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Douglas McMahon, Co D (Misc. Thoughts, continued) 

Small World 
Tim McMahon, Doug and Donna's 
son, showed up at his sister's house 
in Bismarck when your Editor was 
interviewing Doug there. When 
asked if he had a copy of the book. 
"Oh, yes," he said. "I bought one 
from a 164th veteran a few weeks 
ago at the Bismarck airport. He 
mailed it to me." What? Who? 

Turns out was Tim was leaving 
Bismarck on 6 Apr 10 for Seattle 
after visiting his folks. He ran into 
a SGM Joe Castagneto who was 
returning to Alabama the day after 
the kickoff event for the book at the 
Capitol in Bismarck! Joe was 
carrying a copy of the book with 
him to read on the flight and was 
wearing his "America/ Veteran" 
cap, which sparked a conversation 
with Tim. 

The little coincidences of 
meeting up with friends and family 
of the 164th wherever you go is a 
source of enjoyment to your Editor. 
That's true in North Dakota and 
around the country as well. 

In another "small world" story, 
Tim, who lives in Wash. state, had a 
WWII Marine fishing buddy, who 
spoke of meeting up with the 164th 
at New Caledonia. He told of the 
164th fishing method of dropping 
hand grenades or TNT in the ocean 
and scooping up the fish into 55 
gallon drums, resulting in the most 
memorable fish fry he ever had! 

a!::IIIIIID!ILll>w ..... �~� ..... . 
D Co officers Dec 14, 1942, at rest camp: 
Lt Yuill, Lt Petersen, Capt Brown, Lt W. 
Wichmann, Lt Murray From Wendell Wichmann collection 
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Co D Noncoms 1941: Standing: Cpl Eugene Hill, Cpl Robert Carter, Cpl Squire 
Holmes , Acting Cpls George Larson, William Love, Douglas McMahon, Ed Avans, Cpl 
John Tuff, Pfc Robert Kjonaas, Cpl Floyd Solga Seated: Cpl Mannifred Gullickson, Pfc 
Leon Conover, Supply Sgt Blair Wardrope, Mess Sgt E. Gleason Fox, Sgt Ingmar 
Solllin, 1 Ssg lngalf Bue, Sgt Lyman Delameter, Sgt Wesley Spillman, Pvt Stanley Grove 

Photo from the John Tuff collection 

Gene Hill from Co D was a great photographer. When we were 
overseas, he had a camera and a truckload of film. I sometimes 
wonder what happened to all his pictures. 

When Donna and I were married in 1946, we went to Duluth where 
a cousin of Donna's lived. We went to a dance and across the room, I 
saw a guy from the unit nicknamed "Pig" Everett. He had earned his 
name thusly: He had gotten up from the mess hut one day just before 
a mortar landed on it. Another day, he had just departed the latrine 
when it got hit by a bomb. They guys said, "Everett sure is a pig for 
luck!" "Hey, Pig", I shouted to him at the dance. He turned and said, 
"Shush! You're the only guy in town who knows about that name, and I 
want to keep it that way!" 

Doug and Donna live in Minot and Snowbird in Arizona. 

Above: McMahon Family photo of 5 children and some of their 12 
qrandchildren and 13 qreat qrand children. 

Contact Douglas at 2034 5th St NW #1, Minot, ND 58703 
Or October to April at 3020 E Main, Space C57 Mesa, AZ 85213 

The 1641h Infantry News, October 2010 


