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164 tJi On Leyte (continued ... ) LEYTE 1944 1945 

By 21 Fe~ruary 1945, after the 2nd Battalion had come abreast of the 1st, the push to the north had 
~egun. A ~hort distance north of Abijao, the 1st Battalion ran into heavy enemy fire from small mortars and 
light mach1.~e guns. Before 1onQ the battalion received fire from three sides and retired to establish a perimeter 
east of Ab1Jao. The sharp f1ght1ng caused the Japanese to lose sixty-four killed and an undetermined number 
yvounded_ while the 1st Battalion lost nine men killed in action and thirty-five wounded. The 3rd Battalion, still 
in the V1llaba area, began to experience enemy attacks on its positions. Japanese using knee mortars, 
grenade launchers, and automatic weapons attacked both Companies K and L. Although the companies 
repulsed the assaults, these attacks indicated that at least some of the Japanese troops were not willing to 
concede Leyte to the enemy, even though the odds overwhelmingly favored the Americans. 

Some of the Japanese troops had lost the fighting rr===_=.:=. .. =. ======.============= 
spirit often displayed in the early part of the war, but they · :;:4=• ,..,,Jj\o 
somehow managed to escape the trap formed by the 1 
America! Division and roamed about in areas formerly · \ 
covered by patrols. Thus the Americans received reports , 
of Japanese troops near Palompon, an area United \ , IH KIA •OEirh l6ee 

States troops had combed at least twice. Since the 't:~l 0 ,:I.A~~:t~/o~1 , / · 
battali_ons of the 164th and other. regiments of the i; , & ,nr ..._ 
Amencal had not yet made contact with one another, the t :~.-2- EN tM •!lfs!c ,He , 
gaps between them allowed some Japanese to avoid «•• ..... �~� ... ..,. ' 1 :>n°r1- Mt• o,.rrw-4 
being surrounded. Therefore in these areas the I e"'"' .. 1-•"• .,,.u,., ,. 1.r, ~!'Rita !!<fst. .... ,a-,r 14,,..,) 

• • ' I ,._ri~,tr4' - tF'-ti' 2. •- flllllLD:. 4-' ... AntlTank, Service, and Cannon companies patrolled ' .......... , . 
daily and often found some stragglers. Other Japanese • f"w ,,,,.:.--L..DIJ..C..__...m....;::;...J.l ........ ..-..a .... 

tried to break out of the trap by attacking the Americans, 
probably in the hope that they might get through a patrol 
or perimeter to relative safety and plentiful supplies of 
food . Some of these attempts employed night attacks 
similar to, but on a much smaller scale than, those the ' 
164th had experienced on Guadalcanal. 

On the night of 23-24 February, about thirty 
Japanese, trying to infiltrate the perimeter between 
Companies E and G, were thrown back with heavy 
losses after they killed one American and wounded 
another. At the northern end of the operation, the 

8& 

+ 
Japanese, using machine guns, small and large mortars, o~a,u .. A'f n ·,.,,._o.,.P .. Nj -
and rifle fire, assaulted Companies I and K shortly after ,J a., Re.,., .. 111 ... .._ .. ,_ • 

midnight. Although the attack did not succeed in denting ~,.,: ... , ..... """''", ,;,., ... 
perimeter, five Japanese, all killed, had come within hand P~FoN ~o F•e -,.r 
grenade range of the lines. L!::::::=========================::::!I 

By the end of February, the 1st and 2nd battalions were attempting to make contact with the 3rd 
along the coast between Abijao and Baliti. Troops of the 3rd Battalion were also trying to reach the men of 
the 182nd Regiment. 

But the Japanese did not cooperate. When the 2nd Battalion ran into about 200 enemy troops, well dug 
in but rather widely spread, artillery and mortar fire supported its attack on their positions. After suffering many 
casualties, the Japanese withdrew under cover of darkness; the battalion had lost 2 men killed and 15 
wounded. By this time, the Americans knew that the 154th was reaching some of the inner defensive positions 
of the enemy, pushing against increasing numbers of Japanese who had more and superior weapons and 
were better prepared to resist the advancing Americans than the stragglers first encountered in the campaign. 
As the area they controlled became smaller, the Japanese prepared more elaborate defensive positions to 
protect themselves from the inevitable mortar and artillery fire. The Americans began to realize that, in spite of 
having been abandoned and written off by their commanders, the Japanese troops in that area of Leyte had 
no intention of surrendering. The 154th and other regiments of the America! continued to tighten the noose. 

The men of the 164th never had the chance to take part in the final victory in northwestern Leyte. On 8 
March 1945, the 1st and 2nd battalions received orders to move from their respective positions back to Abijao 
and, from there, redeploy to the Ormoc, Valencia, and Palompon areas. The 3rd Battalion, however, was 
instructed to return to Villaba (near Baliti), relieve troops of the 182nd Regiment in that region, and wait for 
further orders. On 10 March 1945, the 164th was released from the command of the America/ Division and 
was placed under that of the Eighth Army, their mission being that of "continuing offensive operations against 
and destroying the enemy on Leyte Island." In addition, the regiment was ordered to be prepared by 24 March 
to move on twenty-four-hour notice to support operations of the Eighth Army. So, awaiting the arrival of other 
units, the men of the 164th began to get ready for redeployment. 
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