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Brack 1 s Report re; X-Ray 
Sterilization 

28 March 1941 

Berlin Document Center 

German 

Oberdienststellenleiter 
(Department Head) Viktor Bra· 

Same as above 
Experi ments on Human Beings 

This document consists of a 1- page coverletter and a 2-page 
repo~t that Brack sent to .Hirn~le~, On the bas i s of experi~ents 
concluded Brack stat es the following: Sterilization with powerful 
.. :-rays is possible but will t hen rc;sult l ri castratio!'l. . The danger 
of this method lies in the fact t~at other parts of the body are 
also affected since an adequate protection by lead is not possible, 
In order to pr event the victims from r ealizing that they are being 
castrai ed Brack suggests the foll owing procedure . Under some 
pra text , the intended victims are to b e lined up in fro~t of a 
counter behind which the x~ray technician w111 sit and operate the 
apparatus . 1Vithout much installation, about 150 t ~ 200 persons 
could be ste r ~.li·zed qaily while 20 installat ions could take care of 
3000 to 4 1 00 re rsons a day . Brack estimates the cost of one such 
installat::. ~n a.t 20 , 000 to 30., 000 marks plus the construction cost 
of a bu!lding since adequate safety measures for the attendin~ 
personnel would have to be bull t i n . 

ti ·:=: v.rarns that 1t is impossible to take these measures without 
havin~ ~r~se who were so treated finding out sooner or later that 
they had been st e rilized or castrated by x-rays. He concludes his· 
letter by asking Himmler what further action should be taken . 

The document is clas r.; ifiad 11 top secret 11 • 
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Viktor BRACK 
Rei ch s arntsleit e r 
( Crossed out) 
Oberdi enat leiter 

To:p Secret 
1 read 

(ha£a,nei~t•nt: 2 i 
5 , V.41 

Dear Reichsfuehrer : 

tDR.Al'1SLATIO:C OF IX)ClfriE:fl' ~-o . J.10-203 
OFFICE OF U. S . CHIE:· GF com.s:;1 

:Berlin , 28 1iarcb. 1941 
To the 

aeich sfuehrer-SS and 
Chief of the German 
Police 

Berlin SW ll 
Prinz Albrecht Str . 8 

H. H. (handwr i ~ten initiaJe ) 

Enclosed her ewith fo r your information is t he r esul t of the 

investigations into the possibi lit y of ster ilizat ion or cast r ation 

r espectivel;y b;y moans of X-rp..ys . I req_uost your inst r uctions as 

to wha.t furtho r theoretical or pr R.ctical stops, if MY 2:re to be 

taken in this mat t er . 

Heil HF11.1TIR l 

~RACK (signature) 

Enclosure 

I 
I 



TRAHSLATI ON OF DOCUM:Jli T ?fo . iW-203 
OFFI CE OF U.S. CHIE:F OF COtJUSEL 

(~age 1 of orieinal) 

Report on Exporimonts concorning X-ray Castration 

Tho oxporimnnts in this fi ald e.ro concluded. Th o following result can 
bo conoidored ~s os tablishod and Rdoquatoly based on scientific 
rosot:-.rch. 

If P.ny Jh1r sone ~.re to bn st,Jrilizod porrTIA.ne.ntly, this r osult can 
only bi ~.t tai nnd by ~.pp lying X--rays in a t, d.os~g0 high 0nou1.:)1 to produc e 
CEs trP.ti cn ,-Ti th all its con s l:iqu oncos, sinco h i gh X-re,~ dose~gos destroy 
tho intJrn~l socrotion of tho ovary, or of thJ t osticlos rGs poctivol y . 
Lower dosp.gns would only t nmpo re.ri ly par e.lyzo tho procroati vo CR..p~ci ty, 
Tho c onsoqu.Jnc os in q_uristion P.r o for OXP .. mpl o the dis <:>,ppcar ::,,11c G of 
monstru,.ti on , climRct eric :phonomon9., chPngcs in c ;-pill~ry ~·r m·1th, 
modificP.tion of motaboli sD , etc. In '1flY cr-.so, e.1,tontion !:'lust be dre.wn 
to those disP.dv:-i.ntp,gcs. 

Tho P..ctw..l dos~.ge c .,;,n b e given in VR.Ti ou s , D;ys, .'.=1.na. tho irrP.diP.tion 
CM tA..k · plP.CO qui t o i np ,; rc opti bly. Tho noc cssp,ry locr>.l dosp_go ( · ord
dosis ) for mon is 500 - 600 r, for women 300 - 350 r. In gonor ~l,~n 
irraii!"tion p ,"' ri od of 2 J:1inut os f o r non , 3 minutes for 1ror1,:m , with the 
high qst voltp.f: :J , ~- thin filt ,1r !)net ~.t ~. sho rt d.istpnco , ought to bo 
sufficient . Thoro is , how ,v ·, r, P. d is~.dvRnt,i:,_go t hat hr.s to bo put up 
with : P.S it is impossiblo um~- tl.ceabl y to covor t h .. : r::st of the body 
with loA.d , th ,: oth : r tis sun s of the body ·rill bG i njur od , .... nc. rP,d io
logic m-::.lP,is .1 , t h ) so-c f"l.llod 11Ru :n t p.;o nk:".tor 11 , wtlJ. ::msuo . If the J .. -re,y 
int ,,ns i ty is too high, thos; pA.rts of t l10 ski n which the r r::i;ys hp.VO 
r .J !>.chod will oxhi bit '-~ynp.t one of burns - VP.r y i ng in. ChWOj.".i t ~r i:-" i;.:.ii vic.ual 

· t.:m?. ' - i::.J. t !" ~ C, w:.rs ,) .-£ t:10· f ')11. · 1 Nin( c:. ~.ys ( r weeks • 

Ono p racticRl WP.Y of p roc o;;ding would bo , for ins t M c o , to lot tho 
porrio ns t o bn troP.tod A.pp r oqch a c ount or, wl10r o t h~;y could bo r--.s k0d 
to answ r) r SOJ!l ,3 qunstions or t o fil 1_ in forJ:i s, whi ch would. t ~c th ;.,m 
2 or 3 riinut os . Tho officiql sitting ooh i nd tho c ount e r conld. opor~ta 
th,; ins t:;i.11.t:i.t ion in such !:l, WP..Y p_s to turn a. switch which would 

( pc=-.g0 2 of ori ginal) 

e,cti vp,t o th·J two vql vos sinml t-moous l y ( sinc e) tho irrad i P.ti on h:=i.s t o 
opor~to fro~ both sid0s.) 1ith ~ two-valvo i ns t ~llRtion Rbout 150 - 200 
p ::1rs ons could thc:m bo storilizod por dqy, p_r.d th,1rof or o , with 20 such 
i ns te,llA.ti ons P.S n ~_ny qs 3000 - 4000 p rs ons p.;r clA.y . I n my os tiL1P. tion 
P. lP.r gor dP,ily numbo r could not in ::>.ny c qso bo sent :::iJ' "'-Y fo r this 
·:-,urpos ,J , As to the o.xp·msos f or such .!:!, t wO-VP.l VG sys t ;1:1 , I cp..n only 
g ivo ~. r our~h os tim~t u of RPJ.- .· l ., J.y 20 . 000 ""'30.000 Th\1 . Additionally, 
howov ~r, thor ~ would b0 the cost ,f tho construction of~ nuw bui 1ding , 
boc,=,,us;; o.doqur•.tnly ,;xt :msiVQ prot octivo inst ,.~:i.:intions would h--vc to b o 
~r ovid0d for t h o officiRl · on duty . 



DCCU~ .. ~ l T i G. h O - 203 
0FFIC.E. OF CHTh DF CWN.>.!!.L -.,Ci.t W;u CRiivil!S 

Victor Brack 

Oberdienstleiter 

Geheime Reichssache 

2 . - . 

0ehr ver ch:rtc· .1.{eichsfuehrer 

Berlin , den 28 . 1~erz 1941 

a n den 

Reichsfuehrer ~~ und Chef der 
Deutschen Polizei 

a e r 1 i n ST / 11 

Prinz Albrechtstr . 8 

r.Jl . 

AnJ,.iegend ueber:c eiche ich Ihnen mit der Bi tte um Kennt

ni snahm.e das i!.rgebnis der Untersuchungen ueber die lvloe_ · 

lichkeit einer Roentgensterilisation bezw ._ - kastration . 

Ich bi tte um .Anweisung , ob u rd ·,1 as v;ei terhin in der 

Angele~enhei t theoretisch oder praktisch 6 es chehen soll. 

Heil Hitler 

gez . Brack . 

- 1 -



DCCUl\.t.LT ro . l G - 20J 
cont' d . 

Gehe ime Re ichss a che 

Ber i cht ueb r die Versuch€ be tr. Roentgen

kastrat ion 

------- --- ------ ----===----=====~==== ===== 

Di e Vers uche auf diesem Gebie t sind abges c h los s6n . Fol gend~s .t.r 

gebnis k ann als s i cher und wis ec::1s chaftlich en tsprechend u.nterbaut 

f estge s t~llt werden. 

6ollen ;i.r ~cndwelche I ersonen fuer dauernd unfr uchtbar gemacht wer 

den , s o gelinr.s t dies nur unter anwe ndung so hoher Roentgendosen,. 

dass m.it ihnrn c ine Kastra tion mi t alle:n ihr0n FolgE:. n e intritt . 

Die hohen Roentge ndosen vs rnicht en naemlich di E.. i 11rn.,rE:. .. 1,.rE.. t ion 

de f- .Cici,s tocks be zw •. des Hoo. ens. Goringcr e Dos en wuer dcn nur a uf 

c L~o gcuiss e Zd t di e Zougungsfa E-higke i t unt er b i ndcn . Die i nfr ago

ko;.--:_.'or. : n li'ole c n sind ~~ .B . das AusblE.. iben da Fer iod e , klimakt E; 

r ische Ers c he i nungen , Verac nderu ng dcr Behaar ung , a endE..rung dE..s 

3 toffwe chs els , usw • . d.Uf die s E. 1'4achtei l e mus s a uf j ed EJ n Fa ll h inge -

wi e s en VJerde n •. 

Di e Dosier ung s el "'.Jst kann auf v orschicdone ·.1ei.se ~ E, S1'8 l t _ t ·w8I'den , 

und di E.. Be strah lung voellig unm~r kl i ch vor sich g E-hen . FutJr lv.a enner 

ist e ins Her ddosis von 500 - 6CG r , fuc.r Fr auen e i ne: s olche von 

J lO - 35 0 r notwendi &, . Gr undsaetz l ich ka nn man b e i staer k s ter Span

r. un8 und duGnnE..m Filter sowi e geringemAbst0~d mi t einer Bes trah

l une;szE.,i t von 2 l1.in . f uer Ivia8nnsr bez,;J • .3 Min . fucr Fr a uen a uskom

men . Dabc i muss j edoch d or Nach t c il i n Kauf gon ommen Yi E-rd cn , da s -s , 

da c i ne unmcrklicho Abd ockung dor uobrigen Koorperte ilE.. mi t .3lei 

nich t dur ch z·ufb. c:,h ren is t , das ucbri&,E. Koerp5r geuebe gescha edigt und 

daduYch dcr sogenannt e Roentgenka ter auftritt . Be i zu g r os s~r ~ trahl

i nt cn.s i t Gct z e, i gcn sich dann in den folgend en Tage n odar Vfoch E- n an cc. 

von den Strahl8n c rreichten Baut t e il en ind i viducll vcrs chied en star-

kc Vcrbronnung s orsche i n~nge n . 

- 2 -
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Lin "cg da praktischer Durchfuchrung y;aerc z .3 . die obzuferti

gcndcn lcrsoncn vor c i ncn ~ch&ltcr trctcn zu l asscn , an d0m sic 

Fragcn ~e;, stell t erhal tE:n odE:r Fari: ulorc ouszufu<..llc hobE:n, rms 

ur:gef nchr 2-3 l, in. oufhal ten soll. Der i3camte, dcr hinter dcrn 

.:,chu l tcr sitzt, kann dio .apparatur bcdiencn, und zwar dcrgcstal t, 

das u or c ine.n .:3ch.Jltc.r bedient, mit dcm glcichzeitig b8idc :ctoch-

rcn (da ja die .Bcstrahlung von bcidon Sci ten orfolgcn fuUos) in 

1
.ic.., cic-~c i t c csctzt · :crdcn. In E:- incr ;mlagt:. mi t 2 Rochrcn kocnnton 

also dungcmooss pro Tag ca . 150 - 200 lersoncn stcrilisicrt ·:10r

do11 , L_.L t 20 ... :.lager~ c.lso bcrci ts 3 . 000 - 4 . 000 pro Tag . Einc 

hoohorc Anzahl vo~ taoglichcn Vcrschickungcn korrmt mciner Schaot

zune.; nnch so'.-: icso r. ich t in Frc.gc . 

Die Kosten cincr solchcn J~nlc::fE:- ko.nn ich nur grob mi t Rm 20 ,,000 

- 30 . 000 pro 2 Rochrcnsystem schaetzcm , l..s komrne n j cdcc,_ d ie Ko

sten der 1 cuauffuchrung 6ines Geboeudcs dazu, da j u fuer die 

diensttuendc n .Beamtcn cr:tspr6chc!- d umfc.r_ ··_reichG Sich€.rungen ein

g£bout ':.E:-rden muessen . 

Zus2rmr..E.,nfassend darf also gesagt rJOrden , d ass nach d em augen

blicklichbn 6tand dcr Roentgentechnik und - forschun~ es ohne 

wciteres moeglich ist , e ~,_ ne 1,ess enstcrilisation durch iioentgen

strahlen durchzufuohren . 1nmoeglich erschc int es jedoch, diese 

i•.ia s snahmc durchzufuehre n, ohn0 dass die davon .3otroffenen ueber 

kurz od0r l ong mit Sicherhei t fosts t cllen koenncn, dass sio durch 

Rocntgons trahlen storilisiert bezu , kastriort sind . 

gez . Brock . 

11.A CIBTIF~.0 r:IHDE CCFY 11 

- ~ -..,, 
( :E.hD) 
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