
pirie Commonwealth; second)y~i
_it is the birthplace of Cbri11ti~i
anity, and admittedly for th~t
Far East; thirdly, it commands1?
tremendous politina): and eoo-{,,
nomio influences to the peoplei
of the central and southern .
Philippines.
·
Today the city's ,nodern im-<
provements are gone because1,
the .Tapanese wantonly des?,
troyed · tham. What the Cetm•:
a nos built and construcated. in :
manyjyears have been destroyed ,
by the invaders in 8 short time., ,
Indeed the liberation of Cebu's
metropolis opens a · new avenue !
for the people of Cebu to beg.in:
the work of reconstruction .'
Cebu Oity of the future ·wm, be
different from Cebu ·City before! ,
the Japanese invaaion ; a11d;· ·
muoh more, it would be a dif- 1
ferent city · from · tha.t .one ,
"built'' by th.e Japanese,
· <'
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:War E~ds as To)iyo Accepts Terms
Emperor·
Tells Army
ToGi~~Up
(Contfliued f1'om Page 1)
The ·Japanese 'Cabinet was said
by TOkio radio to haVe be~n in
cont;inuous
session from
e~rly
MonQay, when it said ~he_ Allied

staterri.ent,was reteiVed from 'Berne,
until yesterday.
The Japanese .'claim tb~t the
Alli~d note was received only
Monday was flatly denied -1>y, the
Swiss Foreign Office, howeve'r . It
said the note Was received in Berne

1

Saturday, , brought to the knowledge

of. the Japanese. ·minister there and
sent by hin:i to Tokyo late Saturday

night, and that "receipt of - tli.e
Allied i'e.l,)lY w as confirmed b'Y:
Japan on..Aug. 12 (Sunday) at 0935

hours."
D~ring the day JaPanese radio
StationS were heard contacting .all·
tl'\eir ships ~ sea using call letters
· used for · emergencies1 b ut th~ nature
of the· communication
not clear.
·u . S. Pacific· Fleet HeadqllarterS,
q.uam . • I sland, was among the
voints thaf ·pic~ec;l up,.· the. 'Japanese
broadcast annOuflcing that ,t he uuf..:.
m atU:m hap. been accepted. • Head-,,
· q_uarters itnmediately flash ed ,.'w ord
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James Beaton, Hqs Co

GUADALCANAL 1942 1943

Jim lives in Minnesota, not far from Fargo. Below is a 2008 Reunion Photo.
From They Were Ready: Beaton had served in the S2 section since arriving on the
island, but early on had decided that Moore was a "dirty guy" who "lied to us all the
time." Moore called the men "second rate soldiers." Beaton also said that "Moore
wanted the Seabees to build him a separate latrine because he was too refined to
use ours. So the Seabees did it, but decorated it with fancy paint to show their
contempt for him." In December Beaton became friends with a lieutenant colonel
who served in Patch's XIV Corps HQ. "We were on a long patrol together and I got
to know him. He suggested that I cou ld do some good things in the Corps
intelligence unit." The transfer went through and Beaton did good enough work to
be offered a spot in the Officer Train ing School (OTS) program.
From Bob Dodd's memoires: Remembered fo ndly by all who participated was the recon patrol's six
day expedition on foot to find a path across the island south to north. The purpose of the trip is a little
fuzzy: perhaps to fina an evacuation rout in case of invasion from the south; peraps to see if the
Japanese could easily cross the island if they landed in the north ; perhaps to check out an area to
set up an observation outpost on the NE coast; perhaps something else . Probably the chief purpose
was simply to give the recon outfit experience in the jungle and mountains on their own.
After a few false starts because of inadequate food, a group led by Jim Beaton and including Bob
Dodd, Doug Burtell, Fred Maier, Ed Milligan, and a few others, set out from a small village in the
mountains. Mulligan, who was not in the recon outfit but went along as a medic, brought a camera
and thus preserved some rare images from this time. They had learned to forego the heavy canned
food, and lived on rice, raisins, oatmeal, dried apricots .. .. ...

Intelligence Section
of Reg't Hqs
Company.
L-R Standing:
Doug Burtell, Jim
Beaton, Delphis
Lucier, Bob Dodd,
Bill Brixon, Eli
Dobervich, Warren
Hill, John Slingsby.
Kneeling: Fred
Maier, Leonard
Pfeifer, Bob Olson.

FARGO FORUl\I10 THE
Sunday !\lorn., July 30, 1944
Three Receive
[nfantry Badgei

The group
with French
Villagers.
Bob Dodd is
far left,
back row,
partially
hidden. Jim
Beaton is
far right in
the back.
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The combat infantryman's badg e
1vas awarded to one Fargoan and
two other North Dakotans recently. They are
Sgt. James R.
Beaton, s on of
Mr. and Mrs. C.
A. Beaton, 905
Seventh av N,
PFC.
Philip
Dock tor
of
S t r e e t e r and
P FC. Gordon L.
Sllseth of Rutland.
Sgt. Be a ton
entered a c ti v e
Beaton
service with the
164th North Dakota infantry. He
served on Guadalcanal from October 12, 1942, until July, 1943
when he was returned to the
United States. He is now .stationed at Camp Claiborne, La.
Pvt. Dockter is on Bougainville
where he is an acting assistant
squad leader in a veteran infantry
regiment which distinguish~d itself during the fierce fightmg of
March when the enemy's suicidal
attack was repulsed with heavy
losses to the J a ps.
.
.
Pvt. Silseth is an as.s i.stant gun- ·
n'er ( m-0rtar) in ·a veteran 'infantry
regiment which. fought_ at Guad-;jl.lcll,flal.-· with. other · umts of .: the'.
Ari-:erica.l divi...<ion, !l,nd is ·pow .s ervBougainville. / . ., -.' \ ;\ :.

~_g/on'
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James Beaton, Hqs Co

In the above "G-2" photo, Lt. Jim Beaton is in
the bottom row 9th from left - 5th from right.
The articles on this page tell us that Jim lost a
brother at Okinawa in 1945, and that a cousin
Don was wounded in France.
The Beaton family homesteaded in the Red
River Valley in the late 1800's & has a significant history. Jim's Grandfather Lemuel was a
community leader, and an Uncle Frank served
in the state legislature. There is a Beaton
Avenue in West Fargo.

The bodies of two Fargoam
both killed on Okinawa, are amon1
those of 18 North Dakotans and ,
ne.a rby Minnesotan being returne,
from the Pacific area aboard th,
transport Sergeant Jack J. Pendle
ton.,. the. army announces.
'.· Pvt. Beaton was killed June 3,
1945. A graduate of Fargo high
school and Fargo Business college,
he entered service June 6, 1944,
and went overseas the following
l;'l"ovember. Before joining the
marines he was a mechanic for
Northw'est Airlines.
: Besicjes his parents he · leaves
t hree daughters, Sandra Kay and
twins, Jean arid Joan; and four
brot hers, Richard of Billings,
Mont., a nd James; Jack and Waljust in time for
te1\ at home. His wife, now Mrs.
winter in the ETO.
Leonard . Skodje, r esides at 1418
.___ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___, :E:leventh st N .

Worldwide tour:
The article at right
contains an
interesting tidbit after departing the
South Pacific in
July 1943, Jim
spent a few
months in the US
and was then sent
the other direction
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WHAT IF.... The 164th had stayed with the
34th Infantry Division during WWII?
PREFACE: The 1641h Infantry Regiment, North Dakota Army National Guard,
was mobilized 10 February 1941 as one of 4 Regiments of the 34th Infantry
Division, Minnesota Army National Guard.
The Division was sent to
Camp Claiborne, Louisiana, for training and maneuvers. On 8 December
1941, the 1641h was pulled from the Division as part of the Army
restructuring of 3 Regiments per Division instead of four. The 1641h was
sent to the west coast with a destination of the South Pacific. Ever
wondered what might have happened if it had stayed with the 341h?

The 'Red Bull' Division in WWII
Excerpts from these Sources: Wikipedia.com, 34thlnfantry.com, 34thinfdiv.org
In common with other U.S. Army divisions the 34th was reorganized from a square to a
triangular division before seeing combat. The division's three infantry regiments became the 133rd
(Iowa ARNG "Avauncez" = Advance), 135th (Minnesota ARNG "To the Last Man"), and 168th (Iowa
ARNG "On Guard") Infantry Regiments.
On 8 January 1942, the 34th was transported by train to Fort Dix, New Jersey, to quickly
prepare for overseas movement. The first contingent embarked at Brooklyn on 14 January 1942 and
sailed from New York the next day. The initial group of 4,508 stepped ashore at 12:15 hrs on 26
January 1942 at Dufferin Quay, Belfast. They were met by a delegation including the Governor (Duke
of Abercorn), the Prime Minister of Northern Ireland (John Miller Andrews), among others.
While in Northern Ireland, Division Commander Major General Russell Hartle was tasked with
organizing an American version of the British Commandos, a group of small "hit and run" forces, and
promoted his Aide-de-camp, artillery Captain William 0. Darby to lead the new unit. Major Darby
assembled volunteers, and of the first 500 Rangers, 281 came from the 34th Infantry Division. On 20
May 1942, Hartle was designated commanding general of V Corps and Major General Charles Ryder
took command of the 34th. The division trained in Northern Ireland until it boarded ships to travel to
North Africa for Operation TORCH in November 1942.
The 34th Infantry Division saw its first combat in French Algeria on 8 November 1942. As a
member of the Eastern Task Force, which included two brigades of the British 78th Infantry Division,
and two British Commando units, they landed at Algiers and seized the port and outlying airfields.
Elements of the Division took part in numerous subsequent
engagements in Tunisia during the Allied build-up, notably at
Sened Station, Sidi Bou Zid and Faid Pass, Sbeitla, and
Fondouk Gap. In April 1943, the Division assaulted Hill 609,
capturing it on 1 May 1943, and then drove through Chouigui
Pass to Tebourba and Ferryville. The Battle of Tunisia was
won, and the Axis forces surrendered.
The Division then trained for the inception of the Allied
Invasion of Italy (Operation Avalanche), beginning with the
Salerno landing. The 151 st Field Artillery Battalion went in on
D-day, 9 September 1943, at Salerno, while the rest of the
Division followed on 25 September.
Engaging the enemy at the Galore River, 28
National Guard Heritage Painting :
September
1943, the 34th, as part of the U.S. II Corps,
The Red Bull in the Winter Line of Pantano,
relentlessly
drove north to take Benevento, crossed the
Italy, 29 Nov-3 Dec 1943
winding Volturno three times in October and November,
assaulted Monte Patano, and took one of its four peaks before being relieved , 9 December 1943. In
January 1944, the Division was back on the front line battering the Bernhardt Line defenses.
Persevering through bitter fighting along the Mignano Gap, the 34th used goat herds to clear the
minefields. The 34th took Monte Trocchio without resistance as the German defenders withdrew to
the main prepared defenses of the Gustav Line.
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The 'Red Bull' Division in WWII (continued)
On 24 January 1944, during the First Battle of Monte Cassino they pushed across the Rapido
River into the hills behind and attacked Monastery Hill which dominated the town of Cassino. While
they nearly captured the objective, in the end their attacks on the monastery and the town failed. The
performance of 34th Division in the mountains is considered to rank as one of the finest feats of arms
carried out by any soldiers during the war. In return they sustained losses of about 80 per cent in the
Infantry battalions. They were relieved from their positions 11-13 February 1944. Eventually, it took
the combined force of five allied infantry divisions to finish what the 34th nearly accomplished on its
own.
After rest and rehabilitation, the 34th landed at the Anzio beachhead 25 March 1944. The
division maintained defensive positions until the offensive of 23 May, when it broke out of the
beachhead, took Cisterna, and raced to Civitavecchia and Rome. After a short rest, the Division
drove across the Gecina River to liberate Livorno, 19 July 1944, and continued on to take Monte
Belmonte in October during the fighting on the Gothic Line. Digging in south of Bologna for the winter,
the 34th jumped off, 15 April 1945, and captured Bologna on 21 April. Pursuit of the routed enemy to
the French border was halted on 2 May upon the German surrender in Italy.
The Division participated in six major Army campaigns in North Africa and Italy. The Division is
credited with amassing 517 days of front-line combat.
1st Battalion , 133rd Infantry, and the
IRONMAN battalion were engaged in actual combat with the enemy on 611 days. This battalion still
holds the record over the rest of the United States Army for days in combat. [Editor: unable to verify]
The 34th Division suffered 3,737 killed in action; 14,165 wounded in action; and 3,460 missing
in action, for a total of 21,362 battle casualties. Casualties of the division are considered to be the
highest of any division in the theatre when daily per capita fighting strengths are considered. There is
little doubt the division took the most enemy-defended hills of any division in the European Theatre.
The division's soldiers were awarded 10 Medals of Honor;
98 Distinguished Service Crosses; 1 Distinguished Service Medal;
1, 153 Silver Stars; 116 Legion of Merit medals; 1 Distinguished Flying
Cross; 2,545 Bronze Star Medals; 54 Soldier's Medals;
34 Air Medals with 54 oak leaf clusters; and 15,000 Purple Hearts.
Activated: 10 February 1941 (National Guard Division from North
Dakota, South Dakota, Iowa, Minnesota)
Overseas: May 1942
Days of combat: 517
Distinguished Unit Citations: 3
Casualties:
Killed in Action: 3,737
Wounded in action: 14,165
Missing in action: 3,460
Total Battle Casualties: 21,362
Returned to U.S. : 3 November 1945
Inactivated: 3 November 1945
So, would you trade your malaria & jungle rot for their pneumonia & chilblains?

The 34th Division Continues On
The 34th Infantry Division , Army National Guard, participated in World War I and World War
II. It holds the distinction of being the first U.S. division deployed to Europe in World War II. The
division was deactivated in 1945, and the 47th "Viking" Infantry Division was later created in the
division's former area. In 1991 , the 47th Division was redesignated the 34th.
Since 2001 , division soldiers have served on homeland security duties in the continental
United States, in Afghanistan, and in Iraq. The 34th has also been deployed to support peacekeeping
efforts in the former Yugoslavia and elsewhere.
The division continues to serve today, with most of the Division part of the Minnesota and Iowa
National Guard. In 2011 , it was staffed by roughly 6,500 soldiers from the Minnesota National Guard"
2,900 from the Iowa Guard , about 300 from the Nebraska Guard , and about 100 from other states.
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U.S. Army Divisions in World War II
Background Information on U.S. Army Divisions in World War II
http://www.historyshots.com/usarmy/backstory.cfm 9/22/2013
During World War II about 16,000,000 personnel served in the U.S. Military. Approximately
11,200,000 or 70% served in the U.S. Army (4,200,000 Navy and 660,000 Marines.)
The U.S. Army was re-organized into three forces in March 1942:
• Army Ground Forces (AGF). According to The Army Almanac, "Its mission was to provide ground
force units properly organized, trained and equipped for combat operations." About 4,400,000
personnel were part of the AGF during the war. They sustained about 80% of U.S. Army casualties.
• Army Service Forces (ASF). Originally called Services of Supply, was responsible for supplying and
servicing the U.S. Army. Organizations under ASF included: corps of engineers, quartermaster corps,
medical corps, signal corps, chemical warfare service, ordnance department, and the military police.
• Army Air Forces (AAF). Responsible for the training and making ready the air component of the
U.S. Army. The Army Air Forces became an independent service (U.S. Air Force) in 1947.
At its peak in March 1945, the U.S. Army had
Strength Ground
Percent 8,200,000
personnel. This chart compares Army
Date
U.S. Army Forces
of Army Ground Forces strength with total U.S. Army strength.

31 Dec 41

1,657,157

31 Dec 42

5,398,888 1,937,917

867,462

52.4%

Source: Greenfield, Palmer, & Wiley. US Army in World War II,
The Organization of Ground Combat Troops

Personnel in the Army Ground Forces were grouped
into
two areas: divisional forces and nondivisional
35.9%
forces. In March 1945, there were about 1,200,000
31 Dec 43 7,582,434 2,551,007
33.6% personnel assigned to divisions and 1,500,000 to nondivisional units.
The
core combat arm of the Army Ground Forces was
31 Mar 45
8,157,386 2,753,517
33.8%
organized around the division formation . The division
was created to be the smallest Army organization capable of performing independent operations.
Ninety-one divisions were formed by the U.S. Army in World War II. In general, a division contained
about 15,000 troops. Non-divisional forces included service units and some additional combat troops
not initially assigned to a division.
Note: most service units were allocated across all U.S. Army organizations. For example, both the
Army Service Forces and Army Ground Forces had engineer units. In addition, some engineer units
were part of divisions while other engineer units were part of non-divisional personnel.
Divisions: classified by the weapons and methods used in combat.
• There were 5 types of divisions: infantry, mountain, armored, airborne, and cavalry.
• 91 divisions were mobilized during the war: 68 infantry
Days of
divisions, 1 mountain division, 16 armored divisions, 5
Division
Theater
Combat
airborne divisions, and 2 cavalry divisions.
• All divisions were activated in the United States except for
654 32nd Infantry PTO
the following divisions: Philippine (activated in Philippines),
600* America! Inf PTO
Hawaiian (activated in Hawaii, renamed 24th division), 25th
(activated in Hawaii from troops of the Hawaiian division), and
592 37th Infantry PTO
America! (activated in New Caledonia.)
531 3rd Infantry MTO & ETO
• There were three major theaters of operation: Pacific (22
divisions), Mediterranean (15 divisions), Europe (61 divisions).
521 1st Cavalry PTO
Seven divisions served in both the European and
511 45th Infantry MTO & ETO
Mediterranean Theaters (1st, 3rd, 9th, 36th, 45th infantry
divisions; 82nd airborne; and 2nd armored.)
500 34th Infantry MTO
• Two divisions were disbanded or deactivated before the end
443 1st Infantry MTO & ETO
of the war: the Philippine division was destroyed and
disbanded on 10 April 1942; and the 2nd Cavalry division was
422 82d Airborne MTO & ETO
activated and inactivated twice: 15 Apr 41 to 15 Jul 42 and 23
400 36th Infantry MTO & ETO
Feb 43 to 10 May 44.
• Three divisions did not enter combat: 98th Infantry division,
* _estimated
131hAirborne division, and the 2nd Cavalry division.
• By June 1946, 74 divisions were inactivated or disbanded leaving 17 divisions on active duty.
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U.S. Army Divisions in World War II

(Continued)

http://www. historyshots. com/usarmy/backstory .cfm

Division Components
All divisions of the U.S. Army originated from the following four sources:
• Regular Army
• National Guard
• Organized Reserves
• Army of the United States
The numbering of divisions followed a pattern established in 1917 during World War I. The
numbers 1 to 25 were reserved for the Regular Army; numbers 26 to 45 for the National Guard;
and numbers 46 to 106 for the Army of the U.S. However, there were a number of exceptions.
The two airborne divisions, 82nd and 101 st, were redesignated Regular Army when they converted
from infantry to airborne divisions. The 25th was formed from troops of the Hawaiian division and was
classified as an Army of the U.S. division. The 42nd division was a National Guard division in World
War II but was mobilized as an 'Army of the U.S.' division.
Division Life Cycle. In general , a division went through the following phases during its existence:
• Cadre selection : A cadre of officers and men (about 1300 men
or 10% of the division) were selected from a current division to
Casualties Division Theater
serve as the nucleus of the new division.
• Division commander selection: The commanding general of the
25,977
3rd Inf MTO & ETO
division was selected by General George Marshal, chief of staff
of the United States Army.
23,277
9th Inf MTO & ETO
• Cadre training: The cadre trained for a few months prior to
activation.
22,660
4th Inf European
• Officer fill out: Officer schools and replacement centers filled
the complement of officers.
20,993
45th Inf MTO & ETO
• Activation: The division was formally activated, that is, put in to
existence so that it can be filled out.
20,659
1st Inf MTO & ETO
• Division expansion: Draftees and enlistees were integrated into
the division bringing it up to its authorized strength.
20,620
29th Inf European
• Training: The division trained for a year.
17 weeks of basic and advanced training
19,466
36th Inf MTO & ETO
13 weeks of unit training
14 weeks of combined arms training and large-scale exercises
8 weeks of final training
19,200
90th Inf European
• More training: The division participated in large scale, multidivision training exercises.
18,446
30th Inf European
• Overseas movement: The division was moved to a port, loaded
on transports, and embarked to an overseas theater.
17,087
80th Inf European
• Additional training: If possible, trained for a few more weeks.
• Combat: The division moved to the front lines and entered combat.
• Relieved: Periodically, the division was relieved from combat for
Casualties Division Theater
rest, recuperation, reequipping, and retraining. After a break of a
few days to a few months, the division reentered the front lines.
9,212
7th Inf Pacific
• Inactivation or remained on duty: Personnel were returned to the
8,812
96th Inf Pacific
United States and released from the Army and the division was demobilized. Most of the regular army divisions remained on duty in
7,461
77th Inf Pacific
Europe or the Far East.
·
7,268
32d Inf Pacific
Casualties: Charts showing the ten divisions with the most battle
casualties and the 5 with most casualties in the Pacific are
7,012
24th Inf · Pacific
presented here. Casualties are defined as killed in action,
wounded in action, captured and interned, and missing in action.
Source For Casualties: Army Battle Casualties and Nonbattle Deaths in WWII, Final Report, 1 Oec1941 - 31 Oec1946.
Sources for Days of c;ombat: The Army Almanac: A Book of Facts Concerning the Army of the United
States; Order of Battle, U.S. Army, World War II
The Mediterranean Theater of Operations, United States Army (MTO USA) was originally called North African Theater
of Operations (NATO). American term for operations between Allies and Axis Powers in North Africa and Italy.
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America's
Wars

Department of
Veterans Affairs

Office of Public Affairs
Washington, DC 20420
(202) 461-7600
May 20 13

American Revolution (1775-1783)

Korean War (1950-1953)
217,000
4,435
6,188

Total U.S. Servicemembers 1
Battle Deaths
Non-mortal Woundings

War of 1812 (1812-1815)
286,730
2,260
4,505

Total U.S. Servicemembers
Battle Deaths
Non -mortal Woundings

Indian Wars (approx. 1817-1898)
106,000
1,000

Total U.S. Servicemembers (VA estimate)
Battle Deaths (VA estimate)

Mexican War (1846-1848)
78,718
1,733
11 ,550
4,152

Total U.S . Servicemembers
Battle Deaths
Other Deaths (In Theater)
Non-mortal Woundings

Civil War (1861-1865)
Total U.S. Servicemembers (Union)
Battle Deaths (Union)
Other Deaths (In Theater) (Union)
Non-mortal Woundings (Union)
Total Servicemembers (Conf.) 2
Battle Deaths (Confederate) 3
Other Deaths (In Theater) (Confederate) 3• 4
Non-mortal Woundings (Confederate)

2,2 13,363
140,414
224,097
28 1,88 1
1,050,000
74,524
59,297
Unknown

Spanish-American War (1898-1902)
Total U.S. Servicemembers (Worldwide)
Battle Deaths
Other Deaths in Service (Non-Theater)
Non-mortal Woundings

306,760
385
2,061
1,662

World War I (1917-1918)
Total U.S. Servicemembers (Worldwide)
Battle Deaths
Other Deaths in Service (Non-Theater)
No n-mortal Woundings
Living Veterans

4,734,991
53 ,402
63,114
204,002
0

World War II (1941-1945)
Total U.S. Servicemembers (Worldwide)
Battle Deaths
Other Deaths in Service (Non-Theater)
Non-mortal Woundings
Living Veterans 5

16,1 12,566
291 ,557
113,842
670,846
1,7 11 ,000

NOTES:

1. Exact number is unknown. Posted figure is the median of estimated
range from 184,000 - 250,000.
2. Exact number is unknown. Posted figure is median of estimated
range from 600,000 - 1,500,000.
3. Death figures are based on incomplete returns.
4. Does not inc lude 26,000 to 31,000 who died in Union prisons.
5. Estimate based upon new population projection methodology.
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5,720,000
1,789,000
33,739
2,835
17,672
103 ,284
2,275,000

Total U.S. Servicemembers (Worldwide)
Total Serving (In Theater)
Battle Deaths
Other Deaths (In Theater)
Other Deaths in Service (Non-Theater)
Non-mortal Woundings
Living Veterans

Vietnam War (1964-1975)
8,744,000
3,403,000
47,434
10,786
32,000
153 ,303
7,391 ,000

Total U.S. Servicemembers \Worldwide) 6
Deployed to Southeast Asia
Battle Deaths 8
Other Deaths (In Theater) 8
Other Deaths in Service (Non-Theater) 8
Non -mortal Woundings 9
Living Veterans 5 • 10

Desert Shield/Desert Storm (1990-1991)
2,322,000
694,550
148
,•,
235
1,565
467
2,244,583

Total U.S. Servicemembers (Worldwide)
Deployed to Gulf
Battle Deaths
Other Deaths (In Theater)
Other Deaths in Service (Non-Theater)
Non-mortal Woundings
Living Veterans 5 • 10

America's Wars Total (1775 -1991)
U.S. Mi litary Service during Wartime
Battle Deaths
Other Deaths (In Theater)
Other Deaths in Service (Non-Theater)
Non-mortal Woundin~s
Living War Veterans 1
Living Veterans (Periods of War & Peace)

41,892,128
651,031
308,800
230,279
1,431 ,290
16,962,000
23,234,000

Global War on Terror (Oct 2001 - )
The Global War on Terror (GWOT), including Operation
Enduring Freedom (OEF) and Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF),
are ongoing conflicts. For the most current GWOT statistics
visit the following Department of Defense Website:
http://siadapp.dmdc.osd.mil/personnel/CASUAL TY/gwot component.
QQf

6. Covers the period 8/5/64 - 1/27173 (date of cease fire)
7. Department of Defense estimate
8. Covers period 11/1 /55 - 5/15/75
9. Exc ludes 150,341 not requiring hospital care
10. Defense Manpower Data Center (DMDC) estimate, as of 4/09, does
not include those still on active duty and may include veterans who
served in Iraq and Afghanistan.
11. Total will be more than sum of conflicts due to no "end date"
established for Persian Gulf War.
Source: Department of Defense (DOD), except living veterans,
which are VA estimates as of Sep 2010.
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America's Wars Fact Sheet, May 2013

Mexican War
Last Veteran, Owen Thomas Edgar,
died 9/3/29, age 98
Last Widow, Lena James Theobald,
died 6/20/63, age 89
Last Dependent, Jesse G. Bivens,
died 11/1 /62, age 94
Civil War
Last Union Veteran, Albert Woolson,
died 8/2/56, age 109
Last Confederate Veteran, John Salling,
died 3/16/58, age 112
Last Union Widow, Gertrude Janeway,
died 1/17/2003, age 93
Spanish-American War
Last veteran, Nathan E. Cook,
died 9/ 10/92, age 106

American Revolution
Last Veteran, Daniel F. Bakeman,
died 4/5/1869, age 109
Last Widow, Catherine S. Damon,
died 11/11/06, age 92
Last Dependent, Phoebe M. Palmeter,
died 4/25/11, age 90
War of 1812
Last Veteran, Hiram Cronk,
died 5/13/05, age 105
Last Widow, Carolina King,
died 6/28/36, age unknown
Last Dependent, Esther A.H. Morgan,
died 3/12/46, age 89
Indian Wars
Last Veteran, Fredrak Fraske,
died 6/18/73, age 101
World War I
Last Veteran, Frank Buckles,
died 2/27/1 I , age 110

VA's projection for living U.S . World War II veterans through the year 2029:*
9/30/14 .. .... .. 1,002,000
9/30/15 ..... ........ 843,000
9/30/16 . ..... .. . 727,000
9/30/18 .......... .494,000
9/30/19 ... .... .. .. . 374,000
9/30/20 . .. ... . . . 257,000
9/30/22 .. ... . .... 167 ,000
9/30/23 ....... . ... .. 127 ,000
9/30/24 . .. ......... 87,000
9/30/26 ... ... . .....40,000
9/30/27 ..... ..... .... 32,000
9/30/28 . .. ........ 24,000

9/30/17 ... .. .. ... 614,000
9/30/21 ... .. .... .210,000
9/30/25 ... .. .... ... 49,000
I
9/30/29 ...' . ........ l.5
,000

'

* Estimates have changed based on new population projections.

U.S. Veterans and Dependents on
Benefits Rolls as of
January 2013
VETERANS

CHILDREN

PARENTS

SURVIVING
SPOUSES

Civil War
Indian Wars
Spanish-American War
Mexican Border
World War I

58

46

7

12

2,192

2,248

236,358

10,733

20

207,742

2,018

160

9

3,526

202,360

2,324

71

68,396

Vietnam Era

1,390,078

4,157

2,025

208,789

Gulf War

1,389,204

3,390

1,440

21,427

Peacetime

667,630

1,357

871

34,000

Non service-connected2

313,310

12,02 1

World War II
Philippines
Korean Conflict

1

io

195,091

Service-connected 2

3,510,01 5
13,083
4,45 1
348,241
1 For compensation and pension purposes, the Persian Gulf War period has not yet been terminated and includes veterans
of Operations Iraqi and Enduring Freedom. 2 This total includes peacetime veterans receiving benefits
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2013 Mini Reunion

(22Sep2013)

The chain of continuous reunions since 1945 remains unbroken!!

L-R: Col(ret) John Jacobsen, Hqs/Svc Co 1953; Harvey Sand, Svc Co 1951. 3rd Armored Cav, Japan; Louis J
Hanson, Co E 1942-1945; LeRoy Kositzky, Co E 195118063rd MASH, Korea; Col(ret) Vern Fetch, Svc Co
1952, Current President, 1641h Infantry Association; Tom Wilder, son of Jerry Wilder, Co E (WWII & Korea)

Hey, Tom ....
What's in the Trunk?
.~

1~

y '!}

Tom Wilder brought a trunk full of war
souvenirs that his dad, Jerry Wilder, had
sneaked into the luggage of a Co E
soldier evacuated from Guadalcanal.
, Attendees at the Mini Reunion enjoyed a
scrumptious buffet brunch in Bismarck,
then settled into some soft chairs for a
tour through the Souvenir Trunk.

As the only WWII veteran at the mini-reunion, Louis
J. Hanson recognized· all the stuff in the trunk. He
holds a Japanese grenade and points at a spot on his
hand which, he says, "might still have some shrapnel
in there." The small inset shows the chrysanthemum
design on the top - the 'solar flower' is the symbol of the Imperial reign.
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A Map of
Camp
Claiborne,
home to
the 164th
for over a
year.
Below,
LeRoy
uses the
netted
'gilley
suit' to
blend into
the foliage.

Oh! So that's what's
'
in the Trunk!
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In the Trunk: A Japanese
helmet, gilley suit (net),
crushed bugle, leather ammo
pouch, 2 bayonets, canteen,
rice bowl, mosquito gloves,
demilitarized grenade and
"knee mortar", silk from a US
Navy parachute, leggings,
water purification kit, miscellaneous buttons/insignia, half
a flag, language translation
book, & a rations tin.
An operations order outlining
the plan for the Blue Army
during the 1941 Louisiana
Maneuvers was interesting.
The next reunion will be
September 2014,Mandan ND

29

: The UNlF0\2-M
I

Left: Mark Halvorson, curator at the North
Dakota Heritage Cente~ holds (at right in the
photo) the only late 19 ~ century uniform in the
~ Center's collection.
~~
He holds, at photo's left, a 1st North Dakota
· Infantry uniform owned by Tom Wilder, son of
Jerry Wilder, Co E. You may recall that the 1st
ND Infantry Regiment was renamed the 1641h
Infantry Regiment just before WWII.
Tom loaned the uniform jacket to your Editor
for display at the National Guard Headquartersd
He also provided the photo of Company F, 2n
Dakota Regiment in Valley City, circa 1885.
To find out more about the age of the uniform,
who better to consult than Mark, who is not only an
expert on ND history, but is also the son of Alvin
M. Halvorson, Company D.
The enlisted frock coat is an 1885 pattern that
shows the trim going all the way around the standup collar, not the just the front half as is worn in the
photo of Co F (circa 1885) below. The trim on collar, epaulets, sleeve trim, & piping is white, which
was used 1886-1902 instead of infantry blue. Another unique feature is that the brass buttons feature
the State Seal of ~i?rth Dakota, dating them after statehood in 1889. So, one can assume that an
ancestor of the 164 wore his new uniform between 1889-1902.
;

I

COMPANY l fi SECOND REGIMENT)
. '.

D. N, G.

VALLEY' CITY, DAKOTA.

Above: Uniform collector and Civil War reenactor Tom
Wilder shows off a small hand crafted Co E guidon found
in the military storage room at the Old Williston Armory.
Tom's dad, Jerry, was instrumental in saving the beautiful
old building from destruction.
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Historil -Photos

from the Tom Wi\der e,o\\ee,tion

;.{ Co F, 2°ct ND Inf, at Valley City, ND, which later
' . ) became the home of Co G, 164th Infantry.

Tidbits of Uniform History from http://cibassoc.com/history/history-of-the-infantry/
History: The Infantry is the oldest branch in the (regular) Army. Ten companies of riflemen were
authorized by the Continental Congress Resolve of 14 June 1775. The oldest Regular Army Infantry
Regiment, the 3d Infantry, was constituted on 3 June 1784 as the First American Regiment.
HOWEVER, the National Guard of the United States was formed over 130 years earlier on 13
December 1636 when 3 militia regiments were established in Massachusetts Bay Colony.
Branch Insignia: Crossed muskets were first introduced as the insignia of officers and enlisted men
of the Infantry in 1875. A standard design depicting the 1795 Springfield Arsenal musket was
approved by GEN Pershing, Chief of Staff, in 1922. The device has been in continual use since 1924,
with only slight modifications in the size of the insignia.
Branch Colors: The Infantry has made two complete cycles between white and light blue. White was
prescribed from 1775-1851; saxony blue thru 1857; light or sky blue until 1886 when white trim was
used. Light blue has been the Infantry color since 1902. Infantry regimental flags and guidons have
been National Flag blue since 1835.
Left: Co E, 1st ND Inf, when home station was
Langdon, ND. When that town couldn't keep
numbers, the unit was moved to Williston, ND.
The 1st Dakota was renamed the 164 th in 191 7.
Below: A 1940 photo taken at Camp Ripley, MN.
The 164th was then part of the 34th Infantry
Division from Minnesota, and remained so until
December 3th 1941, when the unit was orphaned
from the 34th and was sent to the west coast and
then to the South Pacific to become part of the new
America! Division. The 34th Division served in the
European Theater of Operations.
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Charles Maciver, Co L

A Son's Search
By Lyle Maciver, Brainerd, MN
The 164th Infantry News has helped me reconstruct a time in
my father's life which was unknown to me. He served in Company L of
the 164th from 1941 - 1945 and fought in the Guadalcanal and
Bouganville battles. My father, Charles Maciver, had the misfortune to
become a staff sergeant and squad leader, to survive these battles
while earning a purple heart and bronze star, to fight and be part of a
unit earning the Presidential Citation, to endure numerous bouts of
malaria only to die suddenly of bulbar poliomyelitis in 1948 just 3 years
after returning home to Minnesota. I was born during those 3 years but
have no memory of my father. My mother was 4 months pregnant with
twin boys when my father died. We 3 boys grew up knowing our father
had not wanted us to play with guns and that we were named for war
buddies of our father. ( Lyle, Conrad & Ralph ). Our mother simply told
us that," your father didn't talk much about his time in the war." We
had no idea of the strong North Dakota connection nor were there any
\
stories to connect with the random photos of his time in the war.,,,.
After my mother's death in 2002, I decided to research
.,,
my father's war history. There was some trepidation, on my part,
.
,_
as I was not certain what I may uncover. I had the glowing
f"/
character references from his 9 siblings, cousins, and of course,
my mother, but what did happen in those Pacific islands so
many years ago? Dad's younger brother related that Charles
only said, "We floated around a lot of islands and when we went
ashore it was bad." I had not been drafted during the Viet Nam
War because of medical school and residency training but knew
from friends that those who talked very little of their war
experiences were most likely the soldiers who had been in the
thick of combat. But, my search was more for a personal side to
those 4 years, rather than the details of the ugly conflict in the
foxholes and swamps of some pacific jungle.
My mother had mentioned the name of Conrad Kamesch
and Hillsboro, North Dakota. One of my younger brothers was
to have been named after him but that had changed when Dad
died during their pregnancy.
My wife and her family were born and lived in Grand
Forks and, as I had traveled to visit family over the previous 35
years, I had driven by the freeway exit to Hillsboro which later
proved to be the home of a close, personal, war buddy of my
father, Conrad Kamesch.
I'll never forget my first phone call to Conrad to
introduce myself and ask if he knew my father. "Yes,
this is Conrad. Is this really Charlie's son?" Conrad
· and Marcella had named their first son after my father.
Over several visits Conrad quickly put together the
North Dakota connection, Camp Claiborne training, the
Cow Palace in San Francisco, the guard duties in
Umatilla, WA and Grand Coulee Dam. There were 7 to
a room on the long ocean ride aboard the USS
.,, President Coolidge to Melbourne, Australia. The two of
them spent Christmas, 1942, together on Guadalcanal
over a turkey dinner. Conrad directed me to several
=~-==::.,..----,-,,~==-___,,.-=--____,--"'~=, men who were still alive and introduced me to the 164th
IConrad & Charles, Christmas 1942, Guadalcanal I Infantry News and their reunions.
•1
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Charles Maciver, Co L (continued)
Gradually, I learned names and places for most of the photos. A Joe Otmar from Salinas, CA,
who served as First Sergeant, sent very specific notes, names, and a very warm remembrance of my
father. Conrad amazed me with another story when he informed me that he and I had met earlier.
For he had come to our family farm in Glenwood, MN, when I was an infant and again at my father's
funeral when I was 2 years old. Conrad passed on in Sept, 2011, in his hometown of Hillsboro, ND.
Further irony occurred for my story in 2011 - 2012 when my son spent a year working in
Melbourne, Australia. My wife and I flew from California to Melbourne in March, 70 years to the date
from when Conrad, Charles, and the 1641h sailed on the USS Coolidge. It was surreal to sit with my
son at the Melbourne harbor wondering what had been on the mind of my father as he sailed into
Melbourne harbor about to embark on an unforgettable odyssey. These "circles in time" helped to
soothe my mind and bring further closure to my personal search.
My search started late in the game for many
of these men. Much had been forgotten, too many
had passed away but this is where the Infantry News
helped to collect all the material and give us all a
complete look at what these men accomplished.
Thank you for your dedication and perseverance to
detailing the many individual stories. Much has been
written about this generation of men and women.
WWII brought men from many different walks of life
and united them in a common cause, something my
generation has seldom experienced. The ravages of
war were handled differently by each of these men
but many were as my father. He was a farm boy who
came of age during the Depression, attained a 9th
grade education and his solitary goal had been to
marry, raise a family, and be a productive farmer. He
Island of Viti Lenue, Fiji, 1943
L-R: Elgin Loe, Del Jensen, Roger Nariman, was well on his way by the detailed records he kept
with the government agricultural agent after his
Charles Maciver, Edward Eck, Joe Otmar
discharge from the Army.
I marvel that he had not
used a gun , even to hunt, but had
become a rifle sharpshooter. He
had not traveled more than 25
miles from his home, yet the war
transported him across the United
States and into remote island
jungles to kill a tenacious enemy.
As with others in the 1641h,
especially the "good stock from
North Dakota", their individual
lives had been plainly simple but
the war odyssey exposed their
complex nature, their amazing
adaptability, and each one's gritty
determination. Too many died in
battle. The survivors healed or at
least covered their scars enabling
them to build a home for my
generation within which we could
grow and
thrive . For that
opportunity, I remain forever Front L-R: 1?; 2 Knute Wigestrand; 3 Earl J. Borsheim;4?; 5 Donald
grateful and thankful. May each W. Arneson. Bae~: 1 Lewis A. Borsheim; 2 Oliver W. Baglien; 3?; 4
one of them be granted God's, L..:C:...:.h.:..::a:.:....:rl~e-=-s..:...:M..:..:a::..:c..:...:lv~e..:...:r;~5:....:·~-------------------'
loving protection as they pass on to another
realm of love and peace.
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Patrick James Arthur, Company D (WWII)
Ser eant First Class, United States Army
Patrick James Arthur - Broken Bow, Nebraska - Born 1914
Sergeant First Class, U.S. Army - Service Number 37034440
Served in Company D, 1641h Infantry Regiment in WWII
Died July 31, 1951, in Korea while Prisoner of War
Sergeant First Class Arthur was a veteran of World War II.
In Korea, he was a member of Headquarters Company, 2nd
Battalion, 38th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Infantry Division. He was
seriously wounded in North Korea on November 30, 1950 and
returned to duty on December 7, 1950.
He was taken Prisoner of War while fighting the enemy in
South Korea on May 18, 1951 and died while a prisoner on July 31,
1951. His remains were not recovered.
His name is inscribed on the Courts of the Missing at the
Honolulu Memorial. For his leadership and valor, Sergeant First
Class Arthur was awarded the Silver Star, the Bronze Star, the
Purple Heart with 2 Oak Leaf Clusters, the Combat Infantryman's
Badge, the Prisoner of War Medal, the Korean Service Medal, the
United Nations Service Medal, the National Defense Service
Medal, the Korean Presidential Unit Citation, the Republic of Korea War Service Medal, and the
World War 11 Victory Medal.
Silver Star Awardedfor actions during the World War 11
(Citation Needed) - SYNOPSIS: Private Patrick James Arthur (ASN: RA-37034440), United
States Army, was awarded the Silver Star for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action
against the enemy while serving with Company D, 164th Infantry Regiment, America!
Division, during World War II. Private Arthur's gallant actions and selfless devotion to duty,
without regard for his own safety, were in keeping with the highest traditions of military
service and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army.
Headquarters, U.S. Army Forces in the South Pacific Area, GO No. 24 (January 19, 1943)
Company: Company D Rei!iment: 164th Infantry Regiment Division: America! Division

Soldier Missing From Korean War Is Identified
U.S. Department of Defense Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs)
News Release IMMEDIATE RELEASE No. 170-09 March 16, 2009
The Department of Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office announced today that the remains
of a U.S. serviceman, missing from the Korean War, have been identified and will be returned to his
family for burial with full military honors.
He is Sergeant First Class Patrick J. Arthur, U.S. Army, of Broken Bow, Nebraska. He will be
buried on May 1, 2009, in Arlington National Cemetery near Washington, D.C.
Representatives from the Army's Mortuary Office met with Arthur's next-of-kin to explain the recovery
and identification process on behalf of the secretary of the Army.
Arthur was a member of Headquarters Company, 2nd Battalion, 38th Regiment, 2nd Infantry
Division. In mid May 1951, elements of the 2nd ID were securing their positions on the No Name Line
south of the Soyang River, South Korea, when the Chinese Army launched a major counter-offensive.
The 2nd ID was forced to withdraw south to a more defensible position north and east of the
Hongch'on River. During the withdrawal, Arthur was captured by enemy forces on May 18, 1951, and
was marched north into North Korea. Arthur died of malnutrition and disease in July, and he was
buried at the Suan Mining POW Camp near Pyongyang.
Between 1991-94, North Korea gave the United States 208 boxes of remains believed to
contain the remains of 200-400 U.S. servicemen. Accompanying some of the remains were Arthur's
military identification tag and a denture fragment bearing his name. Scientists from the Joint
POW/MIA Accounting Command and the Armed Forces DNA Identification Laboratory used
mitochondrial DNA and dental comparisons. For additional information on the Defense Department's
mission to account for missing Americans, visit the DPMO Web site or call (703) 699-1169.
34

The 164//' Infantry N ews, October 2013

Patrick James Arthur, Co D (continued)

Remains of Broken Bow Korean War Soldier identified
Thursday, 19 March 2009 By MICHELLE ZLOMKE, Chief Managing Editor
Courtesy of the Custer County Chief, Broken Bow, Nebraska
Military announcements peppered the front page of the Custer County Chief in the 1940s and
1950s, noting the men who had enlisted, trained, fought and returned home during World War II and
the Korean War. Not all the men returned home, however, and an occasional headline shared the
solemn news. "Pat Arthur Missing In Korea" read the headline at the top left the Chiefs June 18, 1951
front page.
The Department of Defense announced Monday that Sergeant First Class Patrick J. Arthur's
remains had been identified and will be returned to his family for burial with full military honors. He will
be buried May 1, 2009, in Arlington National Cemetery near Washington, D.C.
Two of the former prisoners of war who helped bury Arthur in Korea will attend the ceremony,
according to Arthur's niece, Kay Einspahr. "It's really quite a story," Einspahr said. "Two POWs who
were with him, who buried my uncle on what they called the March of Death, are in their 80s and they
will be there." Einspahr said the half-dozen family members who will attend the ceremony hope to
have time to visit with Arthur's fellow soldiers. According to the 1951 article in the Chief, Arthur's
sister, Mrs. Alice Trotter, received a telegram in mid-June 1951 that Sergeant Arthur was missing in
Korea. Trotter was Kay Einspahr's mother. The article said two of Arthur's brothers, James, Sr., and
Thomas, also lived in Broken Bow at that time. He was the son of the late Gus Arthur.
The Department of Defense reports Arthur was a member of Headquarters Company, 2nd
Battalion, 38th Regiment, 2nd Infantry Division. In mid May 1951, elements of the 2nd Infantry
Division were securing their positions on the No Name Line south of the Soyang River, South Korea,
when the Chinese Army launched a major counter-offensive. The 2nd ID was forced to withdraw
south to a more defensible position north and east of the Hongch'on River.
During the withdrawal, Arthur was captured by enemy forces on May 18, 1951, and was
marched north into North Korea. The family later learned that Arthur died of malnutrition and disease
in July, and he was buried at the Suan Mining POW Camp near Pyongyang.
According to the Dept of Defense, between 1991-94, North Korea gave the US 208 boxes of
remains believed to contain the remains of 200-400 U.S.servicemen. Accompanying some of the
remains were Arthur's military ID tag and
a denture fragment bearing his name.
Among other forensic identification tools
and circumstantial evidence, scientists
from the Joint POW/MIA Accounting
Command and the Armed Forces DNA
Identification Laboratory also used
mitochondrial
DNA
and
dental
comparisons in identifying some of the
remains as Arthur's.
Einspahr said her mother and her
mother's sister, Jane, each provided
DNA to the Department of Defense
before they died. Her mother died five
years ago, Einspahr said. "My mother
pursued this for a long time," Einspahr Army honor guards carry the flag-draped coffin of Army Sergeant
said. "The military has kept us informed
First Class Patrick J . Arthur during his funeral ceremony at
Arlington National Cemetery, Friday, May 1, 2009
along the way."
Arthur was on furlough in Broken
Bow in June 1950 when he received notice to report to Fort Lewis, Wash, because of the Korean
conflict, according to the Chief. He was wounded in Korea in November 1950, suffering wounds to
his feet and legs, but returned to duty three weeks later. He was promoted from Corporal to Sergeant
while in Korea, was a squad leader and led a group of Korean soldiers.
Korean tour was Arthur's fourth overseas assignment, the Chief article states. He served in
Guadalcanal and Germany in World War II, and served in Germany again after the war. He earned

the Silver Star for gallantry on Guadalcanal.
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Patrick James Arthur, Co D (continued)

A vow between brothers for a fallen friend
BY JOE DUGGAN Courtesy of the Lincoln Journal Star Sunday, March 22, 2009
Two Army sergeants dug a grave for their friend 57 years ago on an unmarked spot in North
Korea. It was the only gesture their Chinese captors allowed them to bestow on Sergeant Patrick
James Arthur of Broken Bow, a man they called Pop because, at 36, he was an old soldier.
Pop Arthur would forever be 36 after malaria, malnutrition and a torturous, 500-mile march
through the mountains of central Korea ended his life. Sergeant Obie Wickersham and Sergeant Fred
Liddell made the same march after Chinese soldiers captured them on May 18, 1951.
They knew Pop was extremely sick when they arrived at the prison camp, so they asked
guards if they could clean him up, give him some water. The guards said he would be taken to the
hospital. Instead, they just let him die - filthy and thirsty. "They wouldn't let us do a damn thing,"
Liddell said. Except bury their friend.
They carried Pop to a suitable place and started digging. When he wasn't being watched,
Liddell removed the dog tags. He pocketed one; he hid the other in Pop's mouth.
The guards told them to stop digging before the grave was more than a couple of feet deep.
And when they tried to say a few words for their friend, they were ordered to shovel dirt over the
body. So they spoke to each other instead. They made a vow.
Between 1991 and 1994, the North Korean government gave the United States 208 boxes of
burial remains from 200 to 400 American servicemen who died in the Korean War.
Scientists from the Joint POW/MIA Accounting
Command and the Armed Forces DNA Identification
Laboratory are responsible for trying to identify the
remains and returning them to next of kin.
In one of the boxes, they uncovered Sergeant
Arthur's dog tag . Over time, investigators used DNA
profiling to identify his partial skeletal remains and, late
last year, they notified his 81-year-old nephew, Francis
Arthur, who lives in Lincoln.
One of the first questions Francis Arthur had for the
military representatives who came to his house: Can you
notify Obie Wickersham and Fred Liddell?
The three
sergeants became co-workers and friends when they
were assigned to Headquarters Company, 2nd Battalion,
38th Regiment of the 2nd Infantry Division.
Pop, the former Custer County farm boy, had
served throughout World War 11 , in the Pacific and in
Europe. He won the Silver Star, the military's third
Francis Arthur displays his Uncle Patrick James
highest decoration, during the Battle of Guadalcanal.
Arthur's medals and commendations on March
Details are sketchy, but relatives say it apparently
16 as well as the box in which he was
involved
a mad dash to recover a machine gun, which he
presented the dog tag recovered with his
turned
on
advancing Japanese soldiers. He was wounded
uncle's remains in North Korea
twice in the war.
Platoon Sergeant Obie Wickersham from California could relate. He too served in the Big War, won
the Silver Star and earned Purple Hearts.
Communications Sergeant Fred Liddell of Oregon served his first hitch in the Army as part of
the occupational forces in Japan. He re-enlisted in early 1950 after being promised he'd get a year
stateside and a year abroad in a location of his choice. Instead, when war broke out in June 1950, he
was sent to Korea.
Some of the bloodiest fighting of the war took place in the first year, involving United Nations
troops, Americans, South Koreans, North Koreans and Chinese. In mid-May 1951, troops in the 2nd
Infantry Division dug in for battle along the No Name Line near the Soyang River in South Korea. The
Chinese Army launched a counter-offensive May 17, severely outnumbering the Americans.
"We were absolutely overrun," Wickersham said. "There wasn't much we could do about it."
He and Arthur were together when they were captured .
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Patrick James Arthur, Co D (continued)
In a different location, Liddell was part of an infantry company marching up a hill
as Dutch soldiers ran down, saying, "Too many Chinese, too many Chinese." The
Americans learned the Dutch were telling the truth. Then friendly rockets started
pounding the hill.
A Captain ordered Liddell and several other soldiers to return to headquarters
camp, thinking it would be safe. When they arrived, they walked into a hut where at
least 30 Americans lay wounded. That's when the Chinese soldiers swarmed the
camp. "They came in, took those of us who could walk out and then burned the hut
down," Liddell said . "They threw in grenades and burned it down."
The long march started May 18 with about 500 men. The guards forced them over
mountains at night and made them hide in the trees during the day.
The prisoners consisted of troops from the U.N. and the 2nd Infantry Division.
Republic of South Korea soldiers were quickly executed. For days, they were given nothing to eat and
only one cupful of water per day. They ate leaves, grass, insects - anything that looked edible.
When their captors finally started distributing food, it typically was a handful of milled grain or flour.
When prisoners passed streams or rivers, those who broke ranks for a drink were shot.
Dysentery spread like fire in a pile of straw. Lice infected almost everyone. Men started
collapsing from dehydration and starvation. "If somebody dropped out, maybe you'd hear a shot,
maybe you wouldn't," Liddell said. Pop Arthur, suffering from a relapse of malaria he caught during
World War II, grew weaker each day. Liddell and Wickersham stayed with him.
About two days before their arrival at
the Suan prisoner camp south of
Pyongyang, Pop couldn't walk anymore.
His friends were so weak they could offer
little help. A soldier named Earl Harman
put Pop on his back, carrying him the rest
of the way. They arrived at the prison
camp at the end of July. The march had
taken more than two months.
Of the 500 men who started, only
200 finished, Wickersham said. He and
Liddell stayed together during their
imprisonment. They were released on
August 23, 1953, about 2 1/2 years after
their capture. They were among the 1.8
million who served in the Korean War
theater. The war took the lives of nearly
37,000 Americans.
The two returned home and led
Sergeant Obie Wickersham, left, 84, of Yuba City, Calif, and
and Sergeant Fred Liddell, right, 80, of Opelika, Ala, give
productive lives. Wickersham, now 84,
their final respect to their friend, Army Sergeant First Class
lives in Yuba City, Calif. Liddell, now 80, is
Patrick J. Arthur of Broken Bow, Neb, during a funeral
in Opelika, Ala. Both have been active in
ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery, Friday, May 1,
Korean War POW/MIA organizations,
2009, fulfilling their promise they made 57 years ago when
advocating for the return of some 8,000
they buried him on an unmarked spot in North Korea. It was
unaccounted for brothers lost in what is the only gesture their Chinese captors allowed them
often called the Forgotten War.
to bestow on Sergeant Arthur who died while a prisoner of
Over the years, they have prayed
war, from ~alaria, malnutrition, an~ 500-mile march through
the remains of their friend would be found
the mountains of central Korea during the Korean War.
and returned. So they were deeply relieved when they learned of the events of recent months. Both
men [were] at Arlington National Cemetery for the May 1, 2009, funeral of a man they called Pop.
"It means the world to me," said Francis Arthur, the nephew in Lincoln who worked so hard to
have his uncle's remains identified . "Of all the people there, I feel personally it's most important that
they be there." The Army will honor Patrick Arthur on that day, as will his relatives.
Liddell and Wickersham already did 57 years ago.
So they will do something else on May 1. They will fulfill a promise they made in 1951 to
someday rebury their friend in American soil.
"We vowed to be there," Obie Wickersham said, "so we will be there."
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Williant A. Byers, Co E (1916 - 2013)
June 08, 2013 1By JANET HEIM I janeth@herald-mail.com
Printed in its entirety with permission from the Herald-Mail, Hagerstown, MD
Photos & Bio Excerpt were provided by Ruby Byers,

William "Bill" Byers was a beloved teacher in Washington
County. He taught 42 years for the county school system, the last
29 as a driver's education teacher at Williamsport High School,
where he taught countless teenagers to drive.
Bill knew a lot about what was going on in the community from
the back-seat conversations of students awaiting their turn at the
~ wheel, said his wife of 68 years, Ruby.
"My dad, he knew
· everything going on in the high school," said son Joe Byers.
His student drivers also got lessons about nature as they
drove around the county, with Bill sharing his passion along the
way. "He loved feeding the birds and deer in the backyard," Ruby
said.
Joe's daughter and his oldest grandchild, Alex Willems, grew
up not far from her grandparents' farm. "I was always here" at the
farm, Alex said. "Pop was just all about being outside. He'd identify
- leaves on trees, birds, flowers, cows."
At one time, Bill had more than 30 ponies, and would host
races at a racetrack they had on their property.
Joe said the farm was run as a co-operative
with four or five other farmers on the same road.
Bill had a combine, one farmer had a hay baler
and one had a corn chopper. "You just worked
to help each other," Joe said. "My father had
cattle here until he was 85. Until after he turned
90, he was on a tractor."
During his teaching career, Bill also taught
eighth-grade math and science, high school
business
math,
world
history
and
bookkeeping.Bill's workdays began long before
the bell rang, with him rising early to take care of
the animals on the family farm, then continuing
the chores after he got home from school.
Joe said as a child, he helped on the farm.
"He worked all the time, taught school, fed cattle
before class, came home and was on the
tractor," Joe said. "I didn't play sports because
we worked."lt wasn't until he was an adult that he
and his father, both working as teachers, would
schedule annual hunting trips during fall school
break.Those trips started in the 1970s and
continued for more than 25 years. "We weren't
back a week and we were already talking about
next year," Joe said. "In many ways, my father
was my best friend."
Bill also had a large garden and generously
shared his bounty. "He grew corn, melons,
turnips, and gave them to everybody," Ruby said.
"He was very proud of his beautiful roses and
took them into school for the secretaries."
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"When I picture my dad, I think of a
hardworking, generous, loving person. He would
give you the hat off his head," said daughter
Jana Tolerton of North Myrtle Beach, S.C. Jana
lived in Washington County until she and her
husband, Ty, both teachers, moved south seven
years ago. She said her son admired one of Bill's
hats, and Bill immediately took it off his head and
gave it to him.
Bill was born near Shepherdstown, W.Va.,
the youngest of six children and a twin . "He was
the last. They didn't have a blanket for him"
because his 40-year-old mother was unaware
she was having twins, Ruby said.
Bill's father was a farmer and cattle dealer.
The family moved to Linden Hall Farm on
Downsville Pike when Bill was 2. His first eight
years of school were at Center Hill School, a
one-room school house on a corner of the
family's farm. He would drive a team of horses
until 9 a.m., then tie them to the fence, climb over
it and go to school, with someone continuing the
work, according to the memoirs Bill wrote.
The farm, at risk of being lost to foreclosure
during the Depression, was saved when Franklin
D. Roosevelt issued a presidential order stopping
farm
foreclosures
until
they
could
be
investigated. That prompted Bill to become a
lifelong Democrat.
Bill graduated from Hagerstown High
School in 1934, but didn't have money for
college, so he continued to help his father on the
farm.
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William A. Byers, Co E (continued)
A parishioner at the family's church, John Wesley United
Methodist Church, had offered $200 to those who signed and kept a
pledge to not drink or smoke until the age of 18.Bill was plowing a field
when the check arrived in the mail. Although classes had started at
Frostburg two weeks earlier, he packed and headed west, his first time
away from home. He graduated with a S.S. in elementary education
from Frostburg State Teachers College in 1938.
Bill worked at two one-room schools in the county for one
school year each. He was teaching seventh and eighth grades in
Williamsport when he met Ruby Hoffman, then a senior at Williamsport
High School and valedictorian of her class.
Ruby's sixth-grade teacher suggested Bill ask her out, which he
did in July 1941 , after her high school graduation. One of their dates
took place on the evening of a snowstorm. Ruby's father told her Bill
probably wouldn't make it, but Bill shoveled the quarter-mile lane at
Linden Hall so he could get his car out and keep his date with Ruby.
In September 1941, Bill was the first to see the letter from the
draft board informing him and his twin, Claude, to report to the board
so they could determine which twin should be drafted. Bill did not share the letter with his family and
reported to the office and said he should go. Claude was not drafted until the following spring .
Bill was a drill instructor at Camp Wheeler, Ga., and
George Reeves (born
George Reeves, the actor who played Superman on the
George Keefer Brewer,
TV program, was in Bill's platoon. A soldier in the platoon
5 Jan 1914 - 16 Jun 1959)
had drowned and Bill was assigned to travel with the body
was an American actor
home to Hollywood.
George told Bill not to stay in a
best known for his role as
motel,
that
he
should
call
George's mother and she would
Superman in the 1950s
put him up. She took Bill out to dinner at the Brown Derby,
television program
Adventures of Superman.
and they saw Gracie Allen and several other movie stars.
' Reeves was drafted into
Bill was an officer when he started dating Ruby. They
,~,...__,._._ ........, the US Army in early 1943.
only went on about a dozen dates because he was away
He was assigned to the U.S. Army Air Forces
serving his country. They got engaged in May 1944, and
and performed in the USAAF's Broadway show
Ruby didn't see him until he returned for their wedding on
Winged Victory. The long Broadway run was
Jan. 28, 1945.
followed by a national tour and a movie
Nine days later, Bill, who was commissioned a
version . Reeves was then transferred to the
Army Air Forces' First Motion Picture Unit,
second lieutenant, was shipped overseas to the South
where he made training films. He is pictured
Pacific. His life during the Depression and his military
here in So Proudly We Hail!
service is documented in a video interview as part of the
Veterans History Project through the Library of Congress.
Bill was discharged from the military in December
1945 and returned to teaching at Williamsport High School
in March 1946. Bill joined Ruby's church, Williamsport
United Methodist Church, after their marriage. In 1950,
the couple bought an 85-acre farm and built the home
where they raised Joe and Jana in 1958. There are now
three grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren.
Ruby also graduated from Frostburg and went into
teaching after spending 10 years at home with the children. Bill and Ruby each earned master's
degrees at Frostburg. Their children went to Frostburg, became teachers and married teachers.
"They were great role models, very devoted to their family," Jana said.
Just weeks ago, all seemed normal for Bill. He worked out at Ravenwood, continuing the cardiac
rehab he had started after having a triple bypass at age 83. On Good Friday, he fell and struck his
head on the kitchen counter, prompting a stay in the hospital, followed by recovery time in a nursing
home. He was diagnosed with bladder cancer and returned home for a week before his death.
"The thing I'll miss most about him, every time I called, I could hear the joy in his voice when he
realized it was me and you saw the love in his eyes when he saw you approaching," Jana said.
"That's always the way it was. What more could you ask for?"
[End Article]
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William A. Byers, Co E (continued)
From the "Bill Byers Bio:
In September of 1941, I was plowing a field
for my dad and went over to get the mail. In it
was a letter from the Draft Board telling me and
my twin brother to come before the board to see
who should go into the service. I just put the
letter in my pocket and went into the board and
said I would go. Claude did not get drafted until
the following spring.
That October 1st, 1941, I left for service with
the US Army. I was sent to Camp Wheeler, GA,
for basic training. Upon completion of basic, I
was kept there as a training cadet. After a while,
I was promoted to Corporal and I stayed at
Wheeler two years. In between training cycles,
I would get a 3-day pass and come home to see
Ruby and my family. Needless to say, I had
looked over a lot of Georgia Peaches while in
Macon, but I didn't find any to match the "peach"
I had at home.
I next spent a year at Camp Blanding,
Florida, as a platoon sergeant, training
replacement infantry for overseas duty. My
Battalion lieutenant said I was the best damn
Sergeant he ever had.
In October, 1944, I went to Ft. I flew home
for our wedding on January 28, 1945. We had a
party at the Hotel Alexander.
I left for overseas duty in the Pacific 9 days later. Our trip across the
Pacific on a troop ship lasted 30 days. We finally landed on the island of
Leyte about March10th. I was assigned as platoon leader of the 3rd Rifle
Platoon of "E Company, 2nd Battalion, 164 Infantry Regiment from North
Dakota of the America! Division. This was the only Division with no
number. The America! was formed from 3 National Guard regiments: the
132 from Ohio, the 182 from Massachusetts, and the 1641h from North
Dakota, and was put together on the island of New Caledonia. Thus the
name America!.
After mop-up on , ,
Negros Island, Cebu
Island, & Mindanao
Island, we returned to
Cebu to prepare for
the invasion of Japan.
l
Uncle Harry Truman
'\,
dropped the bomb and
saved the America!, as
we were to be the first
assault wave on Japan. Our unit was the first
Army troops to land at Yokohama in September.
In November, the America! division was
deactivated and the old timers were sent home. I
was transferred to F Troop, 11 ih Cavalry, as
Cebu: Lt Torgeson, Lt Ross, Lt Kingston, Who?
troop commander. In December, I had enough
Front: Bill Byers, Lt Baranowski, Paul Wright?
time to be discharged and returned to the
United States.
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TRACY CHAPEL, Camp Grafton, North Dakota
A tribute to the 154th,s 'Foxhole Padre'
The Chapel was built in 1957; in 1978, it was named in honor of
Father Thomas Tracy, veteran of WWII and the Korean War
mobilization. The 154th Association presented a plaque during the
dedication and, according to old finance records, also made a
contribution of $2500 for stained glass windows. The fund raising
project was spearheaded by then State Chaplain Jeff Franko.
The windows depict North Dakota scenes:
DUTY-ND Veterans Cemetery
HONOR-the Pioneer statue at the ND Capitol
COUNTRY-International Peace Garden
FAITH-the ND Badlands
HOPE-ND State Bird, the Meadowlark
LOVE-sunflowers
Other windows depict a cavalryman; a Native
American dancer; & bison on the prairie.

Fun Facts: Camp Grafton streets are
parallel to the shore of Devils Lake,
NE to SW, kind of. The "front door" of
Tracy Chapel is the only structure on
post that faces a true direction- North!
The chapel is eligible for listing on the
National Register as an example of
modernistic architectural construction
on National Guard installations during
the early Cold War Era.
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Boyd Nelson, Hqs Co, Co B, & Co I

Boyd Nelson Praises
New Caledonia People
Pvt. lcl Boyd G. Nelson, son ot
Mrs. H . E !. Nelson, 1401 B roadway,

is stat i one d in
New Caledonia
and is securing
t raining in field
communications.
Writ ing h om e,
Privat e Nel son
praises h i g h 1 y
the h ospitality of
the F rench people
of New Caledonia.
H e was a member of t he national g uard and/
.
lef t Fargo for
Nel_son
act ive du ty in 19 41 h a ving b e.en
stationed at Camp Claiborne pn or
to going overseas .
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Here is the Boyd Nelson's story, told
thru the materials submitted by his
daughter, Jane.
Below, the photo of Reg't Hqs at Camp
Claiborne. Boyd is in the back row, 5th
from the right. Jim Beaton (see story
page ss) is in the 211d row, 5th seated guy
From the left.

Feb 1943, while waiting to leave
Guadalcanal for Fiji, Boyd wrote
"It's quiet here, and secure. Waiting
to shove off soon."
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Boyd Nelson, Hqs Co/Co I (continued)

Boyd and his two sisters.
His WWII letters home to
the girls expressed interest
in how they were doing and
he often commented on the
good food, the weather, and
some of what they did in
their free ti~ e (shows, etc)

Boyd's father was in the 1 st
Dakota Infantry, far right in the
1910 photo above, and worked as
the Cass County Clerk of Court in
Fargo, left, 1909 photo. He died
in 1924 when Boyd was only 5.
His mother raised the three
children while working at the El
Zagel Lodge.

-- ---l,onora:&le l\iscbarge

~

a,k)~ aar

BOYD G. NELSON, 20 709 976 , PR IVATE F IRST CLASS
COMPANY I, 164TH INFANTRY

Army nf tlfe 3llnitell !&tates
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Boyd left behind his mother and sisters when
he went to war. He later wrote to the girls, "I
hope you don't date any 'zoot sooter' - us guys
don't think much of them. We've seen their
pictures in LIFE magazine -- they look kind
of unconscious. no?
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Boyd Nelson, Co I (continued)
ll

1

Boyd was born
inl919, Fargo ND.
Graduated in 1936
From Fargo High.
Enlisted in the
National Guard in
November 1940
He served as a radio
operator for two
years, then was
assigned to a rifle
company.
Discharged June 1945.

·.J' btlitile fn tbt llnftdj 6tattj ot
~tnerica, aS> a gobttnment :df tfJt ·
pooplt, bp tbt peoplt;for tb-eproplt;
.n;,bc~t just polutrs are beribtb front..

Wt tom~tnt of tbt gobtrneb; a hem.,·

ottacp in a republic; a ~obtttig.n
nation o.f man!' sobertign state~; , _.
ptbfttt union, one anb tm,tparable; _ "
_eitabHsbtb upnn tbose printipfts of 'irttbom, rqualitp, ju~titt anb bu·
nmnitp f.or wbitb ameritan patriots- .
" satritictb t{Jtir Hb.e~·anb fortunes•
.J tbtttfort hdic bt it is mp butp .to
-J)i!' countrp to lobt tt, "to ~uppott its:
· ~nn~titutton,. to obtp its .laws,, to
:respect i~s flag, anb to b.efe.nb it
-· agabt~taU tnemits.
-"""-~
TII• ·.A.. . etlc..,',.CruJ b, Wil!i"on, ,'l"}lec ~•.9" "~'""~p\o.t_•7 . llli.
-~. . ·~~·er C.,1.;:·u·, ~.;rii,~; f~,i . ~ ;" -

-

. d~MPLLr.1Eti,:$

o; - ~

._,

.· e~,:~~tfi !~!ftSOJ\t:~ ~ ~-.
. - . Vlli..a.:isroN. N~ u •. '

Boyd had several jobs after the service, but struggled
with alcoholism and didn't work for nearly 20 years
before his death. He applied for Veterans Disability
for back and hip pain, but was turned down. He
passed away in May 1980 in Williston, ND.
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AFTER THREE YEARS and three major campaigns m
the Pacific area, PF.0. Boycl G. _Nelson of F argo, left, and
S . Sgt. fr a .A.. Kenn ey, of ,Vahpeton, are r eturning to the
United States and their h istor ic J eep •Ju g is coming along.
· The cup, a r elic of pre-war national guard encampment days,
has traYel.ed all over the Pacific with Sgt. Kenney's company, Wahpeton Com1)any I, 164th North Dakota infantry.
Kenney and Nelson are .veterans o:E Guadalcanal, Bougain1
Yille and the Philippines with the 164th.
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A Rosie the Riveter original, still on the job at 93
Need Inspiration??? Elinor Otto, 93, is doing the same work she did in 1942.
By Mike Taibbi, Correspondent, NBC News, September 26, 2013

LONG BEACH, Calif. -- Remember that cliche 'Age is just a
number?' Meet Elinor Otto, 93, who gets up at 4 a.m. each
morning and drives to the Boeing plant in Long Beach, Calif.,
where she inserts rivets into the wing sections of C-17 cargo
planes. It's a job she's been doing at various aircraft assembly
plants since 1942.
That's right -- Otto was one of the original "Rosie the Riveter"
girls, celebrated in the popular song of the same name, who
supported the war effort by filling tens of thousands of jobs
because able-bodied men had joined the fighting overseas.
"We were part of this big thing," Otto said. "We hoped we'd
win the war. We worked hard as women, and were proud to
have that job."
Money was part of it, of course; jobs were hard to find in wartime. But it wasn't much money -- Otto's
first job paid 65 cents an hour, about $38 less than she makes now, and she had to pay $20 a month
for her young son's childcare. But she earned enough to pay the bills, and soon discovered that she
enjoyed the work-- the routine, the camaraderie, the chance to go to a dance hall at week's end and
kick back with her pals from the plant.
She was a great beauty then, the photos she shows
are of a stunning brunette on the dance floor.
"It was ballroom dancing," she remembered, her
blue eyes flashing at the memory. "I liked that."
At war's end, the "Rosies" disappeared. "Within
days we were gone," she said.
And with bills still to pay, Otto tried other lines of
work. But office jobs didn't appeal to her, and a short
stretch as a carhop fell by the wayside when they
told her she had to do the job on roller-skates. A stroke of luck though: Southern California had come
out of the war with a booming aircraft industry and Otto's skill set -- she was an ace with a rivet gun -brought her back into the game.
She's been there ever since. She went through a couple of marriages, buried her mother, had a son
and a grandson, but took her place on the assembly line year after year, decade after decade.
"I'm a working person, I guess. I like to work. I like to be around people that work. I like to get up, get
out of the house, get something accomplished during the day," she said.
Rosie the Riveter is not done yet. Actually, this Rosie's name is Elinor Otto of Long Beach Calif., and
at age 93 she's still doing the same work she started doing in 1942 as part of the famous "Rosie the
Riveter" brigade during World War 11 .
One of the things she's accomplished is to serve as an inspiration -- to her co-workers, her boss, and
to those who honored Otto when they founded the Rosie the Riveter Park in Long Beach this month.
It celebrates not only the Rosie the Riveter era, but the later women's empowerment movement
propelled by the slogan attached to the iconic Rosie wartime poster, "We Can Do It!"
And Otto is still on the job, says her boss Don Pitcher,
because she can still do it.
"When I think to myself, 'Why am I slowing up? Why am I
home?' I think that 'Elinor is at work. And Elinor is 93!"'
Rosie the Riveter
How long will she work? As long as she can, is her simple
Rosie has a boyfriend Charlie
answer, but likely only until sometime next year when Boeing
Charlie, he's a Marine.
finishes off its last contract for those C-17 cargo planes.
Rosie is protecting Charlie
"I'll be the one that closes the door," Otto said. "I'll be the last
Working overtime on
one there."
the riveting machine.
Editor: Hear Elinor sing the 'Rosie' ditty at the following link:
http://dailynightly.nbcnews.com/ news/2013/09/26/20708921-a-rosie-the-riveter-original-still-on-the-job-at-93
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164th Jeep restored: in Sweden by way of Sri Lanka!
Owned by Fredrik Lindvall, email Fredrik.Lindvall@volvo.com
Your editor received an email a few
months ago from Fredrick asking about
the history of the 1641h Infantry, and
explained that he had just purchased a
jeep traced to the Regiment. It had been
shipped to Sweden from Sri Lanka in
1999 had 164 D-11 bumper markings.
I provided some unit information and
referred him to a ND expert on Jeeps.
Ron Martin is the son of Vernon Martin,
Co G (K), and has brought his jeep to
1641h Reunions.
The email interaction that followed was an
interesting study in jeep restorations.
A few tips from Ron on checking restorations for accuracy:
./ Check for the machine gun mounting pad on the frame.
That is a sure way to know it is an original Military frame.
This "mount" should be welded onto the frame in the
middle located just to the rear of the front seats. Here is a
picture of what the pad looks like & where it is located on
the frame .
./ Hood number can be matched to the date range .
./ The serial number on the "dog tag" riveted on the front
passenger side frame should also match the data plate
number on the glove box door. That number can verify
the exact date of manufacture.

>>-

Just a few minor things that I notice that are not "original", but
are very minor changes (no big deal):
>- Ignition switch was originally a simple "on off' switch. No
key. This is a normal change for security reasons.
>- Choke & throttle knob should be on the left side of the
dash.
>- Light switch should be older style and control the "black
out" lights for running at night in convoy mode.
>- The star on the hood is painted with the "Invasion circle"
around the star only for the D-Day invasion in 1944. This
was done so it was more easily identified from the air during
the Normandy invasion. This painted circle was done only in
the Europe theatre after D-Day.
Also the "164" should be painted "164-1" for "Infantry. Should
not be painted "th".
The connectors for the canvas roof top are not correct as the

top should be strapped down.
The assessment by Ron : The things I noticed at first glance are just very minor little details. The
Jeep is a great specimen and is well worth the money. Very,Very nice restoration. Congrats, Fredrik!
Ron belongs to the North Dakota Military Vehicle Collectors Association. Check out our web site as
we have many Jeeps and a wide variety of other antique Military Ve,hicles which we display at shows,
museums, parades, etc. His Company G - 1641h Jeep is on display at the Fargo Air Museum during
the winter months. Website: www.ndmvca.com
His email is ron.martin@mmeinc.com
An article about Ron Martin Jeep was in the October 2009 News.
An article about Jeff Bloom's 1942 Ford was in the March 2010 News.
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154th Jeep restored: wins Car Club Trophy
Story & Photo By Linda Sailer, The Dickinson Press
Wilbert (Binky) Miller's 1941 Jeep has plenty
of stories to tell, if it could only speak. Thanks to
research and the restoration efforts of Donald
Denning,
the
Jeep's
story
has
been
documented.
After 2 1/2 years of restoration work, Denning
showed the Jeep during the Medora Car Show
on June 21-22. It won the President's Trophy,
which is determined by past car club presidents
and in honor of the late Dave Huether.
"This award goes to a vehicle we feel got
overlooked at the show, and this is our way of
saying this is a very significant vehicle and we
wish to recognize that," show man~ger ~arl
Larson said . Larson said Jeeps were 1ncred1bly
significant in the World War II effort.
.
"Jeeps were produced by th,~ee comparn~s
in order to meet the demand, Larson said.
"After the war, a factory decided to .continue
making a more civilian-style Jeep." Mille~, who
has an oil field business in Belfield, said the
Jeep is a prototype - the first year they were
ever built. He purchased it from ~ local fa~me~,
Alfred Obrigewitch, with the promise of having 1t
restored.
"I was looking for an old Jeep and wanted
something I could fix up and drive around ," he
said. "I was really, really lucky to have stu_mbled
on a very rare bird." He invited Denning, a
retired Belfield mechanic, to do the work.
Since the Jeep has been finished, Miller
drove it in the Fourth of July parade at Mandan.
He also envisions driving it around the Black
Hills of South Dakota.
Denning, 68, has been building hot rods all
of his life. However, the restoration of the Jeep
took longer than he anticipated because he
couldn't find the parts. "There are fewer than
350 (similar Jeeps) left in the world_ that
survived , and I know of only 25 or 30 in the
United States," he said.
Searching for parts, we went into the Ford
Motor Co. archives. The company grabbed
whatever parts it had on the shelv~s, such ~s a
1940 tractor engine, a 1937 Ford pickup radiator
and a 1940 Ford pickup dash.
He contacted an upholstery company, a
vintage wiring harness company and ~ canvass
company to either assist with restoration or fo~
parts. "The battery box we made, o~rselvc:s,
Denning said . "Whatever we couldn t find online
we made ourselves." He had to repair the hole
where a heater had been installed by a previous
owner. When Jeeps were manufactured, they
didn't have any heaters, he said.
The 1641h Infantry News, October 2013

Donald Denning stands beside the 1941 Jeep he
restored at the Medora Car Show

Denning described himself as a perfectionist
when it came to the Jeep. "It was a labor of
frustrations - I couldn't get what I wanted and I
had to make dies for what I needed ," he said .
Doing research on the Jeep, he learned the
U.S. military sponsored a contest among car
companies in 1940 to see which_ vehicle_would
be left standing after a 1O,OOO-m1le grueling run
on military testing grounds. Ford Motor Co. won
the contest.
Denning tracked the Jeep's history by usin~
its serial number and work number. He learned 1t
was assigned to the 164th Infantry - a regime~t
of the North Dakota National Guard, Delta Co. 1n
Dickinson , 34th America! Division. The Jeep
was used stateside until the 164th was called to
active duty the first U.S. Army unit on
Guadalcanal. "Then it was reassigned back to
surplus," he said. [Editor; Co K was in Dickinson;
Co D was in Minot, until 1939, then Rugby]
It was purchased by FrancisTescher, who
delivered mail for 10 to 20 years throughout the
Badlands. It was later sold to Albert Obrigewitch
and then Miller.
Denning appreciates Jeeps ~ecause they
were great on gas mileage. He said a ~eep ca_n
run 360 miles on 10 gallons of gasoline. It 1s
durable and reliable , as well. "I can drive it
anywhere in the Badlands," he sai~. "I can_ go on
trails today where modern vehicles will get
stuck."
The Medora Car Show proved to be a good
way to showcase his work.
"I have more work coming out of that show,"
he said. "That show put me on the map as far as
projects that want to be done. I'd have to live to
be 200 years old to finish them all."
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Bits 'n' Pieces
George Dingledy, Co F, is a deltiologist -- a postcard
collector! He sent in the article below about his hobby.
The reference to the lights coming on was explained
elsewhere in the flyer: Wabash, Ind, became the first
electrically lighted city in the world on 31 March 1880.

164

connection: ND Guard Retirees

L~ In the Spotli9ht ...
And the Lights Came On!

In this issue the spotlight
is on George Dingledy's
collection of Wabash, Indiana,
postcards. George is a faithful
attendee of the Indianapolis
Postcard Club - except in the
winter when he flees to Florida!
George was born on
Thanksgiving weekend in 1923 in
Youngstown, Ohio. George
attended Youngstown parochial
schools and graduated from high
school in June, 1941.
George worked in the local steel mills until drafted into
the United States Army in early 1943. He served with the famous
164th Infantry regiment in the southwest Pacific and survived the
heat, bugs and Japs at Bougainville, Northern Solomon Islands,
Leyte and Cebu, Philippine Islands and the occupation of Japan.
Using the GI Bill, George graduated from the University of
Tampa in 1950.
He spent his entire career working in the appliance
business from manufacturing to retail. Wabash, Indiana, was his

home from 1958 to 1989. It was the beautiful, historic city of
Wabash that fueled his interest in postcards. George was elected
Mayor of Wabash and served from 1980 to 1984. George and his
late wife Rita raised five children in Wabash and retired to
Indianapolis in 1989.
George has also been very involved in Rotary
International in Wabash and Indianapolis. He served as president
of the Wabash club and as a District Governor.

All members received a request for photos,
stories, and information to include in the
News. · Lorretta Aipperspach sent in the
funeral notice for her husband, James,
who passed away in 2001. He joined
Co H in 1939, fought thru the S. Pacific,
stayed in the Army until 1947, & married
Lorretta in 48. She still lives in Jamestown
home of Co H, & should've sent a photo
of herself. too!
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ND treats its Guard
members very well -one
benefit is special license
plates, this one proudly
owned by Col Peterson.

SEARCHING: During World War II, my
late father, Hyman Trusten, of the 26th
Signal Company from Boston, spent
some time in an infirmary on, I believe,
the island of Bougainville. Also in the
infirmary was PFC Troy Gustafson of
the 164th. My father found Troy to be a
most kind man, and the memory of his
kindness lasted for the rest of his life.
After the war, my father learned very
sadly from the book "Under The
Southern Cross" (Francis Cronin, US
Army, 1951 ), that Troy had been killed
in action. My father died of cancer in
2011, but I continue the quest to find
any living relatives of Troy, so I could
carry the message of another comrade
in arms to them, that their man was
remembered for so long, and so often,
by my Dad, as a kind-hearted fellow
soldier who died regretted. Any help
assistance would be appreciated.
Thank you, Paul Trusten
(432)528-7724 trusten@qrandecom.net
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Hqs, 1st Battalion
1 George Christensen.
2 Roger Fuller
3 ? McLeod
4 Dutch Well
5 Marvin Mauch
6?
7 Norman Samson,
8 John Samson,
9 ???
Front: 1 Joel Fedje,
2?
3 Leonard Bechtel
4?
5 Claire Tongen
6 Ray Farrow
7?

Marvin Mauch sent in this picture of himself (right) at Camp Claiborne
and the above reunion photo, but he didn't identify who was who.
Your editor received some technical assistance from Luella Farrow,
left, who lives in Cavalier, ND (home of H1) and is recovering from
knee surgery at the Borg residence home in Mountain, ND, where
Amy Fedje (Joel), Joyce Tangen (Claire), and Jack (Ray's brother)
Farrow also reside.

Remembering Roy R. Morrison, H1
Roy R. Morrison was born 21 November 1915 in Canada to Alfred and Elizabeth Morrison. The
family moved to the Akra, ND, area in 1924. Roy joined the North Dakota National Guard in Cavalier
in 1940, Headquarters Company 1st Battalion . At the time he joined, his neighbors John Samson and
Norman Samson also joined. Roy obtained the rank of Staff Sergeant and was the supply sergeant
for Hqs Company. He participated, along with his unit, in battles in the Pacific, one of the bigger ones
being Guadalcanal. He was awarded the Purple Heart and the Bronze Star with two oak leaf clusters
for meritorious service under fire. He returned to the US after four years in the Pacific Theatre and
served the balance of his military career as supply sergeant at an Army Camp in Arkansas (near Little
Rock) that housed German War Prisoners. After leaving the service, he returned to the Akra area
where he was involved in a number of business enterprises, primarily agriculture. He married
Marjorie DePuy of Grafton in 1952, and had a son, Kelly. Roy died in September 1963 at age 47.

Roy's younger
brother Stanley
sent in these
photos and the
short story.
Left, Roy with
Dutch Well at Cp
Claiborne;
Center, Roy on
shovel patrol;
, Right, Roy shortly
after his return
from service
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The Story of the Pledge of Allegiance

,·
1'

!

The Pledge of Allegiance continued to be recited daily by children in
schools across America, and gained heightened popularity among
adults during the patriotic fervor created
SEPTEMBER 1892: ORIGINAL
by World War II. It still was an "unofficial"
I pledge allegiance to my Flag,
pledge until June 22, 1942 when the United
and the Republic for which it stands:
States Congress included the Pledge to the
one Nation indivisible,
Flag in the United States Flag Code (Title 36).
With Libertv and Justice for all
In 1945 the Pledge to the Flag received its
official title as: The Pledge of Allegiance.
OCTOBER 1892: "to" added
I pledge allegiance to my Flag ,
The last change in the Pledge of
and (to) the Republic for which it stands:
Allegiance occurred on June 14 (Flag Day),
one Nation indivisible,
1954, when President Dwight D. Eisenhower
With Liberty and Justice for all
approved
adding the words "under God".
JUNE 1923: "my flag" changed
As
he
authorized
this change he said:
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
"In
this
way
we
are
reaffirming the
United States
transcendence
of
religious
faith in
and (to) the Republic for which it stands:
America's
heritage
and
future;
in this way
one Nation indivisible,
we
shall
constantly
strengthen
those
With Libertv and Justice for all
1924: "of America" added
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America
and (to) the Republic for which it stands:

one Nation indivisible,
With Liberty and Justice for all

•••

spiritual weapons which forever will be our
country's most powerful resource in peace
and war."

...........................................

"I pledge allegiance to the Flag
of the United States of America
and to the Republic for which it stands,
one nation under God, indivisible,
with liberty and justice for all."
•
•

• ••••• ••• •••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • ••••• • • •
The 23 words what had been initially penned for a Co umbus Day celebration now comprised a Thirty-one
word profession of loyalty and devotion to not only a flag , but to a way of life .... the American ideal.
When the Pledge of Allegiance is being given , all should stand facing the flag with the right hand over
the heart, fingers together and horizontal with the arm at as near a right angle as possible. After the
words "justice to all ," the arm should drop to the side. Military personnel in uniform stand at attention
and remain silent (as they have already taken an oath of service to flag and nation); however, the
pledge is often said as a courtesy to, and example for, the civilians present.

On June 20, 1985, the Ninety-Ninth Congress passed and President Reagan signed Public Law 99-54
recognizing the PAUSE FOR THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE as part of National Flag Day activities. It is an
invitation urging all Americans to participate on Flag Day, June 14, 7:00 p.m, in reciting the Pledge.
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Pie,· ge of .A.llegi.ance
~--1___,I I me, an individual, a committee of one.
The following words were
spoken by the late Red Skelton
on his television program as
he related the story of his
teacher, Mr. Laswell, who felt
his students had come to think
of the Pledge of Allegiance as
merely something to recite in
class each day.

Pledge

I

dedicate all of my worldly goods to give without
self it .

Allegiance I I my love and my devotion.
To the
flag

our standard, Old Glory, a symbol of freedom.
Wherever she waves, there's respect because your
loyalty has given her a dignity that shouts
freedom is everybody's job!

~ _U
_ n_it_e_d_ .....,I I that means that we have all come together.
Now, more than ever, listen to
the meaning of these words
from Mr. Skelton:
States
"I've been listening to you
boys and girls recite the Pledge
of Allegiance all semester and
it seems as though it is
becoming monotonous to you.
If I may, may I recite it and try
to explain to you the meaning
of each word?"
"Since I was a small boy, two
states have been added to our
country and two words have
been added to the pledge of
Allegiance... UNDER GOD
Wouldn't it be a pity if
someone said that is a prayer
and that would be eliminated
from schools too?"
God Bless America!
You can see Red perform the
Pledge on YouTube:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=eMR6
d_9GsCQ

The 1641" Infantry News, October 2013

individual communities that have united into 48
great states. Forty-eight individual communities
with pride and dignity and purpose; all divided
with imaginary boundaries, yet united to a
common ur ose, and that's love for countr .

And to the
republic

a state in which sovereign power is invested in
representatives chosen by the people to govern.
And government is the people and it's from the
people to the leaders,
not from the leaders to the people.

For which
it stands,
one nation
under
God

one nation, meaning "so blessed by God"

Indivisible I I incapable of being divided.
With
liberty

which is freedom -- the right of power to live
one's own life without threats, fear or some sort of
retaliation.

And
Justice

the principle or quality of dealing fairly with
others.

For all

which means, boys and girls, it's as much your
countr as it is mine.
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A Recent Photo of
Each WWII member
~

~

Please send one in, if you
haven't already done so.
(Might as we 11 send a
WWII photo, too)

~

2014 DUES are Due
Annual members have
received a notice from Sec/
Treas Ben. If you haven't put
it in the mail yet, please do so.
Tlianks.
(iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiil

Who do I Ask About..

<·

~ They'll be scanned & returned. ~
\
Editor, 164th Infantry News
1
~ PO Box 1111 , Bismarck, ND 58502-1111 f

~ ~ ~~~~~ :/::1:¢~./::n~:/:.A~~:/
Life Members: Please Check your card to see
if any of these numbers are yours, and send a
note to
112 - FEB 1989
223 - FEB 1997
Ben.
114-FEB 1989
116 - MAR 1989
117 - MAR 1989
118 - MAR 1989
127 - SEP 1989
132 - SEP 1989
214 - MAR 1994
218 - MAR 1994

254
255
256
347
555
621
626
642

- JAN 1998
- JAN 1998
- JAN 1998
- FEB 2002
- AUG 2010
- FEB 2012
- MAR 2012
- OCT 2012

~

Full color
f Cloth Patch
r
3"x3.5"
) $6+.50 mailing

= $6.50
Nots
ard issue-display only
Actual production cost.
No profit.

Full color
Metal Crest
Standard Lapel Size
Military issue specs.

$3+$ l mailing

= $4.00
Actual production cost, plus
packaging. No profit.

Looking for Company Photos,
Rosters, Orders, and
WWII News Clippings
for 70th Anniversary articles.
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Thanks

Command & Policy Issues:
President Vern Fetch
PO Box 1111, Bismarck, ND 58502-1111
Email: vfetch@bis.midco.net Phone 701-527-1426

Dues, Memberships, Donations, & Reunion:
Secretary Treasurer Ben Kemp
PO Box 1111 , Bismarck, ND 58502-1111
Email: blkemp@bis.midco.net Phone 701 -400-6136

Books, Back Issues, Research, News stories:
Editor Shirley J Olgeirson
PO Box 1111, Bismarck, ND 58502-1111

Editorl 64 thlnfantryN ews@hotmail.com
Citizens as Soldiers

Softcover Reprint

. , . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . ~ Citizens as Soldiers
History of the ND National Guard
By Cooper & Smith

Detailed reference history of the

NDNG from the 1st Dakota Voluntee
through the 1980's.
$10.00+$3.50 postage.

"THEY WERE READY"
Member price $10
Includes postage

Nonmember price $18.50
($15+$3.50 media mail)

Send checks to
164 Infantry News
PO Box 1111
Bismarck, ND 58502-1111

2nd printing, 412 pages, maps, photos, large print, bookmark
The 164 1" Infantry News, October 2013
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Leonard M. Albus (K), Co F, 2 May 13
Alfonso A. Arrendondo (K), 5 Jul 13
Lawrence E. Ashby (WWII), Co H, 3 Jul 13
Henry L. Blankenship (WWII), 3Jul 13
8 Warren 0 . Brodie (WWII), Co H, 9 Jul 13
Lester W. Carlson (WWII), 25Jun 09
Archie G. Clawson (WWII), 1 Jul 09
Raymond]. Haag (K), Co K, 1 Nov 12
John Kasberger (WWII), Co M, 7 Sep 08
Donald J. Brown Kreuch WWII), 30 Sep09
8 = 164 Association Member
Leonard M. Albus, 81, died 2 May 2013
in Fargo.
Served in Korea & Japan,
lli1l~l"Fa reenlisted Army, served overseas 19571960. Executive on Wall St; then moved to
Fla, returning to ND in 1992.
Alfonso A. Arredondo, 79, of OH passed away July
5, 2013. Attached to the 164th Infantry Regiment
during the Korean War. Survived by wife of 50 years,
Louise; children Anette & Mark, & 4 grandchildren.

Eugene Kuntz (K), Co K, 20 Mar 07
August R. Ludwig (WWII), 15Aug 08
8 Leland C. Marchant (K), Co E, 10 Aug 13
John] Mazza (WWII), 10 Jul 13
Richard G. McLester (K), H2, 25 Mar 13
Clarence R. Mimnaugh (K),Co G, 20 Feb 13
8 Horace F. Nearhood (WWII) Co B, 13Augl3
8 Walter Rivinius (WWII) Co F, 16Augl3
8 Leighton Winkle (WWII) Co L, 280ct13
/\ = 164

other than WWII or K

John C. Kasberger, 87, died 7 Sep 2008,
at home in Lawrence, KS. Served with 164
1941-1945. First Sgt of Co M. Awarded the
Bronze Star. Preceded by 1st wife, Nadine.
Wife Nancy passed 2011; survived by
daughter, Merrill; one grandson.
Donald Joseph Brown Kreuch,
83, NM, passed away 30 Sep
2009. Joined 164 at Bougainville, received Purple Heart.
, j Survived by children, Tony Sr,
Jim, & Bob; 5 grandchildren.

Henry L. Blankenship (90) died 3 Jul 2013
in ID Entered the Army in 1943 and served
•lao.:.:c............" as a Technician fifth grade with the 164th
Infantry. Preceded by wife Polly. Survived
Eugene "Joe" Kuntz, 77, Dickinson, died
.::...::.:,,,;.., .. by wife Dorothy; daughters Rhonda, Rita,
20 Mar 2007. Joined Co K in 1950,
--~ steps Lyla, Judy, & Joanne; 12 grand- & 25
served in Korea for 1 year, discharged
· ~ great grand children.
August 1952. Survivors: wife, Peggy;
children Tammy, Bryon, &Joel; 2 grand- &
· •
Warren 0. Brodie, 97, died 9 2 great grand children.
Jul13, in home state Mass. Co
H 81mm mortar section Dec41- August Richard Ludwig, 88, died 15 Feb 2008 in TX.
Mar45, earning a Purple Heart Preceded by wife Olga, son Dan. Survived by Ruby;
& Silver Star. Preceded by wife daughter Patsy; 6 grand-& 11 great grandchildren.
Rosetta & daughter Mary Jean.
Survived by Peter, Stephen, .--~ --. Leland (Lee) Marchant died 10 Aug 13.
Joined Co E 1951, serving at Cp Rucker,
Patricia; 11 grand- & 7 great-grandchildren.
Ft Hood, & Cp Breckinridge. CommisLester Willard Carlson, 90, died 25 Jun
sioned 2nd Lt 1954; retired Major 1978
2009, Lewiston, OR. Born in ND, drafted
from Guard & USAR. Survived by Anne,
a:tlilA.)r:ri:'.-1 in 1941. Served with 164 at Guadalcanal
wife of 59 years; children Leigh Anne,
thru
Philippines.
Survived by wife,
Brent, Ted, & Mark; & 4 grandchildren.
Darlene; children Dean & Debbie; 2
grandchildren.
John J. Mazza Sr., 90, died 10 Jul 13, in
Pennsylvania. Served as rifleman/ mortar
crewman in the 164th, then the 1st Cav,
Archie Gerald Clawson, 86, passed away 1 Jul 2009
most likely in Occupied Japan. Survived
in PA. Served as a Tech 4 in the 164th. Preceeded by
by wife Madeline, with whom he recently
wife, Elizabeth. Survived by daughters, Donna &
j celebrated 67th anniversary; son, John Jr.;
Carol; 2 grand- & 3 great grandchildren .
· 4 grand-; & 5 great-grandchildren.
-==----. Raymond J. Haag, 81, died
Richard G. Mclester, 83, died 25 Mar 13.
1Nov12 at home in Libby, MT.
Served as Commo Chief, Hq 2nd Bn, at Cp
, Enlisted in Co K, deployed to
Rucker. Worked at Boeing on B-52 & B-2
·iJ Korea where he received the
bombers. Survived by children Richard,
· ~"'
) bronze star medal. Survived by
Douglas, & Kellie Marie; 2nd wife Elanor &
'
1.ll wife Terry; children Tim, Johna;
stepchildren: Linda, Jeffery, & Jeanna.
~ ~ 5 grand-&1 great-grandchildren.

.._..:a_.

54

The 164'h Infantry News, October 2013

Clarence Robert "Gub" Mimnaugh died 20 Feb 13
in MN. Grew up in Valley City, ND and proudly served
in the 164th Infantry at Ft Rucker. Survived by wife of
55 years, Rosemarie; children Raymond, Denice,
Michael, & Michelle; 10 grand & 3 great-grandchildren.
Horace
Forrest
Nearhood
passed away 13Aug13 in Ohio,
days short of 89 h birthday.
~" _..._...,_ Purple Heart on Bougainville.
by wife Madeline;
1 Preceded
twin brother Forrest Horace
(also 164). Survived by sons
Charles & Judd, 11 grand- & 14 great-grandchildren.
Waldemar (Walt) Rivinius, 93,
died 16 Aug 13 in VA Hosp,
Fargo. Joined CCC in 1937; in
'41 enlisted Co. F. A machine
gun bullet to the ankle earned
him a purple heart at Guadal- - - -·-- - - · canal. Preceded in death by
wife, Jewel, & son Michael. Survived by daughter,
Gayle; 6 grand- & 3 great grand children.
Lawrence E. Ashby, died 23 Jun 88. He served as a
cook with Co H from 20 Apr 42 -21 Jul 45. Separated
31 Aug 45 at Tech 4. Home state was W. Virginia.
Leighton Winkle, 91 , 28 Oct
2013, in Kentucky. Survived by
rG-• . . - wife, Dora; children Winfred &
Deborah; 3 grand-sons, includ, ing CJ Cain ( story Mar13
~ News), 2 great grand children.

A~~F~
lAiinllt-t

Nancy Kasberger passed away 1 Nov 2011
in Kansas. She married John C Kasberger in
1984; he preceded her in death 7 Sep 08.

Margaret L. Greuel, 85, died 22 Mar 2013
in Fargo, ND. Elroy (Reg't Hqs) preceded
her in Aug 2012. Survived by Kevin &
Carolyn; 2 grand-; 3 great grandchildren.
Louise Wichmann, 95, went to be with the
Lord 21 Sep 2013 in MN. Preceded by Lester
(Co G) in 2012. Survived by her twin,
Mathilde; daughters Linda and Leah.
John F. Godava, 81, brother of Frank, Co F,
died 6 Jun 2013 in MN. Survived by fiance
Mary Dowdle & sisters. John shared Frank's
WWII photo album for scanning , so that Ui~~
history is in 164 records.
Laura Wilson, 95, Berthold, ND, passed
· away 8 May 2013. She married Herbert W.
~11w, Wilson, Co F, in 1938. Survived by children
Pat, Jim, Kathy; 7 grand-, & 23 greatgrandchildren.
Edward R. Lombarski, 87, Forked River, NJ, died 30
Jan 2013. His obit says he served 1943-46 in New
Caledonia, Guadalcanal, Bougainville, the Philippines,
Leyte, Cebu, but did not state which unit.
~

~

.,p,,a

rJ--:...J•1trM

Andrew Kovel , 88, died 23 Jan 2013 in
Buffalo NY. He was in the 245th FA Bn
America! Division. Survived by 5 children , 14
grand- & 9 great-grandchildren.
Louis A. Rocha, 95, Bedford , MA, died Feb.
1 Feb 2013. His obit says he served in the
America! at Guadalcanal & Philippines but
listed no unit. Probably 182nd.
Michael Bobis, 92, died 2 Jan13 in Arizona.
Served in America!. Originally from Illinois, so
possibly in the 132nd.
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Editor164thinfantryNews@hotmail.com

The J6l" Infantry News is published 3 times a year as an
informational newsmagazine for members of the 164 th
Infantry Association. Photos, ~tories, and soldier profiles are
always welcome. Please send to the above address.
Membership is $10/year or $50 Life for 3 issues of the News
and mailings about the annual reunion.
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Editor ... ................. .. .... ..... .Shirley J Olgeirson: Bismarck, ND
Editor Email:
Editor 164th!nfantryNews@hotmail.com

Mailing for all Association Business
PO Box 1111, Bismarck, ND 58502-1111
Memberships, Renewals, Book purchases, Back issues.
Storv & Photo submissions, Donations, Obits

Significant History

201/f Re(U(/01(

On 13 October 1942, the 164th Infantry Regiment landed on the
shores of Guadalcanal to reinforce the beleaguered 1st Marines,
marking the Regim~nt ~s the first U: S. Army unit to offensivelx
engage the enemy, m either theater, m World War II. The 164
fought with the Marines for an entire month before the next
America! Regiment (182nd) arrived on the island on 12 Nov 42,
with the 132na following on 8 Dec 42. The Regiment earned the
Navy Presidential Unit Citation & was nicknamed "164th Marines"

19-21 September 2014
Seven Seas Motel
Mandan, ND
Phone 701-663-7401
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Block of Rooms Reserved
Mention "164 Reunion"

Friday nite - registration
Saturday - Business meeting,
tour, band concert, banquet
Memorial Service
Sunday - breakfast/departure
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25-26 September 2015
Seven Seas Motel
Mandan, ND
Questions: Ben Kemp
blkemp@bis.midco.net
POBox 1111, Bismarck, ND
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